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PREFACE. 



" GREAT and marvellous are thy works, Loril 
God Almighty. Just and true are ihy ways, O King 
of Saints." These scripture facts were the delight- 
ful subjects of Mr. Fletcher's contemplations, and 
were certainly in a very uncommon degree display- 
ed in the conviction, conversion, and sanctificaticm 
of this most extraordinary man. Switzerland may 
well be glad that she gave him birth, Enghmd ytt 
more abundantly so that there he ^\ as born again 
from above, and in that (his adopted country-) ho 
shone as a burning and shining light for nearly thirty 
years, preaching the gospel to the jx^ople, with the 
Holy Ghost sent down from Heaven. In fine ! the 
whole christian church, dispersed throughout Eu- 
rope, Asia, Africa, and America, have cause directiy 
or indirectiy to praise God for the good ser^• ices this 
apostolic man has rendered mankind by his Ubours 
from the pulpit and the press, also by his pvire and 
spodess life, and by his solemn and triuniphant 
death ! No doubt the fervent and effectual prayers 
of this righteous man availed much with the Al- 
mighty, even beyond all diat we can now conceive, 
and brought down upon himself and odiers such 
blessings, the value of which can only be known in 
the great day when John Fletcher shall cast liis crown 
at the Redeemer's feet and say " here I am, Lord, 
and the children which thou hast given me." When 
I was at Madeley some years ago, I felt as if I was 
treading on holy ground ; when I found myself m the 
study of that blessed man, the place where he wrote 
his incomparable writings, and saw the wainscoat of 
the room discoloured by the breath of his praver,^ 
irhich on its way to Heaven had passed upon it f 
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THE 



LIFE 



or THE 



Rev. JOHN TFILLIAM de la FLECHERE, 



OF HIS FJinEjrrjiGE aj^td youth. 

John WILLIAM de la FLECHERE (this was 
properly his name,) was bom at Nyon in Switzerland,* a 
town about fifteen miles north of Geneva, on September 
the twelfth, in the year 17^^d. His father was an officer ia 
the French service, till he left the army in order to marry. 
But after a time, he returned to the same line of life, and 
was a colonel in the militia of his own country* Of diis 
gendemao, whose family is one of the nu>st respectable iu 
the Canton of Berne, and a branch of an Earldom of Sa- 
voy, Mr. Fletcher was the youngest son. 

He passed the early part of his life,t at Nyon, where 
he soon discovered an elevated turn of mind accompanied 
with an unusual degree of vivacity. After having made 
a good proficiency in school learning, he was removed, 
with his two brothers, to Geneva, where he was distin- 
guished equally by his superior abilities, and his uncom- 
mon application. The two first prizes, for which he stood 

• Wesley's Life of Fletcher. 

^ (>ilpin*s Notea subjoined to Fletcher's Portrjiit of St. Pan! 
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10 THE UFE OF 

a candidate^ he carried away from a number of competi- 
tors, several of whom were nearly related to the professors : 
and on these occasions he was complimented by his supe- 
riors in a very flattering manner. During his residence at 
(Jcneva, he allowed himself but little time, either for re- 
creation, refreshment, or rest. After confining himself 
closely to his studies all the day, he would frequently con- 
sume the greater part of tlie night in noting down what- 
ever had occurred, in the course of his reading, worthy of 
observation. Here he acquired that true classical taste^ 
which was so frequently and justly admired by his inti- 
mate friends, and which all his studied plainness could 
never conceal. Here also he laid the foundation of that 
extensive and accurate knowledge, for which he was after- 
wards distinguished, both in Philosophical and Theologi- 
cal researches. After quitting Geneva, he was sent by 
his father to Lentzbourg, a small town in the Swiss Can- 
tons, where he not only acquired the German language, 
but diligently prosecuted his other studies, to which he 
ever discovered a passionate attachment. On his return 
from this place, he continued some time at home, studying 
the Hebrew language, and perfecting his acquaintance 
with Mathematical Learning. 

His early piety was equally remarkable with his early 
attainments. From his childhood he was impressed with 
a deep sense of the majesty of God, and a constant fear 
of offending him, and manifested great tenderness of con- 
science. 

Mr. Fletcher's early acquaintance with the Holy Scrip- 
tures guarded him, on the one hand, from the snares of 
infidelity, and preserved him on the other, from many of 
the vices peculiar to youth. His conversation was mo- 
dest, and his whole conduct marked with a degree of rec- 
titude, not usually to be found in early life. 

After Mr. Fletcher had gone through the usual course 
of study at the university of Geneva, it was the desire of 
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his parents that he should be a clerg\'man« ^^ And as far as 
nature can furnish a roan," says Mn Gilpin, ^^ for offices 
of a sacred kind, perhaps there never was a person better 
qualified to sustain the character of a minister of Jesus 
Christ, than Mn Fletcher* His disposition and habits, 
his sentiments and studies, his reverential awe of God, his 
insatiable thirst after truth, and his uncommon abhorrence 
of' vice, gave his friends abundant reason to apprehend 9 
chat he was marked, at an early age, for the service of the 
church. Contrary, however, to all expectation, and con- 
trary to the first designs of his family, before he had ar- 
rived at the age of twenty, he manifested views of a very 
opposite nature* His theological studies gave place to the 
systems of Vauban and Cohom, and he evidently preferred 
the camp to the church. AU the remonstrances of his 
friends, on this apparent change in his disposition^ were 
totally ineffectual ; and, had it not been for repeated dis- 
appointments, he would have wielded another sword than 
that of the Spirit. Happily, his projects for the field were 
constantly baffled and blasted by the appointments of that 
God^ who reserved him for a more important scene of ac- 
tion. His choice of the army is, however, to be imputed 
rather to principle than inclination. On the one hand, he 
detested the irregularities and vices to which a military 
life would expose him : on the other, he dreaded the con- 
demnation he might incur, by acquitting himself unfaith- 
fully in the pastoral office. He conceived it abundandy 
easier to toil for glory in fields of blood, than to labor for 
God, with unwearied perseverance, in the vineyard of the 
church. He believed himself qualified rather for military 
operations, than for spiritual employments, and the exalted 
ideas he entertained of the holy ministry determined him 
to seek some other profession, more adapted to the weak- 
ness of humanity, and he preferred being an officer in the 
army to all others.'* 
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OF nm coj>rvEnsioj\\ 



Notwithstanding the early appearance of piety ia 
'Mr. Fletcher, it is evident that he continued, for a long 
course of time, a perfect stranger to the true nature of 
Christianity. He was naturally of a high and ambitious 
turn, though his ambition was sufficiently refined for reli- 
gious as well as scientific pursuits. He aspired after rec- 
titude, and was anxious to possess every moral perfection* 
He counted much upon the dignity of human nature^ and 
was ambitious to act in a manner becoming his exalted 
ideas of that dignity. And here he outstripped the mul- 
titude in an uncommon degree. He was rigidly just in 
his dealings, and inflexibly true to his word ; he was a 
strict observer of his several duties in every relation of life ; 
his sentiments were liberal, and his charit)' profuse ; he was 
prudent in his conduct, and courteous in his deportment ; 
he was a diligent inquirer after truth, and a strenuous ad- 
vocate for virtue ; he was frequent in sacred meditations, 
and was a regular attendant at public worship. Possessed 
of so many moral accomplishments^ while he was admired 
by his friends, it is no wonder, that he should cast a look 
of self-complacency upon his character, and consider him- 
self, with respect to hb attainments in virtue, abundantly 
superior to the common herd of mankind. Bat while he 
was taken up in congratulating himself upon his own fan- 
cied eminence in piety, he was an absolute stranger to that 
unfeigned sorrow for sin, which is the first step toward 
the kingdom of God. It was not till after he had resided 
spme time in England, that he became experimentally ac» 
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quainted with the nature of true repentance. This, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Fletcher's account was in the following 
manner. 

Meeting with a person who asked him to go and hear 
the Methodists ; he readily consented,* and from that time 
became more and more conscious that a change of heart 
was necessary to make him happy. He now began to 
strive, with the utmost diligence, according to the light he 
had, hoping by doinff much^ to render himself acceptable 
to God. But one day hearing a sermon preached by a cler- 
gyman, whose name was Green, he was convinced, he did 
not understand the nature of saving Faiths This conviction 
caused many reflections to arise in his mind. ^ Is it possi- 
ble,' thought he, ^ that I who have alwa^-s been accounted 
so religious, who have made Divinity my study, and re- 
ceived the premium of piety, (so called) from the univer- 
sity for my writings on divine subjects, is it possible, that 
I should yet be so ignorant as not to know what faith is V 
But the more he examined himself, and considered the 
subject, the more he was convinced of the momentous 
truth. And beginning also to see his sinfulness and guilt, 
and the entire corruption and depravity of his whole nature, 
his hope of being able to reconcile himself to God by his 
own works began to die away. He sought, however, by 
the most rigorous austerities to conquer this evil nature, 
and bring into his soul an heavenbom peace. But alas ! 
the more he strove* the more he saw and felt that all bis 
soul was sin* And now he was entirely at a loss what to 

• Between thirty and forty years Mr. Fletcher had the deepest fel- 
lowship with and affection for the Reverend John and Charles Wesley, 
also with the Ileverend Qeorge Whitfield (the great Founders of Me- 
thodism, or as I would rather sav the blessed instruments in the hand 
of the Almighty of rcvivmg pure Christianity), and with most of the 
excellent ones of the earth who lived in his day. Mr. Cieorgc Clarke, 
of London, who was himself a Saint indeed, observed to mc many years 
ago, « that such a Believer as Mr. Fletcher he had hardly known l)c-fore." 

J. K. 



14 THE Lm OF 

do, being conscious of hts danger, and seeing no way to 
escape, till at last he dUscovered that nothing, except a re- 
relation of the Lord Jesus to his heart, could make him a 
true believer. 

But a few pages transcribed from a diarjry written by bis 
own handy when he was about twenty-five years of age, 
will give the reader the best information on this subject. 

" The 12th of January, 1755, 1 received the sacrament, 
though my heart was as hard as a flint. The following 
day, I felt the tyranny of sin more than ever, and an un* 
common coldness in all religious duties. I felt the burden 
of my corruptions heavier than ever; there was no rest in 
ray flesh. I called upon the Lord, but with such heavi-* 
ness as made me fear it was lost labour. The more I 
prayed for victory over sin, the more I was conquered. 
Many a time did I take up the Bible to seek comfort, but 
not being able to read, I shut it again. The thoughts 
which engrossed my mind, were gpierally these. I am 
undone. I have wandered from God more than ever.— - 
I have trampled under foot the frequent convictions which 
God was pleased to work in my heart. Instead of going 
str^ght to Christ, I have wasted my time in fighting 
against sin with the dim light of my reason, and the mere 
use of the means of grace ; as if the means would do me 
good without the blessing and power of God. I fear my 
knowledge of Christ is only speculative, and does not 
reach my heart. I never had faith ; and without faith it 
is impossible to please God. Therefore, all my thoughts^ 
words, and works, however specious before men, are ut- 
terly sinful before God. And if I am not washed and re- 
newed before I go hence, I am lost to all eternity- 

" When I saw that all my endeavours availed nothing 
towards conquering sin, I almost gave up all hope, and 
resolved to sin on, and go to hell. But I remember, there 
was a sort of sweetness even in the midst of these abomi- 
nable thoughts. If I go to hell, said I, I will serve God 
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there ; and lince I cannot be an instance of his Mer- 
cy in heaveUf I will be a monument of liis Justice in 
hell : and if I shew forth his glory one way or the other, 
I am content. But I soon .recovered my ground. I 
thought Christ died for all^ therefore he died for me.*— 
He died to pluck such sinners as I am, as brands out of the 
burning. And as I sincerely desire to be his, he will sure- 
ly take me to himself: he will surely let me know, before 
I die, that he hath died for me, and will break asunder 
these chains wherewith I am bound. If he leave me, for 
a while^ in this dreadful state, it is only to shew me the 
depth of the misery he will draw me out of. I must then 
humble myself under his mighty hand, and he will lift me 
up in his appointed time. But then I thought, this, per- 
haps, may not be tiU my dying hour,~^nd must I sin on 
till then ? How can I endure this ? But I thought again,-— 
my Saviour was above thirty- three years working out my 
salvation ; let me wait for him as long, and then I may 
have some excuse for my impatience. Does God owe me 
any thing ? Is he bound to time and place \ Do I de- 
serve any thing at his hands but damnation ? I would 
here observe, that anger in particular seemed to be one of 
the sins I could never overcome. So I went on sinning 
and repenting, and sinning again ; but still calling on God's 
mercy through Christ. 

^* I was now beat out of all my strong holds. I felt my 
helplessness, and lay at the feet of Christ. I cried though 
coldli/y yet I believe sincerely^ * Save me. Lord, as a brand 
snatched out of the fire ; give me justifying faith in thy 
blood ; cleanse me from my sins ; for the devil will surely 
reign over me, until thou shalt take me into thy hand. I 
shall only be an instrument in his hand to work wicked- 
ness, until thou shalt stretch forth thine almighty arm, and 
save thy lost creature by free unmerited grace.' I seldom 
went to private prayer, but this thought came into my 
mind, — Tliis may be the happy hour when the. a wilt pre- 
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vail with God ; but still I was disappointed. I cried Co 
God ; but my heart was so hardy that I feared it did not 
go with my lips. I strove, but it was so coldly, that often 
I had fits of drowsiness even in my prayers. When over- 
come with heaviness, I went to bed, beseeching God to 
spare me till next day, that I might renew my wresding 
with him till I should prevaiL 

*^ On Sunday the 19th, in the evening, I heard an ex^ 
cellent sermon on these words, — *• Being jusufied by faith, 
we have peace with God, through our Lord Jesus Christ.* 
I heard it attentively, but my heart was not moved in the 
least ; I was only still more convinced, that I was an un- 
believer, that I was not justified by faith, and that till I 
was, I should never have peace with God* The hymn af- 
ter the sermon suited the subject ; but I could not join in 
singing it. So I sat mourning, whilst others rejoiced in 
God their Saviour. I went home, still resolving to wres- 
tle with the Lord Uke Jacobs till I should become a pre- 
vailing IsraeL 

" I begged of God, the following day, to shew me the 
wickedness of my heart, and to fit me for his pardoning 
mercy. Ihesought him to increase my convictions, for 
I was afraid I did not mourn enough for my sins. But I 
found relief in Mr. Wesley's Journal, where I learned that 
we should not build on what we feel ; but go to Christ with 
all our sins and all our hardness of heart. On the 21st, I 
began to write part of what filled my heart, niunely, a con- 
fession of my sins, misery, and helplessness, together with 
a resolution to seek Christ even unto death. But my busi- 
ness calling me away, I had no heart to resume the sub- 
ject. In the evening I read the Scriptures, and found a 
sort of pleasure in seeing a picture of my wickedness so 
exactly drawn in the third chapter of the episde to the Ro- 
mans, and that of my condition in the seventh. And now 
I felt some hope, that God would carry on in me the work 
he had begun. I often wished to be acquainted with some 
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one' who had been just in my state, and resolved to seek 
for one to whom I might unbosom my whole soul and ap* 
ply for advice. As I had heard that mourners sometimes 
fpund comfort in reading over any particular text of scrip- 
ture they opened upon, I opened the Bible once, for that 
purpose ; but I found nothing that gave me comfort, and 
so I did it no more, for fear of tempting God. 

*' Thursday, my fast-day, Satan beset me hard : I 
sinned, and grievously too. And now I almost gave up 
all hope. I mourned deeply, but with an heart as hard as 
ever. I was on the brink of despair^ and continued never- 
theless to fall into sin, as often as I was assaulted with 
temptation. But I must observe, that all this while, though 
I had a clear sense of my wickedness, and of what I de- 
served ; and though I often thought that hell would be my 
portiont if God did not soon pity me, yet I never was 
much afraid of it. Whether this was owing to a secret 
hope lodged in my mind, or to hardness of heart, I know 
not ; but I ^as continually crying out, * What stupidity! 
I see myself hanging as by a thread over hell ! and yet I 
am not afraid-— but sin on ! O what is man without the 
grace of God ! a very devil in wickedness, though inferior 
to him in experience and power. In the evening I went 
to a friend, and told him something of my present state ; 
he endeavoured to administer comfort, but it did not suit 
my case : there is no peace to a sinner unless it come from 
above. When we parted, he gave me some advice which 
suited my condition better. ^ God (said he) is merciful ; 
God loves you ; and if he deny you any thing, it is for 
your good ; you deserve nothing at his hands, wait then 
patiently for him, and never give up your hope^ I went 
home resolved to follow his advice, though I should stay 
till death. 

*' I had proposed to receive the Lord*s-supper the 
following Sunday, I therefore returned to my room, and 
looked out a sacramental hymn. I learned it by hearty 
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And prajred it over many times, sometimes with heaviness 
enough, at othei:s with some devotion, intending to re- 
peat it at the table* I then went to bed, commending 
myself to God with rather more hope and peace than I 
had felt for some time. But Satan waked, whilst I slept. 
I dreamed I hiad committed grievous and abominable 
sins ; I awoke amazed and confounded, and risings with 
a detestation of the corruption of my senses and imagin* 
ation, I fell upon my knees, and prayed with more faith 
and less wanderings than usual; and afterwards went 
about my business widi an uncommon cheerfulness. It was 
not long before I was tempted by my besetting sin^ but 
found myself a new creature. My soul was not even ruf- 
fled. I took not much notice of it at first ; but having with- 
stood two or three temptations, and feeling peace in my 
soul, through the whole of them, I began to think it was 
the Lord's doing. Afterwards it was suggested to me 
that it was great presumption for such a sinner to hope for 
so great a mercy. However, I prayed I might not be per- 
mitted to fall into a delusion ; but the more I prayed, the 
more I saw it was reaL For though sin stirred all the day 
long, I always overcame it in the name of the Lord. 

^^ In the evening, I read the experiences of some of 
God's children, and found my case agreed with their's and 
suited the sermon I had heard on justifying faith ; so that 
my hope increased. I entreated the Lord to do to his servant 
according to his mercy, and take all the glory to himself* 
I prayed eamesdy and with an humble assurance, though 
without great emotions of joy, that I ipight have dominion 
over sin, and peace with God ; not doubting but that joy 
and a full assurance of faith would be imparted to me in 
God's good time. I continued calling upon the Lord for 
an increase of faith ; for still I felt some fear of being in a 
delusion : and having continued my supplication till near 
one in the morning, I then opened my Bible on tfiese 
words, Psa. Iv. 22. <^ Cast thy burden on the Lord, and he 
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shall ausUdn thee ; he will not sufier the righteous to be 
moved " Filled with joy, I fell again on my knees to beg 
of God, that I might always cast my burden upon him. I 
took up my Bible again, and opened it on these words, 
Deut. xxxi. ^ I will be with thee, I will not fail thee^ neith- 
er forsake thee ; fear not, neither be dismayed.'^ My 
hope was now gready increased, I thought I saw myself 
conqueror over sin, heH, and all manner of affliction. 

^ With this comfortable promise I shut up my Bible, 
being now perfecdy satisfied. As I shut it, I cast my eye 
on that word, *^ Whatsoever you shall ask in my name, I 
will do it.'' So having asked grace of» God to serve him 
till death, X went cheerfully to take my rest." 

. So ikr we have Mr. Fletcher's account written with his 
own hand. To thb I add what Mrs. Fletcher says she 
heard him speak concerning his experience at this time, 
viz. that he still continued to plead M^th the Lord to take 
more full possession of his heart, and sought with unwea* 
ribd assiduity to receive a brighter manifestation of God's 
love to his soul : till one day, as he was in earnest prayer, 
lying prostrate on his face before the Lord, he had a view, 
by faith, of our Saviour hanging and bleeding on the cross, 
and at the same time, these words were applied with pow- 
er to his heart : 

** 8ei2*d by the rage of sinful men, 

I tee Christ bound, and bruiB'd and slain : 

'Tis done, the martyr dies ! 
His life to ransom out's, is given. 
And lo ! the fiercest fire of heaven 
' Consumes the sacrifice. 

He suffers both from men and God, 
He bears the universal load 

Of guilt and misery ! 
Ue wffers to reverse our doom, 
nMnd lo, my Lord is here become 

The Bread of life to me f 

Now all his bonds were broken : he breathed a purer 
air, and was able to say with confidence, * The life I now 
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five in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me/ By means of this 
faith his soul was freed^ and sin was put under his teet. 
Knowing in whom he had believed he could triumph in 
the Lord, and praise the God of his salvation. 

FROM HIS coj>rrEiisioj)r to his tjucu^tg or^ 

HERS, JJ>rD £J\rT£RU>rG UFOJ^ THE WORK OF 
THE MIJ\riSTRF. 

It was not long after he had himself ^eft the powers of 
the world to come, that he was pressed in spirit, to exhort 
others to seek after the same blessing. And he was the 
more strongly excited to this, by seeing the world all 
around him lying' in wickedness* Being deeply sensible 
of the goodness of God on the one hand, and of the mi- 
sery of mankind on the other, he found an earnest long- 
ing 

"To pluck poor brands out of the fire. 
To snatch them from the verge of helL" 

This he began to do a considerable time before he was 
admitted into holy orders. And even his first labours of 
love were hr from being in vsun. For though he was by 
no means perfect in the English tongue, particularly with 
regard to the pronunciation of it ; yet the earnestness with 
which he spoke^ (seldom to be found in English preach^ 
ers) and the unspeakably tender affection to poor, undone 
sinners, which breathed in every word and gesture, dreiij^ .» 
multitudes of people to hear him : and by the blessing of 
God, his word made so deep an impression on their heartSi . 
that very few went empty away. 

About this time his father died, as appears by the foU 
lowing letter, addressed to Mr. Richard Edwards, of LfOn* 
don, to whose care, as a leader^ he was committed, when 
he was first received into the Methodist Society in Lon- 
don. It was dated Tern, October 19; 1750. 
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** Dearest Brother^ 
^ This is to let you know, that (pr^ed be the Lord,) I 
am very well in body, and pretty well in soul : But I have 
very few friends here. And God has been pleased to take 
away the chief of those few by a most comfortable death. 
And lately I heard that my aged father is gone the way of 
all flesh : but the glorious circumstances of his death make 
me ample amends for the sorrow which I felt. For some 
years I have written to him with as much freedom as I 
could have done to a son, though not with so much efliect 
as I wished. But last spring, God visited him with a se- 
vere illness, which brought him to a sense of himself. 
And after a deep repentance, he died about a month ago, in 
the full assurance of faith. This has put several of my 
friends on thinking seriously, which affords me great cause 
of thankfulness. I am your unworthy brother and ser- 
vant in the Lord^ 

John Fletchbr." 

A discovery of his sentiments on the subject of the 
ministry, was no sooner made, but many honourable el- 
ders in the household of God, who had discernment enough 
to distinguish the grace that was in him, and how admi- 
rably he was fitted for the work of an evangelist, rejoiced 
over him as a faithful laboiu'er already hired into the vine- 
yard of Christ. They not only ratified his internal call to 
the holy ministry, by their unanimous approbation, but ear- 
nestly solicited him to obey that call without any further 
delay. Meanwhile the word of the Lord was as fire in his 
bones, ever struggling for vent, and not unfrequently 
breaking forth, as occasion offered, in public reproof, ex- 
hortation, and prayer. 

In this state he continued for about the space of two 
years, not wholly determined what course he should pur- 
sue, but patiendy waiting to hear what the Lord God would 
say concerning him. And during this season, he was 
much occupied in making a diligent preparation for the 
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•emce of the altar, that, if ever he ahould be called to so 
honourable aa emplojanent, he might go forth thoroughly 
fiinuahed to ever}- good work. The cluef objects of his 
pursuit were sacred knowledge^ and christian purity ; in 
both of which he made an uncommon proficiency, sur- 
passing many who had studied for that knowledge, and 
struggled for that purity , through the greater part of their 
V life. By his private exercises he was fitted for public la- 
bours, and by the holy discipline, to which he submitted 
himself without any reserve, he was trained to spiritual 
eminence in the school of Christ. To those who perfectly 
knew him in this state of retirement, he appeared as a 
polished shajlj hid indeed for a season in the quiver of his 
Lord, yet ready for immediate service, and prepared to 
fly in any appointed direction. 

He was not without promises of preferment in the 
church: but these served rather to retard than to hasten 
his entrance into it. Having a sacrifice to perform and not 
a fortune to secure, he was fearful lest his intention should 
be debased by views of an interested nature. At length, his 
bumble reluctance was overcome, and after the most ma- 
ture deliberation^ he solemnly determined to offer himself 
a candidate for holy orders. And to this solemn determi- 
nation he was urged by the increasing force of two pow- 
erful motives gratitude and benevolence; gratitude to God 
impelled him to declare the name of his great Benefactor, 
and bear public testimony to the word of his grace ; while 
benevolence towards his fellow-creatures incited him to 
spend and be spent, in promoting their best interests. Con- 
strained by these sacred motives^ he publicly dedicated 
himself to the work of the holy ministry in the year 1757> 
when he received deacon*s orders on Sunday, March the 
sixth, and priest's orders on the following Sunday, from 
the hands of the bishop of Bangor, in the Chapel Royal at 
St. Jameses. 
The foUowing short extracts from three of his letters tf> 
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the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley » wUl shew the state of his 
mind «t this period. The first is dated March 33, 1759w. 
•* My dear Sir, 

** You left me without permittmg me to sny, Farewdl $ 
but that shall not iiinder me from wishing you a good 
journey, and I flauer myself, that you are in the habit of 
returning my prayers. 

*' Since your departure, I have lived more than ever 
like a hermit. It seems to me^ that I am an unprofitabk 
weight upon the earth. I want to hide mjrself from idL 
I tremble when the Lord favors me with a sight of my- 
self ; I tremble to think of preaching only to dishonor 
God. To-morrow I preach at West-street with all the feeU 
bgs of Jonah : O would to God I might be attended with 
success ! If the Lord shall, in any degree sustain my weak- 
ness, I shall consider myself as indebted to your prayers. 

^ A proposal has lately been made to me, to accompany 
Mr. Nathaniel Gilbert to die West Indies. I have weigh- 
ed the matter ; but on one hand I feel that I have neither 
sufficient zealy nor grace^ nor talents^ to expose myself 
to the temptations and labours of a mission in the West- 
Indies ; on the other, I believe, that if God call me 
thither, the time is not yet come. I wish to be certain, 
that I am converted myself, before I leave my converted 
brethren to convert heathens. Pray let me know what 
you think of tbis business ; if you condemn me to put the 
sea between us, the command would be a hard one ; but I 
might, possibly, prevail on myself to give you that proof 
of the deference I pay to your judicious advice. 

^ I have taken possession of my little hired chamber. 
There I have outward peace, and I wait for that which is 
within. I was this morning with Lady Huntingdon, who 
salutes you, and unites with me to say, that we have need 
of you to make one in our threefold cord, and to beg you 
will hasten your return, when Providence permits. Our 
conversation was deep, and full of the ^ergy of faith on 
the part of the Countess ; as to me, I sat like Saul at the 
feet of Gamaliel. J. Fletcher.'* 
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Tha second was written in April following, and in this 
his words are, ^^ With an heart bowed down with grief^ 
and eyes bathed with tears, occasioned by our late heavy 
loss, I mean the death of Mr. Walsh,* I take my pen to 
pray you to intercede for me* What ! that sincere^ laho* 
riousy and zealous servant of God ! Was he saved only 
as by jire^ and was not his prayer heard uU the twelfth 
hour was just expiring t O where shall I appear, I who 
am an unprofitable servant ! Would to God my eyes were 
fountains of water to weep for my sins 1 Would to God I 
might pass the rest of my days in crying, Lord have mercy 
upon me! All is vanity — grace, talents, labours, if we 
compare them with the mighty stride we have to take 
from time into eternity ! Lord remember me now thou art 
in thy kingdom ! 

*^ I have preached and administered the sacrament at 
West-street sometimes in the holidays. May God water 
the poor seed I have sown, and give it fruitfulness, though 
it be only in one soul ! 

^^ I have lately seen so much weakness in my heart, both 
as a minister and a christian, that I know not which b 
most to be pitied, the man, the believer, or the preacher. 
Could I at last, be truly humbled, and continue so always^ 
I should esteem myself happy in making this discovery. I 
preach merely to keep the chapel open, until God shall send 
a workman after his own heart, Nos numeri sumus ;f 
this is almost all I can say of myself. If I did not know 
myself a litde better than I did formerly, I should tell 
you, that I had ceased altogether from placing any confi- 
dence in my repentances, &c. &c. but I see my heart is 

• Rev. Thomas Walsh, an able minister of the New Covenant, who 
after severe ministerial labors, accompanied with considerable success 
— much temptation — ^and awful desponding sufferings, died in peace, 
an old man (in apptarancc) at the age of twenty-eight ! in Ireland, his 
native country. 

f I fill an empty space. 
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80 full of deceit, that I caimot depend on my knowledge of 
myself. 

^ The day Mr. Walsh died, the Lord gave our bre- 
thren the spirit of prayer and supplication, and many un- 
utterable groans were offered up for him at Spitalfields, 
where I was. Who shall render as the same kind office i 
Is notour hour near ? O my God, when thou cpmest, pre- 
pare us, and we shall be ready ! You owe your children an 
elegy upon his death, and you cannot employ your talents 
on a better subject. J. F.** 

June 1st, he writes, "The Lord gives me health of 
body, and from time to time I feel strength in my soul«— - 
O when shall the witness (meaning himself) who is dead^ 
arise ! When shall the Spirit enter into him, and fill him 
with wisdom, with power, and with love ! Pray for me^ 
and support my weakness as much as you can. I am here 
Umbra pro copore.* I preach as your substitute : come 
and fill worthily an office, of which I am unworthy. My 
pupils return to Cambridge on Mondayt and the whole 
family sets out for Shropshire on the llth. Shall I not 
see you before that time ? I have rejected the offer of Dr. 
Taylor, and have no other temptations than those of a bad 
heart. That is enough, you will say ; I grant it ; but we 
must fight before we conquer. Pray that my courage may 
not fail. Come, and the Lord come with you ! I am^ 
fcc. J. F.'* 

OF HIS qUALIFICATIOXS FOR, AJ^D FJHTHFUL- 
J^ESS IJ>r THE WORK OF THE MLDTISTRFj AJ^TD 
OF HIS LABOURS AT MADELEY AJ^TD ELSE- 
WHERE. 

m 

** He who engages himself to fight the battles of the 
Lord,'* says the Rev. Mr. Gilpin,f ** has need of uncom- 

* A shadow rather than a substance. 

f The Rev. Joshua Gilpin, the good rector of Wrockvardine Pa- 
rish, near Madelv, in the county of Salop, (England,) and the excet- 
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man strength and irresistible arms ; and if he be destitncr 
of one or the other, he vainly expects to stand in the evil 
day. The christian warrior is exposed to a vast variety 
of dangers, and beset with innumerable enemies. His 
whok life is one continued scene of warfare, in which he 
wrestles sometimes widi visible, and at other times with 
invisible adversaries* For the labours of this sacred war- 
fare no man ever esteemed himself less sufficient than Mr. 
Fletcher. He ever considered himself as the weakest of 
Christ's adherents, and unworthy to follow his glorious 
standard. But while he boasted no inherent strength, 
and Was ready to occupy the meanest post^he was regard- 
ed by his brethren as a man pecu^arly strong in the Lord, 
and in the power of his miffht. (^United to Christ, as the 
branch is united to the vine, he was constantly deriving 
abundant supplies of vigour (h>m the fountain-head of pow- 
er. And as the source of his strength was inexhaustible, 
so its operations were various and incessant. Now it was 
engaged in subduing sin ; and now, in labouring after that 
holiness, without which no man shall see the Lord : there 

lent tnnslater from French mto English of Fletcher's Portrait of St. 
Ptnl. This most admirable work, at once the mirror and model for 
Christian pastors, was undertaken and nearly completed during' Mr. 
Fletcher^s last residence in Switzerland, where it was originally intcnd* 
ed for publication. This woik Mr. Gilpin enriched with copious traits 
of its precious author's character, and it is a pity that this truly ex- 
excellent treatise is not more generally known and estimated in this 
country. Towards the end of the year 1806, Mr. Gilpin suffered a 
great fight of afflictions by the death of a dear and only child, who 
departed this life in the 19th year of his age, with heaven in his heart, 
and glory in the expectation of his hope. His young spirit went, we 
trust, to aid the veteran Fletcher in joining with cherubim and seraphim 
to laud and magnify God's holy name. Joshua Gilpin's most affection- 
ate and tender hearted father published an account of this surprising 
young man, under the title of a monument of parental affection to a 
dear and only son. It is, (says Dr. Inglis,) a most interesting piece of 
biog^phy, equally classical in style, and evangelical in matter, pure 
alike in thought and in expression ; and the amiable youth the subject 
of it, in a remarkable degree exemplar^'. J. K. 
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U inspired the coiuage of the mighty, and here it sustuned 
the burdens of the weak : at one time it was discovered bjr 
resolution and zeal ; at another^ by resignation apd forti- 
tude : by the former^ this man of God was enabled to 
grapple with his strongest enemy ; by the latter^ he was 
taught to endure hardnessy as a good soldier of Jesus 
ChrisU 

^^ Mr. Fletcher's arms were equal to his strength^ and 
served to make him truly invincible in the cause of godli- 
ness. From his first admission into the true church mi- 
litant, he was fully persuaded, that armour forged by the 
art of man must needs be insufficient, either for conquest 
or security, in a spiritual warfare. He saw it absolutely 
necessary to be furnished with weapons of celestial tem- 
per, and was altogether dissatisfied with his state, till he 
had put on the whole armour of Godj with a determined 
resolution never to put it off, till his last conflict should 
be decided. He then appeared in the complete christian 
uniform ; from the helmet of salvation to the sandals of 
peace, all was entire, and perfectiy fitted to his spiritual 
frame. No mortal part was left unguarded, nor was any 
joint of his harness so loose as to admit a thrust from the 
enemy. No part of his sacred panoply appeared uncouth 
or cumbersome, no part of his carriage constrained or xxok 
natural : he appeared in arms, as in his proper dress, and 
not as David, when he essayed to go forth in the armour 
of SauL On no occasion was be ever known to affect any 
thing like spiritual pomp ; yet, on every occasion, there 
was a dignity of character in his deportment, that raised 
the veneration of every beholder. As the heroes of an- 
tiquity were distinguished from the warriors of an inferior 
order, by the splendor of their arms, so, by the uncommon 
lustre of his graces, he was distinguished as a chieftain 
in the christian bands.'' 

It was about three years after his ordination, that he 
was presented to the living of Madeley, where he had offi- 
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ciated for some time previous to this appointment. As 
Madeley was the place of his choice, so it was a phice to 
which, by his rare endowments, he was peculiarly adapt- 
ed, and for the reformation of which he appears to have 
been eminently appointed by the providence of God. Ce- 
lebrated for the extensive works carried on within its 
limits, Madeley was remarkable for little else than the ig- 
norance and profaneness of its inhabitants, among whom 
respect to man was as rarely to be observed, as piety to- 
wards God. In this benighted place the Sabbath was openly 
profaned, and the most holy things contemptuously tramp- 
led under foot ; even the restraints of decency were vio- 
lently broken through, and the external form of religion 
held up as a subject of ridicule. This general description 
of the inhabitants of Madeley must not, however, be in- 
discriminately applied to every individual among them ; 
exceptions there were to this prevailing character, but 
they were comparatively few indeed. Such was the place 
where Mr. Fletcher was called to stand forth, as a preacher 
of righteousness, and in which he appeared for the space 
of five and twenty years, as a burning and shining light. 
Immediately upon his settling in this populous village, 
which was in the year, 1 7G0, he entered upon the duties of 
his vocation with an extraordinary degree of earnestness 
^d zeal. He saw the difficulties of his situation, and the 
reproaches to which he should be exposed, by a conscien- 
tious discharge of the pastoral office : but, persuaded of the 
importance of his charge, and concerned for the welfare of 
his people, he set his face like a flint against all who might 
oppose the truth or grace of God. As a steward of the 
manifold grace of Go<l, he faithfully dispensed the word 
of life, according as every man had need ; instructing the 
ignorant, reasoning with gainsayers, exhorting the immoral, 
and rebuking the obstinate.* Instant in season and out of 

'* It is painful to record such instances as the followinj^, of obstinate 
4cpravity ; but, perhaps it may serve to encourage some poor persecuted 
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season, he diligently performed the work of an evangelist^ 
and lost no opportunity of declaring the truths of the gos- 
pel. Not content with discharging the stated duties of the 
s3U>bath, he counted that day as lost* in which he was not 
actually employed in the service of the church. As often 
as a small congregation could be collected^ which was usu- 
ally every evening, he joyfully proclaimed to them the ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord^ whether it were in the place set 
apart for public worship, in a private house^ or in the open 
air. And on these occasions, the affectionate and fervent 
manner in which he addressed his hearers, was an affect- 
ing proof of the interest he took in their spiritual concerns. 
As the varying circumstances of his people required, he as- 
sumed a different appearance among them : at one season 
he would open his mouth in blessings ; and at another, he 
would appear, like his Lord amid the buyers and sellers, 
with the lash of righteous severity in his hand. But, in 
whatever way he exercised his ministry, it was evident 
that his labours were influenced by love, and tended im- 
mediately, either to the extirpation of sin, or the increase 
of holiness. 

Nor was he less attentive to the private duties of his 
station, than to public exhortation and prayer. Like a vi- 
gilant pastor, he daily acquainted himself with the wants 
and dispositions of his people, anxiously watching over 

broken-hearted minister, when he finds a pastor so patient and exem- 
plary as Mr. Fletcher, was not exempted from the severest trials and 
suffering from those who should have gfiven him the g^reatest aid and 
comfort. One of his parishioners, instigated by the demon of discord, ma- 
iestcd, in living' and dying circumstances, such an hatred tosi^ards him, 
only because he strove, by the awful judgment and tender mercy of the 
Lord, to get this unhappy soul as a brand plucked out of the burning, 
that he refused seeing Mr. Fletcher in his last sickness, and left it in 
command to his family that Mr. Fletcher should not attend his funeral. 
This extraordinary instance of prejudice against so holy a man, was 
given me by one who knew all the circumstances, while I was standing 
at the poor sinner's grave ip. Madeley church yard. 

J. K. 
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^ir several households* and diligently teaching them fixun 
£imily to family. Esteeming no man too mean» ux> igno« 
rent, or too profane to merit his affectionate attention, hq 
condescended to the lowest ai^l oooat unworthy of biaflock, 
cheerfully becommg the servant of all, that he mig-hi gnm 
$ke more* In the performance of this part of his duty, he 
discovered an admirable mixture of discretion and zeal, so^ 
kmnity and sweetness. He rebuked not an elder, but en-* 
treated him as a father ; to yoimger men he addressed himi 
self with the affection of a brother, and to the children with 
the tenderness of a parent ; witnessing both to small and 
great the redemption that b in Jesus, and persuading them 
to cast in their lot with the people of God. In some of 
these holy visits, the earnest and constraining manner in 
which he has pleaded the cause of piety, has melted dowi) 
a whole family at once : the old and the young have min- 
gled their tears together, and solemnly determined to return 
right humbly to their God. There were, indeed, several 
families in his populous parish, to which he had no accesa^ 
whose members, loving darkness rather than light, agreed 
to deny him admission, lest their deeds should be reproved. 
In such cases, where his zeal for the salvation of individu- 
als could not possibly be manifested by persuasion and en- 
treaty, it was effectually discovered by supplication and 
prayer : nor did he ever pass the door of an opposing family, 
without breathing out an earnest desire, that the door of 
mercy might never be barred against their approaches* 

With respect to his attendance upon the sick, he was 
exemplary and indefatigable. ^ It was a work (says Mr. 
Wesley) for which he was always ready : if he heard the 
knocker in the coldest winter night, his window was thrown 
open in a moment. And when he understood either that 
some one was hurt in the pit,* or that a neighbour was 

* In the parish of ]Sf adelcy them arc a vast number of coal pits, in 
which many hundreds of people are constantly employed. 

J. K. 
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likely to die ; no ooBsideration was ever had of the dark" 
liess t>f the night, or the severity <^ the weather; but this 
answer was alwajrs given, * I will attend you immediately/ 
Anxious (proceeds Mr. Gilpin) upon every suitable oc- 
casion to treat with his parishioners on subjects of a sacred 
nMjkLre, he was peculiarly solicitous to confer with them, 
wten verging towards the borders of eternity* At such 
iribasotiB, when earthly objects lose their charms, and the 
mind is naturally disposed to look for support from some 
other quarter, he cheerfully icame in to improve the provi- 
dential vbitationy either by salutary advice or seasonable 
consolation. These were valuable opportunities, which 
nothing could prevail upon him to neglect, fully convinced 
digt the dictates of truth are never more likely to make a 
due impression upon the heart, than when they are deli- 
vered in the antichamber of death. His treatment of the 
dying was always regulated by their peculiar circumstan- 
ces, and his fidelity toward them was sweetly tempered 
with compassion. If the departing soul was prepared for 
the promises of the gospel, he thankfully administered thent 
with a lavish hand : if otherwise, he was importunate in 
prayer, that the mercy of God might be magnified upon his 
languishing creature, though it should be as at the eleventh 
hour. As he never visited the chambers of the dying, but 
in the spirit of earnest supplicadon, so he seldom quitted 
diem, without some degree of consolatory hope* 

There is still another part of his duty, in the discharge 
of which he discovered unusual earnestness and activity. It 
was a common thing in his parish for young persons of both 
sexes to meet at stated times, for the purpose of what is 
called recreation ; and this recreation usually continued 
from evening to morning, consisting chiefly in dancing, re- 
velling, drunkenness, and obscenity. These licentious as- 
semblies he considered as a disgrace to the christian name, 
and determined to exert his ministerial authority for their 
total suppression. He has frequently burst in upon these 
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disorderly companies with a holy indignation, making war 
upon Satan in places peculiarly appropriated to his service* 
Nor was his labour altogether in vain, among the children 
of dissipation and folly. After standing the first shock of 
their rudeness and brutality^ his exhortauons have been 
generally received with silent submission, and have some- 
times produced a partial if not an entire reformation in ma- 
ny, who were accustomed to frequent these assemblies. 
With one of these persons I am perfectly acquainted, who * 
having treated this venerable pastor with ridicule and abuse 
in one of these riotous assemblies, was shordy afterwards 
constrained to cast himself at his feet and solicit his 
prayers* This man is now steadily walking in the fear of 
God,with a thankful remembrance of the extraordinary man- 
ner in which he was plucked as a brand from the burning. 

These, and every other duty of his sacred vocation, 
among which I might have particularly noticed the public 
and private instruction of children, were performed, by this 
apostolic minister, with an earnestness and zeal, of which 
I can convey but a very imperfect idea. Never wear\' of 
well-doing, he counted it his greatest privilege to spend and 
be spent in ministering to the Church, which he constandy 
honoured as the body of Christy and in the service of which 
he sacrificed his strength, his health, and his life. 

In preaching, his fidelity in addressing the different 
classes of his hearers, was correspondent to that spirit of 
discernment and wisdom, with which he was so eminendy 
favoured. On the one hand, he never attempted slightly 
to heal the hurt of his people : and, on the other, he was 
solicitous never to make sad the heart of the righteous^ 
whom God had not made sad. Wherever he discovered 
impiety in the conduct, or hypocrisy in the heart, he im- 
mediately levelled against it the keenest arrows of convic- 
tion. He warned the wicked of his way, and frequendy 
endeavoured to draw him from it, by alarming his heart 
with salutary fears ; selecting and applying, upon these 
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occasions, those passages of holy writ, which are pdculiar- 
\Y profitable for reproof and correctioru And whenever 
it became necessary, he marshalled against the careless sin« v4) 
ner the most terrible denunciations of the Almighty^s - ' 
wrath. In the performance of this part of his duty, he paid 
but little regard to the outward circumstances of the ofTend- 
ing party. Whether the enemies of God appeared in the 
splendour of riches, or in the meanness of poverty ; whether 
they were distinguished by their erudition, or despicable by 
their ignorance, he met them with equal firmness in the 
cause of truth. 

The style of his reproofs was adapted, indeed^ to the 
various capacities and habits of these diiFerent classes of 
men ; but the substance of those reproofs was invariably 
ihe same to whatever class they were directed, neither 
sharpened by contempt, nor blunted by respect. Unawed 
either by the majesty of kings, or the madness of the peo- 
ple, he. was equally fitted to appear with Moses at an im« 
pious court, or to stand with Stephen in a turbulent assem- 
bly* But though he was far from betraying any pusilani- 
mity in applymg the severe threatenings of the gospel to 
the obstinately impenitent, yet his heart in this awful em« 
ployment, was never steeled against the feelings of human- 
ity. His fidelity in this p^rt of his duty was never unac- 
companied with compassion and sorrow. He possessed 
the firmness of Daniel, with all the benevolence of that fa- 
voured prophet. Daniel was once directed to interpret and 

* apply to Nebuchadnezzar a mysterious vision of divine 
vengeance, and the fidelity, with which he performed so 

''^klunful a duty, is worthy of admiration. But while his in- 
terpretation was plain, and his application pointed, it is ob- 
servablCf that they were preceded by evident regret, and 
followed by aflfectionate counsel. Such was the manner of 
Mr. Fletcher, who had learned, from a greater than Da- 
niel, to pronounce a sentence of condemnation with an- 
guish and tears. I^uke xix. 41. 
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But while he was fsuthful in procl^ming the day ofvtnge- 
^ once to the disobedienty he neglected not to proclaim liberty 
to the captiveSy and the opening' of the prison to them that 
were bound. Both these parts of his duty he performed 
with fidelity, but the latter only with alacrity and cheerful- 
ness. Peculiarly to fit him for this evangelical service, the 
Lord God had given him the tongue of the learned, that he 
should know how to speak a word in season to him that is 
-aeary ; and in the discharge of this favourite part of his 
office, he was equally skilful, tender and happy. His 
watchful eye was upon the weak, the faint, and the afflict* 
ed« He diligently acquainted himself with the nature and 
causes of their distress ; and whether they tainted through 
the anguish of remorse, or groaned beneath the violence of 
temptation, he had a suitable cordial prepared for their re- 
Uef. He placed before their eyes a rich display of God's 
everlasting love, and assisted them to extract healing vir- 
tue from his unchangeable promises. He feelingly exhort- 
ed them to stretch out the withered hand ; and till they 
were enabled actually to lay hold on the hopes set before 
them, he ceased not to proclaim. The Lord, the Lord Godj 
merciful and gracious y long-sufferings abundant in goodness 
and truth J keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniqui- 
ty, transgression, and sin ! 

He was thoroughly acquainted with the treatment of 
afflicted consciences. He knew when to probe, and when 
to heal ; when to depress, and when to encourage : and no 
man*s case was so perplexed or desperate, but he was in 
some measure prepared to explain and relieve it. He dif^ 
covered hope for the spiritual mourner amid the most hopd^ 
less circumstances, and furnished the tempted with a clew 
to guide them through the intricacies of their situation. As 
the Psalmist addressed his own heart in distress, so he ad- 
dressed himself to every son of affliction in the day of his 
trouble. He reasoned over the particular case of the af- 
flicted person — Why art thou so full ofheaviness^ and why 
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is thy soul so disyuicted within thee ? Art thou afflicted 
beyond the commoa lot of thy companions in tribulation, or 
has any temptation befallen thee, except such as is common 
to man ? From reasoning he proceeded to encouragement; 
Hope thou in God: reflect upon his naturet depend upon 
his word, and ask of the generations that are past, who 
ever trusted in the Lord and was confounded ? From en- 
couragement he rose to assurance ; Thou shah yet f raise 
himy notwithstanding the present unpromising appearances : 
the God of all consolation shall be thy God, the health of 
thy countenance, and thy portion for ever. 

He was ver}* anxiously desirous, that the voice of joy and 
health might be heard in the dwellings of the righteous i 
nor would he be contented, till he could prevail upon the 
sorrowful to bear some harmonious part in the work of 
adoration and thanksgiving. But it is impossible to give 
a just representation of the sweet and condescending man- 
ner, in which he treated every spiritual mourner. He 
would take up their neglected harps, and tune them to the 
praises of redeeming love. He would furnish them with a 
variety of sacred themes, and solicit them, at least, to at- 
tempt one of the songs ofSion* And while they lingered, 
he would sweetly take the lead in celebrating the divine 
goodness. Now he recorded mercies past, and now he re- 
counted promised blessings ; now he sung the wonders of 
grace, and now he pointed to the mysteries of glor}^ But 
if it appeared, after all these animating efforts, on his part, 
that the mourners among his people were unable to accom- 
jpany him in these joyful exercises, he would suddenly 
diange his song of praise into a strain of supplication, and 
earnestly implore for them thi-Hght of his gracious counte- 
nance, whose prerogative it is to appoint beauty for ashes, 
the oil of joy for mournings and the garments of praise f of 
the spirit of heaviness. 

Thus with all possible plainness and fidelity, this ani- 
jnated preacher administered the good wprd of Cod in 
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his day and generation, whether it was a word of threaten- 
ing9 to the careless and impenitent, or a irord of consola- 
tion to the fearful and afflicted. 

Yet notwithstanding all the pains he took, he saw, for 
some time, little fruit of his labor : insomuch that he was 
xtaore than onee in doubt, whether he had not mistaken his 
place ; whether God had indeed called him to confine 
himself chiefly to one town, or to labor more at large in 
his vineyard. He seems to have been especially harrass- 
ed with doubts upon this subject» if at any time he was 
weak in faith, and in an uncomfortable state of mind.*-^ 
Thus in a letter to Mr. Charles Wesley, dated March 10, 
1 761, he says, " As I read your elegy,* I could not refrain 
my tears ; tears so much the more sweet, as they origina- 
ted in a secret hope, that I should one day strip off the 
polluted rags of my own righteousness, and put on the 
Lord Jesus Christy like the christian hero of your poem. 

*^ I feel more and more, that I neither abuie in Christ, 
nor Christ in me ; nevertheless, I do not so feel it, as to 
seek him without intermission. wretched 77ian that I 
* am^ who shall deliver me from this heart of unbelief ? 
Blessed be God, who has promised me this deliverance, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ ! 

*'A few days ago, I was violently tempted to quit Made- 
ley : the spirit of Jonah had so seized upon my heart, 
that I had the insolence to murmur against the Lord ; but 
the storm is now happily cabiied, at least for a season.-* 
Alas ! what stubbornness is there in the will of man ; and 
with what strength does it combat the will of God, under 
the mask of piety ^ when it can no longer do so with the 
uncovered, shameless facecif vice ! If a man hridleth not 
his ton^ue^ all his outward religion is vain. May we not 
add to this observation of St. James, that if a man bridleth 
not his will, which is the language of his desires, his in- 

• On the Rev. Dr. Matlan, formerly preacher at the Locke Hospital^ 
ijiliJndon. J. K. 
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ward religion is vain also I The Lord does not, however, 
leave me altogether ; and I have often a secret hope, that 
he will one day touch my heart and my lips with a live coal 
from his altar : and that then his word shall consume the 
stubble, and break to pieces the stone." 

Again a few weeks after he writes to the same, ^^ I know 
not what to say to you of the state of my soul : I daily 
struggle in the slough of Despond, and I endeavour every 
day to climb the hill Difficulty. I need wisdom, mildness, 
and courage ; and no man has less of them than I. O 
Jesus, my Saviour^ draw me strongly to him, who giveth 
wisdom to all who ask lU and upbraideth them not ! As 
to the state of my parish, the prospect is yet discouraging. 
New scandals succeed those that wear away ; but offences 
must come : happy shall I be^ if the offence cometh not by 

mer 

Although he did not immediately see much fruit of his 
labours, yet God soon gave him some proofs that his word 
was not altogether without its desired effect. In a letter, 
written some time after his going to Madeley, he mentions 
three persons who ^^ professed that they had received the 
consolations of divine love under his ministry :" but^ says 
he, ^^ I wait for their fruits." Another instance is men- 
tioned by Mr. Wesley, which, it seems, occurred when he 
was under great discouragement : ^^ A multitude of people 
had flocked together at a funeral. He seldom let these 
awful opportunities slip without giving a solemn exhorta- 
tion. At the close of the exhortation which was then 
given, one man was so grievously offended, that he could 
not refrain from breaking out into scurrilou8» yea, mena- 
cing language. But, notwithstanding all his struggling 
against it, the word fastened upon his heart. At first, in- 
deed, he roared like a lion ; but he soon wept like a child. 
Not long after he came to Mr. Fletcher in the most humble 
manner, asking pardon for his past outrageous behaviour, 
and begging an intere^ in his prayers. This was such a 
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refreshment as he stood in need of: and it was but a short 
time, before the poor broken-hearted sinner was filled with 
joy unspeakable. He then spared no pains in exhorting 
his fellow sinners to flee from the ¥rrath to come." 

From the beginning Mr. Fletcher did not confine his 
preaching to the church, nor his labors to his own parish. 
Soon after his going to reside at Madeley, we find him ex* 
pressing himself thus to a friend in one of his letters. ^^ I 
have frequently had a desire to exhort in Madeley-Wood, 
and Coalbrook-Dale, two villages of my parish; but I have 
not dared to run before I saw an open door : it now, I 
think, begins to open ; as two small sociedes of twentf 
persons have formed themselves in those places.'' 

To a litde society^ which he gathered about six miles 
from Madeley, he preached two or three times a week, be- 
ginning at five in the morning. Nay, for many years, he 
regularly preached at places, eight or ten, or sixteen miles 
off: returning the same night, though he seldom got home 
before one or two in the morning. 

In these his labours of love, however, although under- 
taken and prosecuted with the sole view of glorifying God, 
and saving souls from death eternal, he met with no litde 
opposition and persecution. Indeed, the highest degrees 
of piety to God, or of benevolence to mankind, are found 
insufficient to secure a man from the reproaches of the 
world. " On the contrary,*' as Mr. Gilpin has justly ob- 
served, " religion and virtue when carried to an extraor- 
dinary pitch of excellence, have generally exposed the pos- 
sessors of them to the slander of malevolence and rigours 
of persecutioo.** Many were the instances of opposidon 
whicli the enemies of God and his truth, made to this 
hoiv and benevolent man, and various were the snares 
which they laid to entangle him, out of all whichf how- 
ever, the Lord graciously delivered him, not suffering 
them to hurt an hair of his head. 

Hia situation with respect to the unworthy part of his 
parishioners,** says Mr. Gilpin, '^ was similar to the situ- 
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ation of Daniel, with respect to the Babylonish courtiers : 
his whole conduct was so admirably regulated by circum- 
spection and prudencCf that malice itself could find no oc- 
casion against him, except concerning the Unv of his God* 
The voluptuary detested his temperance and self-denial : 
the man of pride poured contempt upon his humility and 
condescension ; the licentious were offended at his gra- 
vity and strictness : and the formal were roused to indig« 
nation by that spirit of zeal and devotioUf which influenced 
his whole conversation and conduct* All of these, ho^fu 
ever they might differ among themselves, were leagued 
together as the inveterate enemies of diis venerable pas- 
tor* They wrested his words, they misrepresented his 
actions^ and cast out his name as evil. But, whatever he 
was called to suffer from the malice and opposition of his 
enemies, he endured it all with the utmost magnanimity 
and composure, not rendering evil for evil, or railing for 
railing ; but, contrariwise, blessing* While some indig- 
nant professors are ready, with James and John, to com^ 
viand fire from heaven for the destruction of their oppo- 
sers; and while others are inquiring, with Peter^ how 
often they are to meet their offending brethren with un- 
feigned forgiveness, he gave himself an example of that 
uncommon charity, which ^ suffereth long, and is kind; 
which is not easily provoked, and thinketh no evil. When 
he was reviled, he reviled not again ; when he suffered, he 
threatened not ; but committed himself to him that judgeth 
righteously.' 

^ Whether he was insulted in his person, or injured in 
his property ; whether he was attacked with open abuse, 
or pursued by secret calumny ; through the testimony of a 
good conscience, he walked amid the most violent assaults 
of his enemies, as a man completely invulnerable ; and 
while his firmness discovered that he was unhurt, his for- 
bearance testified that he was unoffended. His love was 
truly unconquerable : the cold waters of disrespect, could 
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not quench it^ neither could floods of reproftch drown it*^^ 
Being' reviled^ hebiessed; bttng persecutedf he suffered it i 
being defamed, he entreated ; provoking his enemies, by 
every affectionate method to love and good works* When- 
ever he discerned a virtue in the character of an adversa* 
ly, he commended it, he magnified it, he rejoiced over it^ 
and endeavoured to make it a medium of reconciliation* 
Whenever he discovered an enemy in distress,' he hastened 
to meet him with tokens of generosity and kindness ; if he 
' hungered^ he fed him ; if he thirsted^ he gave him drink; 
if he was oppressed, he maintained his cause ; if his heart 
was brought down through heaviness, he endeavoured to 
support and console him ; embracing, with thankfulness, 
every possible opportunity of heaping coals of fire on his 
head:' 

It must be observed here, however, that the opposition, 
which some of his parishioners and others made to himy 
was of that nature, that he was constrained, although re- 
luctant to denounce upon them the judgments of God, and 
to warn them^ if they did not repent, God would speedily 
cut them off. And the truth of these predictions, as I may 
not improperly term them, was shown over and over by 
their signal accomplishment. January 13, 1766^ he wrote 
to a friend as follows : 

*^ This evening I have buried one of the warmest oppo-* 
sers of my ministry, a stout^ strong, young man, aged twen- 
ty-four years. About three months ago, he came to the 
church-yard with a corpse, but refused to come into the 
church. When the burial was over, I went to him, and 
mildly expostulated with him. His constant answer, was 
*.*that he had bound himself never to come to church 
^ while I was there; adding, that he would take the con- 
^ sequences, &c.' Seeing I got nothing, I left him, saying 
with uncommon warmth, (though as far as I can remem- 
ber, without the least touch of resentment) ^ I am clear 
^^]^ur blood ; henceforth it is upon your own head ; you 
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will not cotne to church upon your legs, prepa!^e to come 
.upo-1 your neiffhbiour^s shoulders. He wasted from that 
time, and to my great surprize hath been buried on the 
spot where we were, when the conversation passed be* 
tween us. When I visited him in his sickness, he seemed 
tatne as a wolf in -a trap* O may God have turned him 
into a sheep in his last hours !'* 

Mr. Fletcher was wondrously skilled in adapting himself 
to the different capacities and conditions of his hearers.-— 
He could stoop to the illiterate, and rise with the learned; 
he had incontrovertible arguments for the sceptic, and 
powerful persuasives for the listless believer ; he had sharp 
remonstrance for the obstinate, and strong cons(3lation for 
the mourner : and, like a scribe thoroughly instructed unto 
the kingdom of heaven, he brought forth out of his trea- 
sures thing's new and oldf as occasion required. To hear 
him without admiration^ was impossible ; without profit, 
improbable. The unthinking went from his presence un- 
der the influence of serious impressions, and the obdurate 
with kindled relentings. Many an unsuspecting trifler has 
he enclosed in the gospel net, and many a happy captive 
has he led in the course of his public ministry, yro/w dark* 
ness to lightf and from the power of Satan to God. I 
shall here transcribe a short passage from a letter address- 
ed to me, by one of the author's esteemed friends. " I would 
" rather have heard," says the writer, << one sermon from 
** Mr. Fletcher, viva voce^ than read a volume of his 
** works. His words were clothed with power, and enter- 
" ed with effect. His writings are arrayed in all the garb 
" of human literature. But his living word soared an ea- 
** gle's flight above humanity. He basked in the sun, car- 
** ried his young ones on his wings, and seized the prey 
*' for his master. In short, his preaching was apostoitc ; 
** while his writings, though enlightened, are but humanJ** 
The concern which Mr. Fletcher expressed for the relief 
of the unfortunate and afllicted, was truly uncommon ; but 
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his compassion was stUl more abundant toward the immo^ 
ral and profane^ whom he constantly regarded as the most 
miserable of men. While he detested vice, he pitied the 
Ticious ; and while he fled from sin, as from the face of a 
serpent, he turned to the sinner with the warmest emotions 
of benevolence and charity. Considering the wicked, as 
poor beyond the power of expression, he joyfully presented 
them with the pearl of great price. He saw them wan- 
dering as sheep without a shepherd, and endeavoured to 
conduct them to the fold of God : he beheld them attempt- 
ing to quench their thirst at the poisoned streams of world- 
ly pleasure, and affectionately invited them to the fountain 
of Ihtng waters ; he saw them heedlessly rushing to the 
gates of deaths and laboured to turn their feet into the xvay 
everlasting'. 

Animated with that burning charity, by which St. Paul 
was impelled to publish the gospel from nation to nation, 
this evangelical preacher was consti'ained, not only within^ 
but as has been observed above, beyond the limits of his 
parish, to follow after the ignorant, the careless, and the 
abandoned, warning every man, and teaching every man 
in all wisdom^ that he might present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus. Considering the business with which he 
was charged, as an employment of the highest importance, 
without paying any servile attention to times or places^ he 
lost no opportunity- of executing the commission he had 
received. His highest wish was to convert the wicked 
from the error of his zifay ; and in the course of so ardu- 
ous an undertaking, he was prepared, at the command of 
his Lord, to go forth into the highivays and hedges with 
the invitations of the gospel ; anxious to do the work of 
an evangelist with all possible fidelity, and not ashamed, 
that every hour and eveiy place should bear testimony to the 
affectionate zeal, with which he laboured for the welfare of 
the church. 

As the miser toils to increase his hoards, and as the 
ambitious person studies to advance his reputation in 
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the world ; with equal assiduity and desire this holy man 
endeavoured to promote the reformation of the ungodly. 
Rising' up early hnd late taking rest^ he was employed, 
either directly or indirectly, through the whole of the day, 
in hiring labourers into the service of his Lord* To en- 
gage their attention and excite their desire, he set before 
them the freedom of that service, the honours that attend 
It, and the rewards that follow it : to strengthen their fee- 
ble resolution, he joyfully offered them every brotherly as- 
sistance ; and to shame their inactivity, he pointed them to 
the example of those, who cheerfully bore all the burden 
and heat of the day. As an affectionate father conducts 
himself toward his disobedient children, reproving and al- 
luring, admonishing and persuading them, with every af- 
fecting testimony of parental tenderness ; so this spiritual 
father conducted himself toward the children of trans- 
gression and impiety, seeking by every effectionate method, 
to engage them in the pursuit of that holiness^ xvithout 
which no man shall see the Lord* 

With respect to individuals, he was peculiarly careful 
to choose the fittest opportunity of conversing with them 
upon sacred subjects. In the day of their prosperity, he 
sometimes spake to them, as it were at a distance ; but in 
the day of their adversity, he redoubled his efforts, and fol- 
kwed them with the most familiar attention ; fully per- 
suaded, that religious impressions can never be made in a 
more favourable season, than when the heart has been soft- 
ened by previous afflicting providences. Were they desti- 
tute of spiritual knowledge ?— he explained to them the 
mysteries of evangelical truth. Were they presuming upon 
the mercy they had formerly abused t — he awakened their 
fears by representations of that righteous wrath ^ which is 
revealed from Heaven against all ungodliness. Were they 
doubtful of ever Rnding acceptance with God;— he ani- 
mated their hopes, and encouraged them to a steady de- 
pendance upon the promises of God ; happily adapting his 
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several applications to the circumstances of his spiritual pa- 
tients. Such was the ardent charity of this father in 
Christ toward the depraved and unbelieving, wherever he 
discovered them ; a charity, which was frequently no less 
eifectual in its operations, than powerful in its essence. A 
number of instances of this might be produced if need 
were. 

The same concern for the spiritual welfare of his flock, 
together with the very mean opinion which he had formed 
of himself, induced him from time to time to invite other 
ministers to visit his parish, and assist him to make known 
to the inhabitants thereof the riches of the grace of God* 
The Rev. Mr. John Wesley frequently visited him ; and 
many are the invitations which we find to Mr. Charles 
Wesley, in his letters to that servant of God. Nor did he 
confine his invitations to ministers of the established church, 
but requested the aid even of such as had not been episco- 
pally ordained. In or about the year 1 764, he writes as fol- 
lows to Mr. Mather, a well known and eminent preacher 
in Mr. Wesley's connexion.* " I desire you will call at 
the Bankf as often as you have opportunity. An occasion- 
al exhortation from you or your fellow-labourer, at the 
Bank, Dale, &c. will be esteemed a favour; and I hope 
that my stepping, as Providence directs, to any of your 
places (leaving to you the management of the societies) 
will be deemed no encroachment. In short, we need not 
make two parties : I know but one heaven below^ and that 

• The Rev Alexander Mather (a native of Scotland,) whose just 
praise is in all the Methodist churches, was a m;in of such excellent 
knowledge, piety and usefulness, that for almost half a century, he was 
emphatically styled «« Mr. Wesley's rig-ht hand." He died in England, 
August 22d, 1800, and in his dying experience was accomplished that 
saying of the Psalmist : '* Mark the perfect, and behold the upri^t, for 
the end of that man is peace/' j. K. 

f A place about five miles from his parish, on which he had bestow* 
•d muchlabour> and where he had gathered a small society. 
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is Jesus's love ; let us both go and abide in it, and when 
we have gathered as many as we can to go with us, too 
many will still suy behind." May 27, 1766, he says to a 
friend, ** The coming of Mr. Wesley's preachers into my 
parish gives me no uneasiness. As I am sensible that 
every body does better, and, of course, is more acceptable 
than myself, I should be sorry to deprive any one of a 
blessing ; and I rejoice that the work of God goes on by 
any instrument or in any place.'' 

Thus this man of God laboured to be useful in every ^ 
possible way. By preaching, conversing, writing; by in^ 
structing, reproving, encouraging ; exhorting ; by warnings 
and beseeching ; by word and deed ; by acting and suf- 
fering, and especially by letting his light shine before men^ 
and exhibiung to their view an example of sincere and ge- 
nuine piety and virtue, he endeavoured^ with the most ar- 
dent zeal, and unwearied diligence, to advance the honour 

m 

and interest of his divine master. At home and abroad, in 
company and alone, in public and in private, he ceased not 
to keep in view and prosecute his great and important 
design. 

But although, as will readily be allowed by every un- 
prejudiced reader of this Narrative, ** he* was far more 
abundant in his public labours, than the greater part of his 
companions in the holy ministry ; yet,'' as Mr. Gilpin just- 
ly observes, ^^ these bore but little proportion to those in- 
ternal exercises of prayer and supplication, to which he 
was wholly given up in private. The former, of necessity^ 
were frequently discontinued ; but the latter were almost 
uninterruptedly maintained, from hour to hour. He lived 
in the spirit of prayer ; and whatever employments he was 
engaged in, this spirit was constantly manifested through 
them all. Without this he neither formed any design, nor 
entered upon any duty : without this, he neither read, nor 

* Gilpin's Notes. 
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conversed : without this, he neither visited, nor received a 
vbitant. 

^^ Before I was of sufficient age," proceeds dxe last men- 
tioned reverend author, " to take Holy Orders, I thankful- 
ly embraced the oflFered privilege of spending a few months 
beneath the roof of this exemplary man^ to whom I was at 
that time an entire stranger : and I well remember how 
solemn an impression was made upon my heart, by the 
manner in which he received me. He met me at his door, 
with a look of inexpressible benignity ; and conducting me 
by the hand into his house, intimated a desire of leading 
me immediately into the presence of that God^ to whom 
the government of his litde family was ultimately sub- 
mitted. Instandy he fell upon his knees, and poured out 
an earnest prayer^ that my r))resent visit might be rendered 
both advantageous and comfortable^ that the secret of the 
Lord might rest upon our common tabernacle, and that our 
society might be crowned by an intimate fellowship with 
that promised Emmanuel, in whom all the families of the 
earth are called to inherit a blessing. This may serve as 
a specimen of the manner, in which he was accustomed to 
receive his guests.*' 

In his social prayers he paid but litde attention to those 
rulest which have been laid down, with respect to the com* 
position and order of these devotional exercises. As the 
Spirit gave him utterance, so he made his requests known 
unto God. But, while he prayed with the Spirit^ he prayed 
xvith the understanding also. His words flowed spontane- 
ously and without any premeditation, yet always wonder- 
fully adapted to the occasion. Nothing impertinent, arti- 
ficial, or surperfluous, appeared in his addresses to God : 
and while he presented those addresses, there was a so- 
lemnity and animation in his manner, which tended not 
only to edify, but to quicken and exalt the soul. There 
have been seasons of supplication, in which he appeared to 
be carried out far beyond the ordinary limits of devotion ; 
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when like his Lord upon the Mount, while he has conti- 
nued to pour out his mighty prayer, the fashion of his coun* 
tenance has been changed^ and his face has appeared as the 
face of an angeh None, except those who have^frequendy 
joined with him in this enlivening duty, can have any just 
conception of the manner in which he performed it. They 
who have enjoyed this privilege, have seen and felt, what 
is not to be described : and to others, it can only be said, 
that his prayer was the prayer of faith, always fervent^ 
often effectual, and invariably a mingled flow of supplica- 
tion and gratitude, humility and confidence, resignation and 
fervour, adoration and love. 

By the ardour of his social prayers, some judgment may 
be formed of his secret supplications : but of his frequent 
vehement struggles, and unutterable breathings, in these 
private exercises, he alone can judge who seeth in secret. 
His deepest and most sensible communications with God 
were enjoyed in those hours, when the door of his closet 
was shut against human creatures a well as human cares* 
And though he rejoiced to lift up his hands in company 
with his friends, yet, when his heart was at any time pe- 
culiarly enfiamed with desire, or pressed with affliction, he 
would say to his friends, as Christ to his disciple's, Sit ye 
here^ while I go and pray yonder* His closet was the fa- 
vourite retirement, to which he constantly retreated, when- 
ever his public duties allowed him a season of leisure* 
Here he was privily hidden, as in the presence of God. 
Here he would either patiently wait for, or joyfully triumph 
in the loving kindness of the Lord* Here he would plunge 
himself into the depths of humiliation ; and from hence, at 
other seasons, as from another Pisgah, he would take a 
large survey of the vast inheritance, which is reserved for 
the saints. Here he would ratify his solemn engagements 
to God : and here like the good king Hezekiah, he would 
spread the various circumstances of his people at the feet 
of their common Lord. In all cases of difficulty he would 
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retire to this eonfliecrated place to ask counsel of the Most 
High ; and here, in times of uncommon distress, he has 

continued during whole nights in prayer before God. 

At one period of his life he was brought into such an 
kitri9ate situation, that he was wholly at>a loss to discover 
what God required at his hand : and such was the diffi- 
culty before him, that the opinions of his most experienced 
friends could afford him but litde light with respect to it. 
In this state, for three months successively, he spread th« 
intricacies of his case before the Judge of all the earthy 
entreating that he would direct the course of his conduct, 
by the order of his providence, and the influence of his 
Spirit* His request was continued till an answer was ob- 
tained, which was not till the wall of his chamber could 
exhibit a proof of his vehement intercession ; that part of 
it, against which he was accustomed to kneel, appearing 
deeply stained with the breath he had spent in fervent sup- 
plication : such was the ardour of his spirit, and such 
die devotion of his heart ! The above circumstance was 
discovered by some about him, who were well acquainted 
with his manner in trying situations. 

His j^eaching was perpetualy preceded, accompanied, 
^d succeeded by prayer. Before he entered upon the per- 
formance of his duty, he requested of the great Master of 
.assemblies a subject adapted to the conditions of his pec* 
pie : earnestly soliciting for himself, wisdom, utterance, 
and power ; for them a serious frame, an unprejudiced 
mind, and a retentive heart. This necessary preparation 
for the profitable performance of his ministerial duties, was 
of longer or shorter duration, according to his peculiar 
state at that time : and frequently he could form an accu- 
rate judgment of the effect that would be produced in pub- 
lic, by the langor or enlargement he had experienced in 
private. Tlie spirit of prayer accompanied him from the 
closet to the pulpit ; and while he was outwardly employ- 
ed in pressing the truth upon his hearers, he was inwardly 
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engaged in pleading that last great promise of bis un- 
changeable Lord, lam vnth you alway^ even unto the end 
of the world. 

From the great congregation he again withdrew to Jiis 
•acred retreat, there requesting in secret, that a blessi&g 
might accompany his public labors, and that the seed which 
he had sown, being treasiured up in honest and good hearts^ 
might sooner or later become abundantly fruitful. 
. While it is here recorded, that this faithful servant of 
God was accustomed to pray without ceasing^ it must 
be noted, at the same time, as a distinguishing part of his 
character, that in every thing he gave thanks* His heart 
was always in a grateful frame, and it was his chief delight 
to honour God by offerir^ him thanks and praise. Fre- 
quendy, when he has been engaged in recounting the gra- 
cious dealings of God with respect to himself, or his sig- 
aal favors conferred upon the church, he has broke out in 
a strain of holy rejoicing. thai men would therefore 
praise the Lord for his goodness, and declare the wonders 
that he doeth for the children of men I He considered 
every unexpected turn of providence, as a manifestation of 
his Father's good pleasure, and discerned causes ofthanks- 
giving, either obvious or latent, in every occurrence.-*— 
Thus, either in the expectation, or in the possession of pro- 
mised mercies, he rejoiced evermore* • The immediate cau- 
ses of his joy were manifold, public and private, spiritual 
jmd temporal ; but they were all swallowed up in the ad- 
vancement of Christ's kingdom upon earth. This he con- 
«ideied, as a subject of universal rejoicing, and for this, 
he more especially desired to praise the name of God with 
a song^ and to magnify it with thanksgiving. 

As he has justly expressed it in his Portrait of St. Paul^ 
p. 103, 2nd edition—-^ Pastors, who pray for their flocks, 

* pray not in vain. Their fervent petitions are heard, sin- 

* ners are converted, the faithful are edified, and thaoks- 

* giving is shortly joined to suppUcation*' With re- 

G 
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spect to himself it was abundantly so. The seed which 
he had watered with his tears, and followed with hiB 
prayers, produced, at length a plentiful harvest* His mi« 
nistry was attended with unusual success, and a considera- 
ble body of his people saluted each other as brethren in 
Christ. His exultation over these, in their regenerate 
estate, was equal to his former solicitude on their account : 
and as often as an occasion has presented itself of leading 
a penitent prodigal into the household of God, his carriage 
has beea marked with every possible demonstration of 
joy. Leading the returning wanderer into his spiritual fa* 
mily, he would cry out, with a countenance full of holy 
triumph, * If there be joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner that repenteth, then it is meet that 
we should rejoice and be glad together this day for this 
my son was dead^ and is alive again ; he was losU ond is 
found. His joy was continually receiving some accession 
of this kind. From year to year, sinners were converted 
from the error of their ways, and believers were built up . • 
in their most holy faith : while he appeared among them as 
a happy father, rejoicing in their prosperity, and blessed in 
the blessings of his spiritual children. 

Such were the different states of earnest prayer, and 
joyful praise, with which this evangelical preacher was 
deeply acquainted, and which mutually preceded and suc- 
ceeded each other in his christian experience. 

It was observed to the disgrace of the ancient scribes, 
that they bound Ueavy burdens upon others, which they 
themselves refused to touch with one of their Jingers : and 
their uncharitable conduct in this respect, was publicly con- 
demned by the blessed Jesus, who pronounced the severest 
judgments upon their self-indulgence. Contrasted with 
the carriage of those illiberal pretenders to piet>', the con- 
duct of Mr. Fletcher appeared in a truly admirable and ex- 
emplary point of view. Far from subjecting others to 
those hardships and restraints, which he refused to impose 
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upon himself, he cheerfully endeavoured to lighten the bur- 
dens of his brethren, though it was by redoubling his own. 
He laboured to quicken, and not to retard the progress of 
the weak and inexperienced. He compassionated their 
defects, and made excuse for their constitutional infirmi- 
ties, in the manner of his gracious Master, who kindly 
apologized for the* inattention of his sleeping discipks. 

He studied to present the religion of Jesus in its most 
alluring form, not as a vial of wrath but as a cup of cojuO' 
lation ; not as a galling yoke, but as a sacred tie ; not as a 
' depressing burdeK\, but as a never-failing support. When 
he beheld the incautious entangled in the mazes of tempta- 
tion, he tenderly lamented the effects of their indiscretion ; 
and instead of throwing unnecessary impediments in the 
way of their escape, he affectionately laboured to break 
through the snare, and deliver the captive* If his brother 
was overtaken in a fault, he endeavoured to restore him 
in the spirit of meekness^-^if his conscience was wounded 
with a sense of his guilt, he hastened to meet him with 
healing remedies, — if he was overwhelmed with the dread 
of his besetting sin, and harrassed with the apprehension 
of future miscarriages, he encouraged him to come boldly 
to the throne of grace^ that he might obtain mercy ^ and 
find grace to help him in every time of need. In his whole 
deportment towards the ignorant and unfaithful, he copied 
the chiu-acter of a skilful and affectionate preceptor, who 
keeps future difficulties as far removed as possible from the 
view of his pupils, accommodating their exercises to their 
several capacities, overlooking their past negligence, sup- 
plying their present deficiencies, and mentioning their poor 
attainments with commendation and praise* 

But while his conduct towards othefs was marked with 
unusual lenity and tenderness, he exercised the strictest 
severity with regard to himself. He sought after an entire 
conformity to the perfect will of God. And to accelerate 
his progress towards this desirable state, he cheerfully re- 
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QOUDced his natural habits^ and resolutely opposed his own 
will, unwearicdly labouring to bring every thought into 
captivity to the obtdtence of Christ. He struggled against 
the most innocent of his infirmities ; he entered upon the 
most painful exercises ; and refused to allow himself in 
. the least temporary indulgencies, which were not perfect- 
ly consistent with a life of unfeigned mortificaUon and self- 
denial. He engaged himself in every kind of spiritual la- 
bor, with the most intense application, suffering no talent 
to remain unoccupied, nor any moment to pass by unimpro- 
ved : and so perfecdy was he inured to habits of christian 
industry, that he never discovered an inclination to sweeten 
the most laborious exercises, with those refreshments and 
relaxations, which he esteemed not only allowable, but, in 
tome cases, necessary, to his weaker brethren. Consider- 
ing himself as a member of Christ's militant church, he 
complained of no hardships, nor thought any difficulty too 
great to be encountered, in the course of his warfare. He 
was careful to act, in every instance, consistently with his 
high profession; training himself up to spiritual hardness 
and activity, by a resolute attention to the strictest rules of 
christian discipline ; preferring the path of duty before the 
lap of repose; neither listening to the suggestions of fear^ 
nor regarding the dictates of worldly prudence ; stifling 
even the necessary calls of nature, that he might foUow, 
with less interruption, the leadings of grace ; and, finally, 
counting neither ease, nor interest^ nor reputation, nor even 
life itself, dear to him, that he mif^i Jintsh his course with 

Joy.'' 
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OF THE EXCURSIOJVS HE MADE TO DIFFER- 
EJrr PLACESj HIS FIRST VISIT TO HIS JSTATIVE 
COUJ^TTRTy HIS OFFICE AJ^D USEFUU^TESS 4T 
TREVECKA, AJ^D OF THE STEPS WHEREBY 
HE WAS LED TO WRITE Ojy COJ^ROVERSML 
SUBJECTS. 

Although Mr, Fletcher was attached in no com- 
mon degree to those among whom he was appointed to la- 
bour ; and ahhough his endeavours were chiefly exercised 
for their spiritual benefit ; yet was his heart enlarged also 
toward all the children of God, by whatever name they 
were distinguished, or wherever the bounds of their habi- 
tation were fixed. And he was ready, at all dmes, as far 
as his duty to his parishioners would permit^ to minister to 
fhem the word of life. *^ Considering himself as a debtor^ 
both to the Greeks^ and to the Barbarians^ he was ready, 
had it been possible, to have visited the uttermost parts of 
the earth with the truths of the Gospel : and wherever a 
christian church was established^ he appeared deeply inte- 
rested in its welfare, expressing a vehement desire, that it 
might be regulated in all things as the House of Godj and 
become, to happy thousands, the gate of Hewoen* When 
die members of any distant Church were represented, as ' 
exemplary for their faith, their zeal, or their love, he re- 
ceived the report of their advancement in grace with de- 
monstrations of the sincerest joy, and publicly expressed 
his gratitude to that great Master of Assemblies, who hath 
pleasure in the prosperity oj his servants. When the pro* 
fessors of Christianity, in any part of the world, were ob- 
served to grow weary of well-doing, either declining from 
the Faith of the Gospel, or neglecting to walk Worthy of 
their high vocation; his heart was penetrated, on their ac- 
count, with the most lively concern : he lamented their in- 

' Gilpin's notes. 
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Stability in secret, and watered his couch -with his tears. 
When the spiritual Vine, in ^ome remote part of the vine- 
yard, appeared to be in danger from the fury of the oppres- 
sor ; when her hedges were broken down and her fruit torn 
away by the hand of persecution, he entered deeply into 
the distresses of the suiFering church ; he fasted, he wept, 
he prayed, making continual intercession before the great 
Lord of the Vineyard, that he would look dovm from hea- 
ven, and visit the plant, which he had formerly strengthen- 
ed for himself; that spreading forth its boughs again unto 
the sea, and its branches unto the river, the hills might be 
covered with the shadow of it, and the land be filled with 
its fruits. 

In 1767, he was in Wales and Yorkshire, he also occa^ 
sionally visited Bristol and Bath, during which time, as 
well as during his absence in the preceding year, the Rev. 
Mn Brown was entrusted with the care of his flock. Of 
him Mr. Fletcher entertained a high opinion, and placed 
an entire confidence in his prudence, piety, and zeal* ^^ I 
thank you,'* says he to Mr. Ireland, " for your care to pro- 
cure not only a supply for my church, but such an agree- 
able, acceptable, and profitable one as Mr. Brown. I know 
none that should be more welcome than he. Tell him, 
with a thousand thanks for his condescension, that I deli- 
ver my charge over to him fully, and give him a carte 
blanche f to do or not to do, as the Lord shall direct him." 
How long Mr. Brown continued at Madeley, I cannot say> 
nor whether he supplied Mr. Fletcher's church during the 
time the latter spent in his native country, in company 
with his faithful and tried friend Mr. Ireland, in the spring 
of the year 1770. He had formed the design of paying his 
friends this visit in the preceding spring, as appears by the 
following paragraph of a letter to the same friend, dated 
March 26, 1769. 

*' I shall be obliged to go to Switzerland, this year or the 
next^ if I live, and the Lord permit. I have there a bro- 
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ther, a worthy man, who threatens to leave his wife and 
children to come and pay me a visit, if I do not go and see 
him myself. It is some time since our gracious Gk)d has 
convinced him of sin, and I have by me some of his letters 
which give me great pleasure : this circumstance has more 
weight with me than the settlement of my affairs/' 

Nevertheless he did not go during that year, for in 1770 
he was still undetermined respecting his intended visit to 
France and Switzerland, as appears by a letter of the 13th 
of January to Mr. Ireland, written from Wales. 

*' I know not what to think of our journey. My heart 
frequently recoils ; I have lost all my hopes of being able to 
preach in French, and I think if I could, they wDl not per- 
mit me. I become more stupid every day : my memory 
SeuIs me in a surprising manner. I am good for nothing, 
but to go and bury myself in my parish. Judge, then, 
<vhether I am fit to go into the world. On the other hand, 
I fear that your journey is undertaken pardy from com* 
plaisance to me, and in consequence of the engagement we 
made to go together. I acquit you of your promise, and 
if your business do not really demand your presence in 
France, I beg you will not think of going there on my ac- 
count. The bare idea of giving you trouble would make 
the journey ten times more disagreeable to me than the 
season of the year. 

** If your affairs do not really call you to France, I will 
wait until Providence and grace shall open a way for me 
to the mountains of Switzerland, if I am ever to see them 
again. Adieu. Give yourself wholly to God. A divided 
heart, like a divided kingdom, falls naturally, by its own 
gravity, either into darkness, or into sin. My heart's de- 
sire is, that the love of Jesus may fill your soul, and that 
of your unworthy, and greatly obliged servant, 

J.F." 

His friendy it appears, had solved his doubts, and an- 
swered his objections so much to his satisfaction in his re- 
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ply, that they soon afterwards undertook their jocurnef, 
and travelled through a great part of France and Italy, as 
well as visited Switzerland. It is extremely to be regretted, 
that neither of them kept a journal during this tour, as 
the incidents which occurred, I know, were such as would 
have afforded much important, as well as pleasing infer* 
m^on, if recorded in a narrative of this kind. In order, 
in some degree, to supply this want, I insert here the fol« 
lowing short account of some of these occurrences, which 
Mn Ireland has kindly favoured me with, in answer to my 
inquiries* 

His words are^ — ^^ It would give me great pleasure to 
add any thing to what I have already communicated re« 
specting my much esteemed, but deceased friends But 
alas ! I may as well attempt to gather up water spilt on 
the ground* I was with him day and night, in our first 
journey, nearly five months, travelling all over Italy and 
France ; at that time a popish priest resided in his parish, 
who attempted to mislead the poor people* Mr* Fletcher, 
therefore, throughout his journey, attended the sermons 
of the Roman Catholic Clergy, visited their convents and 
monasteries, and conversed with all the most serious 
among them, whom he met with, in order that he mig^t 
thoroughly know their sentiments concerning spiritual re* 
ligion* And he was so very particular in making his ob- 
servations respecting the gross and absurd practices of the 
priests and other clergy, especially while we were in Italy, 
that we were frequently in no small danger of our lives. 
He wished to attend the pope's chapel at Rome, but I would 
not consent to accompany him, till I had obtained a pro* 
mise from him, that he would forbear to speak by way of 
; * censure or reproof of what he saw or heard. He came in- 

to company with a great many men of science and learn- 
ing, with whom he conversed freely on gospel truths ; 
which most of them opposed with violence. A few heard 
and were edified* I have often said that I would give a 
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considerable sum of money, could I recollect or procure a 
copy of his arguments, and their replies^ respecting the 
capital truths of the Gospel. But, alas ! my memory fails 
me, and although I was exceedingly strubk with them at 
the time I heard them, yet as they occurred frequently, I 
had not leisure, on the journey, to take minutes of them* 
His whole life, as you well know, was a sermon : all his 
conversations were sermons. Even his disputadons with 
infidels were full of instruction. We met with a gentle- 
man of fortune once on a journey, an excellent classical 
scholar, with whom he continued near a fortnight in an 
hotel. He said he had travelled all over Europe, and had 
passed through all the Societies in England, to find a per- 
son whose life corresponded with the Gospels and with 
Paulas Epistles. And he asked me, (for it was with me 
he first began to converse) if I knew of any Clergyman, or 
Dissenting Minister in England, possessing a stipend of 
one hundred pounds a year ibr the cure of souls, who would 
not leave them all, if I offered him double that sum. I re* 
plied in the affirmative^ and soon pointed out my friend 
Fletcher, when absent. Disputations now commenced, 
which continued, at intervals, for many days. And they 
had this effect upon the gentleman, that he ever after reve« 
red and respected our friend; and when we met again^ 
many years after at Marseilles^ showed htm every civility." 
The instance referred to by Mr. Ireland in the precede 
ing account, is related more at large by Mr. Gilpin, in the 
following words : — " Some years ago, he met with a tra- 
veller on the continent, who had adopted the sentiments of 
Voltaire, with respect to the religion of Jesus ; a man of 
much information and refinement, and a strenuous oppo- 

ser of the Christian Faith. This gentleman no sooner un- 
derstood that he was sitting in company with a zealous de- 
fender of scriptural truth, but, confiding in his own supe- 
riority, he carelessly threw out the gauntlet, by ridiculing 
the sentiments which Mr. Fletcher maintained. Our pi- 

H 
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OU8 traveller immediately accepted the challenge with a 
modest assursuice, and the conversation between these two 
able disputants soon became serious. Every argument, on 
either side, was proposed with the greatest caution, and 
fevery proposition examined with the nicest accuracy. Af- 
ter the contest had continued for several hours together, 
the gentleman grew impatient at his want of success; 
while his calmer opponent confuted and exposed the tenets 
he had vainly endeavoured to maintain. 

'' This debate was continued, by adjournment for the 
space of a week ; and, during this season, whatever had 
been said upon the subject, by the most celebrated writers^ 
was regularly brought forward, and thoroughly canvassed. 
Mr. Fletcher repeatedly overcame his antagonist, whose 
arguments became more languid and ineffectual toward 
the close of the debate, and who regularly lost his temper 
and his cause together. In the course of this controversy, 
Mr. Fletcher took a view of the christian's enviable life, 
his consolation in trouble^ and his tranquillity in danger ; 
together with his absolute superiority to all the evils of life 
and the horrors of death, interspersing his remarks with 
many affectionate admonitions, and powerful persuasives 
to a rational dependence upon the truths of the GospeL 

^^ Such was the conclusion of this memorable debate, in 
the course of which, the unsuccessful disputant conceived 
so exalted an idea of his opponent's character, that he ne- 
ver afterwards mentioned his name but with peculiar vene* 
ration and regard. And, as a proof that this regard was 
unfeigned, meeting with Mr. Fletcher about eight years 
afterwards in Provence, where he lived in affluence and 
ease, he showed him every possible civility, entertaining 
him at his own house in the most hospitable manner, and 
listening to his conversation on spiritual subjects with all 
imaginable attention and respect." 

Such was the manner in which Mr. Fletcher acquitted 
himself in the defence of oppressed truth; and whether bis 
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efforts were successful or notf he left behind him, in every 
place, sufficient proofs of the acuteness, resolution) and 
constancy, with which he exerted himself in her cause. 

Another anecdote, similar to the preceeding is related 
by the same pious author, in the following words :—^^ Meet- 
ing some years ago with a young Genoese, who was re- 
turning from Antibes to Genoa, Mr. Fletcher, who was 
taking the same route, very courteously accepted the offer 
of his company. After a short conversation had taken ' 
place between them, our pious traveller was deeply affected 
to discover that his companion had imbibed the sceptical 
notions of the day. Upon this discovery he beheld the 
3routh with a mixtiire of compassion and hope, secretly de- 
termining to improve the providence which had cast this 
young stranger in his way, by attempting to lead him from 
the grossness of materialism to the spirituality of the Gos* 
pel. As they were detamed at Monacho by contrary 
winds, he thankfully embraced this favourable opportunity 
of conversing with his fellow-traveller in the freest and 
most aiFectionate manner. At first the young man main- 
tained his own sentiments with a great degree of warmth, 
and with a strong persuasion, that every attempt to refute 
them would be ineffectual : but in the course of a few hours 
he was unexpectedly staggered by the forcible arguments of 
his wiser opponent. At the end of two days' debate, he 
frankly acknowledged himself vanquished, and expressed a 
desirey that the controversy might be turned into a liberal 
inquiry respecting the nature of revealed religion. Here 
Mr. Fletcher entered upon a part of his province, to which 
he was always especially disposed, explaining the scriptures 
in a manner peculiar to himself, equally intelligible and 
sublimCf leading on his astonished companion from mys- 
tery to mystery, and opening before him an unbounded 
prospect of grace and glory. The young man was struck 
with the masterly skill, and affected with the more than pa- 
rental concern, of his instructor. He looked up to him 
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with reverence, and listened to him with admiration : and 
still, the longer he attended to his discourse, the more he 
was athirst for information, renewing the sacred subject, 
with little intermission from morning tUl night. 

<*> At length the young gendeman was constrained to ac- 
knowledge the natural depravity and darkness of his mind, 
bewailing his former inattention to the most momentous 
concemsy and lamenting with many tears, that he had wan- 
dered so long without the help of an experienced guide, to 
extricate him from the mazes of delusion and error* From 
diis time, he desired to be present at morning and evening 
prayer, on which occasions Mr. Fletcher was careful to 
expound some portion of scripture peculiarly adapted to 
his circumstances ; and during the continuance of these de- 
votional exercises, such was the solemn attention and de- 
portment of this altered youth, that a stranger would have 
supposed him a student of deep experience in the school of 
Christ, These religious impressions were not only con- 
tinued, but deepened from day to day, till their an*ival at 
Genoa ; when Mr Fletcher had the satisfaction of observ- 
ing, in the character of his amiable companion, every ap- 
parent token of a real and permanent change. 

**• During Mr. Fletcher's continuance at this place, he had 
frequent opportunities of conversing with his new acquain- 
tance, from whom he received many testimonies of afTec- 
tionate regard, and whom he endeavoured to establish in 
the faith of the Gospel. He gave him such directions and 
warnings as were suited to his state. He exhorted him to 
search the scriptures, and to continue instant in prayer. 
He set before him the trials and difficulties, which would 
probably attend his spiritual progress, together with the 
advantages and con&oladons, which must necessarily ac- 
company a religious life. He guarded him against the de- 
vices of an ensnaring world, and pointed out the vanity of 
its richest gifts ; how transient its smiles, how trifling its 
honourS) how uncertain its riches, how inconstant its f riend« 
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Bhip, how feeble its supports ;— entreating lum to mark it 
down in his memory, that the friend of the world is the 
enemy of God. And now* being called away from Genoa^ 
after taking a most aifectionate leave of his young disciple^ 
and comn^ending him to God in solemn prayer, he went 
on his way rejoicing J** 

We learn further from Mr. Ireland, that while they 
were at Marseilles, he procured for Mr. Fletcher the use 
of a Protestant Church in that neighbourhood. After this 
grant had been obtained, Mr. Fletcher made the circum* 
stance of his preaching there, the subject of most fervent 
prayer during the whole of the preceding week. And m- 
asmuch as he found no freedom in his mind, nor confi- 
dence in praying concerning it, nor expectation of doing 
good by preaching, he entreated Mr. Ireland every day^ 
even until the Sunday morning when he was to preach, to 
go and inform the Minister he must decline preaching. 
Mr. Ireland, however, refused ; and Mr. Fletcher was 
compelled, by a regard for consistency and propriety of 
conduct, to go up into the pulpit ; although under great fear 
and depression of mind. God was pleased, however, when 
he begun to pray, to give him great freedom of speech and 
enlargement of heart, and he afterwards preached in a man* 
ner that astonished all that heard him. The whole con* 
gregation, among whom were many Ministers, were in 
tears, and exceedingly affected, most part of the time that 
he was engaged in the service. 

The reader would observe that in one of the letters 
quoted above, Mr. Fletcher mentions his having a desire 
to visit some Hugonots (Protestants) in the South of 
France, and it was during this tour that his desire was 
gratified, and that the following circumstance took place, 
related by Mr* Gilpin in his notes. Indeed while on his 
last journey to the continent, he was not in a state of 
health to undertake any labour of the kind. 
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^ Passing some years ago/' says Mr. Gilpin, ** through 
die South of France, he expressed a longing desire to visit 
the Protestants in the Sevennes Mountainsy whose fathers 
bad suffered so greatly in the cause of godliness. To con- 
verse with the children of those who had laid down their 
lives in defence of the truth, was a privilege not to be des- 
pised by a man, who never lost an opportunity of convers- 
ing with a righteous person, without lamenting it as a 
real misfortune. Though the journey was long and dif- 
ficult, yet no argument could prevail with him to give up 
his resolution of attempting it on foot. * Shall I,' said he 
to his friend, * make a visit on horseback, and at ease, to 

* those poor cottagers, whose fathers were hunted along 

* yonder rocks, like partridges upon the mountains i No : 

* in order to secure a more friendly reception among them, 
^ I will visit them under the plainest appearance, and with 

* my staff in my hand.' 

" Accordingly he set out alone on this christian expe- 
ditious and, after travelling till it was nearly dark, he 
came to a small house, where he requested the favour of 
sitting up in a chair till the morning. It was not with- 
out some hesitation that the master of the cottage consent* 
ed to receive him : after which he immediately entered 
into discourse with his host and his wife, who were so 
much charmed with the conversation and manners of their 
guest, that thiey considered the richest provisions their 
house could afford, as too mean to be set before him. Af- 
ter a hasty repast the conversation was continued on the 
part of Mr. Fletcher, and attended to by the children, as 
well as by their parents, with a degree of eagerness, which 
discovered their desire of religious instruction. Before 
tficy retired to rest, prayer was proposed : and while this 
holy man was engaged in pouring out his fervent suppli- 
cations before God, the family around him were uncom- 
monly affected, melted into tears, and filled with holy ad- 
nuration. Eariy on the morrow, while he repeated his 



THE REV. JOHN FLETCHER* $3 

exhortations and renewed his prayers, he was listened to 
with the same veneration and earnestness ; when, taking 
an affectionate leave of the family, he left the whole house- 
hold in a state of astonishment and concern. This little 
relation was taken from the poor man himself, who imme- 
diately gave it out among his neighbours* that he had 
nearly refused to admit a stranger into his house, who 
proved to be rather an angel than a man. This family 
was of the Romish church. 

^^ Continuing his journey, Mr. Fletcher reached a little 
town, where he was entertained by a pious minister, to 
whom he had been recommended. Here he was received 
by the serious protestants with open arms, among whom 
he exercised his ministry with much freedom and success. 
He conversed with their elders, he admonished their 
youth, he visited their sick, diligendy exhorting and in- 
structing them from house to house, while many among 
them were comforted, and many built up in their most 
holy faith. 

^^ In the course of his progress through these movmtains, 
he put up at a little house, where his landlord was one 
of those persons who seldom utter a word unaccompanied 
by an oath. Our benevolent traveller addressed this un* 
thinking creature in his usual pointed and pathetic man- 
ner ; and not without effect. His heart was deeply pene- 
trated with the deserved rebuke, he confessed his error, and 
expressed a serious concern for the irregularity of his past 
conduct. Mr. Fletcher had many opportunities in the fa- 
> mily for the pious exercises of admonition and prayer; and, 
' i^v^^m the time of his sojourning among them, an uncommon 
Nformation was apparent in the conversation and manners 
if his host. It has since appeared, that the solemn exhorta- 
f^ffj tions he received* during this season, were attended with 
so extraordinary an effect upon this poor man, that, if on 
any future occasion he discovered an unholy warmth in his 
temper, nothing more was necessary to produce an imme- 
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diate calm in his mind, than die bare recollection of that 
Tenerable stranger, who had once lodged beneath hi^ roof. 
• ^ This tedious journey (of which a much more circum- 
itantial account might be given) while it evinced the love 
of this indefatigable pastor to those, whom he knew only 
by reportf was productive of the happiest consequences to 
Aose who attended his ministry upon this occasion, and es- 
pecially to those who entertained him in their families." * 
It was during this journey also, that while they were 
travelling through a part of Italy, as they approached the 
Appian-Way, he directed the driver to stop before he en- 
iered npon it. He then ordered the chaise door to be open- 
ed^ assuring his fellow-traveller, that his heart would not 
suffer him to ride over that ground^ upon which the apos* 
tie Paul had formerly walked chained to a soldier, on ac« 
eount of preaching the everlasting Gospel. As soon as 
he had set his foot upon this old Roman road, he took off 
his hat, and walking on, with his eyes lifted up to heaven, 
returning thanks to God, in a most fervent manner, for that 
light, those truths, and that influence of the Holy Spirit 
which were continued to the present day. He rejoiced 
that England was favoured with the Ciospel in its purity ; 
and devoudy implored, that Rome might again have the 
truths of that Gospel declared in those churches, which 
were disgraced with a worship litde superior to that of an- 
cient Athens* He then took a view of the exemplary life, 
the extensive travels, and astonishing labours of the great 
apostle. He recounted his sufferings when a prisoner, and 
his trials when at liberty ; his rigid self-denial, and his vol- 
untary poverty for the furtherance of the Gospel. He 
spoke of his painful ministry, and his violent persecutions, 
enlarging, with peculiar energj', up(m his last journey from 
Jerusalem to Rome. He then ran over his experience ;— . 
his faithy his love, his abundant, revelations, and his con- 
stant communion with the Lord Jesus Christ : demonstra- 
ting that, without such communion, he could never have 
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supported the sharp conflicts and repeated sufferings to 
which he was daily exposed. Here he adverted to his own 
situation, with a degree of gratitude that surpasses all de- 
scription. What a miracle of mercy, siud he, that a chris- 
tian^ hated and despised as he is by all men^ is yet suffer- 
ed to live : and that we, who desire to be such, can travel 
to this day unmolested among those, who abhor the truth 
as it is in Jesus. Their ancestors were stained with the 
blood of the innocent ; and were the gospel to be proposed, 
in its purity, to the present generatioUf they would rush up- 
on the preacher of it, as so many beasts of prey 1 if ht, who 
restrained the lions from devouring Daniel, were not pre- 
sent to control their destructive zeal* These remarks 
were continued for a long time together, sweedy intermixed 
with occasional prayer and praise. He breathed nothing 
but devotion, and had he not been prevented by the pre- 
sence of the driver, such were his feelings on treading this 
celebrated road, that he would certainly have acted like St. 
PauU when he retired to the river side, where praytr was 
wont to be made. 

Soon after his arrival in Switzerland, he was waited 
upon by the clergy at Nyonf who severally pressed him to 
honour their pulpits during his stay at that place. On the 
morrow of his arrival, being the sabbath-day, he address- 
ed his countrymen in an admirable discourse, the result of 
much prayer and meditation. The subject matter of this 
sermon, and the manner in which it was delivered, were 
equally striking. The clearness and pathos, with which he 
expressed himself on this occasion, attracted the attention 
of all, and filled many with a serious concern for the faith 
once delivered to the saints. Deists themselves listened 
with admiration ; while the multitude appeared as though 
they saw and heard one more than man. To adopt the 
French idea, he carried off the whole audience. During 
bis continuance at Nyonhe preached in different churches ;. 

I 
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and wherever he was announcedi muldtudes flocked from 
all quarters to attend him. The reputation of his great 
abilities drew together persons of every description ; and 
it was truly refreshing, says an intimate friend of Mr. 
Fletcher, who was present upon these occasions, to behold 
the powerful effects of the Gospel among those, who, be* 
fore that timey had seldom or never heard it proclaimed in 
its purity. Many despisers of revelation were over-awed 
and confounded; many formal professors were touched 
with the power of true religion ; and many careless^lovers 
of pleasure were impressed with a solemn sense of eternal 
things* 

One young man, in particular, was so deeply affected by 
the discourses of this powerful preacher, that he immedi- 
ately resolved to consecrate himself to the service of God 
in the work of the holy ministry. Accordingly he betook 
himself from that time to studies of a sacred nature, and is 
at this day minister of the protestant church at Lyons. 
Among others, a good old minister, who was more than 
seventy years of age, heard him gladly ; and earnestly en- 
treated him to lengthen out his visit at Nyon, though it 
should be but for a single week beyond the time proposed 
for his departure. He urged his request with much impor- 
tunity ; and when he found that his desire could not con- 
veniently be complied with, the old man wept, and turning 
to Mr. Fletcher's fellow-traveller, affectingly exclaimed, 
^ O Sir, how unfortunate for this country ; diu-ing my day 
it has produced but one angel of a man, and it is our lot to 
be deprived of him !'' The. benefit of his public labours in 
this place was significandy attested by the numerous appli- 
cations he received in private, for religious instruction. 
And the grateful sense his countrymen entertained of those 
labours was fully expressed, in their affectionate concern 
at his departure from among them. Weeping multitudes 
.trowded round his carriage, anxious to receive a last word 
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or look : and not a few fdlowed his chariot above two 
miles from the town, before they had resolution to tear 
themselves entirely away from the company of this vene* 
rable man* 

For Nyon to be deprived of the ministry of this illus- 
trious divine was truly unfortunate ; but it was equally hap* 
py for that favoured village, which was appointed to be 
the scene of his exemplary labours* There his strength 
and his arms were chieflv exercised, and there his most im- 
portant victories over sin were obtained. There his name 
will long continue to be had in honour ; and from thence 
many a goodly jewel will be collected, to form for him a 
crown of rejoicing in the day of the Lord* 

About the middle of summer, as far as I recollect, (says 
Mr* Benson) in that year, he and his friend returned to 
England. Soon after their return, I had the happiness of 
being frequently in company with Mr* Ireland, first at 
Trevecka, in Wales, and afterwards at his own house at 
Bristol, and of hearing many pleasing and edifying anec- 
dotes concerning Mr* Fletcher, and the circumstances of 
their journey. I lament that length of time and the multi* 
tude of affairs Providence has called me to be engaged in, 
have erased these so far from my memory, that I am not 
able to ^ve a clear or consistent account of them* One 
thing, however, I well remember, and shall never forget, 
and that is, the very high esteem and veneration in which 
Mr* Fletcher was held by his fnend and fellow-traveiler, 
who, during the five months spent together on their tour, 
had seen such proofs, from day to day, of his exalted piety, 
fortitude, and wisdom, that he was perfectly enraptured 
with him. If Mr. Fletcher had been an angel in human flesh, 
his friend could not well have held him in higher estimation, 
nor have been more lavish and incessant in his praise. He 
was careful, however, to ascribe the glory of all the excel- 
lencies that were in him to the grace of Godt^ 
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My personal acquaintance with Mr* Fletcher was then 
but slight*. I had, I think, only had two or three inter- 
views with him, which, as far as I can recollect, were in 
the year 1768, when I was classical master at Kingswood 
School. As he occasionally made an excursion from 
Madely to Bristol and Bath, in one of those excursions we 
invited him to preach a Kingswood.' He was peculiarly 
assisted while he was applying those encouraging words, 
Btm that cometh unto me^ I will in no wise cast out* The 
people were exceedingly affected; indeed quite melted 
'down. The tears streamed so fast from the eyes of the 
poor collier^i, that their black faces were washed by them, 
and almost universally streaked with white. And as to 
himself, his zealous soul had been carried out so far be- 
yond his strength, that when he concluded, he put off a shirt 
which was as wet as if it had been dipt in water. But this 
was nothing strange : wherever he preached, it was gene- 
rally the case. From this time I conceived a particular 
esteem for him, chiefly on account of his piety ; and wish^ 
ed much fefr a further acquaintance with him : a blessing 
which I soon after obtained^ 

I * The personal acquAintance between the Rev. Mr. Fletcher and the 
Ber. Joseph Benson, begun in the year ir68, and continued, to their mu- 
tual joy and satisfaction, as long as Mr. Fletcher lived. Mr. Benson 
now resides in London, principal manager of the extensive book concern 
belonging to the Methodist Conference in Great Britain. Mr. B. was edur 
edited at Oxford University, is now (1814) about sixty seven years old, 
and one of the most apostolic preachers and writers in that or any other 
country. — See his volume of Evangelical Sermons and his Commentar]^ 
on the Holy Scripture?. J. K. 
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OF BIS DECLU^LJ^rO STATE OF HEALTH, THE 
PROGRESS OF HI9 DISORDER^ AJ^D HIS BEHA- 
VIOUR UJ^DER IT. 

The frequent journeys which Mr. Fletcher took to and 
from Trevecka,* while he presided over the College, in all 
weathers, and at all seasons of the year, greatly impaired 
the firmness of his constitution. And in some of those 
joumies, he had not only difficulties, but dangers likewise 
to encounter. One day, as he was riding over a wooden 
bridge^ just as he got to the middle thereof, it broke in. 
The mare's fore-legs sunk into the river, but her breast 
and hinder parts were kept up by the bridge. In that po- 
sition she lay, as still as if she had been dead, till he got 
over her neck, and took off his bags, in which were several 
manuscripts, the spoiling of which would have occasioned 
him much trouble. He then endeavoured to raise her up ; but 
she would not stir, till he went over the other part of the 
bridge. But no sooner did he set his foot upon the ground, 
than she began to plunge. Immediately the remaining 
part of the bridge broke down, and sunk with her into the 
river. But presendy sh^ rose up a^in, swam out, and came 
to him. 

About this time,f Mr. Pilmoor being desirous to see the 
ipside of a coalpit^ Mr. Fletcher went with him to the bot- 
tom of a sloping pit, which was supposed to be near a mile 
under the ground. They returned out of it without any 
inconvenience. But the next day, while several colliers 
were there, a damp took fire, which went off with a vast 
explosion, and killed all the men that were in it. 

In February, 1773, Mr. Wesley received from him the 
following letter: 

* In tlic principality of Wales, where the late excellent Countess of 
Huntington had a college erected for the education (gratis) of pious 
young men for the ministry. 

f Now (1814) tlic Rev. l)r. J. Pilmoor, one of the Episcopalian clerg}'- 
men at Philadelphia. 
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^ Rev. and dear Sir^ 
*f I hope the Lord, who has so wonderfuDjr stood by you 
hitherto, will preserve you to see many of your sheep, and 
sne among them, enter into rest. Should Providence call 
you first, I shall do my best, by the Lord's assbtance, to 
help your brother to gather the wreck» and keep together 
those who are not absolutely bent to throw away the Me« 
thodist doctrines and discipline, as soon as he that now let- 
teth is removed out of the way. Every help will then be 
necessary, and I shall not be backward to throw in my 
mite. In the meantime you someUmes need an assistant 
to serve tables^ and occasionally fill up a gap. Providence 
visibly appointed me to that office many years ago. And 
though it no less evidendy called me hither, yet I have not 
been without doubts, especially for some years pastf whe- 
ther it would not be expedient, that I should resume iny 
office as your deacon ; not with any view of presiding over 
the Methodists after you ; but to ease you a litde in your 
old age, and to be in the way of receiving, perhaps doing, 
more good. I have sometimes thought, bow shameful it 
was, that no clergyman should join you, to keep in the 
church the work God has enabled you to carry on there* 
in. And as the little estate I have in my own country is 
sufficient for my maintenance, I have thought I would one 
day or other offer you and the Methodists my free service* 
While my love of retirement made me linger, I was pro- 
videntially led to do something on Lady Huntingdon's plan. 
But being shut out there^ it appears to me, I am again 
called to my first work. Nevertheless, I would not leave 
this place, without a fuller persuasion shat the time is quite 
come. Not that God uses me much here, but I have not 
yet sufficiently cleared my conscience from the blood of all 
men. Meantime I beg the Lord to guide me by his coun- 
sel, and make me willing to go any where or no where, to 
be any thing or nothing. Help by your prayers, till you 
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tan bless by ^ord of mouth» Rev. and dear Sir, your wiU 
wing, though unprofitable Servant in the Gospel^ J. F/' 
Maddey, Feb. 6, 1773. 

On this letter Mr. Wesley remarks as follows : ^ * Pro- 
vidence,' says Mr. Fletcher, ^ visibly appointed me to that 
office many years ago/ Is it any wonder then, that he 
should now be in doubt, whether he did right in confining 
himself to one spot? The more I reflect upon it, the more 
i am conionced, he had great reason to doubt of this. * I 
can never believe it was the will of God that such a burn- 
ing and shining light should be hid under a bushcL No : 
instead of being confined to a country village, it ought to 
have shone in every comer of our land. He was full as 
much called to sound an alarm through all the nation as 
Mr. Whitefield himself; nay, abundantly more so, seeing 
he was far better qualified for that important work. He 
had a more striking person, equal good-breeding, an 
equally winning address ; together with a richer flow of 
fancy, a stronger understanding, a far greater treasure of 
learning, both in languages, philosophy, philology, and 
divinity ; and, above all, (which I can speak with fuller 
assurance^ because I had a thorough knowledge both of 
one and the other) a more deep and constant communion 
with the Father, and with the Son, Jesus Christ. 

" And yet let not any one imagine, that I deprecate Mr. 
Whitefield, or undervalue the grace of God, and the extra- 
ordinary gifts, which his great Master vouchsafed unto 
him. I believe he was highly favoured of God ; yea, 
that he was one of the most eminent ministers, that has 
appeared in England, or perhaps in the world, during the 
present century. Yet I must own, I have known many 
fully equal to Mr. Whitefield, both in holy tempers and 
holiness of conversation : but one equal herein to Mr. 
Fletcher, I have not known, no, not in a life of fourscore 
years.*' 
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** However, having chosen," proceeds Mr. Wesley, •* at 
least for the present, this narrow field of action, he was 
more and more abundant in his ministerial labours, both in 
public and in private ; not contenting himself with preach** 
ing, but visiting his flock in every corner of his parish. 
And this work he attended to, early or htt^ whether the 
weather was fair or foul ; regarding neither heat nor cold, 
rain nor snow, whether he was on horseback or on foot. 
But this farther weakened his constitution : which was 
still more effectually impaired, by his intense and uninter« 
rupted studies* ; in which he frequendy continued, almost 
without any intermission, fourteen, fifteen or sixteen hours 
a-day. But still he did not allow himself such food as was 
necessary to sustsun nature. He seldom took any regular 
meals except he had company : otherwise twice or thrice 
in four and twenty hours, he ate some bread and cheese, 
or fruit. Instead of this, he sometimes took a draught of 
milk, and then wrote on again/' 

The state of his health, however, although he had so 
lately judged himself much better, soon began to decline, 
and his disorder to increase to such an alarming degree, 
that the possibility of his recovery, without a miracle, was 
universally doubted. But far was he, while in these circum-> 
Stances, from being daunted or cast down at the apparent 
approach of the king of terrors. Rather « he looked 
forward,! with increasing desire, to the happy moment 

• Some of Mr. Fletcher's wTitingp, in tke year 1775, attracted the 
notice of the great ones of the nation. Amongst the rest, the Lord 
Chancellor presented the work to the King ; and his Majesty was so 
well pleased with it, that a person was immediately commissioned to 
ask Mr. Fletcher, whether any preferment in the Chiirch would be ac- 
ceptable ; or whether he (the Chancellor) could do him any service. He 
answered, " I want nothing but more grace." Having drank largely 
of the water of life, he thirsted not for the honour tliat cometh from 
man. And his daily experience corroborated this divine truth — God 
giveth grace to the humble. A. Y 

t Gilpin's Notes 
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when he should exchange the weapons of war for the 
crown of glory. Not that he was averse to the duties of 
his vocation, or wearied with the length of his services ; 
but, being exceedingly athirat'for Godj as the hart panteth 
after the water brooks^ so panted his soul after the more 
immediate presence of God. Though he was favoured 
with the enjoyment of many inestimable blessings by the 
xmiy, yet he looked with unutterable longings, to the end 
of his course ; knowing that to be at home in the body, is 
€0 be absent from the Lord. Though he experienced in* 
expressible delight in the society of such as worshipped 
in the outer courts of the Lord's house ; still he saw it 
infinitely more desirable to associate with the spirits of 
Just men made perfect^ in the inner places of his visible 
temple. And though he was, at times, permitted a mo- 
mentary glimpse of heavenly mysteries, yet he earnestly 
desired that, mortality being swallowed up of lifsy he 
might behold with open face the glory of the Lord. 

This desire, which accompanied him through every 
state, was expressed with a more than ordinary* degree of 
fervour in seasons of weakness and disease. In these so- 
lemn intervals, when he appeared to be speedily advanc- 
ing towards the confines of eternity, he rejoiced as a weary 
traveller within sight of his home. His immortal pros- 
pects became more enlarged and transporting, his conver- 
sation was correspondent to the grandeur of his views^ 
and his whole appearance was that of a man, already 
clothed in the wedding garment, and hastening to sit down 
at the marriage supper of the Lamb. There was some- 
diing in his deportment, upon these awful occasions, which 
reminded me of the transfiguration of his Master upon 
Mount Tabor : While Moses and Elias were conversing 
with the blessed Jesus on his approaching decease, the 
fashion of his countenance was altered^ and his raiment bC" 
came white and glistering : so, while the harbingers of 
death were apparently completing their work on the eraa- 

K 
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dated frame of this holy man^^his silent meditations ha:ve 
been frequently accompanied with so much visible delight, 
such an ecstatic glow has diffused itself over his whde 
countenance, and his eye has been directed upwards with 
a look of such inexpressible sweetness, that one would al- 
most have supposed him^ at such seasons, conversing with 
angelical spirits on his approaching dissoludon, and the 
glory that should follow* 

But, notwithstanding the intimate views he enjoyed of 
an happy immortality, and the intense desire he expressed 
to be with Christ ; when he considered the importance of 
his charge, and the probability of his being rendered fu> 
ther serviceable to the churchy charity toward his compa- 
nions in tribulation gave birth to a new desire, and kept 
him in a state of sweet suspense between the labours of 
grace and the rewards of glory. It was in such a stato 
that he took an affectionate leave of his people at Made*- 
ley, viz. in the autumn of this year, being about to spend 
a few weeks in travelling with Mr. Wesley. " He deli- 
vered," says Mr. Gilpin, " a discourse upon that occasion 
from those pertinent words of St. Paul: What I shall 
choose, I wot not. For lam in a strait betwixt twOy hav' 
iriff a desire to depart and to be with Christy which is far 
better : nevertheless^ to abide in the fiesh is more needful 
for you. In the course of this sermon he advertedf in 
the most pathetic terms, to the painful situation in which 
he then presented himself to his hearers ; so debilitated 
by disease, that he was unable any longer to discharge 
among them the public duties of his ministerial stationr 
From his present weakness, he looked back to his past 
labours, making many affecting reflections upon his own 
unworthiness, the indubitable testimonies he had received 
of his people's unfeigned affection, and the unusual success 
of his ministry among them. Here he enlarged upon the 
two leading desires of his soul. On the one hand, he 
made a solemn declaration of the earnest longingf with 
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which he desired to be absent from the body^ that he 
might be present with the Lord: and on the other, he ex- 
pressed a more than parental attachment* which excited 
in him a wish, thiat he might still be permitted to labour 
for their furtheraiice^and establishment in the fiaith of jthe 
gospel. But w^hat to choose, he knew not : nor wAs'liis 
present suspend attended with any degree of anxiety, 
since he foresaw unquestionable blessings awaiting Urn on 
either hund. He saw the balance poised by unerring wis* 
dom, and was cheerfully content to wait the issu/B|"Wi^ 
one uninterrupted request,— That, whechev tetTved^^e 
might live unto the Lord^ or whethef he jjledy be'inight 
die unto the Lordi that, whether living or dying, \ui might 
be the Lord^s. >*, '' 

I _ 

-^ Such was the sweet suspense which diia man of God 
experienced between a' state of labomi* and a ^tate of rest, 
which continued for more than t0b years, and which itds 
at last happily determined in favour of his people, who 
were permitted the enjoyment .of his ministry for a long 
season after this period, rejoiekig in the goodness of the 
Lord, and abundantl) profiting by the^labours of his invi- 
gorated servant." / 



^sL 



FROM TIIS LEAVIJ^TG JSTEWvhlTOJS^ TILL IHS 
RETURJSr FROM SWITZERLJinN'D TO JSMDELEY. 

It was in the latter end of April* 1 777^ that Mr. Fletcher 
was removed from Newington to Bristol, having continu- 
ed with Mr. Greenwood upwards of fifteen wetks. *^ I 
was desired by Mr. and Mrs. Ireland,^' says Miss Thorn- 
ton, " to bear them company to Bristol, which I willingly 
did. Indeed, I looked upon it as a call from God : nor 
could I desire a greater honour than to share in the em- 
ployment of angels, in ministering to a distinguished heir 
of salvation. At Brisiington, near Bristol, he continued in 
the same holy, earnest course as at Newington, Every 
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day he drank the Hotwell water, and it a^(reed vrith him 
well. So that he appeared to gather a little strength; 
though not so swiftly as was expected. And all the strength 
which he received, he laid out in labours of love : for the 
benefit of all those, rich or poor, whom Providence cast in 
his way. 

<^ Whenever he was in company it was his general me- 
tbodf so far as his strength would admit, to pray parucular- 
ly for every person present. And from his habitual prayer 
resulted that life and energy in his words, which every one 
that was blest with his society^ felt more or less. Now 
^d then likewise he adventured to pray in the family. But 
he was not wary enough in this. He more than once, so 
much exerted himself* that he was brought very low. 

Mr. Fletcher missed no opportunity of instructing ser- 
vants and children, suiting his discourse in a manner pe^ 
culiar to himself, to their capacity or their business. And 
what would have appeared low in another, did not appear 
so, when spoken by him. Thus he advised the cook, ^ To 
stir up the fire of divine love in his heart, that it might bum 
up all the rubbish therein, and raise a flame of holy affec- 
tion :' to which with the greatest cordiality he subjoined a 
short prayer. Thus to the house-maid, he said ^ I en- 
treat you to sweep every comer of your heart, that it may 
be fit to receive your heavenly guest/ To a poor man 
who came there in a deep consumption, but litde concern- 
ed for his souU he said, in a very solemn manner, (laying 
one hand on his own breast, and the other on the poor 
man's) ^ God has fixed a loud knocker at your breast and 
mine. Bf cause we did not regard, as we ought to have 
done, the gentle knocks and calls of his Holy Spirit, his 
Wordy and his Providences, he has taken fast hold here, 
and we cannot get out of his hand. O let the knocker 
awaken you, who are just dropping into eternity !* 
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When one or another occasionally mentioned any un^ 
kind thing which had been said of him or his writings, if 
the person who had said it was named, he would stop the 
speaker immediately, and offer up the most fervent prayer, 
for the person of whom he spoke. ^ He did not- willingly 
suffer any one to say any thing against his opponents. And 
he made all the allowances for them^ which, on a change of 
circumstances, he would have -wished them to make for 
him. 

This year our annual Confeivnce (says Mr. Benson) 
was held at Bristol. Here and at Brislingtojdrl-faad several 
opportunities of seeing and converaing with Mr* Fletcher, 
and always found him in ^ Uevdut and zealous spirit 
above described. He l^pened to bip f^ing by the door 
of the stable, belongingto our Chapel id.Bi>»ad«Mead, when 
I was lighting from |nv horse^ and I shall never forget with 
what an heavenly air, and SiWect countenance^ he instantly 
came up to me in the stable, and in a most solemn man- 
ner, putting his hands upon my head, as if he hadbeen or- 
daining me for the sacred office of the ministry, prayed 
most fervently for and blessed me in the name of the Lord. 
To act in this way indeed^ towards his friends, was no un- 
common thing with him: he was won^to do it frequently, 
and that in a manner so serious and devout, that it was al- 
most impossible not to be deeply affected with it. 
" In August, 1777," says Mr. James Rogers,* *• I was 
appointed to (leave Edinburgh, and) labour in the east of 
Cornwall. I had long desired to converse with that great 
and good man Mr. Fletcher : and now an opportunity of- 
fered itself. Stopping at Bristol for a few days to rest my- 

* This was llic llev. James Rogers, a pious minister, (in connection 
with the late Rev. Mr. Wesley) the faithful and affectionate husband of 
the amiable and excellent 31rs. Hester Anne Rogers. He, with his dear 
parUicr, and much honoured friend, Mr. Fletcher, are gone the way of 
m flesh ; and are, we hojje and trust, 

** Far from a world of grief and sin, 

With Clod eternal) V shut jn." J. K^ 
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self and horse, I heard of his being at Mr. Ireland's, about 
three miles ofi^ in a poor state of health, and with two of 
my brethren went to see him. When we came there he 
was returning from a ride, which he was adrised by 
his physician to take every day. Dismounting from his 
horse, he came towards us with arms spread open, and 
eyes lifted up to heaven* His apostolic appearance, with 
the whole of his deportment, amazingly affected us. 

*^ The first words he spoke, while yet standing in the 
stable by his horse, were a part of the sixteenth chapter of 
St. John, most of which he repeated. And whilst he point- 
ed out the descent of the Holy Ghost, as the great promise 
of the Father, and the privilege of all New Testament be- 
lievers, in a manner I never had heard before, my sotd was 
dissolved into tenderness, and became even as melting wax- 
before the fire. > 

^^ As an invidious report had beui spread that he had 
recanted what he had lately wriuen against Galvanism, in 
those excellent writings of his, entitled his <* Checks, &c.'' 
I took the liberty to mention die report, and asked him 
what he thought had given rise to it ? He replied he could 
not tell ; except that he had refrained from speaking on 
controverted points since he came to Mr. Ireland's : part- 
ly by reason <>f the poor state of his health, and because he 
did not wish to grieve his kind friend, by making his house 
a field of controversy. But he assured us he had never yet 
seen cause to repent of what he had written in defence of 
the Rev. Mr. Wesley's Minutes. And although lie be- 
lieved his close application was the mean of reducing his 
body to the state in which we then saw it, yet if he fell a 
victim, it was in a good cause. 

^^ After a little further conversation upon the universal 
love of God in Christ Jesus, we were about to take our 
leave, when Mr. Ireland sent his footman into the yard 
with a bottle of red winet and some slices of bread upon 
a waiter : we all uncovered our heads while Mr. Fletcher 
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craved a blessing upon the same ; which* he had no sooner 
done, but he handed, first the bread to each, and lifting 
up his eyes to heaven pronounced these wordsy— ^ The 
body of our Lord Jesus Christ which was given for thee, 
preserve thy body and soul unto everlasting life." After- 
wards handing the wine, he repeated in like manner, 
^ The blood of our Lord Jesus Christ," &c. But such a 
sacrament I never had before. A sense of the Divine 
Presence rested upon us all ; and we were melted into 
floods of tears. His worthy friend, Mr. Ireland, grieved 
to see him exhaust his little strength by so much speak- 
ing, took him by the arm and almost forced him into the 
house ; while he kept looking wishfully, and speaking to 
us as long as we could see him. We then mounted our 
horses and rode away. That very hour more than re- 
paid me for my whole journey from Edinburgh to Com- 
waU." 

Sept. 69 of that year, he wrote as follows, to the amia- 
ble and venerable Vincent Perronet, Vicar of Shoreham** 
" My very dear Father, 

*< I humbly thank you for the honour and consolation 
of your two kind letters. Your vouchsafing to remember 
a poor, unprofitable worm^ is to me a sure token that my ' 
heavenly Father earnestly remembers me still. He is God, 
and therefore I am not consumed : — He is a mercifulf all' 
gracious God, and therefore I am blessed with sympa- 
thizing friends, and gracious helpers on all sides. O Sir, 
if in this disordered imperfect state of the Church, I meet 
with so much kindness, what shall I not meet with when 
the millennium you pray for shall begin? Oh that the 
thought, the glorious hope may animate me to perfect ho- 
liness in the fear of God ; that I may be accounted worthy 
to escape the terrible judgments, which will make way for 

• The Rev. V. Perronet was one of the best clergyjlien the Church.of 
KngUnd ever had. . J- ^ 
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that happy state of things, and that I may have a part ia 
the firsi resurreciion, if I am numbered among the dead 
before that happy period begin ! 

Oh! for a firm and lasting fidtby 
To credit all the Almighty tooth ! 
To embrace the promise of his Sao» 
And call that ^orious rest our own 1** 

^* We Are saved by hope, at this time. But hope that 
is seen is not hope/ Let us abound, then, in hope^ through 
the power of the Holy Ghost : so shall we antedate the 
millennium, take the kingdom, and enjoy beforehand the 
rest, which remains for the people of God. Your great 
age^ dear Sir, and my great weakness, have brought us to 
the verge of eternity. Oh ! may we exult in the prospect, 
and look on that boundless sea, through the glass of faith, 
and through the clefts of the Rock of Ages, struck for us, 
through the veil of Christ's flesh, who, by dying for our 
sins, and rising again for our justification, is become our 
resurrection and our life. 

** One of my parishioners brought an horse, last week, 
to carry me home ; and desired to walk by my side all the 
way. By the advice of your dear son, (Mr. William Per- 
ronet) who still continues to bestow upon me all the help 
I could expect from the most loving brother, I sent the 
man back. I thank God, I am a little stronger than when 
I came hither. I kiss the rod, lean on the staff, and wait 
the end. I yesterday saw a physician who told me my 
case is not yet an absolutely lost case. But the prospect 
of languishing two or three years longer, a burden to every 
body, an help to none, would be very painful, if the will of 
God and the covenant of life in Christ Jesus did not sanc- 
tify all circumstances, and dispel every gloom. I remem- 
ber, with grateful joy, the happy days I spent at Shore- 
ham: Tecum vivere amem; tecum oheam bibens,* But, 
what is better still, I shall live with the Lord and with you 

• •• I could love to live with you ; with you I would willing-ly die," 
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fot ev«r axid ever. Your oUiged servant and afieetioiiatt 

J. F.'^ 

Mr* Fletcher condnued at Brislington tin the end of sum* 
mer* by which time it evidently appeared that the Hotwell 
water, and the other means which had been recommended 
by his physicians and tried for so many months, had pro- 
duced little or no good effect* It was then concluded that 
nothing, humanly speaking, could save his life, but a sea 
voyage, and his own country air. This, as was observed 
before^had been recommended by his friend Mr. Ireland^ 
with the advice of a physician, the preceding year. Theuy 
however, he could not be prevailed upon to try these re- 
medies. But now, finding all oiher means ineffectual, he con* 
sented, and that the more readily, as one of his sisters was 
in a poor state of health, and, indeedf apparently dying in 
Switzerland, and he ardently wished to see and converse 
with her before her departure. As soon as a voyage to 
the Continent was concluded on, he wrote as follows, to 
Mrs. Thornton. 

^ I am going to do by my poor sister, what you have done 
'by me, to try to smooth the road of sickness to the cham- 
ber of death. Gratitude and blood call me to it :— you 
have done it without such calls ; yoiur christian kindness it 
freer than mine ; but not so free as the love of Jesus, who 
look upon him our nature, that he might bear our bfirma- 
^s, die our death* and make over to us his resurrection 
and his life, after all we had done to render life hatefid 
and death horrtbie to him. O ! for this matchless love, let 
rocks and hills, let hearts and tongues break an ungrateful 
silence ; and let your christian muse find new anthems, and 
your poetic heart new flights of eloquence and thankful* 
ness! 

^' I shall be glad to hear from you in Switzerland, and 

shall doubly rejoice, if you can send me word, that she, 

who is joined to the Lord according to the glory of the 

I. 
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new Covenant, is one spirit with him, and enjoys all the 
glortoiLS liberty of the children of God," 

It appears, however, that shortly after this he became so 
much worse as to have great reason to doubt whether he 
should be able to make such a voyage. '^ You should have 
heard from me/' says he to the same person a few weeks 
afterwards, ^^ if sometimes want of spirits to hold a pen, 
imd for some days, want of paper, had not stood in the 
way of my inclination. Now I have paper, and a degree 
of strength, how can I employ both better, than in trying 
to fulfil with my pen the great commandment, which con* 
tains my duty to God and my neighbour \ But what can 
a pen do here ?— It can just testify what my heart feels,-— 
Hiat no words can describe, what I owe to my heavenly 
Benefactor, to my earthly friends, and to you in particular, 
who have had so much patience as to stand by me, and 
bear a share in my burdens^ for so many months at home 
and abroad. 

^^ May the mercifuU faithful God, who has promised, 
that a cup of cold water given to the least of his followers 
shall not lose its reward ;— *4nay that omnipotent God, who 
sees you in all the states of weakness, which await you be- 
tween the present moment and the hour of death, give you 
all that can make your life comfoAible, your trials tolera- 
ble, your death triumphant, and your eternity glorious ! 

** What I ask for you, I also peculiarly beg for your 
dear brother and sister, who have vouchsafed to bind so 
dry, so insignificant (I had almost said, so rotten) a stick 
as myself, in the bundle of that love, with which they em- 
brace the poor, the lame, the helpless, the loathsome, and 
those who have their sores without, as Lazarus, or within, 
as I. May we all be found bound up together in the bun- 
dle of life, light, and love, with our Lord ! And when he 
shall make up his jewels, may you aU shine among his 
diamonds of the finest water and the first magnitude ! 

" You want, possibly, to know how I go on. Though 
I am not worth a line, I shall observe to the glory of my 
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patient merciful Preserver and Redeemer) that I am kept 

in sweet peace, and a looking for the triumphant joy of my 

Lordy and for the fullness exprest in these words, which 

sweetly filled the sleepless hours of last night,— 
*' Drawn,— tnd redeemed, wd aeal'd^ 

I bless the Oir« and Tdbkb; ^ 
With Father, Son, and Spirit fiU'd 
To all eternity." 

** With respect to my body, I sleep less, and spit more 
blood than I did when you were here, nor can I bear the 
least trot of an easy horse. If this continue many days, in- 
stead of thinking to go and see my friends on the Conti- 
nent, I shall turn my steps to my earthly home, to be rea- 
dy to lay my bones in my church-yard ; and in such a case 
I shall put you in mind of your kind promise, that }'ou 
would do to the last the office of a guardian angel,— hold 
up my hands in my last conflict, and close my eyes, when 
It is over. Two of my parishioners came to convey me safe 
home, and had persuaded me to go with them in a post 
chaise ; but I had so bad a night before the day I was to 
set out, that I gave it up. My prospects and ways are 
shut up, so that I have nothing to look at but Jesus and 
the grave. May I so look at them, as to live in him who 
is my resurrection and life ; and die in all the meekness 
and holiness of my Lord ancLmy all ! I humbly request a 
continued interest in your fervent prayers, that I may be 
found completely ready when my Lord's messenger shall 
come for my soul.'* 

In the latter end of October he found himself a litde re- 
stored, as appears by a letter written from Madeley on the 
21st of that month, and addressed to Lady Mary Fitzge- 
rald ; in which he says, *^ I have taken the bark for some 
days, and it seems to have b^en blessed to the removal 
of my spitting of blood. Time will decide whether it be a 
real removal, or only a suspension of that symptom. Either 
will prove a blessing, as his will is our health.'* With re* 
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•pect to hb intended journey, he observes to the same 
Right Honourable person : " My brothers and sisters idp 
vit9 me to breathe once more my natal air, and the phy8^> 
cians recommend to me a journey to the Continent. I wait 
for the last intimations of Providence to determine me to 
go. If I do, I shall probably pass through London, and 
in that case, I could have the honour of waiting upon you. 
I say probably, because I shall only follow my friend, and 
a serious family, which goes to spend the winter in th« 
South of France^ or in Spain : and I do not yet know Vrhe- 
ther they design to embark at Dover, or at some port ia 
the West of England.'* 

" You have been afflicted," he further adds, " as well as 
myself. May our maladies yield the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness— complete deadness to the world, and in* 
creased faith in the mercy, love and power of him, who 
supports under the greatest trials, and can make our extre* 
mity of weakness, an opportunity of displaying the freeness 
of his grace and the greatness of his power. Tell Mrs* 

G and Mrs. L that I salute them under the cross 

with the sympathy of a companion in tribulation ; and re- 
joice at the thought of doing it when the cross shall be ex- 
changed for the crown. In the mean time let us glory in 
the cross of our common head, and firmlv believe that he 
is exalted to give us whatever is best for us, in life, in death, 
and forever." 

The following observations in the same letter, are also 
well worth attention : \*' In order to live singly to God, the 
best method is to desire it with meekness ; to spread the 
desire in quietness before him who inspired it ; to offer 
him now all we have and are, as we can ; and to enlarge 
our expectation that he may satisfy it with good things, 
with all his fulbiess, or that he may try our patience^ and 
teach us to know our total helplessness. With respect to 
the weeping frame of repentance, and the joyous one of 
faith, they are both good alternately ; but the latter is the 
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better of the 4;wo, foecauan it eimbles in to do and suffer tkfe 
will of God, and praise him, which honours Christ nnore e 
both are happily mixed. May they be so in you, MadaM^ 
and in your unworthy, and obliged servant, J. F.'' 

It was by the advice of Mr. William Perronet, who had 
been so kind as to go from London to Bristol to visit him, 
that he took the bark. To him he writes, Nov. 19^^^**. 
^ May the Lord visit you when you shall be sick ! and 
may he raise yo\i such kind friends, . helpers, and com* 
fortersf as he has raised to me. I have continued to take 
the baric since you went^ and it seems to have been blessed 
to me. My spitting of blood is almost sto^t $ my breast 
stronger. I am, I hope, better upon the whole, and if 
I do not relapse, I may yet be able to preach, according 
to your dear Father's prophecy. I hope to have the plea* 
sure of seeing and thanking you. Sir, and Dr. Turner, in 
my way to Dover, sometime the week after next. 

^^ Oh ! my dear friend, Jesus is at the end of the race. 
Your dear brothers* have run it out : we follow them. O ! 
for more speed ! more winged dispatch ! more of that pow- 
er that takes the kingdom of heaven by violence ! That the 
i.ord would give us more power, and make us more faith* 
ful in the use of that which we have, is the earnest prayer 
of your obliged friend, J. F.** 

The time of setting out on his journey to the Continent 
being now fixed, he judged it proper to explain himself 
more fully than he had done, to some of his friends at 
Madely, and withal to signify his mind to them respecting 
some temporal affairs depending there. He,'thereforef 
wrote as follows, to Messrs. Thomas York and Daniel Ed- 
monds, who it seems, for some time, assisted him in ma- 
naging the secular concerns of the Vicarage. 

*' I'he debt of gratitude I owe to a dying sister^ who 
once took a very long journey to see me, when I was ill in 

* Messrs. Vincent and Charles Perronet, and some others ef the Her, 
Mr. Pcrronct's children, who had died in great peace and triumph. 
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Germany t and whom I just stopped from coming, lost win- 
ter, to NewingtoDy to nurse me ; the unanimous advice of 
the physicians, whom I have consultedf and the opportu- 
nity of travelling with serious friends, have at last deter- 
mined me to remove to a warmer climate. As it is doubt- 
f ulf very doubtfuU whether I shall be able to stand the 
journey; and* if I do, whether I shall be able to come back 
to England ; and» if I come back, whether I shall be able 
to serve my churchy it is right to make what provision I 
can, to have it properly served while I live, and to secure 
some spiritual assistance to my serious parishioners when 
I shall be no more. I have attempted to build a house in 
Madeley-Wood, about the centre of the parish, where I 
should be glad the children might be taught to read and 
write in the day, and the grown up people might hear the 
word of God in the evenings when they can get an evange- 
list to preach it to them ; and where the serious people 
might assemble for social worship when they have no 
teacher. 

*' This has involved me in some difficulties about dis- 
charging the expence of that building, and paying for the 
ground it stands upon ; especially as my ill health has put 
me on the additional expense of an assistant. If I had 
strength, I would serve my church alone, board as cheap 
as I could, and save what I could from the produce of the 
living to clear the debt, and leave that little token of my 
love, free from encumbrances to my parishioners. But as 
Providence orders things otherwise, I have another object^ 
which is to secure a faithful minister to serve the church 
while I live. Providence has sent me dear Mr. Greaves, 
who loves the people^ and is loved by them. I should be 
glad to make him comfortable ; and as all the care of the 
flock, by my illness^ devolves upon him, I would not hesi- 
tate for a moment to let him have all the profit of the liv- 
ing, if it were not for the debt contracted about the room. 
My difficulty lies, then^ between what I owe to my fellow^ 
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labourer^ and what I owe to my parishionersy whom I 
should be sorry to have burdened with a debt contracted 
for the room. 

*^ I beg you will let me know how the balanceV>f my ac- 
count stands, that, some way or other, I may order it to 
be paid immediately ; for if the balance is against me, I 
could not leave England comfortably without having set- 
tled the payment. A letter will settle this business as well 
as if twenty friends were at the trouble of taking a journey ; 
and talking is far worse for me than reading or writing* 
I do not say this to put a slight upon my dear friends* I 
would rejoice to see them, if it would answer any end. 

^^ Ten thousand pardons of my dear friends, for tit>u- 
bhng them with this scrawl about worldly matters. May 
Grod help us all, so to settle our eternal concerns, that when 
we shall be called to go to our long home and heavenly 
country, we may be ready, and have our acquittance along 
with us. I am quite tired with writing, nevertheless, I 
cannot lay by my pen, without desiring my best christian 
love to all my dear companions in tribulation, and neigh- 
bours in Shropslure.** 

To another friend, whom he had been also obliged to 
trouble in that way, his words are:—** Pardon the trouble 
I have given you in my temporal concerns ; it is more for 
the poor and the Lord than for me. O 7 my dear friend, 
let us pass through the things temporal, so as not to lose 
the things eternal. Let us honour God*s truth, by believ- 
ing his word, Christ's blood, by hoping firmly in divine 
mercy, and all the divine perfections, by loving God with 
all our hearts, and one another, as Christ loved us. My 
kind love to all the brethren on both sides the water. 

" Go from me to Mrs. — — , tell her, I charge her in 
the name of God, to give up the world, to set out with all 
speed for heaven, and to join the few that fear God about 
her. If she refuse, call weekly, if not daily, and warn her 
from me. Tell the brethren at Broseley, that I did my bo- 
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dy an injuiy the last time I preached to tbeiaoathe green; 
lot I danot repine at k, if they took the warning, and hav« 
ceased to be neither hot nor cold, and begin ta be warm in 

ital, love, pxayer, and every grace.-— Give my love to , 

taUi him to make haste to Christy and not to doze away his 
kiatdiiys» 

^ The physician has not yet given me up ; but I bless 
Ood, i da not wait for his fiu'ewelU to give myself up to 
MKf Godi aad Saviour. I write by stealthy as my friends 
iiete would have me forbear writing, and even talkmg; but 
I will never part with my privilege of writing and shoutings 
Thanis he to God whogvoeth us the victory^ over sin, deaths 
and the g^ve, through Jestis Christ i To him be glory for 
9(wssr and ever.** 

The above letters manifest, in a striking light, his grati- 
tude to his benefactorsf and his great love to his parish- 
ioners, and concern for their salvation. But the latter is 
discovered still more in the following Pastoral Addi^ss to 
them, written a fpw days before he left Bristol. 
^ To the Brethren who hear the word of God, in the pa* 

rish church of Madeley. 
** My dear Brethren, 

^^ I thank you for the declaration of your affectionate 

» 

remembrance^ which you have sent me by , the mes- 
senger of your brotherly love. As a variety of reasons^ 
with which I shall not trouble you, prevent my coming to 
take my leave ef you in person, permit roe to do it by let- 
ter. The hopes of recovering a little strength to come and 
serve you again in the gospel, make me take the advice of 
the physicians, who say, that removing to a drier air and 
warmer climate, might be of great service to my health. 
I kiss the rod which smites me, I adore the Providence 
which lays me aside; and beg that by this long cbrrection 
of my heavenly Father, I may be so pruned, as to bring 
more fruit, if I am spared. 
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^* I am more and more pursuaded that I have not de« 
dared unto you cunningly devised faUes,"*^ and that the 
gospel I have had the honour of preaching, though feebly, ' 
among you, is the power ^of God to salvation, to every one 
who believes it with the heart. God grant we may all be 
of that happy number ! Want of time does not permit me 
to give you more directions ; but if you follow those which 
fill the rest of this page, they may supply the want of a 
tiiousand. Have, every day, lower thoughts of yourselves, 
higher thoughts of Christ, kinder thoughts of your brethren, 
and more hopeful thoughts of all around you* Love to as- 
semble in the great congregation, and with your compa- 
nions in tribulation ; but above all, love to pray to your Fa- 
ther in secret : to consider your Saviour, who says Look 
unto me and be saved; and to listen for your Sanctifier and 
Comforter, who whispers, that he stands at the door, and 
knocks to enter into your inmost souls, and to set up his 
kingdom of righteousness, peace, and joy, with divine pow- 
er, in your willing breasts. Wait all the day long for his 
glorious appearing within you ; and, when you are toge- 
ther, by suitable prayers, proper hymns, and enlivening ex- 
hc^rtations, keep up your earnest expectation of his pardon- 
ing and sanctifying love. Let not a drop satisfy you ; desire 
an ocean, at least a fountain springing up to your comfort 

• No ! all grlory be ascribed to that marvellous grace of God, which 
enabled Mr. Fletcher, with so much power and effect, to preach the 
truth ! the wliolc truth ! and nothmg but the truth ! to these precious 
people in Madcley, with many of whom 1 liad a sweet and intimate ac- 
quaintance ; and with delighted eyes and a gratefid heart, I saw in 
them and their children, tlie good fruit, in some a hundred fold, grow- 
ing forth fi'om the good seed sowed by this divine man in their hearts, 
harrowed in by liis fervent andeffictual prayers, and watered with spi- 
ritual tears of tin* sinccrcst affection. How many thousands in Made- 
ley parish and elsewhere, when they have seen Mr. Fletclier in the pul- 
pit, and have heard such gracious words fall from his lips, have been con- 
strained to say with the holy Psalmist, " How amiable are tliy taberna- 
cles, O Lord of hosts, my Kjig and my God."— Oh ! for more Fletchers, 
in the pulpit and o'lt of the pulpit, and tlien the sons and daughters of 

Zion would shout aloud for joy. J. K. 

M 
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ki your own souk, and flowing towards idl around you* in 
atreams of love and delightful instructions, to the consola- 
tion of those with whom you converse ; especially your 
brethren, and those of your owtk houadtoUk. Do not eat 
your morsel by yourselves, like selfish, mggardly people ; 
but whether you eat die meat that perisheth, or that which 
endureth unto everlasting life, be ready to share it with alL 
Cast your bread upon the waters, in a temporal or spiritual 
•ense, and it will not be lost. God will bless your seed 
town, and it will abundandy increase. Let every one with 
whom you converse^ be the better for your conversation* 
Be burning and shining lights wherever you are. Set the 
fire of divine love to the hellish stubble of sin. Be valiant 
jbr the truth. Be champions for love. Be sons of thun* 
der against sin ; and sons of consolation towards humbled 
sinners. Be faithful to your God, your king, and your 
masters. Let not the good ways of God be blasphemed 
through any of you. Let your heavenly-mindedness and 
your brotherly-kindness be known to all men ! so that all 
. who see you may wonder, and say. See how these people 
love one another ! 

^ You have need of patience, as well as of faith and pow- 
er* You must learn to suffer^ as well as to do the will of 
God. Do not, then, think it strange to pass through fiery 
trials ; they are excellent for the proving, purifying, and 
strengthening of your faith : only let your faith be firm in a 
tempest. Let your hope in Christ be as a sure anchor cast 
within the veil; and your patient love will soon outride the 
storm, and make you find, there is a peace in Christ and in 
the Holy Ghost, which no man can give or take away*— « 
May that peace be abundandy given to you, from our com- 
mon Father, our common Redeemer, and our common 
Sanctifier, our Covenant God, whom we have so often 
vouched to be our God and our all^ when we have been as- 
sembled together in his name. 
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<^ I leave this blessed Island for awhile ; but, I trusty I 
shall never leave the kingdom of God, the Mount Sion^ 
the New Jerusalem, the shadow of Christ's crossy the 
clefts of the rock smitten and pierced for us. There I ^k- 
treat you to meet me. There I meet you in spirit. From 
thence, I trust, I shall joyfully leap into the ocean of eter- 
nity, to go and join those ministering spirits who wait on 
the heirs of salvation : and if I am no more permitted to 
minister to you in the land of the Uving, I rejoice at the 
thought, that I shall, perhaps, be allowed to accompany the 
angeJs^ who» if you continue in the faith^ will be commis- 
sioned to carry your soub into Abraham's bosom. If our 
bodies do not moulder away in the same grave, our spirits 
shall be sweetly lost in the same sea of divine and brother- 
ly love* I hope to see you agsun in the flesh ; but my 
sweetest and firmest hope is to meet you where there are 
no parting seas, no interposing mountains^ no sickness, no 
death, no fear of loving too much, no shame for loving too 
little, no ap[»'ehension of bursting new vesseb in our lungSy 
by indulging the joy of seeing, or the sorrow of leaving 
our brethren. 

^^ In the meantime, I eamesdy recommend you to the 
pastoral care of the Great Shepherd and Bishop of souls, 
and to the brotherly care of one another, as well as to the 
ministerial care of my substitute. The authori^ of , love, 
which you allowed me to exert among you for csjilfication, 
I return to you, and divide among you ; humbly request- 
ing, that you would mutually use it, in warning the unrulyf 
supporting the weak^ and comforting alL Should I be spar- 
ed to come back, let me have the joy of finding you all of 
one heart and one soul ; continuing steadfast in the Apos- 
tle's doctrine, in fellowship one with another, and in com- 
munion with our sin-pardoning and sin-abhorring Godd^-n 
This you may do, through grace, by strongly beUeving in 
the atoning blood and sanctifying Spirit of Christ, our com- 
mon head and our common life ; in whom my soul em- 
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braces you, and in whose gracious hands, I leave both you 
and myself. Bear me on your hearts before him in pray- 
ing love ; and be persuaded) that you are thus borne by^ 
my dear brethren, Your's, &c. J. F." 

Mr. Fletcher did not leave Brislington till about the be- 
ginning of December^ when he set out tor the South of 
France, in company with Mr. Ireland, two of his daugh- 
ters, and another family. While at Reading, on his way, 
he wrote as follows, to his friend and father in Christ, the 
Rev.' Vicar of Shoreham. 

« Reading, Dec. 2, If 77. 
** Honoured and Dear Sir, 

** I acknowledge, {hough late, the favour of your letter. 
I have given up the thought of going to my parish, and am 
now on the road to a warmer climate. The Lord, if it 
seem him good, may ble^s as much the change of air, as he 
has blessed the last remedy your son prescribed for me ; I 
mean the bark. If I should mend a little, I would begin 
to have faith in your prophecy. In the meantime let us 
have faith in Christ, more faith day by day ; till all the 
sayings of Christ are verified to us and in us. Should I 
go to Geneva, I shall inquire after the Swiss friends of my 
dear benefactors at Shoreham, to whose prayers I humbly 
recommend myself and my dear fellow-travellers, one of 
whom, my litde god-daughter, is but eight weeks old.— 
May God abundantly bless you and your's, and reward 
you for all the kindness shewn to, honoured and dear Sir, 
your obliged and obedient son in the gospel, J. F.*' 

On the same sheet he wrote as follows to Miss Per- 
ponet. 

*' My Dear Friend, 

** I snatch a moment upon the road, to acknowledge the 
fevour of your letter, and to wish you joy in seeing the . 
Lord is faithful in rewarding as well as punishing. I once 
met a gendeman, an infidel, abroad, who saidf ^ Men have 
no faith: if they believed that by forsaking houses, land^. 
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friends, &c* they should receive an hundred-foId| thejr 
would instandy renounce all. For who would not carry ^ 
his money to the bank of heaven to receive an hundred- 
fold interest ?' The Papists have made so bad a use of 
the rewardablenes.i of works, that we dare neither preach 
it nor hold it in a scriptural manner. For my party I 
tlunk, that if it were properly received, it would make a 
great alteration in the professing world. Tou dare receive 
it ; try the mighty use of it ; and when you have fully ex* 
perienced it, do not keep your light to yourself, but impart 
it to all within the reach of your tongue and pen. I am 
glad you see that, after all, every reward bestowed upon a 
reprieved sinner, has free grace for its foundation, and the 
Uood of Christ for its mark. May the richest rewards of 
divine grace be your*s, in consequence of the most exalted 
fiuthfulness ; and let me beseech you to pray, that I may 
follow you, a» you fc^ow Christ, till our reward be fuU. 
That God may fill you with all his fulness, is the wish of, 
my dear friend, your obliged brother, J. F.** 

When they arrived at Dover, the wind, though fair, 
was too high to admit of their venturing out to sea imme- 
diately. And I know not whether I ought to impute it to 
his great care to make the most of time, and snatch every 
moment of it for doing good, or to his great love to his 
people, that he would not let this short opportunity pass, 
without dropping a few more lines to the pious of his flock. 
To them he writes :— ** By the help of Divine Providence, 
and of your prayers, I have got safe to Dover ; and I find 
that the journey has, so far, been of service to me. I 
thought to have been in France by this time ; but the 
wind being high, though favourable, the mariners were 
afraid to leave the safe harbour, lest they should be driven 
on the French cliffs too fiercely. This delay gives me an 
opportunity of writing a line to tell you, that I shall bear 
yoii on my heart by sea and land ; that the earth is the 
Lord^Sf with all the fulness thereof; that Jesus lives to 
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pray for us ; and that I still recommend myself to your 
prayers, hoping to hear of your order, steadfasuiess, and 
growth of faith towards Christ, and of love towards each 
other, which will greatly revive your affiectionaie friend 
and brother, J. F.^ 

He also wrote to Mr. and Mrs. Greenwood, before they 
set sail, as follows : 

<^ Ten thousand blessings light upon the heads and 
hearts of my dear benefactors* Charles and Mary Green- 
wood ! May their quiet retreat at Newington become a 
Bethel to them ! May their offspring be bom again there ! 
And may the choicest consolations of the Spirit visit their 
minds, whenever they retire thither from the busy city ! 
Their poor pensioner travels oa, though alowly, towards 
the grave. His journey to the sea seems to him to have 
hastened, rather than retarded, his progress to his old mo« 
ther, earih. May every providential blast blow him nearer 
to the heavenly haven of hb Saviour's breast ; where, bs 
hopes* one day, to meet all his benefactors, and among 
them, those whom he now addresses. O my dear friend^ 
what shall I render ? What to Jesus? What to you i ]May 
he, who invites the heavy laden, take upon him all the bur* 
dens of kindness you have heaped on your Lazarus ! And 
may angels, when you die, find me in Abraham's bosom, 
and bring you into mine^ that, by all the kindness, which 
may be shewn in heaven, I may try to reqmte that you 
have shewn to your obliged brother, 

J. F.'* 

On what day they sailed does not appear. But, it 
•eemsf they were not many hours in reaching Calais; 
and according to a short account of the former part of 
their journey, given by Mr. Ireland, in a letter to a fnend, 
the}- left diat place Dec 12. " The North wind,'* says 
he, ^ was very high, and penetrated us even in the chaise. 
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We put up tt BreteuiU wid the next day got tD Abbeville: 
whence we were forced by the miierable accommodotiona 
we met withf to set out, though tt was Sunday. Mr. 
Fletcher and I used to lead the wqr : but now die other 
chsusea got before us. Nine miles from Abbeville our 
axletree gave way through the hard frost, and we were 
both left to the piercing cold, on the side of a lull without 
any shelter. After wsuting an hour and a half we sent the 
axletree and wheels back to be repaired : and leaving the 
body of the chaise under a guard, procured another to 
cany us to the next town. On the 15th, our chusearrived 
in good repair. Travelling steadily forward (though the 
country was all covered with snow,) on the 27th we 
reached Dijon. During the whole journey, Mr. Fletcher 
shewed visible marks of a recovery. He bore both the 
fatigue and piercing cold as well as the best of us. On 
the 31st we put up at Lyons»and solemnly closed the year, 
bowing our knees before the throne, which indeed we did 
not fail to do, all together every day. Jan. 4, 1 778, we 
left L3;^nsy and came on the 9th to Aix. Here we rest : 
the weather being exceeding line and warm. Mr. Fletcher 
walks out daily. He is now able to read, and to pray with 
us every morning and evening. He has no remains of his 
cough, nor of die weakness in his breast. His natural co- 
lour is restored, and die sallowness quite gone. His ap- 
petite is good, and he takes a little wine/' 

In another letter Mr. Ireland writes thus: ^ Soon 
after our arrival here, I rode out most days with my dear 
and valuable friend. He now and then complained of the 
uneasiness of the horse, and there were some remains of 
soreness in his breast. But this soon went off. The be- 
ginning of February was warm, and the warmth, when he 
walked in the fields, relaxed him too much. But when 
the wind got North or East, he was braced agsdn. His 
appetite is good ; his complexion as healthy as it was ele- 
ven years ago. As his strength increases, he increases 
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the length of his ride5i« T^ast Tuesday he set out on a 
journey of a hundred and twelve miles. The first day he 
travelled forty miles, without feeling any fadgue. The third 
day he travelled fifty-five : he bore his journey as well aa 
I did : and was as well and as active at the end of it as at 
the beginning. During the day, he cried out, *^ Help me 
to praise the Lord for his goodness : I never expected to 
see this day." He now accepted a pressing invitation to 
preach to the Protestants here. He did so on Sunday 
morning, on these words : Examine yourselves^ whether 
ye be in the faith. For some days before, he was afraid 
he had done wrong in accepting the invitation. But, O ! 
how shall I be able to express the power and liberty which 
the Lord gave him I Both the French and English were 
greatly aiFected : the word went to the hearts both of saints 
and sinners. If the Lord continue his strength and voice 
(which is now as good as ever it was,) he has an earnest 
invitation to preach where we are going, near Montpelien 
You would be astonished at the entreaties of pastors as ■ 
well as people. He has received a letter from a Minister 
in the Levine mountains, who intends te come to Montpe- 
lier, sixty miles, to press him to go and preach to his flock. 
He purposes to spend the next summer in his own coun- 
try, and the following winter in these parts, or in some 
part of the South of France.*' 

According to Mr. Wesley, ** When he had a litde reco- 
vered his strength," (but whether at this time or after- 
wards, during his stay on the Continent, is very doubtful) 
*' he made a tour through Italy, and paid a visit to Rome* 
While he was here, as Mr. Ireland and he were one day 
going through one of the streets in a coach, they were in- 
formed ^ The Pope was coming forward, and it would be 
required of them to come out of the coach, and kneel while 
he went by, as all the people did : if they did not, in all 
probability the zealous mob would fall upon them and 
knock them on the head.' But this, whatever might be the 
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consequence, thejr flatly refused to do ; judging the paying 
such honour to a man^ was neither better nor worse than 
idolatry* The coachman was exceedingly terrified, not 
knowing what to do. However, he made shift to turn 
aside into a narrow way. The Pope was in an open lan- 
dau* He waved his hands as if he had been swimming; 
and frequcndy repeated these Words, * God bless you all !' 
Mr. Fletcher's spirit was gready stirred, and he longed to 
bear a public testimony against antichrist* And he would 
undoubtedly have done it, had he been able to speak Italian* 
He could hardly refrain from doing it in Latin, till he 
tonsidered that only the priesb couid Iiave understood 
bim* One to whom he related this, saying, ^ If you had 
done diis, the multitude would have torn you in pieces :* 
he answered, I believe the Pope himself would have pre- 
vented it ; for he was a man of sense and humanity." 

While he was in the south of France, probably at Mar- 
seilles or Aix, and some time in the beginning of the spring, 
he wrote as follows to his Curate Mr. Greaves. As the 
letter is without date, the circumstances of time and place 
are rather uncertain^ 

** My very dear Brother, 

'^ I am in daily expectation of a line from you, to let me 
know how you do, and how it goes with our dear flock; 
but I doubt whether I shall stay long enough here to re- 
ceive your letter* I received one yesterday from my se- 
cond brother, who acquaints me, that he was to set out the 
93d of last month, to come hither^ and take me to ray na- 
tive country, where my sick sister wsmts greatly to see me. 
If no accident had befallen him by the way, I think he will 
be here the latter end of this week, or the beginning of 
next ; so that, please God, I shall set out next week, from 
this place, where the winter has been uncommonly rainy 
and windy. We had even half an inch of snow last week, but 
it was gone long before noon. The climate has, neverthe- 
less, agreed with me better than England, and as a proof of 

TM 
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it) I need only tell you, that I rode last Friday, from Hie* 
res, the Orange-Gaitlens of France^ hither, which is near 
fifty miles, and was well enough to preach last Sunday in 
French, at the Prptestant Chapel. Two English clergymen 
came to hear me there, and one of them takes th^se lines 
to England, where I hope they^will find you in health of 
body and soul ; growing in strength of faith, in firmness of 
hope, and fervency of love to God and man^ and especially 
to those whom you are tempted to think hardly of, if any 
such, there be. O my dear brother, no religion will, in the 
end^ do us and our people any good, but that which 
*^ works by love,"— tumble, childlike, obedient love« May 
that religion fill our souls, and influence all our tempers, 
words, and actions ; and may the leaven leaven the whoU 
lump: may St. James's peaceable religion spread through 
all our parish. Please, at the first convenient opportunity, 
to read the following note in the church. 

^' John Fletcher sends his best christian love to the con* 
gregatiop that worships God in the Parish Church at 
Madeley ; he begs the continuance of their prayers for 
strength of body and mindf that he may be able (if it be 
the will of God) to serve them again in the gospel. He 
desires them to return almighty God thanks, for having en- 
abled him to speak again in public last Sunday, without 
having had a return of his spitting of blood, which he con« 
siders as a token that his life may be spared a litde, to go 
and exhort them to grow in grace, in the knowledge of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and in brotherly love, the best marks 
that we know God, and are in the faith of Christ." 

^^ I hope, my dear brother, you are settled to your satis- 
faction, and I shall be glad to do what is in my power to 
make your stay at Madeley agreeable. I hope you read 
sometimes in the study, the copy of the exhortation given 
us by the Ordinary, in which are these awful words: 
* Cease not from your labour, care, and diligence, till all 
those who are committed to your charge come to such a 
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ripeness of age in Christ that there be no room left among 
them for error in doctrine or viciousness in life.' I wish 
you may have as much success as we desire ; but what- 
ever success we have, we must cast our bread upon the wa- 
ters, though we should see as little fruit as he that 'said of 
old, ^ I have laboured in vain:' for our reward will be 
with the Lord if not with men." 

Soon after his brother condu£t6d him from Montpelier 
to Nyon, the place of his nativity. Here he lived in that 
which was his father's house, in the midst of his affection- 
ate relations, who took care that he should neither want the 
best advice, perhaps equal to any in Europe, nor any thing 
that could possibly contribute to the full recovery of his 
health. 

In a letter from thence to Mr. William Perronet, May 
15, he observes: — " The climate, and prospect, and fine 
roads, and pure air I enjoy here, had contributed to 
strengthen me a little, when an accident, I think, has pulled 
me back. About a month ago, something I was chewing 
got into my windpipe, and caused a fit of coughing, with 
the greatest efforts of the lungs for half an hour. I then 
began to spit blood again, and ever since I have had a bad 
cough, which has sometimes exercised me violently for 
an hour after my first sleep. My cough, however^ has 
been better again these two days, and I hope it will go off. 
I have bought a quiet horse, whose easy pace I can bear, 
and I ride much. Upon the whole, if my cough leave me^ 
I may yet recover my strength. But if it fix, it will pro- 
bably be my last. The will of the Lord be done ! I have 
not ventured upon preaching since I came hither. It would 
be impossible for me now to go through it. If the wea- 
ther should grow hot, I may at any time go to the hills, 
the foot of which is but five or six miles distant. I drink 
goats' milk, and have left off meat since the cough came 
on, but design eating a little again at dinner." 
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It appears that M n Ireland either accompanied him to 
Nyon in Switzerland, abng with his brother, or afterwards 
met him in Burgundy, where Mr. Fletcher was on the 
irth of this same month, and from whence he wrote to the 
Rev. John and Charles Wesley, and gave a further ac- 
count of the state of his health, and of the declension of 
religion and the prevalence of infidelity in France. His 
letter is peculiarly worthy of a place in the memoirs of his 
life, as communing, may I not say ? an evident predicticm 
of events which have since taken place ! It is as foUows>— 
*' Rev. and dear Sirs, 

** I hope that while I lie by, like a broken vessel, the 
Lord continues to renew your vigour, and sends you to 
water his vineyard, and to stand in the gap against error 
and vice. I have recovered some strength, blessed be God, 
since I came to the Continent : but have latelv had ano- 
ther attack of my old complaints. However, I find my« 
self better again, though I think it yet advisable not to speak 
in public. 

*^ I preached twice at Marseilles, but was not permitted 
to follow the blow. There are few noble, inquisitive Be- 
rcans in these parts. The ministers in the town of my na- 
tivity have been very civil. They have offered me the pul- 
pit ; but I fear, if I could accept the offer it would soon be 
recalled. I am loath to quit this part of the field without 
casting a stone at that giant. Sin, who stalks about with 
uncommon boldness. I shall, therefore, stay some months 
longer, to see if the Lord will please to give me a little more 
strength to venture an attack. 

" Gaming and dress, sinful pleasm-e and love of money,- 
unbelief and false philosophy, lightness of spirit, fear of 
man, and love of the world, are the principal sins, by which 
satan binds his captives in these parts. Meterialism is not 
rare ; Deism and Socinianism are very common ; and a set 
of freethinkers, great admirers of Voltaire and Rousseau, 
Bayle and Mirabcau, seem bent on destroying Christianity 
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uid government. ^ With one hand, (said a lawyer, who 
[las written something against them) they shake the throne, 
ind with the other they throw down the altars/ If we be- 
lieve them, the world is the dupe of kings and priests* Re- 
ligion is fanaticism and superstition. Subordination is 
slavery and tyranny. Christian morality is absurd, unna- 
tural and impracticable ; and Christianity the most bloody 
religion that ever was. And here it is certain, that by the 
example of Christians, so calledj and by our continual dis- 
putes, they have a great advantage, and do the truth im- 
mense mischief. Popery will certainly Jail in France^ in 
this^ or the next century ; and I make no doubt, God will 
use these vain men^ to bring about a reformation herCf as 
he used Henry the Eighth to do that work in England : so 
the madness of his enemies shall, at last, turn to his praise, 
and to the furtherance of his kingdom. 

'^ In the meantime, it becomes all lovers of the truth, to 
make their heavenly tempers, s^nd humble peaceful love^ 
to shine before all men, that those mighty adversaries, see- 
ing the good works of professors, may glorify their Father 
who is in heaven, and no more blaspheme that worthy 
name bv which we are called Christians. 

** If you ask, What system these men adopt ? I answer, 
that some build on Deism, a morality founded on self-fire^ 
servation^ self-interest^ and self-honour* Others laugh at 
all Morality, except that, the neglect of which violently dis- 
turbs society ; and external order is the decent covering of 
Fatalism, while Materialism is their system. 

" O dear Sirs, let me entreat you, in these dangerous 
days, to use your wide influence, with unabated zeal, 
against the scheme of these modem Celsuses, Porphiries, 
and Julians ; by calling all professors to think and speak 
the same things, to love and embrace one another, and to 
stand firmly embodied to resist those daring men ; many 
of whom are already in England, headed by the admirers 
of Mr, Hume and Mr. Hobbcs. But it 5s needless to sav 
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this to those who have made^ and continue to make such a 
stand for vital Christianity ; so that I have nothing to do 
but pray, that the Lord would abundantly support and 
strengthen you to the last, and make you a continued com- 
fort to his enlightened people, loving reprovers of those 
who mix light and darkness, and a terror to the perverse : 
and this is the cordial prayer of, Rev*, and dear Sirs, your 
aflPectionate son, and obliged servant in the gospel, 

J. F.»' 

** P, S. I need not tell you, Sirs, that the hour in which 
Providence shall make my way plain to return to England^ 
to imite with the happy number of those who feel^ or seek 
the power of Christian godliness, will be welcome to me. 
O favoured Britons, happy would it be for them, if. they 
knew their gospel privileges ! My relations in Adam are 
all ver}*- kind to me ; but the spiritual relations, whom God 
has raised me in England, exceed them yet. Thanks be 
to Christ, and to his blasphemed religion !'* 

In a letter to Dr. Conyers, written from the same place, 
the day following, in which he mentions having sent him 
his Tract, called The Reconctltation^ and urges him to la- 
bour to promote peace and unanimity among the disciples 
of Christ, he adds, concerning the French infidels, " If you 
saw, with what boldness the false philosophers of the Con- 
tinent, who are the apostles of the age, attack Christiamty^ 
and represent it as one of the worst religions in the world, 
and fit only to make the professors of it murder one ano- 
ther, or at least to contend among themselves ; and how 
they urge our disputes, to make the gospel of Christ the 
jest of nations, and the abhorrence of all flesh ; you would 
break through your natural timidity, and invite all our 
brethren in the ministry, to do what the herds do on the 
Swiss mountains, when wolves attack them; instead of 
goring one another, they unite, form a close battalion, and 
face the common enemy on all sides* What a shame would 
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it be, if cows and bulls showed more prudence, and more 
regard for union, than Chrisuaus and gospel Ministers V' 

Here he took leave of Mr. Ireland, and, in order to 
shorten his journey back to Nyon and enjoy new prospects, 
ventured to cross the mountsuns which separate France 
from Switzerland. This was of bad consequence. For, 
<* on the third day of the journey," says he, ** I found an 
unexpected trial : a large hill, whose winding roads were 
so steep, that though we fed the horses with bread and 
wine, they could scarcely draw the chaise, obliged me to 
walk in all the steepest places. The climbing lasted seve- 
ral hours^ the sun was hot^ I perspired violently, and the 
next day I spit blood again* I have chiefly kept to goats' 
milk ever since, and hope I shall get over this death also^ 
because I find myself, blessed be God, better again, and 
my cough is neither frequent nor violent." 

In the former part of this year, (1778) a letter was 
written to the Rev, Mr. Perronet, informing him that there 
was a valuable estate at his native place, which properly 
belonged to him, and which might easily be recovered, if 
he sent one of his sons to claim it. All his friends whom 
he consulted on the occasion, judged this information was 
not to be slighted. And his youngest son, Mr. William 
Perronet, the surgeon and apothecary, frequently mention- 
ed above, was willing to undertake the journey. But be- 
fore he set out, he wrote to Mr. Fletcher, desiring his ad- 
vice. Part of his answer was as follows : 

Nyon, June 2, 1 778. 

" While I write to you to make your tide clear to a pre- 
carious estate on earth ; permit me to remind you of the 
heavenly inheritance entailed upon believers. The Will 
(the New Testament) by which we can recover it, is pro- 
ved: the Court is equitable, the Judge loving and gra- 
cious. To enter on the possession of part of the estate 
here, and of the whole hereafter, we need only to believcj 
and prove evangehcally that we are believers. Let us set 
about it now with earnestness, with perseverance, and with 
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full assurance, that through fsuth we shall infallibly carry 
oiH* cause. Alas ! what are estates or crowns, to grace and 
gl(Ny i The Lord grant that we, and all our friends, may 
choose the better part, which your brodier, my dear friend, 
so happily chose* And may we firmly stand to the choice, 
as he did, to the last. My best respects wait upon your 
dear father^ your sisters, and nieces. God reward your 
kindness to me upon them all ! 

'^ lliis is a delightful country. If you come to see it, 
and claim the estate, bring all the papers and memorials 
your father can collect, and come to share a pleasant apart- 
ment, and one of the finest prospects in the worid, in the 
house where I was born. I design to try this fine air some 
months longer. We have a fine shady wood, near the 
lake, where I canjride in the cool all the day, and enjoy the 
singing of a multitude of birds. But this, though sweet, 
does not come up to the singing of my dear friends in Eng- 
land. There I met them in spirit several hours in the day. 
God bless my dear friends/* 

A litde after this he says to another friend : — «* The 
birds of my fine wood have almost done singing ; but I 
have met with a parcel of children, whose hearts seem 
turned towards singing the praises of God, and we sing 
every day from four to five. Help us by your prayers. 
One of them received, I hope, the love of Christ this week.** 

About the same time he wrote to Dr. Turner, as fol- 
lows : 

" Should I gather strength, I should, under God, ac- 
knowledge youj dear Sir, as the instrument of that blessing, 
as you were above twenty years ago. Ten thousand thanks 
I render to you. Sir, and to Mr. Perronet, for }X)ur kind 
and generous care and attendance. May God reward }X)a 
both^by bestowing upon you all the blessings which can 
ma|^H^ happy, death comfortable, and eternity delight- 
ful amfc>rious ! May the richest cordials of divine love, 
and the Balm of Gilead, a Saviour's precious blood, revive 
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your floulfl and comfort your hearta! And in your every want 
and eztremity^ may yoa bo& find such tender helpers and 
comforters, as have been found in you by, dear Sir, your 
most obliged, diough unworthy padent and servant, J. F/* 
It appears by a letter of his to Mr. Ireland, dated July 
15 f that he continued to recover, and that he failed not to 
use his strength as fast as he gained it. ^' I have ventured,'' 
says he, ^^ to preach once, and to expound once in the 
church. Our ministers are very kind, and preach to the 
purpose : a young one of this town gave us lately a very 
excellent gospel sermon. Grown up people stand fagt ixt 
their stupidity or in their self-righteousness* The day I 
preached, I met with some children in my wood, walking 
or gathering strawberries. I spoke to them about our Fa- 
ther, our Common Father •*— -We felt a touch of brotherly 
affection. They said they would sing to their Father, as 
well as the birds ; and foUowed me, attempting to make such 
melody, as you know is commonly made in these parts. I out- 
rode themf but some of them had the patience to follow me 
home, and said they would speak with me ; but the peo« 
^ of the house stopped them, saying I would not be trou- 
bled widi children. They cried, and said. They were 
mire I would not say so ^ for I was their good brother. The 
next day when I heard it, I inquired after them, and invi- 
ted diem to come tome; which they have done every day 
since. I make them litde hymns which diey sing. Some 
of them are under sweet drawings. Yesterday, I wept for 
joy, on hearing one of them speak of convicdon of sin, and 
joy unspeakable in Christ which had followed, as an expe- 
rienced believer would do in BristoL Last Sunday I met 
them in the wood ; diere were 100 of them, and as many 
adults. Our first pastor has since desired me to desist 
from preaching in the wood, (for I had exhorted) for fear 
of giving umbrage ; and I have complied, from a concur- 
rence of circumstances which are not worth mentioning : I 

therefore meet them in my father's yard. 

O 
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*< In one of tay letters I promised you some anecdotedy 
concerning the death of our two great philosophers, Vol- 
taire and Rousseau. Mr. Tronchin, the physician of the 
Duke of Orleans, being sent for to attend Voltaire in his 
illness at Paris, Voltaire said to him^ ^ Sir, I desire you 
would save my life^ I will give you the half of my fortune^ 
if you lengthen out my days only for six months. If not, 
I shall go to the devil, and shall carry you away along 
with me.** 

Rosseau died more decently^ as full of himself as Vol" 
taire was of the wicked' one. He paid that attention to na- 
ture and the natural sun, which the Christian pays to grace 
and the Sun of Righteousness. These were some of his 
last words to his wife^ which I copy from a printed letter 
circulating in these parts : * Open the window that I may 
see the green fields once more. How beautiful is nature ! 
How wonderful is the sun ! See what glorious light it sends 
forth! It is God who calls me. How pleasing .is death 
to a man who is not conscious of any sin ! O God ! my 
soul is now as pure as when it first came out of thy hands : 
crown it with thy heavenly bliss !' God deliver us from 
self and satan, the internal and external fiend. The Lord 
forbid we should fall into the snare of the Sadducees, with 
the former of these two famous men, or into that of the 
Pharisees with the latter. Farewell in Jesus, J. F." 

We may infer, I thinks from these and divers other ex- 
tracts of letters, which appear in this work, under Mr. 
Fletcher's own hand, that the following account, by Mn 
Gilpin, is perfectly correct. '* As during Mr. Fletcher's 
abode in England, his attachment to his absent country- 
men was daily expressed in fervent prayer, and frequendy 
in affectionate epistles addressed to those among them, 
whose situation and abilities might have rendered them 
eminently useful to the church ; so when present with them, 
his affectionate concern for their happiness was evinced by 
the most indefatigable exertions for their advancement in 
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religion and virtue. When he waa^ to all appearance, in 
dying circumstances, even in those seasons, the entreaties 
of friends, the advice of physicians, together with his bo- 
dily infirmities, were found insuflkient to restnun him 
from the exercise of his ministry. His manner of emplo}ring 
himself among them^ is modestly expressed in an apology, 
which he once thought it necessary to mal^e for his con« 
duct upon those occasions ; from which the following pas- 
sage is extracted* ^ Afflicted with a dangert>U8 disease, 
and obliged to entrust the care of my church to a substi- 
tute, with the permission of my superiors, I came to this 
place on a visit to my kinsmen ; and especially for the pur- 
pose of breathing my native air^ which the physicians, af- 
ter having already exhausted their art in my favour, con- 
sidered as the last remedy that remained to be tried widi 
any hope of success. Upon my arrival, the pastors of 
Nyon, to the first of whom I have had the honor of being 
known for these six and thirty years, obligingly offered me 
the use of their pulpits, if my health should permit me to 
preach* But after appointing different days, on which I 
hoped to have taken the advantage of their friendly offers, 
by repeated returns of my weakness, I was prevented from 
fulfilling my engagements. I have, howeverf preached 
three or four times ; but observing in myself, during those 
exercises, a want of strength to occupy the pulpit with that 
power and dignity, which are expected in a preacher who 
appears before a polished audience, I considered it rather 
as my duty, with the permission^ and under the inspection, 
of our pastors, without ascending the pulpit^ to give some 
familiar instructions to such children and others, as were 
disposed to receive them ; offering in a room, from time 
to time, occasional reflections, either upon some book of 
piety, or some passage of Holy Scripture.' Such were his 
customary emplojrments during his residence at Nyon. 
And to these pious exercbes he devoted his remaining 
Strength with that assiduity and per3everance, which abun« 
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.dantly manifested how Uule he regarded either ease or 
health, when they came in competition with the advantage 
and we)&re of his countrymen* . 

But while he engaged himself widi so much zeal in the 
service of hb countrymen at large, ammig hie kinsmen and 
friends his benevolent labours were stiU more abundant 
He expressed the most vehement desires^ and emj^ed 
the most strenuous efforts, that the whole circle of hu 
friends might become a people ^ fearing God, and work* 
ing righteousness.' He admonished them with the autho- 
rity of a minister, and entreated them with the gentleness 
of |i brother, mixing both his admonitions and entreaties 
with many affectionate tears. When he perceived in any 
of them an inclination to linger, either in the darkness of 
deism, or in the mazes of dissipation, like the deliverers 
of Lotf he would stretch out his hand, and endeavour with 
a pious violence, to rescue them from the dangers to which 
they were exposed* And, on the other hand, when he 
discovered in any of his friends the least discemahle to^ 
kensf cither of godly sorrow, or of holy desire, he would 
l^ve a loose to the fervours of that holy joy^ which is mani<« 
fested on similar occasions in the presence of the angels of 
God. 

Butf perhaps, it is impossible to give any just idea of 
the extraordinary concern he expressed for the estabhsb* 
ment of his near relations in the futh of the Gospel, ex- 
cept in his own words. The following passages translated 
from an episde which he formerly addressed to his brother, 
the Assessor, will set this amiable part of his disposition 
in a just point of view. After lamenung that he had pass^ 
ed so great a part of his own life in the vain pursuits of 
the world, he conUnues,— ^ And are you not constrained, 
my dear brother, to make the same lamentation with me ? 
Yes, I cannot but indulge a hope that God will hear my 
prayers, that he will have some regard to the tears with 
which I wet this paper^ and that, while you are reading 
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ihese lines, his grace lidllopeiuie upon your iMait* If yon 
did but know^ how much joy then would be in heaven for 
your conversion ; if you coidd but conceive, wiiat trans-' 
IxMts of gralitude would overiiow your heart and mane ; if 
you were but sensible, how my bowels are nsoved for you ; 
aurely then, without a momenl^« delay, you would submit 
to the grace of that Saviour, who is even now speaking in 
your heart. And can you still hold out, my dear brother? 
And are you so entiie an enemy to your own happiness, 
BO insensible, so hard^ as to decline making a fidi surren- 
der of yourself to God? I will hope better things of you, 
through the grace of our common Saviour. O no^ diat 
grace overwhefan thy heart, and melt down all thy hard^ 
ness .'—As we are of cme blood, let us also be of one heart 
and one souL Do not reject, I conjure you, my brotherly 
counsels and supplications. Do not refuse to come, where 
so much felicity awaits you, because pressed to it by a 
person, who b unworthy 4o bring you the invitation. We 
have passed our infimcy and our youth beneath the same 
roof, and under the same masters. We have borne the 
same fatigueSf and tasted the same pleasures. Why then 
should we be separated now i Why should theif be divi« 
ded, who by nature, habit, and friendship, have been so long 
united ?-*I have undertaken a journey to the New Jeru«' 
salem : O sufier me not to go thither alone. Let neither the 
fatigues, nor the length of the way, affiight you. We shall 
be provided, even in the desert, with heavenly manna and 
streams of living water. God himself shall go before us, 
as in a pillar of fire, and under the protection of his wings, 
we may walk without fear, through the valley of the sha- 
dow ofdeath^'-^Come then, my dear brother, I am most un- 
willing to leave you behind. Come ; support me ; go before 
me ; encourage me ; shew me the way : I feel the want of 
a faithful companion, and a christian friend. SuiFer me to 
throw myself at your feet, to embrace your knees, and to 
wash them with the tears which are now streaming from 
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my eyes. I ask no part of your temporal possessions ; but 
entreat you to seek after an eternal inheritance. I desire 
neither your gold nor your silver ; but I am anxious that 
you should share my joy. I am solicitous that you should 
accompany me to Mount Zion^ to thedtyofthe living God; 
that you should mix in that innumerable company ofangeb 
who worship there, and be counted in the general aeeem^ 
bly and church of the Jirst-born. In shorty I am anxious, 
my dear brother, that you should come with me, to have 
your name written in the book of life, and be made free 
of that holy city, which shall one day descend from God 
out of heaven. I have a presentiment^ that you will at 
last submit to the easy yoke of Christ, and that, after you 
are converted, you will strengthen your brethren. Do not 
tell me agun, that piety is usually the portion of younger 
brothers, sincie I read in the Old Testament, that every first* 
bom male should be consecrated, in a peculiar manner, to 
God. Let me rather entreat you to take the advantage of 
your situation. Be at least as far beyond me in piety, as jfou 
are in years; and instead of feeling any jealousy upon this ac- 
count^ my pleasure will be augmented in the great day of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, to see myself placed at your feet.' 

These quotations may serve as a specimen of the roan* 
ner in which Mr. Fletcher was accustomed to express his 
ardent desire^ in different degrees, for the spiritual pros- 
perity of his countrymen, his friends, and his brethren. 

In the meantime* while Mr. Fletcher was thus labour- 
ing, even beyond his strength, according to the opportunity 
offered him, to be useful to his own countrymen, he was 
not unmindful of his dear flock at Madeley. In a letter 
written about this time, among other important observa- 
tions and advices, he says,— *^^ I am yet in the land of the 
living, to prepare, with you, for the land where there is 
life without deaths praising without weariness of the fleshy 
and loving without separation. There^ I once more chal- 
lenge you to meet me, with all the mind that was in Christ ; 
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slnd may not one hoof be kft behind ! May there not be 
found one Demas among you, turning aside from the little 
flock and the narroir way, to love and follow this present, 
perishing world. May there not be one Esau, who^ for a 
frivolous gratification, sold his birthright; nor another 
wife of Lot, who looked back for the good things of the 
city of destruction, and was punished by a judgment, al* 
most as fearful as that of Ananias, Sapphira, and Judas. 
My dear companions, let us be consistent : let us seek first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all other 
things^ upon your diligentf frugal^ and secondary endea- 
vours^ shall be added unto you. Let us live daily, more 
and more, upon the free love of our gracious Creator and 
Preserver, the grace and righteousness of our atoning Re- 
deemer and Mediator, nor let us stop short of the power- 
ful, joyous influence of our Comforter and Sanctifier. 

^* Bear me on your hearts, as I do you upon mine : and 
meet we all in the heart of Christ, who is the centre of our 
union, and our common head; humbly leaving it to him, 
when and where we shall meet again. Farewell in Christ 
till we meet in the flesh around his table, or in the spirit 
around his throne.' I am your afflicted, comforted bro- 
ther, J. F." 

July 18, He writes also to the Rev* Mr. Greaves, en- 
trusted with the oversight of them, and observes,^— *^ I 
trust you lay yourself out in length and breadth for the good 
of the flock committed to your care. I should be glad to 
hear, that all the flock grow in grace, and that the little 
flock (those united in christian fellowship) grow in hum- 
ble love. 

^* Be pleased to read the following note in the church : 
' John Fletcher begs a further interest im^e prayers of the 
congregation of Madeley ; and desires those, who assem- 
ble to serve God in the church, to help him to return pub- 
lic thanks to Almighty God, for many mercies received ; 
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mpGOtlOfj fiir beiDg able to do every day a Ikde mialslerial- 
doty, whick he coaaiders as an earnest of the strength lie 
should be. g^ to have* to come back sooo^ and serve theM 
in the gospel f which he designs to do, please God, in somo 
maotim^ I» the meantime^ he beseeches* thenOf to serve 
God as durifldans, and to love one another as brethren ; ne* 
g^ectkig no means of grace, and rejoicing in all the hopes 
of glory.' 

^ I hope^ my dear brother, that you remember my re- 
quest tt> you in my letter from Dover; and than youran 
giad of every pos^le help to do the people good. The 
harvest is great» the labourers are but comparatively few.- 
Fray the Lord to send more labourers into his harvest i 
and rejoice, when he sends us any, who will hdp us to 
break up the ftUow ground* My love to all our kind 
neighbours, and to the preachers^ whom I beg you will 
thank in my name« 

^ Be pleased, when you have an opportunity, to read the 
following note to the Societies at Madely, Dawley, and the 
Banks: 

^ My dear Brethren, 

^ I hope you have no need of a line to assure you of the 
continuance of my brotherly love for you. We are all calK 
ed to grow in grace, and, consequently, in love, which b 
die greatest of all Christian graces. Your prayers for my 
soul and my body have not been without answer. Bless* 
ed be God ! glory be to his rich mercy in Christ, I live 
yet the life of faith ; and as to my body^ I recover some 
strength : which rejoices me the more, as I hope a good 
Providence will make way for my laying it out, in inviting 
you to leave the things which are behind, and to press with 
earnestness^ unit^jf^TiA patience^ towards the mark of our 
heavenly calling in Christ. God bless you all, with all the 
blessings brought to the church by Christ Jesus, and by 
the other Comforter ! Fare ye all well in Jesus : and re* 
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member^ at the throne of grace, your a affectionate brother 
and servant in Christ,* J. F.'* 

Mr. Fletcher arrived in England, in the middle of the 
spring, (1780) in tolerable healthy being quite recovered 
from his consumption* Calling at London^ he preached at 
the new Chapel, slept at Newington, April 27, and the next 
day set out for BristoL He stayed there only a short time, 
and then retired to Mr. Ireland's, at Brislington. The in- 
terview which Mr. Rankinf had with him here, immediate- 
ly upon his arrival, manifests very clearly that he brought 
back from the Continent the same fervent spirit which had 
accompanied him thither* Of this Mr. Rankin ^ves me 
the following account : 

^Mn the year 1781» being stationed in Bristol with my 
much esteemed friend, Mr. Pawson,:^ I was informed of 

♦ Passing through Madeley parish one day in the year 1805, 1 over- 
took an aged Christian woman, and in the course of conversation, I ask- 
ed her if she had ever seen Mr. Fletcher. She immediately replied with 
great earnestness and feeling, yes. Sir, glory be to God, that ever Mr. 
Fletcher Came into this parish, for under one sermon that he preached, 
the Lord opened my blind eyes, and I roared out for t)ie disquietude 
' of my soul ; under another sermon, said she, which I heard him preach, 
a new song was put into my mouth on even praise and thanksgiving to 
God.!— I heard Mrs. Fletcher once say, that tlie good which her dear 
husband did in this world will not be fully known, until the great and 
final day shall make it manifest ; and I do most firmly believe the sen- 
timent is just. ^ J. K. 

■j-The Rev. Thomas Rankin, a Methodist minister.— He travelled 
pretty extensively in this country, to preach the gospel, prior to the 
Revolutionary war ; at the commencement of which, he returned to Eng- 
land, leaving behind him his fidthfid fellow labourer, the Rev. Francis 
Asbury, now (1814) senior bishop of the methodist episcopal church in 
America; who, from that period to the present day, has been working 
the works of him that sent him, with unalterable perseverance, zeal, 
and success. Mr. Rankin finished hb course with joy, after having 
faithfully served God in his generation. May 17th, 1810, at his house in 
London. J. K. 

t The Rev. John Pawson. He travelled more than forty years in the 
Methodist Connection, in Europe, preaching the glorious gospel of the 
Messed God, with a larcfe share both of the wisdom and the power »f 

p 
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Mr. Fletcher*s arrival at Brislington, from his journey to 
Switzerland. I rode over to Mn Ireland's the day after^ 
and had such an interview with him as I shall never forget 
in time or eternity* As I had not seen him for upwards 
of ten years, his looks, his salutation, and his address, 
struck me with a mixture of wonder, solemnity^ and joy. 
We retired into Mr. Ireland's garden, where we could con-* 
verse with more freedom. He then began to enquire con- 
cerning the work of God in America, and my labours for 
the five years I had spent on that Continent. I gave him 
as far as I was capable, a full account of every thing that 
he wbhed to know. While I was giving him this rela- 
tioUf he stopped me six times, and, when under the shade 
of the trees, poured out his soul to God, for the prosperity 
of the work, and our brethren there. He appeared to be 
as deeply interested in behalf of our suflfering friends, as if 
they had been his own flock at Madeley. He several 
times called upon me also, to commend them to God in 
prayer. This was an hour never to be forgotten by me 
while memory remains. Before we parted, I engasjlblf : ' 

■' " --J 

Christ ; and many were the seals to his ministry. The doctrine and di»*" 
cipline of the mcthodist church he highly esteemed. Mr. Pawson wis 
a just and holy man, and his path shone brighter and brighter, imto the 
perfect day : he died at Wakefield, in Yorkshire, in the year 1806, and 
such an uncommon glor^' rested upon him in his last hours, that ministers 
and people of all denominations (at his own particular request) flocked ta 
his dying chamber, and saw in him, bow a child of God can rejoice amidst 
all his pain and weakness, that he is going to liis Heavenly Father to join 
the general assembly and church of the first-bom, whose names are 
written in heaven. O glorious Christianity, nothing like religion, " pure 
and undefiled," both for time and eternity. A few hours before Mr. 
Pawson's death, he baptized an^ infant, and, for the last time on earth/ 
ofiered his unfeigned homage to God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghost. Mrs. Pawson, bis pious widow, departed this life, 
gloriously triumphant in the faith, at Leeds, June 2nd 1809. Her hu-' 
mility, meekness, gentleness, christian simplicity, deadness to the world, 
habitual spirituality of mind, and entire devotedness to God, endeared 
lier to all her Christian friends, and constituted her a mother in Israel. 
1 knew them both well, and caci. never forget their amiable example. J. K. 
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him to come to Bristol, on the Monday foHowing, in order 
to meet the select band in the forenoon, and to preach in 
my place in the evening. He> did so accordingly. During 
the hour that he spent with the select band, the room ap- 
peared as < the house of God and the gate of heaven.' He 
preached in the evening, from the 2nd Epistle to the Thes- 
salonians, chap. ii. verse 13. The whole congregation was 
dissolved in tears. He spoke like one who had but just 
left the converse of God and angels, and not like a human 
being. The different conversations I had with him, his 
prayers and preaching during the few days which he stayed 
at Bristol and Brislington, left such an impression on 
my mind, and were attended with such salutary effects, 
that for some months afterwards, not a cloud intervened 
between God and my soul, no, not for one hour. His me- 
mory will ever be precious to me while life shall remain, 
and the union of spirit which I felt with that holy and 
blessed man, will have its consummation in those regions 
of light, love, and glory, where parting shall be no more. 
I beg leave here to subjoin an extract from a letter written 
to me, a few weeks after he arrived at M adeley. 

" My dear brother, Madeley, June 25, 1781. 

^* I thank you for your kind remembrance of, and letter 
to me. I found myself of one heart with you, both as a 
preacher and believer, before I left Bristol, and I am glad 
you find freedom to speak to me as your friend in Christ. 
By what you mention of your experience, I am confirmed 
in the thought, that it is often harder to keep in the way of 
faith and light than to get into it. 2. That speculation and 
reasoning hinder us to get into that way, and lead us out 
of it when we are in it. 3. The only business of those who 
come to God, as a Redeemer or Sanctifier, must be to feel 
their want of redemption and ssLCtifying power from on 
hig'h^ and to come for it by simple, cordial, working faith. 
Easily the heart gets into a false rest before our last enemy 
is overcome, Hence arises a relapsing in an imperceptible 
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degree, into indolence and carnal security : Hence a dream- 
ing that we are rich and increased in goods. This is one 
of the causes of the declension you perceive among some 
of the Methodists. Another is the outward rest they have, 
which is consistent with the selfish views of hypocrites, 
and with the unbending of the bow of faith^ in those who 
are sincere. Another may be, judging of the greatness of 
the work by the numbers in society. Be the consequence 
what it willf those who see the evil should honestly bear 
their testimony against it, first in their own souls, next by 
their life, and thirdly by their plain and constant reproofs 
and exhortations* The work of justification seems stopped, 
in some degree, because the glory and necessity of the par- 
doe of sins, to be received and enjoyed now byfaiih^ is not 
l^ressed enough upon sinners ; and the n^ed of retaining it 
upon believers. The work of sanctification is hindered, if 
I am not mistaken, by the same reason, and by holding out 
the being delivered from sin as the mark to be aimed at, 
instead of being rooted in Christ, znd filled with the fulness 
of God, and with power from on high. The dispensation 
of the Spirit is confounded with that of the Son, and the 
former not being held forth clearly enough, formal and 
lukewarm believers in Jesus Christ suppose they have the 
£^ft of the Holy Ghost. Hence the increase of carna/ pro- 
fessors: See Acts viii. 16. And hence so kw spiritual 
men. Let us pray, hope, love, believe for ourselves, and 
call, as you say, for the display of the Lord's arm. My 
love to your dear fellow-labourer, Mr. Pawson. Pray for 
your affectionate brother, J, F." 

Mr. Ireland being confined by affliction, and wishing, 
nevertheless, to accompany his friend to Madeley as soon 
as he should be able, Mr. Fletcher stayed a few days at 
Brislington, waiting for his recovery, before he set out for 
his parish. Upon their arrival there it was his first care 
to inquire into the spiritual state of his dear flock : but he 
did not find such cause of rejoicing as he had fondly ex- 
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pected. This may be easily gathered from the letter he 
then wrote to his friend at Newington. It runs thus: 

" Madeley, June 12, 1781. 
** My very dear Friend, 

^^ I stayed longer at Brislington than I designed. Mr. 
Ireland was illy and would nevertheless come hither with 
me : so that I was obliged to stay till he was batter. And 
indeed it was well I did not come without him : for he has 
helped me to regulate my outward affiiirs, which were in 
great confusion. Mr. Greaves leaves me : and I will eith- 
er leave Madeley, or have an assistant able to stir among 
the people : for I had much rather be gone than stay here, 
to see the dead bury their dead. Well, we shall soon 
remove out of all, and rest from our litde cares and labors. 
You do not forget) I hope, that you have need of patiencei^ 
as well as I, to inherit the promises, the best and greatest 
of which are not sealed, but to such as keep the word of 
Christ's patience, and such as persevere with him in his 
temptations. Hold on then, patient faith and joyful hope ! 
If I were by you, I would preach to your heart and my 
own, a lecture on this text^ JVe are saved by hopey and by 
a faith which is never stionger than when it is contrary to 
all the feelings of flesh and blood. 

*' Pray what news of the glory ? Does the glory of the 
Lord fill the temple, your house, your heart ? A cloud is 
over my poor parish : but alas ! it is not the luminous cloud 
by day, nor the pillar of fire by night. Even the few re- 
maining professors stared at me the other day, when I 
preached to them on these words, Te shall receive the Holy 
Ghost : for the promise is unto you. Well, the promise is 
unto us ; if others despise it, still let us believe and hope. 
Nothing enlarges the heart, and awakens the soul, more 
than that believing, Idving, expectation. Let us wait to- 
gether until we are all endued with power from on high.** 

The above letter manifests still further that he had sus* 
tained no loss of his piety and devotedness to God while 
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abroad. And although, as it appearsi he now entertidned 
thoughts of changing hia condition in life, it is evident his 
mind was not hereby diverted from the pursuit of his holy 
vocation and ministry, nor his zeal in the least damped.^-^ 
This is rendered still more evident from a letter I received 
from him about the same time, with an extract from which 
I shall conclude this Chapter. 
** My dear Brother, 

^^ I rejoice at, and am much obliged to you for your 
kind remembrance of me : and I shall be glad to tie faster 
the blessed knot at the approaching Conference, (to beheld 
at Leeds, in the beginning of August next,) if my health 
permit me to be there, according to my design. Happy 
are you if you live by faith in the atoning blood, for justi* 
fication and sanctification. It is the Spirit alone which 
can shew us the worth, and make us feel the powerful in* 
fluence of the Saviour's blood and righteousness : and so 
far as my little experience goesy he gives that blessed pri- 
vilege only to those, who in the depth of poverty wait fi>r 
that divine revelation. I learn not to despise the least 
beam of truth, and I quietly and joyfully wait for the bright 
sunshine. 

** The best way to avoid errors is to lie very low before 
God ; to know his voice and consult him in all things ; 
learning to mortify our wise pride ; as well as our aspiring 
willy and our disordered passions. But more of this if we 
live to see each other again. 

^^ I am at present without an assistant here^ but hope 
soon to have Mr. Bailey, one of the Masters at Kings wood 
School. If he come, I shall be at liberty to go to Leeds, 
and I hope God will strengthen me for the journey. A 
godly wife is a peculiar blessing from the Lord.* I wish 
you joy for such a loan. Possess it with godly fear and 
holy joy ; and the God that gave her you help you both 

* This i^ said with a reference to my having married about a ytt^ 
and an half before. 
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to see your doubled piety take root in the heart of the 
child that crowns your union* So prays, my dear brother^ 
your affectionate friend, J* F/' 



OF Hm MARRMGE. 

Although the great Aposde has ranked the forbid- 
ding' to marry among the doctrines of devils, and has ex- 
pressly declared, Marriage is honourable to all men, and the 
bed undefiled; yet a kind of prejudice hangs on the minds 
of many even of those that love God, inclining them to dis- 
approve of the marriage of persons eminent in religion.—- 
Yea, many are of opinion that it is not consistent with high 
degrees of holiness : and that when any who have deep ex- 
perience in the things of God marry, they are in some 
measure fallen from grace. Hence many were surprised, 
that so eminent a Christian as Mr. Fletcher should take 
this step. And they could hardly help thinkingf that he 
had lost some degree of his excellent piety, and that he 
was not so unreservedly devoted to God as he had been 
some time before^ 

In order to satisfy every reasonable person that he had 
not sustained any loss at all ; that his entire self-devotion 
was in nowise impaired either before or at the time of his 
marriage, the most convincing way, as Mr. Wesley has 
observed, will be to give as particular an account as pos- 
sible of the steps which led to this union ; and of what oc- 
curred at the time When it took place. This I shall do, 
first, in the words of the Rev. Mr. Gilpin, and then in 
those of one who was well acquainted with them both, and, 
in particular, was in habits of great intimacy with the 
pious and amiable person who was the object of Mr. 
Fletcher*s choice. 

" The attention of Ministers," says Mr. Gilpin, " in 
choosing such companions, as may not hinder their sue- 
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cess in the miniitiy is of so great importance, that in some 
countries the conduct of a pastor's wife, as well as that of 
the pastor himself, is supposed either to edify or mislead 
Ae flock. Nay, the minister himself is frequently con- 
demned for the faults of his wife : thus, in the protestant 
churches of Hungary, they degrade a pastor, whose wife 
indulges herself in cards, dancing, or any other public 
amusement, which bespeaks the gaiety of a lover of the 
world, rather than the gravity of a christian matron. This 
severity springs from the supposition, that the woman, 
having promised obedience to her husband^ can do no* 
thing but what he either directs or approves* Hencey 
they conclude, that example having a greater influence 
than precept, the wife of a minister, if she be inclined to 
the worlds will preach wordly compliance with more suc- 
cess by her conduct, than her husband can preach the re- 
nunciation of the world by the most solemn discourses.^* 
And the incredulity of the stumbled flock will always be 
the consequence of that unhappy inconsistency, which is 
observable between the serious instructions of a well dis- 
posed minister, and the trifling conduct of a woman with 
whom he is so intimately connected. Nor are there want- 
ing apostolic ordinances sufficient to support the exercise 
of this severe discipline z^^Even so must their rvives be 
gravey not slanderers f sober ^ faithful in all things. Let 
the Bishop or Deacon be one that ruleth well his own 
housej having his children^ and every part of his family, in 
subjection with all gravity : for if a man know not hoxv to 
rule his own house^ now shall he take care of the church 
of God? 1 Tim. iii. 4, 5, 11. 

" Early in life Mr. Fletcher was introduced to the com- 
pany of Miss Bosanquet,* a lady of distinguished piety, 

• Mrs. Fletcher was bom in London, 1773, of parents hifjhly respec- 
table, as the Bosanqucts, their immediate descendants, are at this day. 
Mrs. Fletcher remembered her Creator in the days of her 30utli, and 
became a decided religious character at that lovely period when gaiety 
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and one who had been exposed to peculiar suiTerings in the 
cause of godliness. From the very first acquaintance of 
these two excellent persons, they were deeply sensible of 
each other's worth, and felt the secret influence of a mutual 
attraction. But, notwithstandmg the peculiar regard they 
entertained for each other, no intimate intercourse subsist- 
ed between them for many years after this period. Both 
were called to an extraordinary course of spiritual exer- 
cises ; but, by the providence of God, they were appointed 
to labour in different stations. While he was exhausing 
his strength in the service of his flock, she was no less ho- 
nourably employed in applying an ample fortune to the re- 
lief of the friendless ; collecting together, and supporting 
imder her own roof, an extensive family, composed of the 
afflicted, the indigent, and the helpless, but chiefly consist- 
ing of orphan children. To these occupations they devoted 
the prime of their days, and during more than twenty years 
unwearied attention to these sacred employments, no regu- 
lar correspondence was maintained between them. They 
knew, however, and rejoiced in each other's labours : but 
while every succeeding report tended to increase their mu- 
tual regard, they greatly endeavoured to turn the whole 
stream of their affections toward heavenly things, joyfully 
sacrificing every inferior consideration to the interest of 
the church, and the glory of their common Master. 

^^ It was not till his last return from Switzerland, after his 
unexpected recovery from a dangerous illness, that Mr* 
Fletcher renewed his personal acquaintance with Miss Bo- 
sanquet, who received him as a friend restored from the 
grave. They had each of them studiously followed the 
leadings of Providence in their appointed stations ; and, at 
this time, a combination of extraordinary circumstances 
led them into those habits of intimacy, which daily in- 

and folly too frequently prevail, especially where great natural vivacity 
and a plentiful fortune, unite their uiflucncc to fomi and establish the 
&shionable character, &c. &c.— Sec Biographical Dictionary. J- K. 

Q 



•^ 



J22 *r*^ ^'^^^^ ^^ 

creased their deep rooted attachment to each other. There 
existed on either side, a variety of motiives to their imme- 
diate union, and not a single reason of any weight for their 
continued separation. Every seeming impediment was 
suddenly removed out of the way, and all things wonder- 
fully conspired to accelerate that entire connection between 
them, which promised a large addition to their mutual 
comfort. At length, with the fullest persuasion that they 
acted under the divine influence, they received each other 
at the akar, in the most solemn and affecting manner, as 
from the immediate hand of God, and in the presence of a 
multitude of friends, who rejoiced to see so much solid 
piety and worth united by an indissoluble tie.'' 

The account given by Mrs. C. in a letter to Mr. Wes- 
ley, is much more particular : and as she was an eye and 
car witness of whac she relates, I doubt not but it will fully 
satisfy all who seriously consider it, that his soul was,'at 
that time, all alive and wholly devoted to God. And this 
whole transaction n^y well be recommended to the imita^ 
tion of all Christians, who enter the holy state of matri- 
mony. 

« Rev. Sir, 

^^ I think it my privilege, and have often found it a bless- 
ing, to comply with the request of my honoured father, 
which I now do also in great love to my valuable and much 
esteemed friends, Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher. I will there- 
fore endeavour, with the assistance of my gracious Lord, 
to recollect and acquaint you with some particulars of the 
life and character of these truly devoted servants of God, 
with whose intimate acquaintance I have been favoured for 
near thirty years. But indeed I feel my great insufficiency 
to relate what might be said with the strictest truth of these 
worthies. 

" My acquaintance with Mrs. Fletcher began when she 
was about seventeen years of age. She had from her early 
childhood been strongly drawn to seek the Crucified, and 
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was BOW athirst for a clean heart, and longed to have a 
right spirit renewed within her. Nor did her desire to 
love God with all her heart, lessen, but increase her love 
to her neighbour : as I, the most unworthy, am well able 
to testify, to whom she has been a tried friend^ even to the 
present hour. 

" To give you a clear view of this, I need only tran- 
scribe part of a letter, which she wrote to me May 23, 1 757* 
< My dearest Friend, 

^ The Lord has been indeed merciful, above all that we 
can ask or think. I found a greater blessing the last time 
I was with you than ever. I am more enabled to pray and 
eamesdy to seek after holiness. But what most stirs me 
up is, I seem to hear the Lord calling upon me. Depart 
ye^ depart ye : go ye out thence : touch not the unclean 
thing : be ye clean that bear the vessels of the Lord* For 
some time these words have been much in my mind, with 
both pleasure and profit. But within this day or two, the 
Lord has more clearly shewn me the way wherein I ought 
to walk. He seems to call me out to more activity ; so 
that I am ready to cry out, * What would thou have me 
to do V Then I consider. Can (do any more for the souls 
or bodies of the poor about me ? But this does not seem 
to be the thing. What I am now led to wish for is, with 
both soul and body to serve those who are in Christ. And 
as soon as the Lord has prepared me for his work, and set 
me at liberty, my firm resolution is, by the grace of God, 
to be wholly given up to the Church. I plainly see, I have 
no more to do with the world than to allow myself the ne- 
cessaries of life. And though it has pleased God that I 
have no need to work for my living, yet surely that is no 
reason my hand should be idle. I would be like those de- 
scribed, 1 Tim. V. 10, To bring up children^ to lodge 
strangers^ to be ready to do the meanest offices for the 
saints : to relieve the afflicted^ to visit the fatherless and 
•widows^ and diligently to follow every good work* O pray 
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for me, that the Lord may shorten Ills work in me^ and 
quickly make an end of sin * O that he would say to my 
soul, Thou art all fair my love! There is no spot in thecm 
O when shall I be wholly given up both body and soul, to 
him who gave him3elf for me !' 

** I admired the spirit of this letter ; but litde expected 
to see these good desires brought so fully into practice, as 
they were a few years after. And this may suffice as a 
clear proof, that God fulfils the desires of them that fear 
him: yea, and shews unto them the path, wherein he 
would have them to walk.' That her light given before was 
not delusive is plain ! as it; is well known, how many years 
she has brought up children^ lodged strangers 9 relieved the 
afflicted, and diligently followed every good work. 

^ With regard to the dear saint, that is now swallowed up 
in his beloved employment, praise and adoration, it is eight 
or nine and twenty years since I wast first favoured with 
his heavenly conversation, in company with Mr. Walsh 
and a few other friends, most of whom are now in the 
world of spirits. At the^e seasons how frequendy did we 
fcel-^ 

** The o'erwhelming power of saving grace !" 

How frequently were we silenced thereby, while tears of 
love our souls overflowed ! It sweetly affects my soul, 
while I recollect the humility, fervour of spirit, and strength 
of faith, with which dear Mr. Fletcher so often poured out 
his soul, before the Great Three One, at whose feet we have 
Iain in holy shame and divine silence, till it seemed earth 
was turned to heaven ! With what delight does my soul 
recal those precious moments ! Yet a little while and we 
shall all magnify his name together. 

*' This heavenly-minded servant of the Lord resembled 
his Master likewise in his love to precious souls. I heard 
him preach his first sermon at West-Street ChapeL I 
think his text was, Repent ^ for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand. His spirit appeared in his whole attitude and action, 
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though he could not well find words in the English lan- 
guage to express himself: but he supplied that defect, by 
oiFering up prayers, tears^ and sighs abundandy. Nearly 
about this time he saw Miss Bosanquet, and began his ac- 
quaintance with her. But although they had a particular 
esteem for each other, yet they had no correspondence for 
above twenty years. It was not till the yearly Conference 
drew near, in July, 1781, that he paid her a visit at her 
own house near Leeds. They had much conversation to-< 
gether, and contracted an intimate acquaintance. After a 
few days. Miss Bosanquet asked your (Mr. Wesley's) ad- 
vice, concerning Mr. Fletcher's proposal. You approved 
it entirely, being pcifsuadcd^ it would be much to the glory 
of God." 

About the middle of September Mr. Fletcher returned 
to Madeley, where he continued till the end of Octobelr, 
when he again visited Yorkshire, intending immediately af- 
ter his marriage to set out with his spouse to his beloved 
parish. For he seemed to think every hour a day while 
he was detained from his dear people. But unavoidable 
hindrances occurring, their mutual fi-iend, the Rev. Mr. 
Cross, was so kind as to supply Madeley, while Mr. 
Fletcher took care of Mr. Cross's parish in his absence. 

*♦ His general conversation," proceeds Mrs. C. " while 
at Cross-Hall, was praising God, and speaking of the love 
of our dear Redeemer. He took opportunities likewise of 
speaking to every one in the family, concerning the state 
of their souls, and giving them, from time to time, such 
directions as were suitable thereto. At other times, he 
met us all together, and gave us proper exhortations and 
directions. Our daily meals were as a Sacrament; when 
he drank to any one it was, ** Heavenly health," or '* The 
cup of salvation." At or after die meal, he generally be- 
gun, or called us to begin that verse, 
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** Stilly O my soul, prolong 
The oever-ceasing song ! 
Christ my theme, my hope, my joy ! 

HiB be all my happy days ! 
Praise my every hour employ ; ^ 

Every breacth be spent in praoe !'' 

After diniier he often sung several verses of Primitive 
Christiaiiiif : particularly that, 

** O that my lord would count me meet. 
To wash his dear disciples feet !*' 



he read many of those verses with tears stream* 
ing down his face* Thus did he walk with God^ filled 
with the Spirit of his beloved Lord : confirming his love 
to aU the family, and caring both for their spiritual and 
temporal concerns, 

^* My soul was much affected, when he asked each of 
uSf in a sweet, humble manner, ^ Can you give me your 
fiiend i* To think of parting was indeed grievous to ua 
alL Yet we did not dare to withhold her from him : as we 
all believed the union was of Grod, and would be to theii' 
present and eternal benefit. The first sermon which he 
preached in Leeds, on the Sunday morning before the Con- 
ference, will never be forgotten by any that heard it, who 
desire to be perfected in love* He preached in many 
places while in Yorkshire, and to numerous congregations. 
I have heard of many who were blest thereby : some con- 
vinced of sin, others comforted* And whenever he either 
preached or conversed, the comforts of the Holy Ghost 
were multiplied. 

*' IVlonday, November 12, was the day appointed for the 
outward uniting of those, whose hearts were before united 
by the Holy Spirit. On the morning of this day, several 
friends met together on this sol'^mn occasion : who can all, 
with me, truly say, ' I have been at one Christian wed- 
ding.' Jesus was invited, and truly he was at our Cana.-* 
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We reached Cross-Hall before famay-prayers : Mr. 
Fletcher was dressed in bis canonicals : and after giving 
out one of Mr. Wesley's Marriage Hymns, he read the 
seventh, eighth, and ninth verses of the nineteenth chapter 
of the Revelation : and spoke from them in such a manner, 
as gready tended to spiritualize the solemnities of the day. 
He said, " We invite you to our wedding : but the Hdiy 
Ghost here invites you to the marriage of the Lamb. The 
Bride, the Lamb's wife, has made hernelf ready. Thia 
Bride consists of the whole Church triumphant and mili- 
tant united together. Ye may all be the Bride, and Jesus 
will condescend to be the Bridegroom, Make yourselves 
ready by being filled with the Spirit.' He was very solemn 
in prayer, and said, ^ Lord thou knowest, we would not 
take this step, if we had not eternity in view, and if we 
were not as willing to be carried into the church-yard^ as 
to go into the church.' At breakfast he reminded us, 
^ The postillions are now ready to carry us to the churchf 
in order to see our nuptials solemnized ; but death will 
soon be here, to transport us to the marriage of the Lamb/ 
** On the way to the church, (Bateley church, which 
was near two miles off,) he spoke much of the mysteiy 
which is couched under marriage, namely the union be- 
tween Christ and his Church. ^ The first Adam,' said he^ 
^ received his wife from his side : our heavenly Adam pur- 
chased his bride, by a fountain opened in his pierced side.' 
They were married in the face of the congregation ; the 
doors were opened, and every one came in that would.—- 
We then returned home, and spent a considerable time in 
singing and prayer. We were near twenty of us. I then 
presented Mrs. Fletcher with some Wedding Hymns. She 
looked them over, and gave them to Mn Fletcher. He 
read the scripture at the top, namely, ffusbands love your 
wives: and added, as Christ loved the Church. Then 
turning to us, he said, ^ My God, what a task ! Help me, 
my friends, by your prayers to fulfil it. As Christ loved 
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the Church ! He laid aside his glory for her ! He sub- 
mitted to be bom into our world ; to be clothed with a hu- 
man body, subject to all our sinless infirmities. He en- 
dured shame, contempt, pain, yea, death itself for his 
Church ! O my God, none is able to fulfil this task, with- 
out thine almighty aid. Help me, O my God ! Pray for 
me^ O my friends ! 

** He next read. Wives sttbmit yourselves to your own 
husbands. Mr«^ Flotchf r sfcilded. As unto the Lord. W ell, 
my dear, returned Mn Fletcher, Only in the Lord. And 
if ever I wish you to do any thing otherwise, resist mi 
with all your might. From dinner, which was a spiritual 
meal, as well as a natural one, until tea-time, our time was 
spent chiefly in fervent prayer or singing. After singing 
the Covenant Hymn, Mr. Fletcher went to Mrs. Fletcher, 
and said to her, ^ Well, my dearest friend, will you join 
with me in joimng ourselves in a perpetual covenant to 
the Lord ? Will you, with me, serve him in his members ? 
Will you help me to bring souls to the blessed Redeemer? 
And in every possible way, this day lay yourself under the 
strongest ties you can, to help me to glorify my gracious 
Lord ?* She answered like one that well knew where her 
strength lay, < May my God help me so to do !' 

" In the evening Mr. Valton* preached in the Hall, 
from those most suitable words. What shall I render unto 
the Lord for all his benefits ? 1 xvill take the cup ofsalva- 
tion^ and call upon the name of the Lord. His words did 
not fall to the ground : many were greatly refreshed. Af- 
ter preaching, there was a sweet contest among us : every 
one thought, I, in particular, owe the greatest debt of 
praise : till we jointly agreed to sing, 

• The Rev. John Valton, a Methodist minister, almost universally 
beloved for his child-like simplicity and heavenly mindedncss, and ex- 
tensive usefulness in the ministry. He died in England a few years ago 
in the same holy spirit that he had lived, blet sing and pr&ising' Cod. 

J. K. 
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* V\\ praise my maker while Tve brealli, 
And when my voice is lost in deatli. 

Praise shall employ my nobler powers : 
My days of praise shall ne'er be past. 
While life, or thought, or being last. 

Or immortality endures/ 

** On the Wednesday following, the Select Society met : 
and it was a precious season. Among other things Mr. 
Fletcher said, * Some of you perhaps may be a little sur- 
prised at the step my dearest friend and I have taken. But 
I assure you it was the result of much prayer and mature 
deliberation. Five and twenty years ago, when I first saw 
my dear wife, I thought, if I ever married, she should be 
the person. But she was too rich for me to think of. So 
I banbhed every thought of the kind. For many years af- 
ter, I had a distaste to a married life, thinking it impossible 
to be as much devoted to God in a married, as in a single 
life. But this objection was removed, by reading, Enoch 
begat sons and daughters. And Enoch walked with Godf 
and was not : for God took him, I then sawy if Enoch at 
the head of a family might walk with God, and be fit for 
translation, our souls, under the gospel dispensation, might 
attain the highest degree of holiness in a similar state, if too 
great an attachment, leading the souiyr^m God, rather than 
to him, did not take place ; instead of that^ which should 
be a mean of increasing its union with Jesus. Yet still, 
many obstacles stood in my way ; but at length they were 
all removed. Every mountain became a plain, and we 
are both well assured, that the step we have taken has the 
full approbation of God.' 

^' But to repeat all the precious sayings of this servant 

of God, would require many volumes : for his mouth was 

always opened with wisdom^ tending to minister grace to 

the hearers. My earnest prayer is, that the spirit of faith 

and love, and heavenly wisdom, may rest upon yoti also, 

and guide you in all your extensive laboiu's, till they, are 

R 
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swallowed up in eternal rest. I remain^ Rev. Sir, your im* 
worthy child and servant, S. C.'* 

An extract from one or two of his letters written to 
some intimate friends, soon after his marriage will mam- 
fest still further, both the state of his mind on this occasioBf 
and the just, scriptural views he had of the new relation 
into which he had entered. Dec. 26, 1781, he writes from 
Cross- Hall, the former residence of Mrs, Fletcher, as ibl* 
lows, to the Hon. Mrs. €• 
" My very dear Friend, 

''The kind part you take in my happiness demands 
my warmest thanks ; and I beg you will accept them mul- 
tiplied by those, which my dear partner presents to you. 
Yes, my dear friend, I am married in my old age, and 
have a new opportunity of considering a great mystery, in 
the most perfect type of our Lord's mystical union with 
his church. I have now a new call to pray for a ful- 
ness of Christ's holy, gentle, meek, loving Spirit, that I 
may love my wife, as he loved his Spouse, the Church* 
But the emblem is greatly deficient : the Lamb is worthy 
of his Spouse, and more than worthy, whereas I must ac- 
knowledge myself unworthy of the yoke-fellow, whom 
Heaven has reserved for me. She is a person after my 
own heart; and I make no doubt we shall increase the 
number of the happy marriages in the Church Militant* 
Indeed they are not so many, but it may be worth a Chris* 
tian's while to add one more to the number. God de- 
clared it was not good, that man, a social being, should 
live alone, and therefore he gave him a help meet for 
him : for the same reason our Lord sent forth his disciples 
two and two. Had I searched the three kingdoms I 
could not have found one brother willing to share gratiSf 
my weal, woe, and labours ; and complaisant enough to 
unite his fortunes to mine ; but God has found me a part- 
ner, a sUter, a xvifcj to use St. Paul's language, who i» 
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not afraid to face with me the colliers and bargemen of my 
parish until death part us* 

^* Buried together in our country village, we shall help 
one another to trim our lamps, and wsut, as I trust you do 
continually, for the coming of the heavenly Bridegroom* 
Well, for us the heavenly child is bom, to us a double 
son is given, and with him the double kingdom of grace 
and glory. O my dear friend, let us press into, and meet 
in both of these kingdoms. Our Surety and Saviour is the 
way and the door into them ; and blessed be free grace, 
the way is free, as the King's highway, and the door open, 
like the arms of Jesus crucified." 

January 1st, 1782, he adds^ *^ I live, blessed be God, to 
devote myself again to his blessed service in this world, or 
in the next, and to wish my dear friends all the blessings 
of a year of Jubilee. Whatever this year bring forth, may it 
bring us the fullest measures of salvation attainable on earth, 
and the most complete preparation for heaven. I have a 
solemn call to gird my loins and keep my lamp burning. 
Strangely restored to health and strength, considering my 
years ; by the good nursing of my dear partner, I ven- 
tured to preach of late as often as I did formerly, and af« 
ter having read prayers and preached twice on Christmas^ 
day, &c. I did, last Sunday, what I had never done^ — I 
continued doing duty from ten tiU past four in the after- 
noon, owing to christeningSf churchings, and the sacra* 
ment which I administered to a church full of people ; 
BO that I was obliged to go from the communion table, to 
begin the evening service, and then to visit some sick. 
This has brought back upon me one of my old, dangerous 
symptoms, so that I had flattered myself in vsun, to do the 
whole duty of my parish. My dear wife is nursing me 
with the tenderest care, gives me up to God with the 
greatest resignation, and helps me to rejoice, that life and 
death, health and sickness, work all for our good, and are 
all our\ as blessed instruments to forward us in our jour* 
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ney- to heaven* We intend to set out for Madeley tcy^ 
morrow. The prospect of a winter's journey is not sweet i 
but the prospect of meeting you and your dear sister, and 
Lady Mary, and sill our other companions in tribulatioa 
in heaven, is delightful. The Lord prepare and fit us for 
that glorious meeting ! Your most obliged and affectionate 
servant, ^ J. F.'* 

The next day they left Cross-Hall, as they proposed, 
and set out on their journey to Madeley ; on which occa- 
sion the friend who gives the above account of their mar^ 
riage, observes : ^^ Jan. 2, 1772, we had a very solemn part- 
ing. But in the midst of all the sorrow which we felt, was 
a sweet assurance that we should meet again, not only in 

this worlds but 

• 

* Wliere death shall aU be done away, 
And bodies part no more.' 

This brings to my mind a sentence which he wrote to us« 
a little before his death. « Time is short. It remains that 
we die daily. Stand fast in Christ, the resurrection and 
the life. That we may have a happy meeting, is the wish 
and prayer of your affectionate friends, 

John and Mart Fletcher.'' 
After their arrival at Madeley, he writes to Lady Mary 
Fitzgerald, as follows >— ^' I thank you, my Lady, for your 
kind congratulations on my marriage. The Lord has in- 
deed blessed me with a partner after my own hearty — dead 
to the world, and wanting, as well as myself, to be filled 
with all the life of God. She joins me in dutiful thanks 
to your Ladyship, for your obliging remembrance of her 
in your kind letter, and will help me to welcome you to the 
little hermitage we spoke of last year in London^ if your 
Ladyship's health or taste, should call you to retire awhile 
from the hurr>' of the town/' And about a year after in 
a letter to Mr. Charles Wesley, his words are : " I thank 
you for your hint about exemplifying the love of Christ 
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and his Church. I hope we do. I was aindd, at first, to 
say much of the matter: for new married people do not, 
at first, know each other ; but having now lived fourteen 
months in my new state, I can tell you, Providence has re- 
served a prize for me, and that my wife is far better to me^ 
than the Church to Christ ; so that if the parallel fail, it 
will be on my side.'' 

*' From this period," to use Mr. Gilpin's words, " Mr. 
Fletcher considered himself as possessed of the last possi^ 
ble addition to his earthly happiness, never mentioning this 
memorable event, but with expressions of extraordinary 
gratitude and devodon to the God of all his mercies. And 
from this time, to the other parts of his character must 
be added that of an attentive and affectionate husband, 
which he maintained with a becoming mixture of dignity 
and sweetness, to the day of his death. By her Christian 
conversation, her devotional habits, and her spiritual ex- 
perience, Mrs. Fletcher was peculiarly suited to a state of 
the most entire and intimate fellowship with this eminent 
servant of God. She was of equal standing with him in 
the school of Christ, and of the same uncommon growth 
in grace ; she had drank of the 9ame spirit, was actuated 
by the same zeal, and prepared in every respect to accom- 
pany him in the Christian race. By her discretion and 
prudence she bore the whole weight of his domestic cares ; 
while, by the natural activity of her mind, and her deep 
acquaintance with divine things, she seconded his minis- 
terial labours with astonishing success. Like Zacharias 
and Elizabeth, these extraordinary persons were both emi- 
nently riffhteous before God^ walking in all the command- 
ments and ordinances of the Lord blameless* In their sepa- 
rate stations they had long been distinguished as lights in 
dark places : but, after uniting their rays, they shone with 
redoubled lustre, putting to silence the ignorance of foolish 
men, and dissipating the prejudices which many had enter- 
udned against the trutl^s of the GospeL 
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^ For the space of almost four years, these Christian 
yoke-felknos continued to enjoy, without interruption^ all 
the inexpressible feUcities of the most complete union ; a 
union which appeared to promote, at once, their own par* 
ticular happiness^ and the interests of the people among 
whom they jointly laboured. 



FROM ms MARRIAGE TILL THE BBOLNWLYG 

OP BIS LAST ILLJ^ESS. 

From the time of his setding at Madeley with Mire. 
Fletcher, he had no return of his consumptive disorder* 
On the contrary, by the blessing of God on her pecuUar 
care and tenderness, not only his health was confirmedf 
but his strength restored as in the days of his youth* In 
the meantime he took care to employ all his returning 
strength in the work of futh and the labour of love. ^^ I 
have yet strength enough,'* sajrs he, to Mr. Charles Wea* 
ley, Dec. 19, 1/82, " to do my parish duty without the 
help of a curate. O that the Lord would help me to do it 
acceptably and profitably I The colliers begun to rise in 
this neighbourhood: happily the cockatrice's egg was 
crushed before the serpent came out. However, I got 
many a hearty curse from the colliers, for the plain words 
I spoke on that occasion. I want to see days of power 
both within and without : but in the meantime I would 
follow closely my light in the narrow path. My wife joins 
me in respectful love to Mrs. Wesley and yourself. 

J. F.'' 

More particalarly Mr. Fletcher was diligent in that 
which he had always found to be one of th& most difficult 
parts of his duty. There were in the parisff of Madeley, 
no less than eighteen public-houses. These were con- 
tinual nurseries for sin, particularly on Sunday evenings. 
It had been, for many years, his unwearied endeavour, 
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to put an end to these abuser Yet, as he very seldom 
had a churchwarden who was heartily willing to second 
him therein^ his endeavours were almost ineffectual, pro- 
ducing ver>* little fruit* But for two years God was now 
pleased to favour him with a churchwarden, who was re- 
solved to act according to hb oath : he then cheerfully re« 
newed his endeavours, visiting several of these houses 
every Sunday, (all of them in their turn.) In every one 
he bore a fsuthful testimony. And in some it was attended 
with much good* O that no one of those, who have been 
at any time within the reach of his voice, may finally in- 
herit that curse. Behold^ ye despisers^ and wonder j and 
perish I 

For many years he had felt, with the deepest sensibility, 
the disconsolate condition of poor, uninstructed children : 
and some yean^ ago he began a School, wherein he taught 
them himself every day. After pursumg this method for 
some dme, he erected a School in Madeley-Wood. But 
afterwards his thoughts were much engaged concerning 
the utility of Sunday Schools ; especially after they were 
recommended to him, by Mrs. Darby,"**" an intelligent and 
pious person whom he always found ready to promote 
every good work. He then earnestly set about promoting 
them in his own parish. Three hundred children were 
soon gathered together, whom he took every opportunity 
of instructing, by regular meetings, for some time before 
the Schools were opened. These meetings he attended 
with the utmost diligence, tiU the very Thursday before 
his illness. In order to encourage the children, his me- 
thod was to give them little hymn-books, pointing them 
to some friend or neighbour, who would teach them the 
hymns, an^nstruct them to sing. The litde creatures 
were greaOytaken with this new employment : insomuch 
that many of them would scarce allow themselves time to 



* This excellent woman is a Meiober and Minister in tbe Society of 
Friends. X K. 
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eat or sleeps for the desire they had of learning fheii* Ics-* 
sons. At every meeting, after inquiring. Who had made 
the greatest proficiency i he distinguished them by some 

sniall rewards. 

Iti instructing of children, one great difficulty is, to draw 
and fix their attention. He had a singular gift for doing 
this, as appears by the following anecdote, and others that 
might be related, if need were : Once, when he visited 
Kingswood-School, having collected all the youths toge- 
ther, and secredy addressed the throne of grace, he called 
for pen, ink, and paper, told the Scholars he came to seek 
for volunteers for Christ, and desired all those who '^ere 
willing to enlist in his service, to enter their names on the 
paper. A peculiar blessing attended the proposal, it led 
several of them to a serious concern for their souls, and toi 
a resolution of giving themselves up, to live and die in 
the Lord's service. At another time, when he had a 
considerable number of children before him in a place in 
his parish, as he was persuading theni to mind what they 
were about, and to remember the text which he was going 
to mention, just then a Robin flew into the house, and 
their eyes were presently turned after him. * Now,' said 
he, * I see you can attend to that Robin. Well, I will 
take that Robin for my text.' He then gave them an use- 
ful lecture on the harmlessness of that litde creature, and 
the tender care of its Creator. 

As to the success of his unwearied labours, although 
he was much discouraged when he first returned from 
abroad, finding so many of those who had once run well, 
grown weary and faint in their minds: yet it was not 
long before he found fresh cause to rejoice, and to know, 
that God was with him of a truth. It was no^ong before 
he observed a general reformation had takenplace in the 
parish. And it was not only an outward reformati6n, 
even of many that had been notorious for all manner of 
wickedness : but an inward also ; many, both young and 
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old, having learned to worship God in spirit and in truth* 
A considerable number of these still mourn their loss of 
him, as sheep bereaved of their shepherd. And yet one^ 
cannot doubt, but a still larger company of his own chil* 
dren have hailed him on the celestial shore. But the sea- 
son is coming when all, secrets shall be laid open; and' 
all the jewels of his crown shall be made manifest in that 
day. ' 

One instance of the effect of his ministry, he mentioned 
some years since at Bristol. <^ One Sunday/' said he, 
*' wheu I had done reading prayers at Madeley, I went 
up into the pulpit, intending to preach a sermon, which I 
had prepared for that purpose. But my mind was so 
confused that I could not recollect either my text or any 
part of my sermon. I was afraid I should be obliged to 
come down, without saying any thing. But having re- 
collected myself a little, I thought I would sav something 
on the first lessoui which was the third chapter of Daniel, 
containing the account of the three worthies cast into the 
fiery furnace : I found, in doing it, such an extraordinary 
assistance from God, and such a singular enlargement of 
heart, that I supposed there must be some peculiar cause 
for it. I therefore desired, if any of the congregation had 
met with any thing particular, they would acquaint me 
with it in the ensuing week. 

" In consequence of this, the Wednesday after, a per- 
son came, and gave me the following account ^ Mrs. K. 
had been for some time muth concerned about her soul. 
She attended the church at all opportunities, and spent 
much time in private prayer. At this her husband (who 
16 a Butcher) was exceedingly enraged, and threatened 
severely whatJ^wpuld do, if she did not leave off going 
to John FletTOTS church : yea, if she dared to go any 
moj^l^'any religious meetings whatever. When the told 
hidi, she could not in conscience refrain from going, at 

least to the parish church, he grew quite outrageous, and 

S 
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swore dreadfully, if she went any more, he would cut her 
throat as soon as she came home. This made her cry 
mightily to God, that he would support her in the trying 
hour. And though she did not feel any great degree of 
comfort, yet having a sure confidence in God, she deter- 
mined to go on in her duty, and leave the event to him* 
Last Sunday, after many strugo^es with the devil and her 
own heart, she came down stairs ready for church. Hear 
husband asked her, whether she was resolved to go thi- 
ther ? She told him she was. * Well then,' said he, ' I 
shall hot, as I intended, cut your throat, but I will heat 
die oven, and throw you into it, the moment you come 
home. Notwithstanding this threatening, which he en- 
forced with nfany bitter oaths, she went to church, praying 
til the way, that God would strengthen her to suffer what- 
ever might befal her. While you were speaking of the 
three Hebrews whom Nebuchadnezzar cast into the binn- 
ing fiery furnace, she found it all belonged to her, and 
God applied every word to her heart. And when the 
sermon was ended, she thought, if she had a thousand 
lives, she could lay them all down for God. She felt her 
whole soul so filled with his love, that she hastened home, 
fully determined to give herself to whatsoever God 
pleased : nothing doubting, but that either he would take 
her to heaven, if he suffered her to be burnt to death, or 
that he would some way deliver her even as he did his 
three servants that trusted in him. But when she opened 
the door, to her astonishment and comfort she found her 
husband's wrath abated, and soon had reason to believe 
that he was under a concern for the salvation of his souL' 
The next Lord's day, contrary to his former ungodly cus- 
tom, he attended divine service at the chimrh, and even 
received the Lord^s supper. These goSa impressions, 
however, it is feared, have not produced any lastins^change 
on his heart and life. But I now know, why my sermon 
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was taken from me, namely that God might thus magnify 
his mercy.'' 

Many were the dangers he went through in the course 
of his ministry ; but the Lord delivered him out of them 
alL One of these Mrs. Fletcher relates in the following 
words: 

** My husband having appointed to preach one Sunday, 
at a church about fourteen miles off, I felt some concern 
for his riding so far, and doing the whole Sunday's duty 
twice : especially as it was necessary for him to return 
home the same night* The evening being exceeding 
dark and wet, I was strongly led to commend him to God 
ui prayer. While I was doing this, it was suggested to 
me, that his horse was fallen, and had th|;own him over 
his head : and the whole scene appeared to be clearly re- 
presented before my eyes. ^ My God,* said I, ^ he is thine. 
His life, his limbs, his health, all are thine ! I commit him 
to thee by faith.' Immediately that word was impressed 
on my heart. The righteous is in the hand of the Lord; 
and there ahcdt no evii touch him* And it filled my soul 
with such a sweetness, that I could feel no fear. The 
night was uncommonly bad, which occasioned many 
friends to continue with me. And while they expressed 
their great uneasiness at his staying two hours longer than 
we could well account for, I was obliged to hide the calm- 
ness I felt by silence, lest some should have supposed it 
insensib'dity. At last he came well, and praising God ; 
but asked for water to wash himself, because his horse had 
fallen, and thrown him with great force over his head. 
Yet, glory be to God, he was no way hurt, '^xcept having 
a little skin grazed from one of his fingers. As he set the 
Lord always before him, so he found his help in every 
time of ne4K" 

in the beginning of the year 1783, his kind friend and 
host Mr. Greenwood was called away. On this mournful 
occasion he writes as follows to Mrs. Thornton. 
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** Yesterday I received your melancholy, joyful letter, 
as I came from the sacrament, where the grace of God 
had armed me to meet the a&vful news* And is my mer- 
ciful host gone to reap the fruit of his mercy to me ? I 
thought I should have been permitted to go first and wel- 
come him into everlasting habitations ; but Providence has 
ordered it otherwise, and I am left behind to say, with 
you and dear Mrs. Greenwood, The Lord gave ^ and has 
taken away^ and blessed be his holy name. 

" The glory with which his setting sun was gilded, is 
the greatest comfort by which Heaven could alleviate his 
loss. Let me die as he did, and let my last end be like 
his ! I was so sensibly affected by your account, that I 
could not help reading part of your letter at church in the 
afternoon, and desiring all the congregation to join mc in 
thanksgjiving, for the late mercies he had vouchsafed to my 
generous benefactor. On such occasions, let sighs be lost 
in praise ; and repining in humble submission and thank** 
ful acquiescence. I hope dear Mrs. Greenwood mixes a 
tear of joy with a tear of sorrow. Who would not be 
landed on the other side the stream of time, if he were 
sure of such a passage ? Who would wish his best friend 
back on the shores of sorrow, so triumphantly left by Mr. 
Greenwood ? 

** So Mr. and Mrs. Perronet are no more ; and Laza- 
rus is still alive ! What scenes does this world afford ? 
But the most amazing is certainly that of Emmanuel cru- 
cified and offering tis pardons and crowns of glory ! May 
we ever gaze at that wonderful object, until it has formed 
us into love, peace, and joy ! We thank you for the sweet 
name you still call us by, and we heartily take the hint, 
and subscribe ourselves, your afTectionate, grateful friends, 
and ready servants in Christ, J. and M. F." 

Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher had been earnestly requested 
by several serious persons at Dublin, to come over and 
^pead a few weeks in that city, for the purpose of promote 
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ing the interests of religion, by their godly exhortations and 
example. As long as civility or piety would suffer it^ they . 
declined the jqumey ; but after being repeatedly urged to 
undertake it, at the united instances of the Methodist So- 
ciety, they judged it improper any longer to withhold their 

r 

consent, lest, in disregarding the solicitations of a willing 
people, they should disobey the summons of God. Accord- 
ingly, in the summer of this year, (1789,) they accepted 
the invitation, and appeared for a season in another king- 
dom, as two burning and shining lights. A gentleman of 
Dublin, who enjoyed much of their company during this 
holy visit, writes as follows : 

" I wish it were in my power to send ypu any anecdotes 
of our dear deceased friend. But, unless I were to send you 
an account of the words and actions of every day, I know 
not where to begin. One particular circumstance, how- 
every I will relate. — Upon his going to leave us, knowing 
the scanty pittance he received from his parish^ we thought 
it but an act of common honesty to refund him the expence 
he had been at in coming, and to bear his charges back 
again. Accordingly, after he had preached^ on the last 
evening of his stay among us, the steward and trustees 
united to press his acceptance of a small purse, not as a 
present, but as a debt, justly due to him. But he firmly 
and absolutely refused it. At length, being very ui^gent 
with him, and importunate to an excess, he took the purse 
in his hand. * Well,' said he, * do you really force it up- 
on me ? Must I accept of it i Is it entirely mine i And 
may I do with it as I please ?' ^ Yes, yes,' we all replied, 
^ God be praised then, God be praised,' said, he, casting 
his brim^full eyes to heaven, ^ behold what a mercy is here ! 
Your Poor's Fund was just out : I heard some of you com«> 
plaining that it was never so low before. Take this purse* 
God has sent it you, raised it among yourselves, and be* 
stowed it upon your Poor. You cannot deny me. It is 



14g THE UFE OP 

sacred to thenu God be praised ! I diank youy I heartily 
^hank you, my dear, kind brethren.' 

^ Thus was his free Gospel a bountiful provision for our 
Poor, while this last generous action served to harrow in 
At precious seed, that his labour of love had been sowing 
among us. Indeed, it was a crowning of his labours, a 
KAling of his message, that will never be forgotten by us, 
Wit is registered in the pages of eternit}', and will follow 
lum among those works, chat he ever gloried to cast at the 
feet of Jesus." 

From Dublin, Aug. ,23, he wrote to Lady Mary Fitz- 
gerald, as follows : 

" Honoured and dear Madam, 
,. ** I see the truth of those words of our Lord, In me ye 
9hall have peace^ comfort, strength, and joy ; Be of good 
cheer. We came here to see the members of our Lord, 
and we find you removed, and removing farther sjtill, than 
you now are. What does this Providence tei^h us ? I 
learn, that I must rejoice in the Lord above all his mem- 
bers, and find them ail in him, who fills all in all ; who is 
the life of all our friends, the joy of all our brethren. If 
our Lord be your life, your strength, and your all, you 
cannot go from your spiritual friends ; they will meet you 
in the common centre of all life and righteousness ; there 
they will bless you, rejoice in your joy, and sympathize in 
your sorrow* 

^^ If Providence call yoM to England by Scodand, by 
which route your Ladyship apprehends so much difficulty, 
you know we must, at least, go to heaven by a way equal- 
ly painfuVr-the narrow way, the way marked with blood, 
and with the tears and cross of the Son of God ; and if we 
follow him weeping, we shall return with everlasting jay 
pn our heads. Even now the foretaste of those joys is 
given to us through hope, for by hope we are saved. Let 
our faith and hope be in God, rooted and grounded in him, 
who gives vital beat to our hearts, and who fans there the 
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spark of gracCf which his mercy has kindled ; and may that, 
spdrk, by the inspiration of the Holy Ghost, become a fire 
of holy love, heavenly zeal, and heavenly glory* Such 
power belongeth to the Almighty. 

** My dear Partner, who, like myself, is deeply sensiUe 
of your Ladyship's kindness in remembering us, joins me 
m thanks for your obliging note, and in cordial wisheSf 
that all the desires of your believing soul may be granted 
you, both for time, death, and eternity. We subscribe 
ourselves with grateful sincerity, honoured Madam, your 
devoted servants in our bleeding Lord. J. and M. F.'* 

While in Dublin, Mr. and Mrs. Fletcher were enter- 
tained chiefly at the hoese of William Smyth, Esq. On 
their return to Madeley, in November, they expressed 
their gratitude for the kindness shewn them in the follow- 
ing words : 

** Dear Sir, 

*' The many great favours you have loaded us withy 
during our long stay under your hospitable roof, prompted 
us to make the earliest acknowledgment of our obliga- 
tions, and to beg you would receive our warmest thanks, 
for such unexpected, and undeserved tokens of your bro- 
therly love. But the desire of filling our only frank, has 
hindered their being more early traced upon paper; 
though they have been, are now, and we trust, shall ever 
be deeply engraven on our hearts. You have united for 
us the Irish hospitality, the English cordiality, and the 
French politeness. And now Sir, what shall we say ? You 
are our generous benefactor, and we are your affection- 
ate, though unprofitable servants. In one sense, we are 
on a level with those, to whom your shew charity in the 
streets : we can do nothing but pray for you, your dear 
partner, and your^s. You kindly received us for Christ's 
sake ; may God receive you freely for his sake also ! You 
have borne with our infirmities :— the Lord ttt^rs with 
your*s also ! You have let your senmil Mfve us ;— > 
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the Lord g^ve all his servants and his angels charge coii<« 
ceming you, that you hurt not your foot against a stone, 
and may be helped out of every- difficulty ! You have 
given us a most pleasing resting place, and comfortable 
apartment under your roof, and next your own chamber :— 
the Lord grant you eternal rest with him in his heavenly 
mansions ! May he himself be your habitation and rest- 
ing place for ever; and place you and your's with his own 
jewels, in the choicest repository of precious things ! You 
have fed us with the richest food : — May the Giver of 
every perfect gift fit you for a place at his table, and may " 
you rank there with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ! You 
have given us wines :«— may you drink, with Christ him- 
,^ self, the fruit of the vine, new in your Father's kingdom ! 

/ /' '^■Tt f^OM have given us a rich provision for the way : — when 
you cross the flood, the deep flood of death, may you find 
.i^..]^t your heavenly Lord has made such a rich provision of 
filith, righteousness, hope, and joy for you, that you may 
rejoice^ triumph, and sing, while you leave your earthly 
friends to go home ! which, by the by, is more than we 
were enabled to do ; for instead of singing in our cabinS| 
there was very diflcrent melody. 

" However, we could soon with grateful, joyful hearts, 

''^ look back from the British to the Irish shore, and greet in 

spirit, the dear friends we have left there. The Lord 
H bless and increase them in spiritual, and, if best for them^ 

in temporal goods also ! The Lord crown them and theirs 
with loving-kindness,- and mercies equal to the love of our 
God, and the mercies of our Saviour ! And now, dear 
Sir, what shall I add ? I cannot now even see my bible 
but through the medium of your love, and the token with 
which it alternately loads my pocket and my hand. I cannot 
even seal a letter, with a go6d wafer, but I find a new call 
to repeat my thanks to you. I would begin again, but my 
scrap of paper is full as well as my heart ; and I mast 
spare a line to tell you, that I had the pleasure of seeing 
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our kind benefactress, Mrs. Smyth, safe at Bristol, with 
her little charge, and Lady Mary. We remain, dear Sir, 
your most affectionate and most obliged pensioners and 
servants, J. and M. F." 

At the same time they addressed an affectionate letter to 
the members of the Methodist Society in Dublin, from 
which I present the reader with the following short ex- 
tract : 

** To all our dear Brethren, members of the Methodist 
Society in Dublin, who after kindly inviting John and Ma- 
ry Fletcher, patiendy bearing with them, and their infir- 
mities, and entertaining them in the most hospitable. Chris- 
tian manner, have added to all their former favours, that 
of thanking them for their most pleasant and profitable 
journey.— 

** Brethren, and dearly beloved in the Lord, 

*' We have felt shame enough under the sense of your 
kindness and patience towards us, and of our unprofitable- 
ness towards you, when at Dublin. You need not have 
added to our shame by the new token of your love, the 
friendly letter we have received from you. We, we are in- 
debted to you, dear brethren ; we owed you the letter of 
thanks you have gratuitously sent. But in all things you 
will have the pre-eminence, and we are glad to drink the 
cup of humilit}'^ at your feet. May the Lord, who can 
part a sea by the touch of a rod, and could at first cause 
the earth to bring forth abundantly all manner of trees 
and plants, without seed, so bless the seed of the word, 
which we sowed in great weakness among you, as to 
make it produce a full crop of humble repentance, cheer- 
ful faith, triumphant hope, and the sanctifying influence 
of God's Spirit in your hearts, in all your families, in 
all your assemblies, and in your whole Society ! If your 
profuse liberality towards us^ abounded to the comfort of 
our poor brethren, we doubly rejoice on your account, 

and on theirs*^* 

T • 



146 tHB UPE OF 

BIS CEASACTER, T^KBJV CHIEFLT FROM TUB 
REV. MR. GILPLVS MCOUJVT. 

Although it be the method of aloiOBt all Writers,* to 
place the Character of the person whose Life they write, 
at the conclusion of their work) there seems to be a particu- 
lar reason for pursuing a different plan with respect to Mr. 
Fletcher. God gave such an uncommon display of hia pow- 
er and goodness, in behalf of his highly favoured servant, 
at his death, that it seems quite proper, the account of that 
last scene, should close the history of him, and that no-, 
thing should follow it. I shall, therefore, here insert the 
best account I can collect of the character of this great and 
good man. But as we have scarce any light from hinuelf, 
there is a peculiar difficulty in the way. " He was on all 
occasions," as Mr. Wesley has justlj observed, " very un- 
commonly reserved in speaking of himself, whether in wri- 
ting or conversation. He hardly ever said any thing con- 
cerning himself, unless it slipped from him unawares. And 
among the gre:it number of papers which he has left, there 
is scarce a page, (except that single account of his conver- 
version to God,) relative cither to his own inward expe- 
rience, or the transactions of his life. So that the most of 
the information we have, is gathered up, either from short 
hints scattered up and down in his letters, from what he 
had occasionally dropped among his friends, or from what 
one and another remembered concerning him." 

From die imperfect account, however, which has alrea- 
dy been given of him, any discerning person may» with 
very littU difficult, extract his character. In general, it 
is easy to perctive, that a more excellent man has not ap- 
peared in (lie chitith for some agss. It is true, in several 
countries, many men have excelled in 
Bat who can point out in. 
It so highly excelled in oil ? One 
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that was enabled in so large a measure to put on the whole 
armour of God ? Yea, so to put on Christy as to perfect 
holiness in the fear of God ? 

It is evident, as Mr. Gilpin relates,* that his life might, 
with the greatest propriety, be termed, ^' a life of faith. 
Through the whole of his christian pilgrimage, he xxmlked 
by faith ^ not by sight. By faith he embraced the truths 
of the Gospel, when they were first proposed to him in 
plainness and simplicitf^ ; not barely admitting^ but relying 
upon them with an intire confidence. By faith he relin- 
quished the world, while it presented him with many flat- 
tering prospects, choosing rather to suffer affliction with 
the people of God f than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a 
season* By faith he endured the displeasure of his friends, 
and patiendy suffered their contradiction, esteeming the re- 
proach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of the 
world, and having respect unto the recompence of reward. 
By faith he engaged himself in the christian warfare^ un-p 
moved either by its difficulties or its dangers : and by faith 
he endured to the end, as seeing him who is invisible. 
Though his faith was always increasing, yet during his 
christian profession, there never was a time in which he 
was regarded as a man weak, or wavering, in the faith of 
the Gospel. On the contrary, he seems to have borne a 
strong resemblance to those two extraordinary characters, 
whose faith, upon their very first application to Christ, nut 
only procured his approbation, but appeared to excite his 
astonishment. 

His faith was frequently put to the severest tests ; but 
after bemg tried to the uttermost, it remained unshaken. 
He regarded the promises of God as the firm supports of 
this grace, nor was he ever seen to shgger at any of those 
promises through unbelief If the promise was great and 
important ; if its fViIl accomplishment was even doubted by 
\m most esteemed fellow-labourers; yet this holy mau 

• Portrait, page 43. 
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continued strong in fait h^ g'i^if^g' g^ory to God: bnngful' 
ly persitadcd^ that what he had promised he was able also 
to perform. By this mighty grace he engaged in the most 
difficult duties, and saw many mountainous obstacles re- 
moved from his path. By this he was enabled to bear the 
heat and burden of the day : and, bf this, notwithstanding 
all the discouragements that could be thrown in his wiq^, 
he went on from conquering to conquer. 

** The nature of his faith was evidenced by the works it 
produced. He stood not as a cumberer of the ground in 
his Master's viiicyard ; but like a tree planted by the waUr 
, side^ he brought forth his fruit in due season. He stood 
as an humble representation of that Tree of Life, 
grows by the River of Paradise ; for in his fruit there 
a wonderful variety, and every successive season was, 
him, a season of spiritual plenty. He not only bore that 
delicate kind of fruit, which requires the sunshine of pros* 
perit}' ; but produced, with equal luxuriance, those hardier 
graces which can only be matured by the rigours of Ad- 
versity. 

" It is the privilege of every christian to be united to 
Christ ; that, as he and the Father are one^ so his disci- 
ples may be one with their adorable Master. This privi- 
lege, in its lowest sense, is inconceivably estimable in the 
church of Christ ; but by this eminent servant of God, it 
was enjoyed in a more than ordinary degree. His union 
with the blessed Jesus, answerable to the greatness of his 
faith, was intimate and constant. He experienced the ful- 
filment of that condescending promise ; If any man hear 
my voice^ and open the door^ I will come in to him, and sup 
xvith him^ and he with me : he obeyed the summons, and 
received the promised visitant ; and from that time his 
heart became the dwelling place of Christ. There he ex- 
perienced the teachings of uncreated wisdom, and held in- 
effable communion with the Author and Fi^itsher of faith, 
imbibing abundantly the Spirit of his Divine Instructor, 
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and sitting tmder his shadow with great cklight* By this 
sacred intercourse, continued from day to day, his union 
with Christ became so entire, that he was at length ena- 
bled to adopt the expressive declaration of the great apos- 
tle,-«i /fve, yet not /, but Christ Hveth in me* 

^^ The strictness of this union was evinced by his whole 
disposition and carriage. The mind that was in Christ, 
was discovered also in him* He denied himself, he took 
up his cross, and trod in the footsteps of his Master. He 
cheerfully submitted to the yoke of Jesus, and was eifec- 
tually taught by his example, to be meeA and lowly in 
heart. He breathed the language of universal benevo- 
lence, and copied the character of his Lord with so great 
exactness, that all men toot knowledge of him^ that he had 
been with Jesus. Fellowship with Christ is, with the 
generality of christians, a state of much uncertainty, and 
subject 'to many changes; but, by this holy man, it was 
well nigh uninterruptedly enjoyed, through all the differ- 
ent stages of the spiritual life. It was his consolation in 
the season of adversity, and his glory in the day of re- 
joicing : it sustained him in the hour of temptation, and 
afforded him peace in the midst of trouble. At home or 
abroad, he still was situng with Christ Jesus in heavenly 
places. In sickness or in health, he daily conferred with 
this Physician of inestimable value. In honour or disho- 
nour, he still was dignified with the favour of this Ever- 
lasting King. In short, the whole circle of his christian 
friends are ready to testify, that neither tribulation^ nor 
distress^ nor persecution^ nor life^ nor deaths were able to 
separate this faithful pastor from the love of Christ : for 
whom he suffered the loss of all things^ and by whose gra- 
cious presence that loss was abundantly overpaid." 

Next to his faith, and the imion and communion which 
he had with Christ thereby, we may notice his patience 
and fortitude under the various trials whereby his faith, 
and other graces were exercised. " TAow, Gody hast 
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tried us Hie as silver is tried, has been the language/' ob- 
serves Mr. Gilpin, '^ of the faithful in every period of the 
church: for whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth^ tmi 
scoiirgeth every son whom he receivethm Of that chastisty 
mentf rvhereof all the children of the kingdom are par* 
takersy Mr* Fletcher was not without a pwiful share. He 
had fellowship with Christ in his sufferings, and could 
bear ample testimony to the fatherly corrections of that 
righteous God, whose fire is in Sion, and his furnace M 
Jerusalem* His trials were of various kinds, frequently 
repeated, many times of long continuance, and, on soiae 
occasions, peculiarly severe. But from whatever quarto: 
his trials arose^ whether he suffered through bodily infir- 
mity and pain, from the infidelity of false brethren^ or 
fihom the despitefulness of open enemies^ he suffered as a 
man unreservedly devoted to the will of God, regarding 
neither ease nor healthy the consolations of social mter- 
course, nor the estimation of the world, but so far as tfae|r 
tended to promote either the welfare of his brethren, or 
the glory of their common Lord. 

^' Three things were especially observable in his coaduct| 
with respect to trials in general. 

^^ First. He was careful never to plunge himself into 
difficulties through inadvertence and precipitation. Con* 
ficious that his path was encompassed with innumerable 
dangers and snares, he proceeded in his course with the 
utmost wariness and circumspection, deliberating on the 
tendency of every expression, and weighing the probable 
consequences of every step. Without swerving to the one 
hand by intemperate zeal, or to the other by worldly com- 
pliance, he steadily persevered in the path of duty, endea- 
vouring to have always a cotiscience void of ofiince^ to* 
ward Gody and toward men. 

" Secondly. Vi herever he saw a trial awaiting him, in 
the order of Providence, how terrific an aspect soever it 
might wear, he went on to meet it without the least indi- 
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Nation of despondency or fear. He esteemed no diiEculty 
too great to be surmounted, no cross too heavy to be en* 
duredy nor any enemy too strong to be opposed, tn «the 
way of God's appointment. Here he considered himself 
as under the immediate protection of the Almighty, and 
knoxving in whom he Mieved^ he committed the keeping' 
pf his soul to him in well-doing, as unto afaithjul CreatoTm 

^ Thirdly. He entered into the conflict under a lively 
impression of the truth of that apostolic declaration: 
Bkssed is the man thai endureth temptation; for when he 
is triedy he shall receive the crorwn of life. This sentiment 
sustained him in the day of trouble, and produced in him 
a degree of fortitude proportioned to the severity of the 
trial. He could smile under the langours of disease, and 
die violence of pain; he could hear, without emotion, the 
reproaches of malice, and receive, without resentment, the 
shafts of ingratitude ; counting it all joy when he fell into 
divers temptations^ and glorifying the Lord in the fiercest 
fires of affliction. 

^^ But while he discovered an astonishing degree of 
firmness under the sharpest trials, he was a perfect stran- 
ger to that stoical sullenness, which steels the heart against 
the attacks of adversity. His fortitude was sustained, not 
by insensibility, but by patience and resignation. Through 
the most afflicting providential dispensations, his attention 
was fixed upon that wondrous example of patient suffer- 
ing, which was exhibited in the High Priest of his profes- 
sion : and if ever his sensibility constrained him to cry 
out. Father^ if it be possible^ let this cup pass from me ; 
his resignation as constandy disposed him to add, never^ 
thelessy not my vHll^ but thine be done. Such was the 
conduct of Mr. Fletcher with respect to trials of every 
kind. He never created them through imprudence ; he 
never avoided them through timidity ; he never endured 
them, but with an uncommon share of fortitude and pa- 
tience : and it may be added, that he never experienced the 
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removed of a trial, without thankfully ascribing his support 
under it, and his deliverance from it, to the gracious inter* 
ference of that invisible Arm, which is mighty to saoe. 

^^ With such dispositions, it b not difficult to conceive 
that) like Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, he held com- 
munion with the Son of God in the hottest furnace of af 
jliction ; so that, like Job, he came forth from the most 
grievous trials as gold purified in ^the fire. The friends he 
has left behind him can joyfully testify, that he had learned 
the happy art of glorying even in tribulations; from a 
consciousness, that trUmlation worketh patience; and pa^ 
Hencey experience ; and experience^ hope. Nay, they are 
further prepared to testify^ that his hope was matured into 
the fullest assurance^ when they recollect how he would 
frequendy come forth from a state of keen distress, re^ 
peating the confidential exclamation of the great apostle: 
Who shall separate us from the love of Christ ? shall tri' 
bulationj or distress^ or persecutionf or famine^ or noted" 
nessy or perils or sword? Nay^ in all these things we are 
more than conquerors^ through him that hath loved us^ 

His devotion to the Lord Jesus was equal to his fiuth 
in him, and his other graces. ^' Though this be strictly 
enjoined by the Church,'' as is justly observed by the au- 
thor last quoted,* ^ it is rarely discernible in the conduct 
of her members. As the majority of christians are sa- 
tisfied with a superficial knowledge of the Redeemer, so 
their devotion to him is purely of a professional nature* 
Their attachment to Christ may dispose them to some few 
external marks of respect toward him, but is insufficient 
to produce in them any single act of genuine obedience, 
or self-deniaL They reverence his name, while they re- 
ject his authority ; and acknowledge him as a Saviour, 
while they refuse to follow him as a guide. In all these 
respects it was totally otherwise with the man, whose 

* Px)rtrait, pag« 65. 
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character is here faintly delineated. His devotion to Christ 
was sincere and unreserved, first, as a private christian, 
and afterwards as a Minister of the gospel. As a private 
christian, he was a strict and constant follower of the 
blessed Jesus, renouncing, for his sake, all the transient 
gratifications of time and sense. Whatever he had for- 
merly admired and pursued, he voluntarily laid at the feet 
of his Lord. Those requisitions of Christ, which are 
generally looked upon as strict in the extreme, he submit- 
ted to without a murmur; cutting off the right hand, pluck- 
ing out the right eye^ and casting away whatever might 
prove offensive to his spodess Master, with all the determi« 
nation of a deep-rooted attachment. He cast aside every 
weight, he resisted every sin, and neglected nothing, that 
might prove either the sincerity of his zeal, or the fervour 
of his love. He dedicated his time, his studies, his ac- 
quisitions, and his substance, to the service of his Lord ; 
and desired to present him, at once, with his whole being, 
as a living sacrifice, expressive of his entire devotion. 

*^ As a minister of the gospel, his devotion to Christ 
was expressed, if possible, in a still more absolute manner. 
He entered more universally into his service, and mani- 
fested a greater degree of zeal for the honour of his Name. 
He imitated his perfections in a more unlimited sense, and 
interested himself more deeply in the extension of his king- 
dom upon earth. His renunciation of the world be- 
came more complete, and his self-denial more strict. He 
acted with greater resolution, and suffered with greater 
firmness, in the cause of Christianity. His devotion to 
Christ was now carried to a higher pitch, than most chris- 
tians are willing to believe attainable in the present life. 
He had no interest to serve, no inclination to gratify, nor 
any connection to maintain, but such a^ was entirely con- 
formable to the nature of his union with the holy Jesus. 
Wherever he came, he breathed the spirit of devotion, and 
wherever he was familiarly known, the puritv, the rcsolu- 

TT 
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tion, and the constancy of that devotion, were imivcrsalljr 
apparent.* He daily felt and acted in conformity to tlie 
powerful obligations^ by which he wub bound to the Cap- 
tain of his salvation. His vows of inviolable affection and 
fidelity, were solemnly renewed^ as occasion offered, bodf 
in public and private : and it was wonderful to observe, 
through all the vicissitudes of his christian warfiire^ hoW 
perfect a harmony was maintained between his inclinotionB 
and his engagements^ his habits and his profession. It- 
would be very easy, to expatiate largely under this head, 
though very difficult to give a descriptionf in any tokrable 
degree, adequate to the subject. Instead of presentilig the 
reader with several pages upon the point now before usy it 

m 

* There was a certain something in Mr. Fletclier'a pendl tod 
inanner, that instantly and indescribably affected the passions in almoit 
every one that saw him. That of fear and dismay in the wicked, tnd 
love and sympathy in the breast of the good ; especially as he e n t e re d 
the Sanctuary of God, his exceeding joy, and while delivering the voni 
of this life to the people, he appeared indeed to perform etery reli- 
gious exercise under the influence of that most Cliridtian temper cs^ 
pressed by St. Paul, thus : 

*' Unto me who am less than the least of all saints is this grace givent 
that I should preach to the Gentiles the imscarchable riches of Christ." 
Oh! what a man of God win Mr. Fletcher; how would hi^ enlarged 
heart have rejoiced had he lived to sec this day, when such mighty ef- 
forts are making with such glorious eflfcct to introduce the Holy 
Scriptures amongst all Nations, and Tongfues, and People. From the 
Palace of the Prince to the Hut of the Hottentot the influence of the 
Bible is felt — ^Hail Bible Societies ! Hail Missionary Societies ! '* Go 
on and prosper,'' until infldelity, the hcU bom monster, is chased back ttf 
his own den. What would Mr. Fletcher have said had he been present 
when his old and much esteemed friend, the Reverend Doctcv Thomai 
Coke, in the 66th year of his age, with all the zeal and fire of 3wath9 
took his departure from England, in November 1813, for the Island of 
Ceylon, to preach that same blessed Gospel in Asia, which he had 
preached already with so much wisdom and g^race in Europe and Ame- 
rica, also to the African race in tlie West Indies. O may the Lord God 
of Elijah go forth with all Christian Ministers and Missionaries, in the 
power of his Spirit, until the whole earth shall be filled with the know- 
ledgpe of his glory m Christ Jesus. Amen and Amen. J. K. 
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diall suffice to say, that this venerable man*s entire devo^ 
tion to Jesus Christ, as a Minister of the gospel, was va- 
riously expressed, ' in much patience, in afflictions, in ne- 
cessities, in distresses, in labours, in watchings, in fastings, 
by purenessy by knowledge, by longsuffering, by kindness, 
by the Holy Ghost, by love unfeigned, by the word of 
truth, by the power of God, by the armour of righteous- 
ness on the right hand and on the left, by honour and dis- 
honour, by evil report and good report." 

Another particular in his character, touched upon by Mr. 
Gilpin,"**" is his perfect disinterestedness. ^' Upon his dis- 
covering," says he, " the^oorf/y^ecrr/ of evangelical truth, 
Mr* Fletcher, like the merchant in the gospel, immedi- 
ately bartered his all for the possession of so invaluable a 
gem. Till then, he had been engaged in pursuits of a 
worldly nature ; but, from that time, he sought after no 
other treasure than the unsearchable riches of grace, nor 
desired any inheritance except that, which is reserved for 
the saints in everlasting light. Through every period of 
his religious life, he appeared as a pilgrim and stranger in 
the world, unallured by its smiles, unmoved by its frowns, 
and uninterested in its changes. His affections were wholly 
fixed upon things above ; and while thousands and ten 
thousands were contending around him, for the advantages 
and honours of the present life, he desired to pass unno- 
ticed through its idle hurry, without being entangled in its 
concerns, or encumbered with its g^fts. It was with him, 
as with a person engaged in a race, which must be attend-^ 
ed with immense g^n, or irreparable loss,--T-he kept his eye 
immovably fixed upon the goal ; and whatever gilded tri« 
fles were thrown in his way, he resolutely trampled on 
them all, uninterruptedly pressing toward the markf for 
the prize of his high calling in Christ Jesus. His mind 
was never distracted with a multiplicity of objects, nor 
did he ever mingle temporal expectations with eternal 

» Portrait, pa^ 252, 
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hopes. Considering one thing only as absolutely neccssarjr 
to his happiness, while he pursued the substance he reject- 
ed the shadow ; and while he contended for an incorrupti- 
ble crown, he had no ambition to appear in the fading gar- 
lands of earthly glory. Possessed of that faith which over^ 
Cometh the worlds he beheld it with the feelings of his 
tempted Master; anxious for its good, but desjMsiag it» 
yoke ; prepared to labour in its service, but resolute to re- 
ject its rewards ; deaf to its promises, blind to its pros- 
pects, and dead to its enjoyments. 

^ He receivedy indeed, a part of his maintenance fitim 
the altar at which he served : but so scanty was the in- 
come produced by his parish, that it scarcely sufficed, in 
'some years, for the liberality of his contributions toward 
the relief of the poor. Yet so perfecdy satisfied was ht 
with his inconsiderable appointments at Madeley, that he 
desired nothing more than to conclude both his labours and 
his Ufe in that favoured village. Had he been disposed to 
improve every favourable opportunity of advancing his 
temporal interests, he might have succeeded beyond many 
who are anxiously plotting and contriving the means of 
their future promotion in the world. But, as a proof of 
his superiority to every allurement of this nature^ he per- 
emptorily refused, once and again, the offer of additional 
preferment. And, as a further testimony of his perfca 
disinterestedness, after having so far destroyed his health^ 
by the excess of his labours, that he was obliged to reure 
for a season from his charge^ he solemnly determined, in 
case of continued weakness, to give up together the profits 
and duties of his ministerial station." 

The reader will recollect the anecdote respecting his 
disinterestedness when in Dublin. But the disposition 
here described^ was not confined to pecuniary matters. It 
was exemplified through his whole conduct, which mani- 
fested, upon all occasions, that he acted under the entire 
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influence of that dbinterested charity which setketh not 
her ovm. 

And as he regarded not his own temporal interest, so 
neither did he seek his own honour. ^^ Among all the can- 
didates for human praise," proceeds Mr. Gilpin,* *^ there 
is none more conspicuous than the man, who exhibits his 
pretensions to applause from the pulpit. Dishonourable 
as it is to the cause of Christianity, the place, from which 
humility and self-denial were formerly recommended to 
the world, is frequently employed by modem divines, as a 
atage^ for the ostentatious display of their superior parts 
and accomplishments. Preferring the praise of men, be- 
fore the honour that cometh from God, multitudes of pas- 
tors are more solicitous to be ranked with profound theo- 
logists, elegant scholars, and masters of elocution, than to 
be numbered among the zealous and unaffected preachers 
of the everlasting Gospel. They court the applause of the 
world, by seeking after such qualifications as will naturally 
recommend them to its favour ; while they secure them- 
selves from its reproaches, by carefully avoiding whatever 
might tend to degrade them in its estimation. In shortf 
they are abundantly more solicitous for the advancement 
of their own reputation, than for the honour of their Mas- 
ter, or the increase of his kingdom. 

^^ Between pastors of this description and Mr. Fletcher, 
the most distant resemblance was not to be discovered. 
The favour of God was his ultimate aim through life ; and, 
for the possession of so invaluable a privilege, he was con* 
tent to forego the riches, the friendship, and even the good 
opinion, of the world. Despising the common pursuits of 
men, he aspired after that true greatness, which never yet 
excited the envy of the mighty, or the emulation of the 
ambitious. Whatsoever things are pure^ whatsoever things 
are lovely y whatsoever things are of good report ^ in such 
things he was daily and diligently occupied ; not that the 

* Portrait, pa^e 15^, 
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report of his virtues might raise his reputation among meoi 
but rather, that he might become an example to the be* 
lievers^ in word^ in conversation^ in charity ^ infaith^ in «;^*<* 
rii^ in purity* Though few men have ever had so just a 
claim as himself to universal approbation, yet no man ever 
appeared so perfecdy deaf to the Syren Voice of admira- 
tion, and praise. He permitted nothing to be related in 
his presence, that apparently tended to his advantage. He 
could bear his actions censured, his opinions condenmed^ 
and his character traduced^ with an astonishing degree of 
silent composure. But if at any time his virtues or abili- 
ties were mentioned, with the least appearance of respecti 
he would instanUy put a stop to the conversation, with an 
air of severity which he seldom assumed upon any other 
occasion. On matters of this nature, he resolutely refused 
to hear the voice of the charmer^ with whatever discredon 
and delicacy the subject might be attempted. He counted 
himself no better than an unprofitable servant; and, as 
fluch, it was an invariable rule with him, in every compa- 
ny, to take the lowest seat ; which he occupied, not as a 
man, who was conscious that his merits entided him to a 
more honourable place, but rather as one, who considered 
himself unworthy the favour of God, or the notice of man, 
^^ As an Ambassador of Jesus Christ, he sought not 
his own honour, but the honour of him that sent him* 
Neither exalted by the grace he had received, nor elated 
with his success in the ministry, he still opened his com- 
mission in every place, in the lowly manner of the great 
Apostle : Unto me who am less^ than the least of all saintSy 
is this grace giveUy that I should preach the unsearchable 
riches of Christ. He counted nothing, either upon his 
attainments or his talents. Instead of endeavouring to 
make a pompous display of his excellencies, he studiously 
concealed them from the notice of the world : and whe- 
ther he was engaged in planting with Paul, or in watering 
with ApoUos, he sought to turn every eye from the per- 
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son of the labourer, to the presence of that God, who 
alone can give the increase. Far from courting the ap- 
plause of a world, in which his Lord had been publicly 
despised and rejected, he was sincerely disposed to drink 
of the cup, and to be baptized with the baptism of his 
Master. 

Instead of toiling for the triumphs of vain glory, he 
inured himself to bear the reproach of the cross ; and in- 
stead of soliciting the smiles of the world, he prepared 
himself to endure contradiction of sinners. Fully per- 
suaded, that it is enough for the disciple that he be as his 
JMaster^ he sought after an entire conformity to the mind 
and character of his Lord. Though formed to preside, he 
voluntarily took upon himself the form of a servant, and 
submitted to the lowest offices of condescension and cha- 
rity* Though capable, as a preacher, of fixing the atten- 
tion and raising the admiration of the multitude, he abso- 
lutely renounced all pretensions to regard, and modestly 
made himself of no reputation. As a proof that he was 
not ambitious, either of the uppermost seats in synagogues, 
or of honourable salutations in places of public resort, he 
laboured for the church in a state of comparative retire- 
ment and obscurit}' : manifestly evidencing to all around 
him, that he came not to be ministered unfOy but to minis^ 
ter. In this unenvied situation of his choice, he spent the 
laborious days of a useful life, as unknoxvn^ yet well 
known ; as sorrowful^ yet ahvays rejoicing ; as poor^ yet 
making many rich ; as having nothings ajul yet possessing 
all things. Thus, by a patient continuance in welMoing^ 
he sought for glory ^honour y and immortality^ unnoticed by 
the ambitious and the vain, but eminently conspicuous 
among those whose praise is not of men but ofGod.^^ 

Nearly related to his disregard of, and deadness to the 

.praise of men, was his humility . ** This,*' continues Mr. 

Gilpin,* " is at once the groundwork and perfection of 

• Portrait, paj;e 12%. 
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Chrisdanity* Where this holy temper increases in the 
aoul^ there every grace is proportionably carried toward 
a state of maturity ; but wherever this is wanting, there, 
sooner or later, every appearance of grace must wither 
and die : God resisteth the proud^ but giveth grace unto the 
humble. Examples of deep humility are uncommon, even 
in the church of Christ : but among the rarest examples of 
this kind, Mr. Fletcher must be allowed a distinguished 
place. From his natural disposition, perhaps no man had 
ever greater opposition to struggle against in his progress 
to humility ; but as few professors of religion were ever 
known to resist their natural propensities with so deter* 
mined a resolution, few ever gained so Complete a victory 
over themselves^ as Mr. Fletcher. Lowliness of mind was 
considered, by the generality of his friends, as the most 
distinguished trait in the character of this great man ; and 
it may be truly asserted, that no person ever conversed 
with him, either at honie or abroad, without being struck 
with the genuine meekness and simplicity of his whole 
carriage. This admirable disposition, which is lovely in 
the lowest of its possessors, was peculiarly striking in him, 
in whom it shone forth amid an uncommon variety of 
accomplishments, and attended with a train of excellent 
graces. 

*' Wherever he appeared, he was seen, according to the 
advice of St. Peter, completely clothed in humility : and 
though there was something singular in this truly chris- 
tian garb, yet its unaffected comeliness was universally 
acknowledged and admired. Many, who think it neces- 
sary to appear before God in a state of humiliation, come 
forth from their closets and walk into the world with an 
air of conscious superiority : as though it were possible, at 
the same time, to walk humbly before God, and haughtily 
in the presence of their fellow-creatures. But the man 
whose character I attempt to describe, was perfectiy con- 
sistent with himself. Such as he appeared before God in 
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his private ztts of devotion, such he appeared before men, 
in every part of social and public life. He aspired not 
after high things, but condescended to men of low estate* 
His family and connections, his attainments in science and 
in grace, with whatever else might be considered as tend-* 
ing to his advantage, he regarded as matters of trivial esti- 
mation; while, in the lowliness of his heart, he adopted 
the language of the great Apostle : God forbid that I should 
glory ^ save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christy by whom 
the world is crucified unto mcj and Junto the world. In 
honour he preferred all men before himself, and never 
appeared so perfectly satisfied with his station, as m Ik'xi 
his humble employments bespoke him the servant of all. 
So unlimited was his condescension in this respect, that 
he esteemed no occupation too low or degrading, bv which 
he might benefit his neighbour, or by which he might tes- 
tify respect either to God or man. 

" I cannot forbear relating here a little circumstance, 
which may perhaps appear trifling to some, but which 
uncommonly affected me at the time it happened* Mr. 
Fletcher was called out to attend the sick. In the mean- 
time a funeral was announced ; and I was happy to em- 
brace an opportunity of affording the least assistance to 
this venerable man, in the course of his extensive labours. 
While I was engaged in reading the Office on that occa- 
sion, Mr. Fletcher, who had heard at a distance the call 
of the bells^ hastily entered the church; and as he passed 
up the aide, observing that a young ftd was officiating in 
the absence of the clerk, he instantly took his place, and 
went through the whole of the service, with a degree of 
humility and composure, that cannot be expressed. He 
afterwards assured me, that while he beheld me kindly 
performing the duty of an absent minister^ he could not 
observe the place of an inferior servant of the church im- 
properly filled up, without attempting to supply it himself, 
with a greater degree of decorum and reverence. 
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<< I shall here insert another anecdote to the same pur- 
pose. While Mr. Fletcher continued tutor to the young 
men at Tem-HalU he usually attended the ministry of the 
Rev. Mr. Cartwright, pastor of a neighbouring church, a 
man, of whose piety and zeal he made frequent and ho* 
nourable mention. It was the custom of this gentleman 
^quendy to catechise, in public, the children of his parish. 
And on one of these occasions he requested that no per- 
son of maturer age, who stood in need of instructiony 
would esteem it a disgrace to appear m the number of the 
catechumens. When no one had condescension enough 
to occupy so mean a station, Mr. Fletcher left his seat^ 
and, with an air of unaffected modesty, took his place 
among the children ; giving a public proof, by the depth 
of his humilit}', that he was in an advanced state of pre- i 
paration for the highest degrees of exaltation." 

It was owing to his humility, that he was ever ready to 
acknowledge and repair his errors, if at any time he was 
betrayed into any thing that could bear that name, which 
certainly was very seldom. " It is true," as Mr. Gilpin 
has remarked,"^ '^ had he ever sat down to a sketch of his 
own life, an undertaking to which he was repeatedly urged 
by a multitude of his friends, it is most probable the world 
would then have been presented with a large detail of those 
defects, which were scarcely apparent to any eye but his 
own. It is not meant to be insinuated here, that Mr* 
Fletcher was entirdv free from those infinnidesf by which, 
in different degrees, the most exalted characters have been 
tinctured. But it may be safely affirmed, that those few 
imperfections were so outnumbered and obscured by his 
uncommon excellencies, that they could not long detain 
the eye, even of malice itself. The only defect in his cha- 
ractery which ever fixed the attention, even of those who. 
may be suspected to have passed by his merits without 

• Portrait, page 16.^. 
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the reganl the^ deserved, was a certain wam^th in his 
temper, which has appeared upon a variety of occasions* 
But with respect to this acknowledged warmth, it must 
be allowed by all, that it was at no time discoverable in 
him, except when he was called f6rth to act^ either as a 
lover of truth, or a reprover of sin. In these two charac* 
ters, indeed^ he constantly appeared with a degree of zeal 
which gave offence to many ; but which was entirely con- 
sistent with his high reputation for meekness and charity. 
He was not ashamed, however, openly to confess and be- 
wail this apparent defect ; and if ever it betrayed him into 
a mistake, he discovered the utmost solicitude, till he cou^ 
make some suitable reparation* I shall content myself 
with presenting the reader with two instances of his con- 
duct in this particular. 

^^ In one period of his life, he considered himself ob- 
liged to wield the controversial pen. As the dispute was 
of importance, so it was of long continuance, and main- 
tained on all sides with a considerable degree of warmth* 
In the course of the controversy, it was objected against 
our author, that he managed the debate with an acrimo* 
nious severity, which was equally ill-adapted, both to the 
nature of his cause, and the characters of his opponents. 
Though this charge might have been retorted upon some 
of his antagonists with tenfold force, yet he frankly ad- 
mitted it on their part, and stood self-abased amidst the 
loudest plaudits of his friends. Before the dispute was 
completely terminated, his declining state of health obliged 
him to quit the kingdom, with very little hope of ever vi- 
siting it again. But he found it impossible to do tbis^ 
without giving an intimation to his opponents, that he de- 
sired nothing so much as an opportunity of embracing 
them before his departure ; that, all doctrinal diiferences 
apart, he might testify his sincere regret, on account of 
having given them the least displeasure, and receive from 
them some condescending assurance of reconciliauon and 
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good-wilL Those of his antagonists, who had generosity 
•ufiicient to accept his invitation, were equally affected and 
refreshed by the solemn interview that succeeded* And 
some of them, who before that time had no personal ac- 
quaintance with him, expressed the highest satisfaction at 
being introduced to the company of one, whose air and 
countenance bespoke him fitted rather for the society of 
angels than the conversation of men. 

*^ A second instance of the manner in which he acknow- 
ledged and repaired his mistakes, is as follows .——While he 
was one day interring a corpse, he was suddenly inter- 
rupted in his duty, by a voice of execration and blasphe- 
my. Instantly, with a look of holy indignation, he turned 
to that part of the multitude, whence the voice appeared to 
proceed ; and singling out, as he supposed, the guilty per- 
«on» he publicly rebuked her in terms as severe as the na- 
ture of the offence demanded. After the service was con- 
cluded, he received information that his rebuke had been 
improperly directed— -When he immediately recalled the 
people, who were then dispersing from the grave; and 
pointing to the person^ whom he had unwittingly injured^ 
he expressed the utmost concern at having confounded the 
innocent with the guilty, and declared, that as his error 
was public, so he desired publicly to solicit the par<lon of 
the offended party. 

*' These may serve as sufficient proofs of the candid and 
condescending manner, in which Mr. Fletcher was accus- 
tomed to acknowledge and repair those unintentional er- 
rors, which neither his wisdom nor piety could wholly 
prevent.'* 

The same spirit of humility, which made Mr. Fletcher 
so readv to acknowledge his own errors, induced him to 
throw the mantle of tender forbearance and forgiving love 
over those of others, especially of such as, he had reason 
to believe, notwithstanding their defects were truly pious, 
^d to discern and esteem the image of their heavenly F^- 
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ther in them. ^^ His fellowship* with these was intimate 
and unreserved. He saluted them as the children of God» 
and honoured thenv as heirs of an eternal inheritance. 
These were the companions of his choice, both in public 
and in private : with these he took sweet and solemn coun- 
sel, and with these he rejoiced to worship in the house of 
God. Whether they were poor or rich, illiterate or 
learned, bond or free, he considered them as fellow-par- 
takers of the same grace^ and received them, without par^ 
ttaiity^ as the redeemed of the Lord. He constantly 
watched over them for good, and eagerly embraced every 
opportunity of rendering them acceptable service. He 
bore their burdens, he distributed to their necessities, he 
covered their defectsy and healed their divisions. 

*^ Esteeming all the children of God* as members one of 
another^ his catholic spirit disdained those unnatural par- 
titions, by which different parties of christians have en* 
deavoured to separate themselves from each other.f Sin- 
cere worshippers, of every denomination, he regarded as 
fellow-citizens with the saints ^ and of the household of God; 

♦ Portrait, page 125. 

f While Mr. Fletcher was preaching one Sunday morning at the 
Methodist Chapel, in Leeds, during the conference of 1784, to a deeply 
lifTected congregation, made up of more than XQO Ministers and i^ 
wards of 4000 people, his subject was the Resurrection of the Just, 
the words were, " The dead shall be raided and we sliall be changed/' 
the Spirit in a manner so awfully glorious tfame down upon him, con- 
straining him to utter such words with such uncommon fervour and 
effect, that the whple audience seemed for the present to be quite loit, 
absorbed and swallowed up in God, find while they were all waiting at 
this " Gate of Heaven," Mr. Fletcher with great feeling turned to his 
own experience and future prospects, and gave vent to his full soul la 
the following emphatic language : 

<< These eyes shall see them fall. 

Mountains, and stars, and skies^ 

These eyes shall see tliem all 

Out of their ashes rise; 

These lips his praises shall rehearse 

Wioee nod restores the uniYerte." 



\ 



/ 

V 



*' 



1^ THE LIFE OP 

desiring no greater honour, than to be counted as their 
brother, and commanded as their servant* 

^ The following are his own expressions : ^ God forbid, 
that I should exclude from my brotherly affectiont and oc- 
casional assistance, any true minister of Christ, because he 
casts the Gospel^net among the Presbyterians, the Inde- 
pendents, the Quakers, or the Baptists! If they will not 
wish me good luck in the name of the Lord, I will do it to 
them* They may excommunicate me, if their preju- 
dices prompt them to it ; they may build up a wall of par- 
tition between themselves and me ; but» in the strength of 
my Godf whose love is as boundless as his immensity, / 
will leap over the wallJ* 

^ Extraordinary as these declarations may appear^ they 
Iffe not to be considered as the professions of an afiected 
ipeneroaity, but as the sincere expressions of a heart over- 
nowing with brotherly love* For, fully persuaded, that 
a house divided against itself cannot standi Mr. Fletcher 
was anxious to maintain a state of uninterrupted peace and 
unanimity in the household of God* As a fellow-cidzen 
with the saints, he considered himself essentially interested 
in the weal or woe of his brethren, and was constantly ob- 
served, either mingling his tears with those who wept, or tri- 
umphing in the joy of such as rejoiced before God* Hence 
he could not behold, as an unconcerned spectator^ the dis- 
tress to which the church was exposed in his day, and the 
dissensions, by which it was torn in pieces ; but rather as 
a true disciple of that gracious Redeemer, who loved the 
churchy and gave himself for it. He was engaged, indeed, 
in those great debates, which disturbed the tranquillity of 
the religious world for so long a season ; and, during those 
sharp contests, he appeared, it is true, in the very front of 
the battle* To all who knew him, however, it was suffi- 
ciently evident, that he entered not into the conflict with 
any design, either to signalize himself, or to establish the 
reputation of a party, but rather to confirm and build up 
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the church in her most holy faith. Zleal for God constrmin* 
ed him, upon this occasion, to take up a cross, which ht 
regarded as almost insupportable ; and when he came forth 
from the retirement he lovedf in the character of a public 
disputant) he came forth with the language of the evange^ 
lical prophet in his mouth : For Zion*s sake will Inot hiti 
my peace^ and for Jerusalem's sake will Inot testy unM 
the righteousness thereof go forth as brightness^ and the 
salvation thereof as a lamp that bumeth. His attacks 
were constantly directed not against the leaders of any par- 
ticular sect, but against the errors of every sect : andt in 
carrying on these attacks, he manifested a degree of im- 
partiality and candour, which few have ever discovered in 
similar circumstance. While he cautiously exposed the 
apparent mistakes of his opponents, he put his own reli- 
gious opinions to a fiery trial ; and whatever was unable to 
stand the severest test, he considered as no better than 
vanit}^ and dross. Like the Apostle PauU he could do no^ 
thing knowingly against the truths but for the truth : and 
cm whatever side this was discoverable, he saluted it with 
all that respect and veneration, which effectually distin- 
gmshed him as a lover of Truth. 

Through the whole contest he treated his opponents 
with much deference and regard, cordially acknowledg- 
ing them as brethem in Christ, and constantly mentioning 
them as persons, whose piety and zeal could scarcely be 
paralleled. He ardendy desired to embrace them, as his 
Companions in the kingdom and patience of their conunon 
Master $ andy as a standing proof of his pacific disposition 
toward them, one of the last pieces he published in the 
controversy was entitled The Reconciliation : a work, in 
which he urged the strongest motives to charity and con- 
cord, endeavouring, by every possible mean, to prevail 
with the professing part of the world, to keep the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace. The following passage se- 
lected from that work, will sufficiently 'evince his utter de- 
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testation of party-spirit and divisions in the ChristioH 
Ciiurcii« ^ Come with me, my Calvinian and Amunian 
^ Brethren, to the Temple of Peace, where the Lord^s ban^ 
*ner over you will be love^ and his mercy will comfort you 

* an every side. If there he^ therefore^ any consolation m 
f Christy if any comfort of love^ if any fellowship of the spi" 
' rtY, if any bowels and mercies ; fulfil ye the joy of all^ 

* who wish Zion^s prosperity : be like mhtded^ havinf^ the 

* same love^ being of one accord^ of one mind^ submittmg 

* yourselves one to another in the fear of God. He is my re- 

* cord how greatly I long after you all in the bowels qfje* 
^ sus Christ; in whom there is neither Greek nor Jew^ band 
^ nor free^ neither Calvanist nor Arminian, but Chriii is 

* All in AIL My heart is enlarged : for a recompenec m 

* the same^ be ye also enlarged^ and grant me my humble^ 

< perhaps my dying request : reject not my plea for peace. 

< If it be not strong, it is earnest ; for (considering my 

* bodily weakness,) I write at the hazard of my life ; ani« 

* mamque in vulnere pono/ 

^^ Such was the catholic spirit discovered by this great 
man, in the warmest of his religious contentions ; such was 
the forbearance and affection, which he constantly exercised 
toward the most zealous of his opposers ; and such was 
his anxious concern, that every inferior name might be lc»t 
in that exalted Name, by which alone the world can be 
saved, saying, in the language of his Master, Whosoever 
shall do the will of my Father that is in heaven, the same 
is my brother^ and sister^ and mother. 

In the meantime, however, he was far from betraying 
what he knew to be the Truth, or from manifesting aaxj 
backwarkness to stand forth in its defence. " Trudi,** says 
our Author,"^ *^ although she has many professed admi- 
rers, yet seldom finds a steady follower^ and still less fre* 
quendy a resolute defender. Without a solid understand* 
ingy an upright heart, and an unconquerable resolution) n« 

* Portrait, pagfe 2C0. 
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man is properly qualified to ipaintain the rights x^f^iruth. 
He that is void of understanding, will never discover the 
worth of truth ; he that is de^itute of an upright heart, 
will feel but little attachment to tHith, notwithstanding all her 
worth, while he, that is of an irresolute temper, will rather 
desert her standard, than suffer iii her cause. Bsriaam wa9^ 
eminently distinguished by a spirit of discemm^t, but was 
destitute of an upright heart : Peter was posj^esfied of an 
upright heart, but betrayed, on a inemorabWoccaslon^ the 
want of an undaunted spirit ; Saul, the pMarifisec, th^g^h 
remarkable for his uprightness ^d reso^tioq^ wjM'.milie- 
rably defective with respect t<^ spiri^ial ,di»l^i[£aQient ; 
while Paul, the apostle, uniting in his character tbprie seve-^ 
ral qualifications, became a zealous and ste>idy defender of 
truth/' It would be difficult to s^,, in which of these 
three qualifications Mr. Fletcher principally^ excelled ; so 
happily proportioned was his sinceritjr to his discernment^ 
and the firmness of his resolutioi^to-the jiprightness of hi^ 
heart! Thus remarkably fumishibd foKJ,he^ervice of truth, 
he engaged himself in her cause, with an extraordinary 
degree of activity and zeal, earnestly desiring to see the 
uttermost parts of the earth illuminated with her beams, 
and the inhabitants of every country submitting to her au- 
thority. Wherever he came, he exalted her honours, and 
bore testimony to her matchless worth, making mention of 
her ways^ as ways of pleasantness^ and recommending her 
pqfhs^ as paths of peace. 

<' Whenever he saw spiritual truth triumphant, he re- 
joiced at the sight, as one that findeth great spoil; when 
he beheld her despised and rejected, he cheerfully shared 
her disgrace, and suffered in her cause. If her excellen- 
cies were at any time obscured by the misconceptions of 
the ignorant, he endeavoured to dissipate that obscurity, and 
exhibit her to the world in all her native lustre. If he saw 
her assaulted, he voluntarily exposed himself to danger in 

her defence : and whether the attack was made by mista- 
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ken friends, or inveterate enemies, he opposed it, as a man 
wholly proof against the undue influence of prejudice or 
interest, resentment or respect. In all his struggles for 
truth, he contended with confidence, but without obstina- 
cy ; with zeal, but not with bitterness ; in meekness instruct' 
ing those that opposed themselveSf if Godf peradventure^ 
might give them repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth. If the error he discovered was merely of a circum- 
stantial nature, he pursued it with less severity ; but if it 
was a fundamental error, he opposed it with a holy vehe- 
mence, giving it no quarter, till it was allowed by the can- 
did and impartial, to be absolutely untenable : in the mean- 
time, making it abundantly manifest^ by his modest and 
courteous deportment) that he contended, not for the ac- 
quisition of victory, but for the exaltation of truth. 

^^ His ardent attachment to Divine Truth would not 
permit him to hear, in silence, the least insinuation, that 
might be thrown out to the disadvantage of Christianity. 
And in some companies, he thought it necessary to call 
upon the avowed despisers of Revelation, either to esta- 
blish or retract the charges they had exhibited against the 
religion of Jesus. In England he very rarely mixed with 
persons of an irreligious conversation ; but in his passage 
through other countries, he was frequently obliged to as- 
sociate with men of a character altogether opposite to his 
own. In Italy, France^ and Holland, he has taken his 
seat, with a steady composure, among Deists, Socinians, 
and Freethinkers ; and after vainly endeavouring, in the 
politest manner, to introduce a conversation respecting Di- 
vine truth, has been often constrained to signify his desire of 
exchanging an argument with any gentleman in company, 
on the subject of Natural Religion. As these oifers were 
always made in the most graceful terms, they were fre- 
quendy accepted in a becoming manner, when a conver- 
sation has usually taken place, sufficiently interesting to ex- 
cite the curiosity and engage the attention of every person 
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present. Upon every occasion of this nature, he appeared 
perfectly dispassionate and recollected^ discovering an ac- 
curate acquaintance with every part of his subject, and 
never failing to foil his strongest antagonists upon their 
own ground. And in the close of every such debate, he 
was careful to recapitulate the principal arguments which 
had been advanced by either party, in the course of the 
contest; ascribing the victory he had obtained to the irre- 
sistible power of Truth, and enumerating the special ad- 
vantages of Revealed, over Natural Religion." 

We have noticed Mr. Fletcher's affection for the chil- 
dren of God : we must now observe, that while he loved 
them with a pure heart fcrvendy* in proportion as he con- 
ceived they severally exliibited the excellencies and per- 
fections of their Creator; he looked upon every individual 
of the human race, with emotions of benevolence and cha- 
rity. For in all he discovered some traces of the image 
of the Deity, although defaced and obscured, which me- 
rited attention even in ruins. His love was free and un- 
confinedy uninterrupted by prejudice, and unmixed by sus- 
picion.^ He had a place in his large and generous heart 
for persons of every description. He considered himself 
as related to the inhabitants of every nation, and connected 
with the members of every church ; appearing, in every 
sense, as a citizen of the worlds honouring the whole hu« 
man race as the offspring of God, and encircling them all 
with the arms of brotherly affection, however distinguish- 
ed from one another by situation or endowments, opinions 
or habits. He never left his beloved retirement, which 
was rendered sacred by converse with the highest object 
of his affections, unless he was called abroad upon errands 
of kindness and mercy. And whenever he came forth in-* 
to the worldf he looked upon all around him, with an air 
of benignity, and a glow of affection, which strongly mark- 

* Portrait, page 121. 
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ed him as a follower of that God, who is loving unto every 
man, and whose mercy is over all his works* 

^^ Instead of inquiring with the lawyer in the Gospel, 
Who is my neighbour P he acted like the goo4 Samaritan, 
treating even the stranger and the outcast, as he journeyed 
through life, with the kindness of a neighbour, the sympa- 
thy of a friend, and the tenderness of a brother. While 
self-love may be likened to a stagnant lake, the charity of 
this self-renouncing pastor may be fitly compared to a co- 
pious river, which, after enriching a multitude of towns, 
villages, and hamlets, and after fertilizing a thousand fields, 
loses itself in the bosom of the ocean, from whence it 
sprung. And here it may be properly observed, that tbu 
noble current was sufficiently deep to sustsun any burden, 
and sufficiently rapid to force itself a passage through 
every obstruction. 

*^ His love was without dissimulation^ not in word^ nei^ 
thei in tongue, bat in deed, and in truth. It was larger 
than his largest professions, and appeared on different oc« 
casions, in a vast variety of forms; in condescension, in com- 
passion, in hospitality, inforbearance, in kindness, and in 
liberality. By these benevolent dispositions, together with 
those affectionate labours, in which he was constantly em- 
ployed, he gave the most convincing proofs, that he was 
rooted and grounded in that universal love, which is thefuU 
filling of the whole knvJ^ 

The source of all these graces, which shone so conspi- 
cuous in him, was his Piety. " But this* was of too ex- 
alted a nature to admit of any adequate description. They 
who saw him only at a distance, revered him as a man of 
God ; while they who enjoyed a nearer acquaintance with 
him, were held in a state of constant admiration at his at- 
tainments in the divine life. He appeared to enjoy an un- 
interrupted fellowship with the Father, and with his Son 

• PoptPiut, page 35. 
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Jesus Christ. Every day was with him a day of solemn 
self-dedication, and every hour an hour of praise or prayer. 
Naturally formed for pre-eminence, no common degrees 
of grace were sufficient to satisfy his unbounded desires* 
He towered above the generality of Christians, earnestly 
desiring' the best gijls^ and anxious to walk in the most 
excellent way. While others are content to taste the liv- 
ing stream, he traced that stream to its source, and lived 
at the fountain-head of blessedness. He was familiar with 
invisible objects and constantly walked as in the presence 
of God. To those who were much conversant with him, 
he appeared as an inhabitant of a better world ; so per- 
fectly dead was he to the enjoyments of the present life, and 
so wholly detached from its anxious cares ! W herever he 
was called by the providence of God, he was acknowledged 
as a fuming and shining light. The common lights of 
christians were eclipsed before him ; and even his spiritual 
friends could never stand in his presence, without being 
overwhelmed with a consciousness of their own inferiority 
and unprofitableness. While they have seen him rising, 
as it were, upon the wings ;of an eagle, they have been con- 
founded at their inability to pursue his flight ; and while 
he has given way to the emotions of his fervent love, they 
have blushed at their own ingratitude and lukewarmness. 
The candle of the Lord eminently shone upon his head^ and 
the secret of God was upon his tabernacle* When he went 
out through the city^ or took his seat in the company of 
the righteous, he was saluted with unusual reverence, and 
received as an angel of God. The young men saw him and 
hid them^elvesy and the aged arose and stood up. Even 
those who were honoured as princes among the people of 
God, refrained talking^ and laid their hand upon their 
mouth. When the ear heard him, then it blessed him ; and 
tuhert the eye saw him^ it gave witness to him* 

" His character was free from those inconsistencies, 
ivhich are too generally observable among the professors 
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of Christianity. Whether he sat in the house, or whether 
he walked by the way ; in his hours of retirement, and in 
his public labours, he was constantly actuated by the same 
spirit. When he spoke, his conversation was in heaven : 
and the hearts of his intimate friends still bum within 
them, on every recollection of the gracious words that pro- 
ceeded out of his mouth. When he was silent,— 4ii8 very 
air and countenance bespoke an angelic mind absorbed in 
the contemplation of God. When he was engaged in 
the ordinary actions of life, he performed them with such 
a becoming seriousness, that they assumed a striking and 
important appearance. In all the changing circumstances 
of life, he looked and acted like a man, whose treasure was 
laid up in heaven. There his affections were immovably 
fixed, and thitherward he was continually tending with all 
the powers of his soul : he spoke of it as the subject of his 
constant meditation, and looked to it as travellers to their 
appointed home. At times, when the pious breathings d 
his soul were too forcible to be repressed, he would break 
forth into expressions of adoration among his spiritual as- 
sociates, and cry out, while tears of joy were bursting from 
his eyes, — My God! My Saviour! Thou art mine! a 
wretch unworthy of thy notice! Tet thou hast visited me 
with thy mercy ^ arid honoured me with thy favour ! 1 adore 
thine unfathomable love ! 2>, ivho have tasted ofhisgrace^ 
assist me to magnify his name. He was an instrument al- 
ways in tuue : and none can tell, but those who have heard, 
how sweetly it would answer to the touch of him that 
strung it. He was an instrument of uncommon compass, 
and wondrously adapted to every occasion. Every breath 
that swept over the cords of this living lyre, drew from it 
some according sound: if from man, it produced strains of 
affection and sympathj' ; if from God, it called forth higher 
sounds of gratitude and devotion. His piety suffered no 
event to pass by unimproved. Every object led him into 
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the presence of God, and every occurrence gave rise to a 
train of serious reflections." 

One thing more, particularly noticed by the Reverend 
Author of these excellent traits of our pious Friend's cha- 
racter, is the perseverance of his piety, zeaU and diligence 
to the end of his life. ^< It is no unusual thing," he ob- 
serves,* " to behold the professors of Christianity divested, 
at a maturer age, of that burning love, and that irresistible 
zeal, by which they were peculiarly distinguished in early 
life. Of the many thousands, who have in every age, be- 
gun the sacred race with an apparent determination to ob- 
tain the prize, the greater part, either wearied with the 
inconveniencies of the way^ or deluded by the suggestions 
of the world, if they have not altogether forsaken the path 
of life, have proceeded in it with so much irresolution and 
weakness^ that, at the conclusion of their course, it has re- 
mained a matter of much uncertainty, whether they have 
reached, or fallen short of the mark of their high calling. 
With Mr. Fletcher it was wholly the reverse. The re- 
solution that at first engaged him to enter upon the chris- 
tian course, appeared, not only without any diminution, 
but with increasing vigour, through the several stages of 
his rapid progress. He outran the most zealous of his 
companions, he overtook many who were steadily perse- 
vering in the path of life^ and appeared at the head of 
those who were pressing after the highest attainable state 
of sanctity and grace. From the commencement, to the 
conclusion of his pilgrimage, there was never once per- 
ceived in him the least imaginable tendency to a loitering 
or lukewarm disposition : if he was not everj' moment ac- 
tually upon the stretch after spiritual improvement, he was 
observed, at least, with his loins girded^ his shoes on his 
feet^ and his staff in his hand. The fervour of his spirit 
was a silent, but sharp reproof to the negligent and un- 
faithful ; and so perfectly averse was he to every species ol* 

• Portrait, pao^ .327. 
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trifling, that no man of a light or indolent spirit could pos- 
sibly associate with him for any length of time. 

^^ As he approached the end of his course, the graces he 
had kept in continual exercise for so long a season, became 
more illustrious and powerful : his faith was more assured, 
his hope more lively, his charity more abundant, his hu- 
mility more profound, and his resignation more complete. 
Planted^ at an early age, in the house of the Lordy heflou^ 
rished in the courts of our God through all the remaining 
years of his life, growing up like apaim'tree^ and spread' 
ing abroad like a cedar in Lebanon: and if the yh/if that he 
brought forth in his age was not more plenteous, than that 
which he had produced in former years, (which was sure- 
ly impossible,) yet it was more happily matured, and more 
equally distributed among his luxuriant branches. To 
those who were intimately conversant widi him at this sear 
son, he appeared as a scholar of the highest attainments in 
the school of Christ; or rather, as a regenerate spirit in his 
latest state of preparation for the kingdom of God : and this 
extraordinary eminence in grace was discoverable in him, 
not from any high, external professions of sanctity, biit 
from that meekness ofwisdom^ xh^l purity of conversation^ 
and that loxvliness of mindy by which his whole carriage 
was uniformly distinguished. 

" For some years before his decease, he expressed a con- 
tinual desire, that his labours and his life might be termi- 
nated together : and with respect to his resigned prayer in 
this matter, the assertion of the Psalmist was strikingl]^ 
verified, — The Lord xvill fulfil the desire of them that fear 
him. His zeal for the glory of God appeared with undi- 
minished fervour, and his diligence in filling up the duties 
of his vocation, continued with unabating vigour, till with- 
in a few days of his removal into Abraham's bosom. In- 
stead of outliving his zeal and diligence in the best of 
causes, it may truly be said, that he fell an honourable 
martyr to his indefatigable exertions in the service of the 
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Church ; since it was from the beds of the diseased and 
the dyings that he brought away with him the infectious 
distemper, which put so unexpected a period to his la- 
bours* But even after the symptoms of this distemper had 
appeared sufficiently alarming to awaken the apprehensions 
of his friends, they were unable either to damp his zeal, or 
to control his activity : his declining sun was to scty not in 
obicuritv and confusion, but with that mild and stead v 
lustre, which might betoken something of its future glor}%'* 

UIS CltJIRACTERy BY MRS. FLETCHER, AXD 

OTHERS. 

Having in the preceding chapter, presented the reader 
with the character of Mr. Fletcher, drawn by the mas- 
terly pen of the Rev. Mr. Gilpin, a near neighbour, and 
intimate friend, who knew him well, I shall now offer to 
his consideration one equally just and striking, drawn by a 
person still more intimate with him, and more thoroughly 
acquainted with his manner of lifcf and the most secret 
springs of his whole deportment. " From Mrs. Fletcher/' 
as Mr. Wesley has observed, " he concealed nothing. 
They had no secrets, with regard to each other^ but had 
indeed one house, one purse, and one heart. Before her 
it (vas his invariable rule, to think aloud: always to open 
the window in his breast. And to this we are indebted 
for the knowledge of many particulars, which must other- 
wise have been buried in oblivion." 

The following are mostly her own words, for where they 
are clear and expressive, as they generally are, it is not 
judged rigiit to alter them for altering^s sake. 

" Whatever he might be with regard to Charittfy^ says 
she, ^^ he was no less eminent for the spirit o( Faith. In- 
deed he was not so much influenced by impressionSf (which 

many mistake for faith,) as abundance of people have been ; 

Y 
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but by a steady firm reliance upon the love, and truth, and 
faithfulness of God. His ardent desire was, so to believe, 
as to become a partaker of all the great and precious pro* 
mises: to be a witness of all that mind which was in 
Christ Jesus. And being conscious that he must be cmci- 
iied with his Master, or never reign with him, he gave him- 
self up to Him, to lie in his hand as the passive clay. He 
would often say, ' It is my business in all events, to hang 
upon the Lord, with a sure trust and confidencef that he 
will order all things for the best, as to time and manner* 
Indeed it would be easy to be a believer, nay, in Uruth» th^re 
would be no room for faith, if every thing were seen here. 
But against hope to believe in hope ; to have a full confi- 
dence in that unseen Power, which so mightily supports us 
in all our dangers and difficulUes, this is the believing which 
is acceptable to God.' Sometimes when I have expressed 
some apprehension of an approaching trial, he woijjd Uk* 
swer, *• 1 do not doubt but the Lord orders all wisely ; 
therefore I leave every thing to Him.' In outward dan- 
gers, if they were ever so greatf he seemed to know no 
shadow of fear. When I was speaking once, concerning 
a danger^ to which we were then particularly exposed, he 
answered, ^ I know God always gives his angels charge 
concerning us ; therefore we are equally safe every where.' 
^' Not less eminent than his faith was his Humility. 
Amidst all his labours for God, and for the good of souls, 
he ever preserved that special grace, the making no ac- 
count of his own labours. He held himself and his own 
abilities, in very low esteem : and seemed to have that 
word continually before his eyes, ' I am an unprofitable 
servant.* And this humility was so rooted in him, as to 
be moved by no affront. I have known many, even of the 
most provoking kind offered him ; but he received them 
as his proper fiortion: being so far from desiring the ho- 
nour which comcth of men, that he took pleasure in be- 
ing little iind unknown." " Perhaps it might appear," ob- 
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serves Mf. WeslejTf ^^ from some passages of his life, that 
in this he even leaned to an extreme. For (;;enuine humi- 
lity does not require, that any man should desire to be de- 
spised. Nayy we are to avoid it, soi far as we possibly can, 
consistently with a good conscience ; for that direction, 
Let no man despise thee^ concerns every man as well as 
Timothy," 

" It is rare," proceeds Mrs- Fletcher, " to meet with 
an eminent person who can bear an equal. But it was his 
choice and his delight, to prefer every one to himself. 
And this he did in so free and easy a manner, that in him it 
appeared perfectly natural. He never willingly suffered 
any unkindness shewn to him to be mentioned again : and 
if it were, he generally answered, ' O let it drop ; we will 
offer it in silence to the Lord.' And indeed the best way 
of bearing crosses, is to present them all in silence to God. 

" From this root of humility sprung such patience^ as I 
wish I could either describe or imitate. It produced in 
him, a^mind most ready to embrace every cross with alac- 
rity and pleasure. For the good of his neighbour, no- 
thing seemed hard, nothing wearisome. Sometimes I 
have been grieved to call him out of his study two or three 
times in an hour: especially when he was engaged in com- 
posing some of his most important works. But he would 
answer, with his usual sweetness, ♦ O my dear, never 
mind that. It matters not, if we are but reacl\' to meet 
the will of God. It is conformity to the will of Gr)d that 
alone makes an employment excellent.' He never thought 
any thing too mean, but sin ; he looked on nothing else as 
beneath his character. If he overtook a poor man or wo- 
man on the roady with a burden too heavy for them, he did 
not fail to offer his assistance to bear part of it. And he 
would not easily take a denial. This proof indeed of con« 
descension and kindness he has frequently given. 

" In bearing pain he was most exemplary, and continued 
to be more and more so to the List. Nor was his descend^ 
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ing to the capacities of the ignorant, the least remarkable, 
or least humbling part of his ministry. And he had a 
most resolute courage in the reproving of sin. To daring 
sinnerSf it is well known he was a Son of Thunder ; and 
no worldly considerations were regarded, whenever he be* 
lieved God had given him a message to deliver to any of 
them. 

*^ One considerable part of humility is, to know our own 
places, and stand therein. Every member ha^ its peculiar 
appointment in the human body, where the wise Creator 
has placed it. And it is well that each should continue in 
its place. For every dislocated bone gives pain, and 
causes disorder, and must continue so to do, till it be re- 
placed in its proper socket* Just so, every dislocated af- 
fection or disposition must occasion disorder, and fpvp 
pain to the soul, till it be restored to its own place ; till it 
be entirely fixed on, or resigned to God ; till a person f^^ve 
his whole self to the disposal of Infinite Wisdom. This is 
the proper place of every rational creature : and in this 
pbre he invariably stood. Whatever he believed to be 
the will of God, he resolutely performed, though it were 
to pluck out a right eye, or to lay his Isaac on the altar. 
When it appeared that God called him to any journey, he 
immediately prepared for it, without the least hesitation : 
although for the last three or four years of his life, he 
hardly ever travelled to any considerable distance, without 
feeling some tendency to a relapse into his former disor-J 
der. And it was generally some weeks after his return, 
before he recovered his usual strength." 

11 is disengagedness from the world, and love of the 
poor, Mrs. Fletcher joins together. " Never," says she, 
did I behold any one more dead to the things of the world. 
His treasure was above : and so was his heart also. He 
always remembered that admonition of the Apostle, No 
man that warreth entangletli himself with the things 
of this life. It was his constant endeavour to preserve 
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a mind free and disencumbered : and he was exceeding 
wary of undertaking any business that might distract and 
hurry it. Nevertheless, in his worldly concemsf knowing 
himself to be a steward for God, he would not» through 
carelessness, waste one penny. He likewise judged it to 
be his bounden duty to demand what he knew to be his 
right. And yet he could well reconcile this with that word, 
He that will have thy coat^ let him have thy cloak also. But 
whether he had less or more, it was the same thing upon 
his own account : as he had no other use for it, after fru- 
gally supplying his own wants, and the wants of those de- 
pendant on him, but to spread the gospel, and assist the 
poor.* And he frequently said he was never happier than 
when he had given away the last penny he had in his house. 
If at any time I had gold in my drawers^ it seemed to af- 
ford him no comfort. But if he could find a handful of 
small silver, when he was going out to seek the sick, he 
would express as much pleasure over it, as a miser would 
in discovering a bag of hid treasure. He was never bet- 
ter pleased with my employment, than when he had set 
me to prepare food or physic for the poor. He was hardly 
able to relish his dinner, if some sick neighbour had not a 
part of it ; and sometimes, when any one of them was in 
want, I could not keep the linen in his drawers. On Sun- 
days he provided for numbers of people, who came from a 
distance to hear the word : and his house, as well as his 
heart, was devoted to their convenience. To relieve them 
that were afflicted in body or mind, was the delight of his 
heart. Once a poor man» who feared God, being brought 

* The Income of his liyingf was not on an average quite 500 dollara 
« year. The smallness of this sum will appear less surprizing when 
the Reader is informed, that the principal land-holders in Mr.Tletcher's 
parish, were members of the Quaker Society, who it is well known pay 
no Church rates in England but by constraint, therefore, to avoid con- 
tention with a people with whom he lived in peace and love, Mr. 
Fletcher cheerfully relinquished his legal privilegt. J. K. 
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into great difficulties, he took down all the pewter bom 
the kitchen shelves, saying, ^ This will help you : and I can 
do without it : a wooden trencher will serve me just as 
welL^' In epidemic and contagious distempers^ when die 
neighbours were afraid to nurse the sick, he has gcmefiom 
house to house, seeking some that were willing to under- 
take that office. And when none could be found, he has 
offered his service to sit up with them himself. But this 
was at his first coming to Madeley. At present there is 
in many, (and has been for many years,) a most ready 
mind, to visit and relieve the distressed* 

*^ He thoroughly complied with that advice^-— 

' Glrc to all something ; to a good, poor man. 
Till thou change liands, and be where he began.' 

I have heard him say, that when he lived alone in hu 
house, the tears have come into his eyes, when five or six 
insignificant letters have been brought him, at three or four 
pence a-piete ; and perhaps he had only a single shilling 
in the house, to distribute among the poor to whom he was 
going. He frequently said to me, * O Polly, can wc not 
do without beer ? Let us drink water, and eat less meat* 
Let our necessities give way to the extremities of the 
poor.' 

" But with all his generosity and charity, he was strictly 
careful to follow the advice of the apostle, Orve tio man any 
thing-. He contracted no debt. While he gave all he 
had, he made it a rule to pay ready money for every 
thing ; believing this was the best way to keep the mind 
unincumbered and free from care. Meanwhile his sub- 
stance, his time, his strength, his life, were devoted to the 
service of the poor. And last of all he gave me to them. 
For when we were married, he asked me solemnly, * Whe- 
ther I was willing to marry his parish ?' And the first 
time he led me among his people in this place, he said, I 
have not married this wife onl)' for myself, but for youm I 
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asked her of the Lord for your comfort, as well as my 
own* 

" AU his life, as well as during his illness, particularly 
at Newington and Brislington, (as has been largely related,) 
he was grateful,, in a very high degree, to those who con- 
ferred the least benefit upon him, yea^ or even endeavoured 
so to do." 

It will be pleasing and edifying to the reader to see how 
he was wont to express his gratitude on these occasions. 
To one he says, ^^ Your absence made me postpone thank- 
ing you for all the kindness you showed me when at Bris- 
tol ; and to lay me under still greater obligations, you have 
sent me a hamper of wine, and broad cloth ; as if it were 
not enough to adorn and cover the outside, but you must 
also warm and nourish the inside of the body. 

" I have now the opportunity of telling you, without 
further delay, that you should have a little mercy on your 
friends, in not loading them with such burdens of benefi- 
cence. How would you like to be loaded with kindnesses 
you could not return ? Were it not for a little of that grace, 
which makes us not only willing, but happy to be nothingf 
to be obliged and dependant, your present would make me 
quite miserable. But the mountains of divine mercy, 
which press down my soul, have inured me to bear the hills 
of brotheriy kindness. 

^< I submit to be clothed and nourished by you^ as your 
servants are, without having the happiness of serving you. 
To yield to this is as hard to friendship, as to submit to be 
saved by free grace, without one scrap of our own right- 
eousness. However, we are allowed, both in religion and 
friendship, to ease ourselves by thanks and prayers, till we 
have an opportunity of doing it by actions. I thank you 
then, my dear friend, and pray to God that you may re- 
ceive his benefits as I do yours. Your broad-cloth can 
lap me round two or three times ; but the mantle of divine 
love, the precious fine robe of Jesus's righteousness, can 
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cover your soul a thousand times. The cloth, fine and 
good as it is, will not keep out a hard shower ; but that 
garment of salvation will keep out even a shower of brim- 
stone and fire. Your cloth will wear out, but that fine li- 
nen, the righteousness of the saints, will appear with a 
finer lustre the more it is worn. The moth may fret jrour 
present, or the tailor may spoil it in cutting; but the pre- 
sent which Jesus has made you, is out of the reach of the 
spoiler, and ready for present wear ; nor is there any fear 
of cutting it out wrong ; for it is seemless, woven from 
the top throughout, with the white imbroken warp of thir- 
ty three years perfect obedience, and the red weft of his 
agony and suiFerings unto death. 

** Now, my dear friend, let me beseech you to accept 
of this heavenly presentf as I accept of your earthly one. 
I did not send you one farthing to purchase it ; it came un- 
sought* unasked, unexpected, as the Seed of the Woman ; 
and it came just as I was sending a tailor to buy me some 
cloth for a new coat; immediately I stopped him, and I hope 
when you next see me, it will be in your present. Now 
let Jesus see you in his. Walk in white, adorn his gos- 
pel, while he beautifies you with the garment of salvation. 
Accept it freely : wear no more the old rusty coat of na- 
ture and self-righteousness, — send no more to have it 
patched)* make your boast of an anbought suit, and love 
to wear the livery of Jesus. You will then love to do his 
work ; it will be your meat and drink to do it ; and that you 
may be vigorous in doing itt as I shall take a litde of your 
wine for my stomach^s sake, take you a good deal of the 
wine of the kingdom for your souPs sake. Every promise 
of the gospel is a bottle, a cask, that has a spring within, 
and can never be drawn out. But draw the cork of un- 
belief, and drink abundantly, O beloved, nor be afraid of 

• Mr. Fletcher's generous friend had kindly requested him not to 
send his coat to be patched; hence this ingenious and affectionate 
reply. 
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intoxication; and if an inflammation foUpw, it will only be 
that of divine lOftfe. 

** I. beg you \iiU be more free with the heavenly wine^ 
tlian I have been with the earthly, which you sent me. I 
have not tasted it yet^ but whose iauk is itf Not your's 
certainly, but mine. If jrou do not drink daily spiritual 
health and vigoOr put of the cop of salvation, whose fault is 
it i Not Jesus's, but your's; for he gives you his righteous- 
ness to c^per y«iar nakedneasf and the consolations of 
his Spirit to cheer and ini{j|gorate your soul. Accept and 
use. Wear, drink, and live to God. That you may hear- 
tily and constantly do this, is my sincere prayer for you 
and your's." 

To the^'same, he writes at another time* <^ I thank you, 
my dear friend, for all your favours, and all your attention 
to me* Your more than fraternal love covers me with 
confusion, and fills me with acknowledgments. What re- 
turns shall I make ? I will drink the cup of thanksgiving, 
and I will bless the name of the Lord. I will thank my 
dear friend, and wish him all the temporal blessings he has 
conferred upon me, and all those spiritual ones, which 
were not in his power to bestow. Live in health ; live 
piously; live content; live in Christ; live for eternity; 
live to make your wife, your children, your servants, your 
neighbours happy, as far as their happiness depends on 
you ; and may the God of all grace give back a hundred- 
fold to you and your dear wife, all the kindnesses with 
which you have loaded me ! The Lord make you happy as 
a father, a master, and a christian ! The God of peace be 
with you without interruption !*' 

To another, his language on some similar occasion is : 
^^ Your kind letter I received in the beginning of the weekf 
and your kind present at the end of it. For both I hear- 
tily thank you ; nevertheless I could wish it were your last 
present, for I find it more blessed to give than to receive, 
and in point of the good things of this life, my body does 

^ z 
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not want much, and I can do with what t» more commoiif 
and cheaper than the rarities you ply me' frith. 

^ Your bounty upon bounty reminds mf of die repeated 
mercies of our G6d. They follow one another as wa^ 
does waFe at sea ; and all to waft us to the pleasing shnRi 
•f confidence and gratitude, where we can 'not only cist 
anchor near, but calmly stand on the Robk of Ages, and 
defy the rage of tempests," * * 

^* Another uncomnum talent which God hadfivenhim/' 
says Mrs. Fletcher, *^ was a ^uliar sensibility of spirits 
He had a temper the most feeling of any I ever kneW4 
Hardly a night passed over, but some part of it was spent 
in groans for the souls and bodies committed tofiis oal^^ 
I dreaded his hearing, either of the sins or sufleringa of 
any of his people, before the time of his going to bed, know* 

* The following account may be relied upon, I received it in the Pa- 
riah of Madeley, from one who well knew the circumstances, and sim- 
ply related the facts as they were. A young* person in his Parish who 
bad been brought by his ministry from darkness to light, and frdm tll6 
power of Satan to God, being afHicted with a consuroptiTe disoTdet, 
Mr. Fletcher tenderly and constantly visited her. The young woman 
lay sick at her Fatlier's, a place not less than four miles from Mr. 
Fletcher's dwelling. Yet such was his checrfiil attention to this house 
of mournings — Such his ardent desire (weak and feeble as he sometimes 
was himself, by labours, by watchings and fastings) to comfort the 
afHicted, and help them to bear their burdens, that through wet and 
dry, cold and heat, (generally on foot) would this affectionate Pastor 
visit them, and when this young woman was near death, Mr. Fletcher 
desired her parents to send for him, that he mig-ht, in her dying cham- 
ber, help her to pny^e God and shout Victory ! Victory ! through the 
blood of the Lamb. The event of her death happened in the night, Snd 
immediately on the arrival of the Messenger at the Vicarage, Mr. 
Fletcher made himself ready and set out on this errand of mercy. A 
considerable quantity of rain had just before fallen, and through the 
badness of the road, and the haste he made, he lost first one, then the 
other of his shoes, but " As nothing is hard to love," his bare feet car- 
ried him to the spot in time to witness how a Christian can triumph 
over death ! and how " to him that believeth all things are possible." 
Reader, go thou and imitate this most excellent man. J. K. 
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iog ^ V jMng the impreswms would be on his mmd, 
chaaing ileep from his eyes.^ 

- ^^ Aod yet I liave Ittftrd binoLspevJk of a time, twelve or 
fourteen years ago, wlK^n he wa|i greatly tempted to think 
|)iat he was not sensible «noughpf the afflictions of his fel- 
low-creiM;urc8. He thpught Christ bore our infirmitiesf 
ipd carried our sorrowsc but, said he, * I have not that 
Cbeist-like temper : I do not bear the sorrows of others.' 
Al^ being for some time buffeted with thb temptation, 
he prayed that a measure of this spirit might be given to 
him. Not long after, as he was visiting a poor sick family, 
so live^ a sense of their affliction on a sudden fell upon his 
nind, that be could scarce get home. As soon as he sat 
down ip his house* his soul was penetrated with such a 
sense of the woes of mankind, as utterly depressed and 
o^iercame him, and drank up his spirits, insomuch that he 
could not help himself, nor move from one chair to ano« 
ther; and he was no more able to walk or help himself,^ 
than a newborn child* At the same time he seemed to 
lose the use of his memor/, and of all his faculties. He 
tbeughtf What is this I Is it a disease i Is it a stroke of 
the palsy ? Rather is it not an answer to my own ill- judg^ 
ed, though well-intended prayer i Did I not ask a burden 
unsuitable to a fmite, and capable of being borne only by 
an infinite Qeing ! He remained some hours in this situa- 
tion. Then it came into his mind. If this be a purely na* 
tural event, the will of the Lord be done ! But if it be the 
answer to an improper prayer, God will answer again by 
removing it. He cried to the Lord, and was restored to 
strength both of body and mind. 

^^ When we were at Leeds, in the year 1784, 1 had ano* 
ther proof of the tender sensibility of his heart. O how 
deeply was he affected for the welfare of his brethren ! 
When any little disputes arose between them, his inmost 
soul groaned under the burden. And by two or three 
o'clock in the morning, I was sure to hear him breathing 
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out prayers for the peace and proaperity of Sioiu lllThaa 
I observed to him, I wj|8 afaaid it would fauit Ua healtlK 
and wished hiui to sleep anore, he wAild attiwer, ^O VoVf^ 
the cause of God lies near my heart P . 

Toward mcj his tenderness was exetled in its utoioat ^Ie* 
tent* My soul, my body, my health, my ease, and com- 
fort, were his daily study. We had no diought, dthe» 
past or present, which we purposely concealed from 
other. My spiritual advancement was his constant 
vour ; and (o this he was continually stirring me up, invi- 
ting me to walk more closely with God: urging dbaft 
thought, ^ O my dear, let us pray for djring grace; for 
we shall not be long here.' His temporal affairs lie comfit 
mitted solely to me, though he was always ready ko tmiik 
me in the sipalles.t matters. 

^^ One article more remains to be spoken off namaly^lRia 
Communion ruith God* Although he enjoyed this, more 
or less, at all times, and in all places, yet I hate frequeslH 
. ly heard him observe, that the seasons of his doaest com- 
munion were always in his own house, or in the church ; 
usually in the latter. It is much to be lamented, that we 
have no account of it from his own pen. It was hia con- 
stant endeavour to set the Lord before him, and to main* 
tain an uninterrupted sense of his presence. In order to 
this, he was slow of speech^ and had the greatest govern- 
ment of his words. Indeed he both acted, spoke, and 
thought, as under the eye of God. And thus he remain* 
ed unmoved in all occurrences ; at all times, and on 
every occasion possessing inward recollection. Nor did 
I ever see him diverted therefrom, on any occasion ^at- 
ever, either going out or coming in, whether by ourselves 
or in company. Sometimes he took his joumies alone s 
but above a thousand miles I have travelled with him s 
during which neither change of company, nor of place, nor 
the variety of circumstances which naturallv occur in tra'* 
veiling, ever seemed to make the least difference inhU 
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'firm attention tb the pftsence of God. To preserve this 
uniform habit of soul, he was so watchful and recollect- 
ed,t ^^ ^ ^^^ ^ ^^^ unexperienced in these things, 
it might appear like insensibility. But no one could con- 
vote in a more lively and sensible manner, even on na- 
tartl things, when he saw it was to the glory of God. 
Urn was always striving to raise his own and every other 
tfMt^ to a close and immediate intercourse with God. 
And I can say with truth, all his union with me was so 
intermingled with prayer and praise, that every employ* 
tfltnt, and every meal was, as it were, perfumed there- 
with.'* 



BIS DE^TH. 

^""SoMt weeks before he was taken ill, (says Mrs. 
Fletcher,) he mentioned to me a peculiar manifestation of 
love, which he received in his own house, with the appli« 
cation of those words. Thou shalt walk with me in white. 
He added. It is a little thing so to hang upon God by 
faidi, as to feel no departure from him, and no raising in 
the heart against him. This does not satisfy me. And I 
sometimes find such gleams of light and love, such wafts 
as it were, of the heavenly air, so powerful as if they would 
just then take my soul with them to glory ! But lam not 
filled* I want to be filled with all the fullness of God. In 
conformity to these sentiments, when he was in his last 
illness, he expressed himself thus, < I am filled^ most sweet- 
ly filled.' This conveyed much to my mind, as I under-, 
stood by it the accomplishment of his large desires. 

^ Sometime before the beginning of his last sickness, 
he was peculiarly penetrated with a sense of the nearness 
of eternity. There was scarce an hour in which he was 
not calling upon us to drop every thought and every care, 
that we might attend to nothing but the drinking deeper 
into God. We spent much time in wrestling with God, 
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and were led in a peculiar manner to abndon oi|r vWr 
selves, our souls and bodies into the handi of God i noaj^ 
to do, and willing to suffer whatever was |ireU-p|caii|||| || 
Him. . % 

*^ And now the time drew near, when his fidtk 
be called to its last grand exercise. A litde befcm 
being on his kness in prayer for light, whether he _^ 

to London or not? The answer to him seemed 19%^^ 
' Not to London, but to thy grave.' When he 



ed me with this, he said, with a heavenly aaiilCy ^^r ' 



would represent it to me as something dreadful, enfQiii||[ 
those words, * The cold grave ! the cold grave !* On thl' 
Sunday following, (I think it was the next day,) that an- 
them was sung in the church. The Lord is my shefikgrJ^ 
there/ore can I lack nothing* He shall feed me in grtm 
pastures^ and lead me forth beside the waters efc^w^mU 
He shall convert my souly and bring me forth in the fsMf 
of righteousness for his name^s sake. Tta^ though Iwelk ' 
through the valley of the shadow of deaths IshaUfearm 
evil; for thou art with me^ thy rod and staff shall amfmt 
me. Thou shalt prepare a table before mcf against them that 
trouble me* Thou hast anointed my head with oU$ and 
my cup shall be full* 

^* In his return home, he observed in how uncommon a 
degree these words had been blest to his souL And from 
that very time I do not remember to have seen in him anyi 
the least marks of temptation* He shewed an unusual 
cheerfulness and liveliness in every part of his work, and 
seemed to increase in strength of body, as well as in 
strength of soul. Truly it was to him according to bit 
faith« He feared no evil, and his cup was filed with righ- 
teousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost. 

** On Thursday, August 4, he was employed in die 
work of God, from three in the afternoon till nine at ni^ht. 
When he came home, he said, ^ I have taken cold,* but 
seemed not to regard it. He was far from well on Friday 
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«A Satotday ; but was uncommoiily drawn out in prayer. 
. On Satuviay night be wm abundantly worse, and his fever 
ifipeared very strong* I begged that he would by no 
aaeans think of gohig to church in the morning. But he 
*Md me it was the will of the Lord ; in which case I never 
.||ar«d to persuade." 

The Rev. Mr. Gilpin (as he has informed us) ^* called 
«|ion him in the morning, with an earnest request, that he 
would permit him* if not to take the whole of his duty on 
Aat day, at least to share it with Mm. But this he would 
by no means be prevailed upon to suffer, assuring himy 
with an air of holy confidence, that God would sufficiendy 
strengthen him to go through the duties of the day. This 
was his last appearance in public : and several who were 
present upon this memorable occasion, were affected be- 
yond all description, with the melancholy circumstances of 
ifae day. He opened the reading service with apparent 
strength ; but before he had proceeded far in it, his coun- 
tenance changed, his speech began to falter, and it was 
with the utmost difficulty that he could keep himself from 
fainting. Every eye was rivetted upon him^ deep solici- 
tude was painted on every face, and confused murmurs of 
distress ran through the whole congregation. In the midst 
of this affecting scene, Mrs. Fletcher was seen pressing 
through the crouds and eamesdy entreating her dying hus- 
band no longer to attempt what appeared to be utterly im- 
practicable. But he, as though conscious that he was en- 
gaged in his last public work, mildly refused to be entreat- 
ed ; and struggling against an almost insupportable lan- 
gour, constrained himself to continue the service. The 
windows being opened, he appeared to be a little refresh- 
ed and begun to preach with a strength and recollection 
that surprised all present. In the course of his sermon, 
the idea of his weakness was almost lost in the freedom 
and energy with which he delivered himself. Mercy was 
the subject of his discourse : and while he expatiated on 
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thU glorious attribute of the Deity, its unseaie^ablp iK- 
teot, iu eternal duration, and its astonbhing efiotta, he ap^ 
peared to be carried above all the fears and feelings of mof* 
tality. There was something in his appearance 9fid mai^ 
ner that gave his word an irresistible influence upon tUiii 
solemn occasion. An awful concern was awakened thrwgb 
the whole assembly, and every one's heart was uncom- 
monly moved. Upon the hearts of his friends, in paitft^ 
cular^ a most affecting impression was made at tbb sea- 
son ; and what deepened that impression was the sad pre* 
sentiment which they read in each other's countenancCt 9t 
their pastor's approaching dissolution. 

^ After sermon he walked up to the communioQ-tabfef 
uttering these words, ^ I am going to throw myself under 
the wings of the cherubim, before the mercy-seat.* Here 
the same distressing scene was renewed with additional ao- 
lemnity* The people were deeply affected while they bf- 
held him offering up the last languid remains of a life, that 
had been lavishly spent in their service. Groans and tears 
were on every side. In going through this last part of 
his duty, he was exhausted again and again ; but his spi- 
ritual vigour triumphed over his bodily weakness. After 
several times sinking on the sacramental table, he still re- 
sumed his sacred work, and cheerfully distributed, widi 
his dying hand, the love-memorials of his dying Lord. 
In the course of this concluding office, which he perform* 
ed by means of the most astonishing exertions, he gave 
out several verses of hymns, and delivered many affection- 
ate exhortations to his people, calling upon them, at inter- 
vals, to celebrate the mercy of God in short songs of ado- 
ration and praise. And now, having struggled through a 
service of near four hours continuance, he was supportedf 
with blessings in his mouth, from the altar to his chamber, 
where he lay for some time in a swoon, and from whence 
he never walked into the world again. 
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" After this, (proceeds Mrs. Fletcher,) he dropt into a 
skep for some time, and, on wakings cried out with a plea- 
sant smiley < Now, my dear, thou seest I am no worse for 
doing the Lord's work. He never fails me when I trust 
in Him.' Having eaten a little dinner, he dozed most of 
the evening, now and then waking with the praises of God 
in his mouth. At night his fever returned, but it was not 
violent ; and yet his strength decreased amazingly. On 
Monday and Tuesday we had a litde paradise together. He 
lay on a couch in the study ; and though often changing 
posture, was sweetly pleasant, and frequently slept a good 
while together. When he was awake^ he delighted in hear- 
ing me read hymns, and treatises on faith and love. His 
words were all animating, and his patience beyond expres- 
sion. When he had a very nauseous medicine to take, he 
seemed to enjoy the cross, according to a word which he 
was used often to repeat^ * We are to seek a perfect con- 
formity to the will of God ; and leave him to give us plea- 
sure or pain, as it seemeth him good.* 

" I asked him Whether he had any directions to give 
me^ if he should be taken from me ? since I desired to form 
my whole life thereby. He replied, * No, not by mtne : 
the Holy Ghost shall direct thee. I have nothing particu- 
lar to say/ I said. Have you any conviction, that God is 
about to take you f He said, * No : only I always see 
death so inexpressibly near, that we both seem to stand on 
the verge of eternity/ While he slept a litde, I besought 
the Lordy if it were his good pleasure, to spare him to mQ 
a little longer. But my prayer seemed to have no wings : 
and I could not help mingling continually therewith, Lord 
give me perfect resignation ! This uncertainty made me 
tremble, lest God was going to put into my hands the bitter 
cup, with which he threatened my husband. Some weeks 
before, I myself was ill of a fever, and not without danger. 
My husband then felt the whole parting scene, and strug- 
gled for a perfect resignation. He said, < O Polly, J»hall 

*> A 



314 



THE LIFE OF 



I ever see the day, when thoa must be carried out to bury ! 
How will the little things which thy tender care has pre- 
pared for me, in every part of the house, wound and dis- 
tress me ! How is it ? I think I feel jealousy ! I am jea* 
lous of the worms ! I seem to shrink at the thought of giv* 
tog my dear Polly to the worms.' 

^^ Now all these feflections returned upon my heart, with 
the weight of a millstone. I cried to the Lord, and these 
words were deeply impressed on my spirit. Where I am^ 
there shall my servants be^ that they may behold my glory • 
This promise was full of comfort to my soul. I saw diat 
m Christ's immediate presence was our home, and that we 
should have our re-union, in being deeply centred in him« 
I received it as a fresh marriage for eternity : as sach I 
trust for ever to hold it. All that day, whenever I thought 
of the expression, to behold my glory ^ it seemed to wipe 
away every tear, and was as the ring whereby we were 
joined anew. 

* Awaking some time after, he said, * PoUy^ I have 
been thinking it was Israel's fault that they asked for signs. 
We will not do so : but abandoning our whole selves to the 
will of God, will lie patiently before him ; assured that he 
will do all things well/ 

" * My dear love,' said I, ' If I have ever done or said 
any thing to grieve thee, how will the remembrance wound 
my heart if thou shouldst be taken from me !' He entreat- 
ed me with inexpressible tenderness, not to allow the 
thought, declaring his thankfulness for our union, in a va- 
riety of words written on my heart, with the adamantine 
pen of friendship deeply dipt in blood. 

" On Wednesday he told me, he had received such a 
manifestation of the full meaning of those words, God is 
Love, as he could never be able to express. < It fills my 
heart,' said he, * every moment, O Polly, my dear Polly, 
God is Love ! Shout ! Shout aloud ! I want a gust of praise 
to go to the ends of the earth ! But it seems as if I could 
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not speak much longer. Let us fix on a sign between our- 
selves. Now/ said he, (tapping me twice with his fin- 
ger,) ^ I mean, God is love. And we will draw each 
other into God. Observe ! By this we will draw each odier 
into God.' 

" Sally coming in,* he cried out, * O Sally, God is love ! 
Shout both of you ! I want to hear you shout his praise !' 
All this time the medical friend, who attended him dili* 
gently, hoped he was in no danger : as he had no head-ache, 
but much sleep without the least delirium, and an almost 

* Sarah Lawrence, whose genuine piety, and amiable manners endear- 
ed her to a large circle of Christian friends, departed this transitory 
life, at Madeley, Salop, Dec. 3, 1800, aged 44 years, and lies buried in 
the same vault with Mr. Fletcher. Her epitaph on the tombstone sets 
forth that she was the adopted daug^htcr of John and Mary Fletcher. 
Sarah Lawrence, in her last sickness, observed to Mrs. Fletcher, ** We 
have scarce ever been parted a day these 40 years : liow many hundred 
miles have we travelled togetlier, and if the cold hand of death should 
now tear us asunder, it will not be for .long, we shaU have a blessed 
meeting in glory !" Mrs, Fletcher replied, ** Little did I thmk to see 
this day ; but we are called to resign ourselves to aU the will of God.'' 

** For the joy that's set before thee. 

Bear a momentary pain ; 
Die to live the life of glory. 
Suffer, with thy Lord to reig^." 

The following remarks were made by Mrs. Fletcher, immediately af- 
ter Miss Lawrence's death : <* My loss in Sarah Lawrence is unspeakable. 
She was a friend of a thousand ; a child, and more than a child :. but no 
arm of flesh is lasting ; this is the lesson I am called to learn, and my 
whole dependence b on those everlasting arms which cannot fail. In 
the beginning of her illness, two years ago, she thought, one morning, 
in a dream, my dear husband stood at her bed-side, and looking on her 
with tender S3rmpathy, he said, * The sufferings of this present time 
are not wortliy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed.' 
And I apprehend she alluded to that, when, a little before she expired, 
she so earnestly said, * *Tis beyond compare ;* meaning, that I might 
tell all her friends, the present display of glory was already incompara* 
bly beyond all she had ever suffered. WeU, on this I must fix my eyes, 
and pass my solitary days firmly anchored on that sure ground, < Thy 
will be done,* J. K. 
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regular pulse. So was the disease, though commissioned 
to take his life, restrained by the power of God. 

" On Thursday his speech began to fail. While he was 
able, he spoke to all that came in his way. Hearing that 
a stranger was in the house, he ordered her to be called 
up. But the uttering only two sentences made him ready 
to faint away. And while he had any power of speech, he 
would not be silent to his friendly Doctor. « O Sir,' said 
he, * you take much thought for my body : permit me to 
take thought for your soul!* WTien I could scarce under- 
stand any thing he said, I spoke these words, God is lave. 
Instantly, as if all his powers were awakened, he broke out 
in a rapture, < God is love I love ! love ! O for that gust 
of praise ! I want to sound I'^^Here his voice again failed. 
All this time he was much in pain, and suiTered many 
ways : but still with such unutterable patience, as none but 
those that were present can conceive. If I did but nisme 
his sufierings, he would smile and make the sign* 

<* On Friday, observing his body covered with spots, I 
felt a sword pierce through my soul. As I was kneeling 
by his side, with my hand in his, entreating the Lord to 
be with us in this tremendous hour, he strove to say ma- 
ny things, but could not articulate the words. All he 
could do was to press niy hand, and frequently repeat the 
sign. At last he breathed out, ^ Head of the Church, be 
head to my wife !* 

** When I was forced to leave him for a few moments, 
Sally said to him, * My dear master, do you know me V 
He replied, * Crod will put his right hand under you.* 
She added, < O my dear Master, should you be taken 
away, what a disconsolate creature will my poor, dear Mis- 
tress be !* He replied, * God will be her all in all/ 

" He always took a peculiar pleasure in repeating or 
hearing those words, 

• Jesu's blood throug-h earth and skies, 
Mercy, free, boundless mercy cries.' 
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Whenever I repeated them to him, he would answer, 
^ Boundless! boundless! boundless!* He now addedf 
though not without much difficulty, 

* Mercy's fuU power I soon shaU prove, 
Lov'd with an everlasting' love.' 

^^ On Saturday in the afternoon, his fever seemed quite 
off, and a few friends standing near his bed, he reached 
his hand to each : and looking on a Minister, said, ' Are 
you ready to assist to-morrow V His recollection surprised 
us, as the day of the week had not been named in the room. 
Many were of opinion, he would recover : and one of them 
said to him, ^ Do you think the Lord will raise you up f' 
He strove to answer, and could just pronounce, ^ Raise me 

up in the resurr.* Meaning in the resurrection. To 

another, who asked the same question, he said, ^ I leave it 
all to God-' 

^^ In the evening the fever came again, and wixh greater 
violence than ever. The mucus then falling on his throat, 
almost strangled him. It was supposed, the same painful 
symptom would grow more and more violent to the last. As 
I felt this exquisitely, I cried to the Lord to remove it. 
And, glory be to his name, he did ! From that time it re- 
turned no more. 

As night drew on, I perceived him dying very fast. His 
fingers could hardly make the sign, which he scarce ever 
forgot : and his speech seemed quite gone. I said, < My 
dear creature, I ask not for myself: I know thy soul: but 
for the sake of others, If Jesus be very present with thee, 
lift up thy right hand.' Immediately he did. ^ If the 
prospect of glory s weedy open before thee, repeat the sign.* 
He instantly raised it again, and in half a minute, a second 
time. He then threw it up, as if he would reach the top 
of the bed. After this, his hands moved no more. But 
on my saying, ' Art thou in pain?' He answered, ' No.' 
From this time he lay in a kind of sleep^ though with his 
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ey«s open and fuU* For the most part he sat upright^ 
nipunst pillows, with lus head a little inclining to one side. 
And so remarkably composed, yea triumphant was his 
countenance, that the least trace of death was scarce dis- 
cernible in it. Eighteen hours he was in this situation, 
breathing like a person in commpn sleep. About thirty- 
five minutes past ten on Sunday night, August 14, his pre- 
dous soul entered into the joy of his Lord, without oni^ 
struggle or groan, in the fifty-sixth year of his age. 

^ And here I break off my mournful story : but on my 
bleeding heart, the fair picture of his heavenly excellencies 
will be for ever drawn.'' 

The reader will not think me tedious, if I subjoin here^ 
the account which the Rev. Mr. Gilpin has given of tlue 
iaftt scene of the life of this incomparable man. ^ After 
having manifested so much resolution and constancy m 
fighting the good Jight of faith^ it is no wonder, that Mr. 
Fletcher .was permitted \.o finish his course with joy^ 
and that the concluding scenes of his warfare were pecu^ 
liariy triumphant and glorious. Equally prepared for 
every event, he met his last great trial with all that compo* 
sure and steadiness, which had invariably distinguished 
him upon every former occasion of suffering. He entered 
the valley of the shadow of deaths as one who feared no cviL 
He considered it as the high road to that incorruptible in- 
heritance which is reserved for the saints ; and, looking 
forward with a hope full of immortality, he saw, beyond 
its limited gloom, those everlasting hills of light and glory, 
to which his soul aspired. 

*' A few days before his dissolution, he appeared to have 
reached that desirable point, where the last rapturous dis- 
coveries are made to the souls of dying saints. Roused, 
as it were, with the shouts of angels, and kindled into rap- 
ture with visions of glory, he broke into a song of holy 
triumph, which began and ended with the praises of God's 
unfathomable love. He laboured to declare the secret ma- 
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nifMatioiiB he enjoyed, but his sensadons were too pow- 
erful for utterancey and, after looking inexpressible tUags, 
he contented himself with caHing upon all around him to 
celebrate and shout out that adorable /ove, which can never 
be fully comprehended or adequately expressed* This 
triumphant frame of mind was not a transient feeling, but 
a state that he continued to enjoy, with little or no dis- 
cernible interruption, to the moment of his death. While 
he possessed the power of speech, he spake as one whose 
lips had been touched with a live coal from the altar ; and 
when deprived of that power, his countenance discovered 
that he was sweetiy engaged in the contemplation of eter- 
nal things. 

^^ On the day of his departure^ as I was preparing to at* 
tend my own church, which was at the distance of nine 
miles from Madeley, I received a hasty message from Mrs. 
Fletcher, requesting my immediate attendance at the Vi- 
carage. I instantly followed the messenger* and found 
Mr. Fletcher with every symptom of approaching dissolu- 
tion upon him. I had ever looked upon this man of Ck>d 
with an extraordinary degree of affection and reverence ; 
and on this afflicting occasion my heart was uncommonly 
affected and depressed. It was now in vain to recollect 
that public duty required my presence in another place : 
unfitted for every duty, except that of silently watching the 
the bed of death, I found it impossible to withdraw from 
the solemn scene to which I had been summoned. I had 
received from this evangelical teacher, in days that were 
past, many excellent precepts with respect to holy living' f 
and now I desired to receive from him, the important les- 
son with respect to holif dying. And truly this conclud- 
ing lesson was of inestimable worth, since so much pa- 
tience and resignation, so much peace and'composure^ 
were scarcely ever discovered in the same circumstances 
before.^Lf f me die the death of the righteous^ and let my 
last end be like his ! 
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** While their Pastor was breathing out his soul into th«^ 
hands of a faithful Creator^ his People were oiFering up 
their joint supplications on hia behalf in the house of God^ 
Little, however, was seen among them on that trying occa- 
sion, but affliction and tears. Indeed it was a day much ' 
to be remembered, for the many affecting testimonies of 
distress, which appeared on every side* The whole vil- 
lage wore an air of consternation and sadness, and not one 
joyful song was heard among all its inhabitants : — Hasty 
messengers were passing to and fro with anxious inquiries 
and confused reports : — And the members of every family 
sat together in silence that day, awaiting, with trembUng 
expectation, the issue of every hour. After the conclu- 
sion of evening service, several of the poor, who came from 
distant parts^ and who were usually entertained under Mr. 
Fletcher's roof, still lingered about the house, and seemed 
unable to tear themselves away from the place, without a 
. sight of their expiring Pastor. Secretly informed of their 
desire, I obtained them the permission they wished. And 
the door of the chamber being set open, immediately before 
which Mr. Fletcher was sitting upright in his bed, with 
the curtains undrawn, unaltered in his usual venerable ap- 
pearance, they slowly moved one by one along the gallery^ 
severally pausing as they passed by the door, and casting in 
a look of mingled supplication and anguish. It was, indee d, 
an affecting sight, to behold these unfeigned mourners suc- 
cessively presenting themselves before the bed of their dy- 
ing benefactor, with an inexpressible eagerness in their 
looks, and then dragging themselves away from his pre- 
sence with a distressing consciousness that they should see 
his face no more. 

" And now the hour speedily approached, that was to 
put a solemn termination to our hopes and fears. His 
weakness very perceptibly increased, but his countenance 
continued unaltered to the last. If there was any visible 
change in his feelings, he appeared more at ease and more 
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sweetly composed, as the moment oL his dismission drew 
near* Our eyes were rivetted upon him in awful expecca- 
tion. But, whatever we had felt before, no murmuring 
thought was suflfered^ at this interesting period, to darken 
the glories of so illustrious a scene* All was silence,—* 
when the last angelic minister suddenly arrived, and per- 
formed his important commission with so muf h stillness 
and secrecy, that it was impossible to determine the exact 
moment of its completion. Mrs* Fletcher was kneeling 
by the side of her departing husband ; one who had at- 
tended him with uncommon assiduity, during the last 
stages of his distemper, sat at his head ; while I sorrowfully 
waited near his feet*. Uncertain, whether or not he was 
totally separated from us, we pressed nearer, and hung 
over his bed in the attitude of listening attention, — ^his lips 
had ceased to move, and his head was gently sinking upon 
his bosom,— 'We stretched out our hands ; but his warfare 
was accomplished^ and the happy spirit had taken its ever- 
lasting flight* 

*' Such was the undisturbed and triumphant death of 
this eminently holy and laborious Pastor, who entered into 
rest on the evening of Sunday, August 14, 1785. Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord ! They rest from their 
painful labours, and are followed by those exemplary 
works, which they considered as unworthy a place in their 
remembrance : they escape from the windy storm and tern* 
pest^ and are brought to their desired haven : they have a 
right to the tree of life^ they enter in through the gates 
into the city^ and stand with everlasung acceptance in the 
presence of God. 

" This afflicting providence is severely felt by the sur-^ 
viver who has lost, at this separating stroke, whatever she 
had counted most valuable on this side eternity* But, 
while she feels all the anguish of an immediate separation 
from her dearest friend, she looks forward with a joyful 
hope of being one day united to his happy spirit, where ihf 
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pangs of parting can be known no more. Mrs. FletcSier 
was surrounded, upon this sad occasionf by a multitade 
of sincere mourners^ who, while they deplored the loss of 
their inestimable Pastor, recollected with peculiar satifr» 
faction, that the last years of his life had been years a[ 
abundant consolation and peace: and who now rejoice 
that, in his removal from among them, he left behind Um 
a lively representative of himself, one who enters into his 
labours and watches over his flock, a support to the needy^ 
a guide to the ignorant* and a mother in Israel^^ 

So far Mr. Gilpin. Mrs- Fletcher adds, " When I call 
to mind his ardent zeal, his laborious endeavours to seek 
and save the lost, his diligence in the employment of his 
time, his Christ-like condescension toward me, and hit 
uninterrupted converse with heaven : I may well be allowed 
to add. My loss is beyond the power of words to paint* I 
have often gone through deep waters ; but all my afflict 
lions were nothing to this* Well : I want no pleasant pros- 
pect but upwards ; nor any thing whereon to fix ray hope, 
but immortality. 

" From the time I have had the happiness and honour 
of being with him, every day more and more convinced me 
he was the Christian. I saw, I loved, in him the image of 
my Saviour, and thought myself the happiest of women, 
in tlie possession of the most sympathizing and heavenly 
friend. My sorrow bears a due proportion. But it is al«s 
leviated by that thought. United in God we cannot be di- 
vided. No : we are of one household still : we are joined 
in him as our centre ; of whom the whole family in heaven 
and earth is 7iamed. It is said of New Testament believ- 
ers, they are come to the spirits of just men ?nade perfect : 
to the glorious privilege of communion with the Church 
triumphant. But this is far more apparent' to the eyes of 
celestial spirits, than to ours, which are yet veiled with flesh 
and blood. Yet as there is joy in heaven over one sinner 
that repenteth, and as tlie prayers of saints still on ea^th 
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are represented by incense in the hands of the elders, I can 
only consider departed spirits, and ministering angels, as 
one innumerable company, contihually surrounding us. 
And are they not as nearly united to their fellow-soldiers 
now, as when they were in the body ? What should hin- 
der i Gfatitude and affection are natives of heaven, and live 
for ever there* Forgetfulness is a property of mortality, 
and drops oflf with the body. Therefore they that loved 
us in the Lord, will surely love us for ever: can any thing 
material interrupt the sight or presence of a spirit i Nay, 

* Walls within walls no more the passa^ bar. 
Than unopposing space of liquid air.' 

" On the Ifth, his remains were deposited in Madeley 
Church-yard, amidst the tears and lamentations of thou- 
sands. The service was performed by the Rev. Mr. Hat- 
ton, Rector of Waters- Upton, whom God enabled to pay 
a public tribute of respect to the memory of this great 
man, in a funeral sermon from Hebrews xiii. 7, and to 
apeak in a pathetic manner to the weeping flock. In the 
conclusion, at my request, he read the following paper. 

<^ As it was the desire of my beloved husband to be bu- 
rled in this plain manner, so out of tenderness, he begged, 
that I might not be present. And in every thing I would 
obey him. 

" Permit me then, by the mouth of a friend, to bear an 
open testimony, to the glory of God, that I who have known 
him in the most perfect manner, am constrained to declare, 
that I never knew any one walk so closely in the ways of 
God as he did. The Lord gave him a conscience tender 
as the apple of an eye. And he literally preferred the in- 
terest of every one to his own. 

** He was rigidjy just, and perfectly loose froni attach- 
ment to the world. He shared his all with the poor, who 
lay so close to his heart, that, at the approach of death, 
when he could not speak without difficulty, he cried out. 
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** my Poor ! What shall become of my Poor ?* He was 
blessed with so great a degree of humility, as is scarce to 
be found. I am witness how often he has rejoiced^ in be- 
ing treated with contempt* Indeed, it seemed the very 
food of his souly to be little and unknown. 

^^ His zeal for souls I need not tell you. Let the la- 
bours of twenty-five years, and a marty'a death ia the 
conclusion, imprint it on your hearts. His diligent visiting 
of the sick, occasioned the fevdr, which^ by God's conunb* 
sion, tore him from you and me. And his vehement de* 
sire to take his last leave of you with dying lips and hands^ 
gave (it is supposed) the finishing stroke^ by preparing his 
blood for putrefaction. Thus has he lived and died your 
servant. And will any of you refuse to meet him at God's 
right hand in that day I 

*^ He walked with death always in his sight. About 
two months ago, he came to me and saidf ^ My dear love# 
I know not how it is, but I have a strange ttppreasiony 
death is near us, as if it were to be some sudden stroke 
upon one of us. And it draws out all my soul in prajrer^ 
that we may be ready.' He then broke out, ' Lord, pre- 
pare the soul thou wilt call ! And O ! stand by the poor 
disconsolate one that shall be left behind !' 

" A few days before his departure, he was filled with 
love in an uncommon manner. The same he testified as 
long as he had a voice, and continued to the end, by a 
most lamb'like patience, in which he smiled over deadi, 
and set his last seal to the glorious truths he had so long 
preached among you. 

" Three years, nine months, and two days, I have pos- 
j^essed my heavenly-minded husband. But now the sua 
of my earthly joys is set for ever, and my soul filled with 
an anguish, which only finds its consolation in a total re- 

♦ Mrs. Flctclif r has done much for the poor sitice Mr. Fletcher's 
<lrath. Slic told mc once that it seemed to her as if the Lord multi- 

yXivd lirr moivv in th-.- drawer. J. K. 
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signatioQ Id the will of God. When I was asking the 
Lord, if he pleased to spare him, to m^ a little longer, the 
following promise was impressed on my mind, Where I 
am, there shaU my servants be, that they may behold my 
glory. Lord, hasten the time !'' 

** There is little need," says Mr. Wesley, ** of adding 
a^y. farther character of this man of God, to the foregoing 
account, given by one, who wrote out of the fullness of her 
heart. I would only observe, that for many years I des« 
paired of finding an inhabitant of Great-Britain, that could 
stand in any degree of comparison with Gregory Lopez, 
or Mons. de Renty. But let any impartial person judge, 
if Mr. Fletcher were at all inferior to them ? Did he not 
experience as deep communion with God, and as high a 
measure of inward holiness, as was experienced by eithcF 
one or the other of those burning and shining lights ? And 
it is certain his outward light shone before men, with full 
. as bright a lustre as theirs. I was intimately acquainted 
with him for thirty years. I conversed with him morning, 
noon, and night, without the least reserve, during a jour- 
ney of many hundred miles. And in all that time, I ne- 
ver heard him speak an improper word, or saw him do an 
improper action. To conclude. Within fourscore yearsf 
I have known many excellent men, holy in heart and life» 
But one equal to him I have not known i one so imiformly 
and deeply devoted to God. So unblamable a man in every 
respect, I have not found either in Europe or America. 
Nor do I expect to find another such on this side eternity. 

^^ Yet it is possible we may be such as he was. Let us 
then endeavoured to follow him, as he followed Christ.'' 

But some may inquire, Has not Mr. Wesley exceeded 
the truth in this testimony ? Has he not given a too fa- 
vourable representation of the character of his friend, in- 
fluenced, perhaps, by the similarity of their views respect- 
ing the great subject of general redemption and other sub- 
jects connected therewith, and by the verj* prompt and able 
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manner in yMdi Mr. Fletcher stood forth in defence cf 
these views, when attacked by Mr. Wesley's opponents I 
I shall answer diese inquiries by presenting the reader 
widi an exacdy similar tesdmony borne by an eminent 
minister of Christ, whose sendments on these points of 
doctrine were the reverse of those of Messrs* Wesley and 
Fletcher. This I shall do by inserting the following letter, 
which I received from a very pious and intelligent der^ 
gyman in May last, in consequence of his having lately read 
the first edition of this work. 
** My deair Sir, 
<^ Had not my dme been very fully employed since I- 
had the pleasure of seeing you in London, I should before 
now, have fulfilled my promise in sending you the charac* 
ter, which the late Rev. Mr. Venn, Vicar of Yelling, gave 
me of the truly apostolic Mr. Fletcher."*^ The tesdmony 
of Mr. Venn, is the most valuable, as there were several 
points of doctrine^ in which he differed from Mr. Fletcher: 
and I believe he felt himself a good deal interested, in the 
support of several of those tenets, which Mr. Fletcher 
publicly opposed. But difierence of opinion on points, re- 
specting which, p^ood men, probably, never will be all 
agreed on earth, could not close the eyes of the great and 
good Mr. Venn, against the extraordinary excellencies of 
Mr. Fletcher, and therefore he spake of him with all the 
rapture and affection which pre-eminent graces will always 
excite in the breast of a true Christian. In the following 
narration, I believe you will have nearly the words of Mr» 
Venn, as I was much impressed with his account of Mr. 
Fletcher, and wrote down what I remembered of it at the 
close of the day on which I heard it. With an expression 
in his countenance I shall not soon forget, making men* 

• The nev. Henry Venn, a clerg^inan in the Protestant Episcoptl 
Church of Knjjland, a very holy man, and for many years a popular 
preacher in London. His sermon on tlic Cross of Christ, and his NeV 
whole duty of M:in, .ire excellent publications. J. K. 



THE HBV. JOHN FLETCHER. feST 

tion of Mr. Fletcher, he exdaimed, *' Sir, he was a lumi- 
nary ; a luminary did I say ? — He was a sun. I have 
known all the great men for these fifty years ; but I have 
known none like him. I was intimately acquainted with 
him, and was under the same roof with him once for six 
weeks ; during which time, I never heard him him say 
a single word which was not proper to be spoken, and 
which had not a tendency to * minister grace to the hearers.* 
One time meeting him whep he was very ill of an hectic 
fever, which he had brought upon himself by his intense 
labour in the Ministry, I said, ^ I am sorry to find you so 
ill.* Mr. Fletcher answered with the greatest sweetness, 
• Sorry, Sir J Why are you sorry ? It is the chastisement 
of my heavenly Father, and I rejoice in it. I love the rod 
of my God, and rejoice therein, as an expression of his 
love and afiection towards me.* 

** Mr. Venn being here asked whether Mr. Fletcher 
might not have been imprudent in carrying his labours to 
such an excess, answered, ^ His heart was in them, and 
he was carried on with an impetus which could not be re- 
sisted. He did not look on the work of the Ministry, as 
a mere duty, but it was his pleasure and delight. Tell a 
votary of pleasure that his course of life will impair his 
property and health, and finally ruin him : he will reply 
that he knows all this : but he must go on; for life would 
not be tolerable without his pleasures. Such was the ar- 
dour of Mr. Fletcher, in the Ministry of the Gospel. He 
could not be happy but when employed in his great work.' 
Something having escaped one in the company which 
seemed to bear hard upon a particular body of Christians, 
Mr. Venn gave a solemn caution against evil speaking in 
these words, * Never did I hear Mr. Fletcher speak ill of 
any man. He would pray for those that walked disorder- 
ly, but he would not publish their faults.' 

^^ This, I believe, is the substance of what fell from Mr. 
Venn, respecting the Rev. Mr. Fletcher, and the manner 
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in which he sptkei^shewed thtt his adminrtion of tteft gPMt 
tad good xnan was ruaed to the highest pitch. IndeedBir* 
Venn was a person peculiarly qualified tp apprsdalia iha 
value of Mr. Fletcher, as the ardour of his own zeal and 
devotion most neatty resembled that of Mr* Fletcher* lis 
lived in very uncommon nearness to God, and as I ham 
been mformed, made a most triumphant entrance mto die 
kingdom of glory* I am, my dear Sir, youis aibctioH" 

•tdy. ^ 

The following character of B&* Fletdier appeared ia As 

Shrewsbury Chronicle, of August, 1785. 

** On the 14ch instant, departed dus fife, the Rev* John 
Fletcher, ^ Vicar of Madeley, in dus county, to the inex* 
pressible grief and concern of his parishioners, and of al 
who had the happiness of knowing lum. If we speak of 
him as a man, and a gendeman, he was possessed of every 
virtue, and every accomplishment, wluch adorns and dtg^ 
nifies human nature. If we attempt to speak of him as ft 
Minister of the Gospel, it will be extremely difficult to give 
the world si just Idea of this great Character. His deep 
learning, his exalted piety, hb never-ceasing labours to dis« 
charge the important duties of his function, together with 
the abilities, and good effect with which he discharged 
these duties, are best known, and will never be forgotten 
in that vineyard in which he laboured. His charity^ his 
universal benevolence, his meekness, and exemplary good- 
ness, are scarcely equalled amongst the sons of inen* 
Anxious, to the last moment of his life^ to discharge the 
sacred duties of his office, he performed the service of the 
church, and administered the holy Sacrament to upwards 
of two hundred communicants, the Sunday preceding his 
death, confiding in that Almighty Power which had given 
him life, and resigning that life into the hands of him who 
gave it, with that composure of mind, and those joyful 
hopes of a happy resurrection, which ever accompany the 
last moments of the just/ 
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Tri following hymn wa9 wfiUen and sung as a petition 
to the Throne of Grace, for me invaluable life of the ex- 
cellent John Fletcher. I was presentf (says the writer,) 
in the church of Madeley, on the Ssnday before Jbis death, 
and never was witness to a scene so impresuve and pathe- 
tic. Every breast, felt, «very countenance expresfsd one 
oommon sentimiBliiS^ Tears, sobs» and suppressed groans, 
the expressive language of nature, stfongly spoke how sin- 
cerely they esteemed their venerable Pastor, as more than 
a Father. But when the hymn was sung, it b impossible 
to convey an idea of the general burst of sorrow which ac« 
companied it. Even those who had spumed his instruc* 
tions, deprecated his deattx as a public loss, and expressed 
their girief with uncommon agitatigos ; as though the con« 
Sciousness of their ingratitude* to that holy man, gave pe- 
culiar poignancy to their feelings. Indeed, of the thou- 
sands who knew Mr. Fletcher, few can mention his name 
without dwelling upon it with delight, as connected with 
the recollection of the fairest example they have known of 
{ftu-e aAd undefiled Religion. '*■ 

A HYMN. 

1 O Thou, before whose gracious" throne. 
We bow our suppliant spirits down ; 
View the sad breast, the streaming eyt^ 
And let our sorrows pierce the sky. 

2 Thou know'st the anxious cares we feel^ 
And all our trembling* lips wcmld tell; 
Thou only canst assuage our g^ief. 
And yield our mourning hearts relief. 

3 Tho' we have sinn'd, and justly dread 
Thy vengeance hoVcring o'er our head : 
Yet, Power Benign ! thy seavant spare. 
Nor turn aside the people's prayer. 

4 Avert the swift descending stn^e* 
Nor smite the sheplierd of the flock. 
Lest o'er the barren waste we stray. 
To prowling wolves an easy prev, 

2 C 
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5 BetUMV him, •inkkig' to the grave; 
Stretch oat thine arm* make haste to atfe ; 
Back to ourlonf^g wishes give* 

And hid our friend, our firther, liTe! 

6 Deep in our troubled thoughts he Ues, 
Bound to each soul by sacred ties: 
Thy pitying aid, O God, impart, 
Kortear him from each bleeding heart. 

7 Yet, if oar supplicatloas fiul. 
And prayers and tears cannot aTul, 
Condemned, on this benighted coast. 
To mourn oar fiuthfiil leader lost ; — 

8 Be thou his strength, be thou his stay; 
8i^»port lum throP the painful way ; 
XiCt thy ri^t hand sustain his head. 
And thy bright smiles illume his bed. 

9 Drest in the robes of hearenly state, 
Ifay thy blest angeb round him wut ; - 
Prepare his hi^ppy soul to rise. 
And bear him to hi* natiye skies. 



P,D. 
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HIS EPITAPH, 



Here lies the Body of 
The Rev. JOHN WILLIAM de la FLECHERE, 

Vicar of Madeley, 

Who was bom at Nyon, in Switzerland, 

September the 12th, 1729, 

And finbhed his Course, August the 14th, 1785, 

In this Village ; 

Where his unexampled Labours 

Will long be remembered. 

He exercised his Ministry for the space of 

Twenty-five Years, 

In this Parish, 

With uncommon Zeal and Ability. 

Many believed his Report, and became 

His Joy and Crown of Rejoicing ; 

While others constrained him to take up 

The Lamentation of the Prophet, 

^^ All the Day long have I stretched out my Hands 

Unto a dbobedient and gainsaying People : 

Yet surely my Judgment is with the Lord, 

And my Work with my God.** 

^^ He being dead yet speaketh« 
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MATTER OF FACT 

AKD 

COMMON SENSE, 

OB, A 

RATIONAL DEMONSTRATION 

OF 

MAN'S 

CORRUPT AND LOST ESTATE. 
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To the principal Inhabitants of the Parish o/Modeley^ in 

the county of Salop^ 

Gentlemen, 

YOU are no less intided to my private labours^ than the 
inferior class of my parishioners. As you do not chuse to 
partake with them of ihy evening instructions, I take the 
liberty to present you with some of my morning medita- 
tions. May these well-meant endeavours of my pen, be 
more acceptable to you than those of my tongue ! And may 
you carefully read in your closets, what you have perhaps 
inattentively heard in the church ! I appeal to the Searcher 
of hearts, that I had rather impart truth than receive tithes: 
You kindly bestow the latter upon me ; grant me, I pray, 
the satisfaction of seeing you favourably receive the for- 
mer^ from, 

Gentlemen, 

Your affectionate Minister 

and obedient Servant, 

J. FLETCHER; 

MadeUy^ 1772. 
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FIRST PART. 


^ 



' TH% Doctrine of man^B corrupt and lost estate ia.aiated'at 
laive, in the words of* the ProirfietB) Apoallea, and. Jeaos Christ s 
and recapitulated in tiiose of the Articles, Homifiei|^ ana Li-* * 
tai|Q^ of the Church of England. 

SECOlMrD PART. * « ' 

Man isconsidered as an inhsbitantof the noterttlwolU^^aAt 
his fall is proved bj arguments deduced from the misery, ik 
which he is now undeniably involved ; compared with tho hap^ 
piness, of which we cannot help conceiving him 'pogB<g|fledy 
when he came out of the hands of his gracious Creator* ^ 

A view of this misery in the following particulars.-HL The 
disorders of the globe we inhabit, and the dreadful sbourgei 
with wMch it is vimted.— «l.'The deplorable and shocking cir*' 
cumstances of our birth. — iii. The painful and dangerous tra-> 
» I vail of women. — iv. The untime|7 dissolution of still-bom) or 

new-bom children. — ^v^ Our natural uncleanliness, helpless^ 
ness, ignorance, and ttakedness.— ^. The gross darkness in 
which we naturally are, both with respect to Gk)d and a future ' 
^ stalte. — ^vii. The general rebellion of the brute creation against 
;'!^lis.— viiL The various poisons that lurk in the animal, vegeta* 
Me, and mineral world, ready to destroy us.— ix. The heavy 
curse of toil and sweat, to which we are liable; instances of 
which are given in the hard and dangerous labours of the au- . 
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ihor's pariBhioners.— 'X. The other innamerable calamities of 
life^-And xi. the pangs of death. 

THIRD PART. 

Man is considered as a citizen of the moral world, a free 
agept, accountable to his Creator for his tempers and con- 
duct ; and his fall is further demonstrated by arguments 
drawn from — xii. His commission of sin. — ^xiii. His omis- 
sion of duty. — Tay. The triumphs of sensual appetites over 
his intellectual faculties. — ^xv. The corruption of the 
powers that constitute a good head; the understanding, 
imagination, memory and reason.— xvi. The depravity of the 
powers which form a good heart ; the will, conscience, and 
affections.— -xvii. His manifest alienation from God. — xviu. 
His amazing disregard even of his nearest relatives.— xix. His 
unaccountable unconcern about himself.— xx. Hb detestable 
tempers. — xxi. The general out-breaking of human corruption 
in all individuals. — xxii. The universal overflowing of it in all 
nations: Five objections answered.- xxiii. Some striking 
proofs of tliis depravity in the general pitipensity of mankind 
to vain, irrational, or cruel diversions 5 ahd — xxiv^ in tiie uni- 
versality of the most ridiculous, impious, inhuman, and diabo- 
lical sins. — ^xxv. The aggravating circumstances attending the 
display of this corruption.— xxvi. The many ineffectual endea- 
vours to stem its torrent. — ^xxvii. Tlie obstinate resistance it 
makes to divine grace in the unconverted.^xxviii. The amaz- 
ing struggles of good men ^vith it. — ^xxix. The testimony of the 
heathens and deists concerning it ; and after all— xxx. The 
preposterous conceit which tlie unconverted have of their own 
goodness. 

FOURTH PART. 

Man is considered as an inhabitant of the christian world ; 
and his fallen state is further proved by six scriptural argu- 
ments, introduced by a short demonstration of tiie authenticity 
of the scriptures, and by a little attack upon the amazing cre- 
dulity of deists. The heads of these arguments are — ^xxxi. 

2D 
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The impossibility that fallen corrupt Adam, should have had 
an upright, innocent posterity ; with answers to some capital 
objections. — xxxii. The spirituality and severity of God's law, 
.which the unrenewed man continually breaks; and — ^xxxiii. 
Our strong propensity to unbelief, the most destructive of all 
sins according to the gospel.— xxxiv. The absurdity of the 
christian religion with respect to infants, and strict moralists; 
XXXV. The harshness and cruelty of Christ's fundamental doc- 
trines ; and xxxvi. Tlic extravagance of the grand article of the 
christian faith; if mankind are not in a corrupt and lost 
estate. 



FIFTH PART. 

The doctrine of man's fall being established by such a va- 
riety of arguments ; first, a few natural inferences are added : 
secondly, various /ofo/ conseqiunces attending the ignorance of 
our lost estate: thirdly, the unspe/ikable advantages arising 
from the right knowledge of it. 

The whole is concluded with an address to the serious 
Reader^ who inquires what he must do to be saved — ^And with 
an APPENDIX, concerning the evangelical harmony, that sub- 
sists between living faith and lovii^ obedience. 



INTRODUCTION. 



IN religious matters we easily run into extremes. No- 
thing is more common than to see people embracing one 
error,, under the plausible pretence of avoiding another. 

Many, through fear of infidelity, during the night of 
ignorance and storm of passion, run against the wild rocks 
of superstition and enthusiasm ; and frequently do it with 
such force, that they make shipwreck ofthefaithf and have 
litde of godliness left, except a few broken pieces of its 
Jbrm* 

Numbers, to shun that fatal error^ steer quite a contrary 
course : supposing themselves guided by the compass of 
reason, when they only follow that of prejudice, with equal 
violence they dash their speculative brains against the op- 
posite rocks of deism and prophaneness ; and fondly con- 
gratulate themselves on escaping the shelves of fanaticism, 
whilst the leaky bark of their hopes is ready to sink; and 
that of their morals is perhaps sunk already. Thus, both 
equally over-look sober, rational, heart-felt piety, that lies 
between those wide and dangerous extremes. 

To point out the happy medium which they have 
missed, and call them back to the narrow path, where rea- 
son and revelation walk hand in hand, is the design of 
these sheets. May the Father of lights so shine upon the 
reader's mind, that he may clearly discover truth, and 
notwithstanding the severity of her aspect, prefer her to 
the most soothing error ! 

If he is one of those, who affect to be the warm votaries 
of reason, he is intreated to be a cfo^e-thinker, as well as a 
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yr^e-thinker ; and with careful attention to consider rea- 
son's dictates, before he concludes, that they agree with 
his favourite sentiments. He has, no doubt, too much 
candour, not to grant so equitable a request ; too much 
justice, to set aside matter of fact ; and too much good 
sense, to disregard an appeal to common sense^ 

Should he incline to the opposite extreme, and cry down 
our rational powers ; he is desired to remember, rig-ht rea* 
8on^ which is that 1 appeal to, is a ray of the light that 
enlightens every man who comes into the worlds and a beam 
of the eternal Logos ^ the glorious Sun of righteousness* 

God, far from blaming a proper use of the noble facultyt 
by which we are chiefly distinguished from brutes, gra- 
ciously invites us to the exercise of it : Come norv^ says he, 
and let us reason together. Jesus commends the unjust 
steward, for reasoning better upon his wrong, than the 
children of light upon their right principles* Samuel de- 
sires the Israelites to stand still f that he may reason with 
them before the Lord^ St. Peter charges believers to give 
an answer to every one^ that asketh them a reason of their 
hope. And St Paul, who reasoned so conclusively him- 
self, intimates, that wicked men are unreasonable; and 
declares, that a total dedication of ourselves to God Is our 
reasonable service: and while he challenges the vain 
disputers of this worldj who would make jests pass for 
proofs, invectives for arguments, and sophistry for reason ; 
he charges Titus to use, not merely sound speech^ but, as 
the original also means, sound reason, that he who is of 
the contrary part may be ashamed. ^ 

Let us then, following his advice and example, pay a 
due regard both to reason and revelation : So shall we, ac- 
cording to his candid direction, break the shackles of pre- 
judice, prove all things; and, by divine grace, hold fast 
that which is good* 
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FIR8T PART. 



IN every religion there is a principal truth or error, 
which like the first link of a chain, necessarily draws after 
it all the parts with which it is essentially connected. This 
leading principle, in Christianity distinguished from deism, 
is the doctrine of our corrupt and lost estate : for if man is 
not at variance with his Creator, what need of a Mediator 
between God and him ? If he is not a depraved^ undone 
creature, what necessity of so wonderful a Restorer and 
Saviour as die Son of God ? If he is not inslaved to sin, 
why is he redeemed by Jesus Christ? If he is not polluted^ 
why must he be washed in the blood of that immaculate 
Lamb P If his soul is not disordered^ what occasion is there 
for such a divine Physician ? If he is not helpless and mi- 
serable^ why is he perpetually invited to secure the assist- 
ance and consolations of the Holy Spirit f and in a word^ if 
he is not bom in sin^ why is a netv birth so absolutely ne- 
cessary, that Christ declares with the most solemn asseve- 
rations, without it no man can see the kingdom of God? 
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The doctrine then being of such importance, that ge- 
nuine Christianity stands or falls with it ; it may be proper 
to state it at large : and as this cannot be done in stronger 
and plainer words, than those of the sacred writers, and 
our pious reformers ; I beg leave to collect them, and pre- 
sent the reader with a picture of our natural estate, drawn 
at full length by those ancient and masterly hands. 

I. Moses, who informs us, that God created man in his 
oxvn image^ and after his likeness^ soon casts a shade upon 
his original dignity, by giving us a sad account of his falL 
He represents him after his disobedience, as a criminal 
under sentence of death ; a wretch filled with guilt, shame, 
dread, and horror ; and a vagabond, turned out of a lost 
paradise into a. cursed wilderness, where all bears the 
stamp of desolation for his sake. Cjen. iii. 1 T. In conse- 
quence of this apostacy he died, and all die in him :Jbr^ by 
one man sin entered into the worid^ and death by sin ; and 
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned in 
him, who was all mankind seminally and federally col- 
lected in one individual. 1 Cor. xv. 2^. Rom. v. 12. 

The sacred historian, having informed us how the first 
man was corrupted, observes, that he begat a son in his 
own image^ sinful and mortal like himself; that his first- 
bom was a murderer ; that Abel himself offered sacrifices 
to avert divine wrath, and that the violent temper of Cain 
soon broke out in all the human species. The ^arthj says 
he, was filed with violence — alljlesh had corrupted its way 
^-'^nd God saw the wickedness of man was great in the 
earthy so great, that every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evily conti?iually. Only evil^ without 
any mixture of good: and continually, without any in- 
termission of the evil. Gen. vi. 5. 

When the deluge was over, the Lord himself gave the 
same account of his obstinately rebellious creature. The 
imagination of mail's hearty said he to Noah, is evil from 
his youth^ Gen. viii. 21. Job's friends paint us with the 
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same colours : One of them observes, that J!£m is born Hie 
the wild ass^s colt : And another, that he is abominable and 
filthii and drinks iniquity like water. Job xi. 12, and xv. 
16. ' 

David doth not alter the hideous portrait : The Lord^ 
says he, looked down from heaven upon the children of men; 
to see if there were any that did understand and seek God^ 
And the result of the divine inspection is : They are aU 
gone aside^ they are altogether become filthy : There is none 
that doth good^ no not one. PsaL xiv. 2. Solomon gives 
a finishing stroke to his father's draught, by informing as^ 
th2Lt foolishness is bound in the heart of a childj and not of a 
child only, for he adds. The heart of the sons of men is full 
ofevil^ and while they live madness is in their heart. Prov. 
xxii. 15. Eccl. ix. 3. 

Isaiah corroborates the assertions of the royal prophets, 
in the following mournful confession : All we^ like sheep, 
have gone astray^^We are all as an unclean things and all 
our righteousnesses are as filthy rags. Isa* liii. 6. and 
Ixiv. 6. 

Jeremiah confirms the deplorable truth, where he says : 
The sin ofjudah is written ivith a pen of iron^ and with 
the point of a diamond; it is graven upon the tables of their 
hearts. Jerusalem^ wash thy heart from wickedness f 
that thou mayest be saved For the hfart is deceitful above 
all things^ and desperately wicked: Who can know it ? Jer. 
iv. 14. and xvii. 1. 9. 

Thus the prophets delineate mankind in a natural, im- 
penitent state* And do the apostles dip their pencil in 
brighter colours ? Let them speak for themselves. The 
chief of them informs us, that the natural^ unrenewed man 
receives not the things of the Spirit of God^ and that they 
are foolishness to him. 1 Cor. ii. 14. And he lays it down 
as matter of fact, that the carnal mind^ the taste and dis- 
position of every unregenerate person, is not only averse 
to goodness, but enmity itself against Godj the adorable 
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founudn of all excellence. A blacker line can hardly be 
drawn, to describe a fallen, diabolical nature* Rom. viii. f. 

Various are the names, which the aposde of the gentiles 
gives to our original corruption ; and they are all ex* 
pressive of its pernicious nature^ and dreadful eflfects. He 
calls it emphatically sin, a sin so full of activity and ener- 
gy-, that it is the life and spring of all others : Indwelling 
Sfn^ a sin which is not like the leaves and fruits of a bad 
tree, that aippear for a time, and then drop off; but like the 
sap that dwells and works within, always ready to break 
out at every bud :— The body of sin^ because it is an tt- 
semblage of all possible sins in embr}*o, as our body is m 
assemblage of all the members which constituted the faa« 
man frame : — The law of sinusoid the law in owr memherif 
because it hath a constraining force, and rules in our mortal 
bodies, as a mighty tyrant in the kingdom which he hath 
usurped i^^The old man^ because we have it from the first 
man, Adam ; and because it is as old as the first stamina of 
our frame, with which it is most closely interwoven |—-TAe 
fleshy as being propogated by carnal generation, and always 
opposing the Spirit, the gracious principle, which we have 
from Adam the second : — And concupiscencef that mysdc 
Jezebel, who brings forth the infinite variety of fleshlf, 
worldly f and mental lusts^ which war against the sonL 

Nor are St. James and St. John less severe than St. 
Paul, upon the unconverted man. The one observes, that 
his wisdom^ the best property naturally belonging to him, 
descendeth not from above, hut is earthly ^ sensual^ and de* 
vilish : And the other positively declares, that the whole 
world lieth in wickedness. Jam. iii. 15. 1 Joh. v. 10. 

Our Lord, whose spirit inspired the prophets and apos- 
tles, confirms their lamentable testimony. To make us 
seriously consider sin, our mortal disease, he reminds us^ 
that the ivhole have no need of a phijsiciany hut they that are 
sick, Luke v. 31. He declares that men love darkriess ra* 
ther than light. That the tvorld hates him ; and that its 
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works are evih John iii. 19* and xv. 18. and vii. 7. He 
directs all to pray for the pardon ofsin^ as being coil^ and 
owing ten thousand talents to their heavenly creditor. Mat« 
vi. 12. vii. 11. xviii. 2^* And he assures us, that the things 
whicf^ defile the man^ come from within ; and that out of 
the heart proceed evil thoughts^ adulteries^ fornications, 
murders^ thefts^ covetousnesSj wickedness^ deceit, ladviouS" 
ness^ an evil eye^ blasphemy^ pride, foolishness^ and, in a 
word, ALL MORAL EVIL. Mark vji. 21. Mat. xv. 19. 

Some, indeed, confine what the scriptures say of the de- 
pravity of the human heart, to the abandoned heathens and 
persecuting Jews ; as if the professors of morality, and 
Christianity were not concerned in the dreadful ' charge. 
But if the apostolic writings affirm, that Christ came not 
to call the righteous^ but sinners ; that he died for the un- 
godly ; and that he suffered the just for the unjust ; it 
18 plain, that unless he did not suffer and die for moral 
men and christians, they arc by nature sinners^ ungodly^ 
and unjust as the rest of mankind. Rom. v. 6. 1 Pet. iii. 1 8. 

If this assertion seems severe, let some of the best men 
that ever lived, decide the point, not by the experience of 
immoral persons, but by their own. I abhor myself says 
Job, and repent in dust and ashes. Job xlii. 6. Behold I 
was shapen in iniquity^ says David, and in sin did my mo" 
ther conceive me. Ps. li. 5. Wo is me for I am undoncy say^ 
Isaiah, because lam a man of unclean lips, Isa. vi. 5. / 
knowy says PauU that in me^ that is^ in my fleshy dwelleth 
no good thing* Rom. vii. 18. We ourselves^ says he, to Ti- 
tus, were sometimes foolish, disobedient ^ deceived^ serving 
divers lusts and pleasures ^ living in malice and envy^ hate* 
ful and hating one another^ Tit. iii. 3. And speaking of 
himself, and the christians at Ephesus, he leaves upon re- 
cord, this memorable sentence: We were by nature the 
children of wrath even as others^ Eph. ii. 3. Such hum- 
bling thoughts have the best of men entertained" both of 

their natural estate, and themselves ! 

2E 
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But as no one is a more proper person to appeal to, in 
this matter, than this learned apostle, who, by continuaQy 
conversing with Jews, Heathens, and Christians in his tra- 
vels, had such an opportunity of knowing mankind ; let us 
hear him sum up the su£frages of his inspired brethren* 
What then^ says he, are we better than they ? Better than 
the immoral Pagans and hypocritical Jews, described in 
the two preceding chapters ? Noy in no wise. And he 
proves it by observing: ^1) The universality of human 
corruption : all are under sin^ as it is written, there is 
KONB righteous^ no not one : (2.) The extent of it in in- 
dividuals, as it effects the whole man, especially his mind; 
there is none that understandeth the things of God : His 
affections, tliere is none that seeketh after God : And his 
actions, they are all gone out of the way of duty : There it 
none that doeth good^ no not one: For all have their cofh 
versation in the lusts of the flesh and of the mind.^^{3.^ 
The ouTBREAKiNGs of this corruption through all the 
parts of the body : Their throaty their lips, their mouth, 
their feet, their eyes^ and all their members are together be* 
come unprofitable, and instrumefUs of unrighteousness. As 
for their tongue, says St. James, it is a world of tniquity, 
it defileth the whole body, and sets on fire the course ofna* 
ture, and is set on fire of hell. And lastly, its malignity 
and virulence: It is loathsome as an open sepulchre, 
terrible as one who runs to shed blood, and mortal as the 
poison of asps. 

From the whole, speaking of all mankind in their unre- 
generate state, he justly infers that destruction and mise- 
ry are in their ways. And lest the self-righteous should 
flatter themselves that this alarming declaration doth not 
regard them, he adds, that the scriptures conclude all un- 
der sin ; that there is no difference, for all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of God ; and that the moral 
law denounces a general curse against its violators, that 
every mouth may be stopped and all the world maiy 
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become guilty before Go(L Rom. iii. 9 to 23. vu 19. £ph. 
11. 2. 

If man is thus corrupt and guilty, he must be liable to 
condign punishment* Therefore, as the prophets and apos* 
ties agree with our Lord^ in their dismal descriptions of 
his depravity; so they harmonize with him, in their 
alarming accounts of his danger. Till he flies to the Re- 
deemer as a condemned malefactor, and secures an inte- 
rest in the salvation provided for the lost, they represent 
him as on the brink of ruin. 

They inform us, that the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven^noi only against some attrocious crimes^ but against 
ALL unrighteousness of men* Rom. i. 18. That evert 
transgression and disobedience, shall receive a just recom^ 
pense of reward. Heb. ii. 2. That the soul that sinneth 
shall diCt because the wages of sin is deaths Ezek. xviii.4. 
Rom. vi. 23. They declare, that they are cursed^ who do 
err from God's commandments : That cursed is the man, 
whose heart departeth from the Lord : That cursed is eve* 
ry one, who cmtinues not in (Ul, things, which are written 
in the book of the law to do them : That whosoever shall 
keep the whole law, and yet offend in one point, is guilty of 
all: And that, as many €LS have sinned without law, shall 
also perish without law. Ps. cxiz* 2U Jer. xvii. 5 GaL iii* 
10. Jam. ii. 10. Rom. ii. 12. 

They intreat us to turn, lest we should be found with the 
many, in the broad way to destructio n, £z. xviii. 23. MatL 
vii. 13. They affectionately inform us, that it is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God: That our 
God is a consuming fire to the unregeneratc : That indig- 
nation and wrath, tribulation and anguish^ hang over every 
soul of man who doeth evil : That the Lord shall be reveal' 
edfrom heaven in flaming fire, to take vengeance on them, 
who know him not, and obey not the gospel: That the wick- 
ed shall be turned into hellj and all the people who forget 
God : That they shall be punished with eternal destruction, 
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from the presence of the Lord^ and from the glory of his 
povcer : And that they all shall be damned^ who Mieve not 
the truth, but have pleasure in unrighteousness. Heb. x. 
31. and xiu 29. Rom. ii* 9. 2* 2 Thes« L 8. and ii. 12. 
Ps. ix. 17* 

Nor does oar Lord^ who is both the fountain and pat- 
tern of true charity^ speak a different language. He bids 
us fear him who is able to destroy both soul and body in 
hell : Luke xii. 5. He solemnly charges us to oppose cor- 
rupt nature with the utmost resolution, lest we be cast into 
hell, where the worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenched. 
Mark ix. 43. With tenderness he informs us, that whom 
soever shall say to hts brother. Thou fool / shall be in don* 
ger of hell fire; that not only the wicked^ but the unprqfii 
able servant shall be cast into outer darkness, where will be 
weepings wailing, and gnashing of teeth : And that he 
himself, far from conniving at sin, will fix the doom of all 
impenitent sinners, by this dreadful sentence : Depart from 
me, ye cursed: into everlasting fire, prepared for thedevU 
and his angels. Matt. v. 22. and xxv. 30. 41. 

II. I flatter myself that the doctrine, which we are to 
try by the touch-stone of reason, has been already suffi- 
ciently established from scripture. Nevertheless, that the 
reader may have the fullest view of so momentous a sub- 
ject, I shall yet present him with a recapitulation of the 
whole, in the words of our pious reformers, taken out of 
the Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy of the church of Eng- 
land. 

The 9th article thus describes our depravity and danger : 
** Original, or birth-sin, is the fault and corruption of the 
nature of every man, that naturally is engendered of the 
ofFsprintj of Adam ; whereby man is ver}' far gone from 
original righteousness, and is of his own nature inclined to 
evil, so that liie flesh lusteth always contn\ry to the spi- 
rit; and therefore in every person bcrn into this world, if 
J •servcih God*s wrath and damnation." 
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The 35th article gives sanction to the Homilies in the 
following words ; " The book of Homilies contains a good 
and wholesome doctrine, and therefore we judge them to 
be read in churches, by ministers, diligently and distinctly, 
that they may be understood by the people.'* Let us then 
see, how they set forth the good and wholesome^ though 
lamentable and humbling doctrine of our lost estate. 

The title of the 2d is, ^ A sermon of the misery of man- 
kind, and of his condemnation to death everlasting by his 
sin." In the close of it, the contents are summed up in 
these words: ** We have heard how evil we are of our- 
selves ; how of ourselves, and hy ourselves we have no 
goodness, help, or salvation : but on the contrary, sin, dam- 
nation, and death everlasting.'* 

Our church is uniform in her woful accounts of man's 
misery. Hear her in the 1st Homily for Whitsunday : 
*< Man, OF HIS own nature (since the fall) is fleshly and 
carnal, corrupt and nought, sinful and disobedient to God, 
without any spark of goodness in him, without any vir- 
tuous or godly motion, only given to evil thpughts and 
wicked deeds." 

In the Homily on the nativity, she speaks thus : *^ He 
(disobedient man) was now cursed and abhorred : Instead 
of the image of God, he was now become the image of the 
devil, the bond-slave of hell. Altogether spotted and de- 
filed, he seemed to be nothing else but a lump of sin ; and 
therefore, by the just judgment of God, he was condemned 
to everlasting death. Thus, in Adam, all men became 
universally mortal, having in themselves nothing but ♦ever- 
lasting damnation of body and soul." 

* Prejudiced persons, who, instead of considering^ the entire system 
of truth, run away with a part detached from the whole, will be of- 
fended here, as if our church " damned evcrj* body.** But the candid 
reader will easily observe, that, instead of dooming any one to destruc- 
tion, she only declares, tliat the Saviour finds all men in a state of con- 
demnation and misery, where they would ctemaUy remain^ were it no^ 
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The same doctrine is delivered with the same plainness 
in the 2d part of the Homily on the passion. ^ Adam died 
the death, that is, became mortal, lost the favour of Gody 
and was cast out of paradisCf being no longer a citizen of 
heaven, but a firebrand of hell, and a bond-slave of the de* 
viL And St* Paul bears witness, that by Adam's oflRmce 
death came upon all men to condemnation, who became 
pbun reprobates, and cast-aways, being perpetually damned 
to the everlasting pains of hell-fire. 

Agreeably to this, we are taught, in the 2d part of die 
Homily on repentance, that *^ part of that virtue conusts 
in an unfeigned acknowledgment of our sins to God, whonif 
by them, we have so grievously offended, that if he ahould 
deal with us according to his justice, we deserve a dioui 
sand hellsf if there were so many*'' 

The same vein of wholesome, though unpleasant doc* 
trine, runs through the Liturgy of our church* She opens 
her service by exhorting us not to dissemble nor cloak oar 
manifold sins and wickedness* She acknowledges in her 
confessions, that we have erred and strayed from GwPs 
waySy like lost 5&«^p,— -that there is no health in us^^^^hat 
we are miserable sinners, miserable offenders^ to whom our 
sins are grievous^ and the burden of them is intolerable. 

She begins her baptismal office, by reminding us, that 
all men are conceived and born in sin. She teaches in her 
catechism, that we are by nature bom in sin and the chiU 
dren of wrath* She confesses in the collect before the ge* 
neral thanksgiving, that we are tied and bound with the 
chain of our sins, and entreats God to let the pitifulness of 
his great mercy loose us i and in her suffrages she be- 
seeches him to have mercy upon usy to spare us, and mate 

for the compassionate equity of our gracious God, whidi does not per- 
mit him to sentence to a conscioitaness of eternal torments, any one of his 
creatures, for a sin, of which they never were pertoTuiUy guilty ; and of 
which, consequently, they can never have any consciousneaa. 
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speed to save us; z. language that can suit none but con- 
demned sinners. 

Duly sensible of our extreme danger, till we have se- 
cured an interest in Christ, at the grave she supplicates the 
fnost holy Gody not to deliver us into the bitter pains ofetet'^ 
nal death ; and in the litany she beseeches our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by his agony and bloody sweaty by his cross and 
passion^ to deliver us from his wrath and everlasting dam^ 
nation. Thus is our church every where consistent with 
herself, and with the oracles of God, in representing us as 
corrupt^ condemned creatures, in Adam ; till we are pem- 
tent, absolved believers in Jesus Christ. 

The doctrine to be demonstrated in this treatise being 
thus fully stated, in the consentaneous words of die sacred 
writers, and our pious reformers, I shall close this part by 
an appeal to the reader^s candor and common sense. If 
such are the sentiments of our church, are those church" 
men reasonable, who intimate, that all the maintainers of 
them are either her open or secret enemies ? and may they 
rank with modest, humble christians^ who, instead of the 
self-abasing scripture doctrine here laid down, boldly sub- 
stitute pompous, pharisaic descriptions of the present dig- 
nity and rectitude of human nature i without waiting fw 
the obvious answer, I pass to the first class of arguments, 
on which the truth of this mortifying doctrine is esta- 
blished. 
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AS no man is bound to believe what is contrary to com- 
mon sense ; if the above-stated doctrine appears irradonal, 
Scriptures, Articles, Homilies, and Liturgy, are quoted in 
vain : AVhen men of parts are pressed with their authority, 
they start from it as an imposition on their reason* and 
make as honorable a retreat as they possibly can« 

Some, to extricate themselves at once, set the Bible asidci 
as full of incredible assertions. Othersy with more mo* 
desty, plead that the scriptures have been frequendy mis- 
understood, and are so in the present case* They put 
grammar, criticism, and common sense to the rack, to 
shew that when the inspired writers say^ the human heart 
is desperately wtckedy they mean that it is extremely good; 
or at least like blank paper, ready to receive either the 
characters of virtue, or of vice. With respect to the tes- 
timony of our reformers, they would have you to imder- 
stand, that in this enlightened age, we must leave their 
harsh, uncharitable sentiments, to the old puritans, and the 
present methodists. 

That such objectors may subscribe as a solemn truth, 
What they have hitherto rejected as a dangerous error; 
and that humbled sinners may see the propriety of an 
heart-felt repentance, and the absolute need of an almighty 
Redeemer ; they are here presented with some proofs of 
our depravity, taken from the astonishing severity of God's 
dispensations towards mankind. 
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If we consider the supreme Bemg, as creating a world 
/or the manifestation of his glory, the display of his perfec- 
tions, and the communication of his happiness to an intel- 
ligent creature, whom he would attach to himself by the 
strongest ties of gratitude and love ; we at once* perceive, 
that he never could form this earth and man in their pre- 
sent, disordered, deplorable condition. It is not so absurd 
to suppose the meridian sun productive of darkness, as to 
imagine diat infinite goodness ever produced any kind or 
degree of eviL 

Infinite holiness and wisdom having assisted infinite 
goodness, to draw the original plan of the world ; it could 
not but be entirely worthy of its glorious author, absolute- 
ly free from every moral defilement, and natural disorder: 
nor could infinite power possibly be at a loss, to execute 
what the other divine attributes had contrived* Therefore, 
unless we embrace the senseless opinion of the materialists, 
who deny the being of a God; or admit the ridiculous 
creed of the manichees, who adore two Gods, the one die 
gracious author of all the good, and the other the mischie« 
vous principle of all the evil in the world ;«« we must con- 
clude with Mosesy that ei>ery thing which Cod made^ was 
at first very good; or in other words, that order and beau- 
ty, harmony and happiness, were stamped upon every part 
of the creation, and more especially on man, the master- 
piece of creating power in thu sublunary world* On this 
axioqf . I raise my 

I. ARGUMENT. 

Does not the natural state of the earth cast a light upon 
the spiritual condiuon of its inhabitants ? Amidst a thour 
sand beauties, that indicate what it was, when God pro' 

3F 
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nounced it very g$od^ and as the origmal also imports, f j^- 
tremely beautiful: Amidst the elegant and grand ruins, 
which form the variety of our smiling landscapes, and ro- 
mantic prospects ; can an impartial inquirer help taking no- 
tice of a thousand striking proo£i, that a multiplied curse 
rests upon this globe ; and that man, who inhabits it, is now 
disgraced by die God of nature and providence ? 

Here deceitful morasses, or faithless quicksands obstruct 
our way : There, miry, impassible roads, or inhospitaUe 
sandy deserts, endanger our life. In one place, we are 
stopped by stupendous chains of rocky mountains, broken 
into frightful piccipices, or hideous caverns: And in an- 
other, we meet with nunous valleys, cut deep by t o ire n t s 
and water -falls, whose tremendous roar stuns the astonish- 
ed traveller. Many of the hills are stony, rude, and wisste ; 
and most of the plains are covered over with strata of bar- 
ren sand, stiff day, or infertile graveh 

Thorns, ''Nhisdes, and noxious weeds grow spontaneous- 
ly every where, and yield a troublesome, never-faiSng 
crop : While the best soil, carefully plowed by the labori- 
ous husbandman, and sown with precious seed, frequently 
repays his expensive toil with light sheaves ; or a blasted 
harvest. 

Consider that immense part of the globe, which lies be- 
tween the tropics : it is parched up by the scorching beams 
of the vertical sun : There, the tauny inhabitants fan them- 
selves in vain ; they pant, they melt, they faint on the sultry 
couch, and like the birds of night, dare not appear abroad 
till evening shades temper the insufferable blasLe of day. 
View the frozen countries around the poles : In suitimer, 

• Those who oppose the doctrine of the fall, say that, " Weedi ha*-e 
their use." I grant they are serviceable to thousands of poor people, 
who earn their bread by pulling the general nuisance out of our fields 
and gardens : Rut till our objectors, Iiave proved that thistles are more 
useful, and therefore grow more spontaneously, and multiply more 
a])undantly, tlum com ; we shall discover the badness of their 
through tlie slightness of their objection. 
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the 8UD just glances upon them by his feeble, horizontal 
nqrs: In winter, he totally deserts them, and they lie 
bound with rigorous frosts, and buried in continual night. 
There, the torpid inhabitants know neither harvest nor vin- 
tage, the ocean seems a boundless plain of ice^and thecon« 
tinent immense hills of snow. 

The temperate zones are indeed blessed with milder 
climates : But even here, bow irregular ^re the seasons ! 
To go no farther than this favoured island. What means 
the strange foresight, by which the ice of January is laid 
in to temper the ardours of July ; and the burning mine- 
ral is stored in June, to mitigate the frost in December i 
But notwithstandmg these precautions, what continual 
complaints are heard, about the intenseness of the heat, the 
severity of the cold, or the sudden pernicious change from 
the one to the other ! 

Let us descend to particulars* In winter, how often do 
drifts of snow bury the starved sheep, and entomb the 
irozen traveller ! In sununer, how frequendy do dread- 
ful storms of hail cut down, or incessant showers ^of rain 
wash away the fruits of the earth ! Perhaps, to complete 
the desolation, water pours down from all the neighbour- 
ing hiUs; and the swelling streams, joining with overflow- 
ing rivers, cause sudden inundations, lay waste the richest 
pastures, and carry off the swimming flocks ; while the 
frighted inhabitants* of the vale, either retire to the top of 
their deluged houses^ or by the timely assistance of boats, 
fly from the imminent and increasing danger. 

If heaven seems to dissolve into water ii| one place, in 
another it is like brass ; it yields neither fruitfid rains nor 
cooling dews : The earth is like iron under it, and the pe- 
rishing cattle loll out their parched tongues, where they 
once drank the refreshing stream. Suppose a few happy 
districts escape these dreadful scourges for a number of 

* This was the case of several fiui^ilies in the author*;* parlshj XQvein* 
her 1770, 
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years, are they not at last visited with redoubled severity ? 
And, whilst abused aiBuence vanishes as a dream before 
the intolerable dearth, do not a starving, ^riotous populaee, 
leave their wretched cottages, to plunder the houses of 
their wealty neighbours, desperately venturing the gallowa 
for a morsel of bread- 
When some, secure from the attacks of water, quietly 
enjoy the comforts of plenty, ^re perhaps surprises them 
in an instant : They awake, involved in smoke, and sur- 
rounded by crackling flames, through which (if it is not too 
late) they fly naked at the hazard of their neck, and think 
themselves happy if, while they leave behind them, young 
children or aged parents, burning in the blaze of all thdr 
goods, they escape themselves with dislocated joints or 
broken bones. Their piercing shrieks, and the fall of their 
house, seem to portend a general conflagration ; loud con- 
fusion increases, disasterous nun spreads; andperiiapsy 
before they can be stopped, a street, a suburb, a whole city 
is reduced to ashes. 

Turn your imagination from the smoaking ruins, to fix 
it upon the terrifying effects of the air, agitated into roar- 
ing tempests and boisterous hurricanes, before their impe- 
tuous blast, the masts of ships and cedars of Lebanon, are 
like broken reeds ; men of war, and solid buildings like 
the driven chaff. Here, they strip the groaning forest, 
tear the bosom of the earth ; and obscure the sky with 
clouds of whirling sand : And there they plough up the 
liquid foaming plains, and with sportive fury turn up moun- 
tains for ridges, or cut valleys instead of furrows. As 
they pass along, the confounded elements dreadfully roar 
imder the mighty scourge, the rolling sea tosses herself up 
to heaven, and solid land is sufeft tinth the besom of de- 
struction. 

To heighten the horror of the scene, thunder, the ma- 
jestic voice of an angry God, and the awful aruUery of 

* This happened some years ttfgo in this neighbourhoocL 
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heaven, bursts in loud claps from the lowering sky. Dis- 
tant hills rererberate and increase the alarming sound, 
and with rocking edifices declare to man, that vengeance 
belonffeth unto God: And, to enforce the solemn wamingf 
repeated flashes of lightnings with horrible glare* dazzle 
his eyes, and with forked fires strike consternation into his 
breast ; if they do not actually strike hiiA dead, in the 
midst of his shattered habitation. 

Nor doth heaven alone dart destructive fires ; earthy our 
mother earth, as if it were not enough frequently to cor- 
rupt the atmosphere by pestilential vapours, borrows the 
assistance of the devouring element* to terrify and scourge 
her guilty children. By sudden, frightful chasms, and the 
mouth of her burning moontsdns, she vomits clouds of 
smoke, sulphureous flames, and calcined rocks; she emits 
streams of melted minerals, covers the adjacent plains with 
boiUng fiery lavas ; and, as if she wanted to ease herself of 
the burthen of her inhabitants, suddenly rises against them« 
and in batiks of shaking at once crushes, destroys, and 
buries them in heaps of ruins. 

These astonishing scenes, like a bloody battle that is seen 
at a distance, may indeed entertain us: They may amuse 
our imagination, when in a peaceful apartment, we behold 
them beautifully represented by the pen of a Virgil, or the 
pencil of a Raphael. But to be in the midst of them* as 
thousands are sooner or later, is inexpressibly dreadful : It 
is actually to see the fore-runners of divine vengeance, and 
bear the shaking of God's destructive rod : It is to behold 
at once a lively emblem, and an awful pledge of that fre 
and brimstone f storm and tempest, which the righteous Go- 
vernor of the world will rain upon the ungodly ; when the 
heaioens shall pass awey with a great noise, the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat, and the earth, with the works 
that are therein, shall be burnt up. 

Now as reason loudly declares, that the God of order* 
justice, and goodness^ could never establish and continue 
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this fearful courae of things, but to punish the diBorden of 
the moral vrorld by those of the natunl : W9 must oon* 
elude that man is guilty, from the alanning tokens of di- 
vine displeasure, which sooner or later are so cooqacuMis 
in every part of the habitable globe. 

II. ARGUMENT* 

We have taken a view of die residence of mankind ; kt 
us now behold them entering upon the disordered scenes 
And here reason informs us, that some mystery of iMqui- 
ty lies hid under die loadisome, painful, and frequent^ 
mortal circumstances, which accompany their Urdu For 
it can never be imagined, tbatns righteous and good God, 
would suffer innocent and pure creatures, to come into die 
world skilled in no language but that of misery, vendng it* 
self in bitter cries, or doleful accents. 

It is a matter of fact, that infants gtneratttf retuAli their ' 
first breath with a groan, and salute the light with die 
voice of sorrow : Generally^ I say, for sometimes they are 
born half-dead, and cannot without the utmost difficulty be 
brought to breathe and groan. But all are borB at the 
hazard of their lives : For, while some cannot press into 
the land of the living, without being dangerously bruised; 
others hare their tender bones dislocated. Some are al- 
most strangled ; and it is the horrible fate of others, to be 
forced into the world by instruments of torture ; having 
their scull bored through or broken to pieces, or dieir 
quivering limbs cut or torn off from the unfortunate trunk* ' 
Again, 

While some appear on the stage of life embarrassed 
with superfluous parts, others unaccountably mutilated, 
want those which are necessary : And what is more terri- 
ble still, a few, whose hideous, mishapen bodies seem cal- 
culated to represent the deformity of a fallen soul, rank 
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among fiigfatful tnonsten ; and to termmate the horror of 
die parents, are actuafly smoothered and destroyed. 

The spectators* it is true, concerned for the honour of 
mankind^ frequendy draw a veil over these shocking and 
Uoody scenes ; but a philosopher will find them out, and 
will rationally infer that the dejdorable and dangerous man- 
'iier in which mankind are bom* proves them to be dege- 
nerate fallen creatures."*^ 

IIL ARGUMENT. 

If we let our thoughts ascend, from the little sufferen, 
to the mothers thalbearthem ; we shall find another dread- 
ful proof of the divine displeasure and of our natural de- 
psavity* Does not a good master, much more a gracious 
God, deUght in the prosperi^ and happiness of his faith- 
ful servants? If mankind were naturally in their Creator's 
favour, would he not order the fruit of the womb to drop 
hottL it, without any more inconveniency, than ripe vege- 
tables fall from the openmg husk, or full-grown fnut from 
the disburdened tree i But how widely different is the 
easel 

Fix your attention on pregnant mothers : See their dis- 
quietude and fears. Some go before hand through an im- 
aginary travail, almost as painful to the mind, as the real 

* Logicians will excuse the author, if he prefers the common, unaf- 
fected manner of proposing his arguments, to the formal method of the 
schools. But they may easily try his enthymemes by giving them the 
form of syllogisms, thus : 

I. Argument If the rod of God is fearfully shaken over this globe, 
the disordered habitation of mankind ; it is a sign they are under his 
displeasure. 

But God's rod is fearfully shaken over this globe, &c. Therefore man- 
kind are under his displeasure. 

IT. Argument A pure and innocent creature cannot be bom under 
inch and such deplorable circumstances. 

But man is bom under such and such deplorable circumstances. 
Therefore man is not a pure and innocent creature. 
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labour is to the body. The dreaded hour comes at last.*— 
Good God! What lingermg, what tearing pains; what 
redoubled throes, what killing agonies attend it! See the 
curse— or rather, see it not. Let the daughter of her w:ho 
tasted the forbidden fruit without the man, drink that bit- 
ter cup without him. Fly from the mournful scene^ fly. to 
distant apartments^— But in vain — ^The din of sorrow pur?, 
sues and overtakes you there. 

A child of man is at the point of being bom ; his tortur- 
ed mother procUdms the news in the bitterest accents^ 
They inci^ease with her increasing agony. Sjonpathize 
and pray, while she suffers and groans-— Perhaps while 
she sufiers and dies: For it is possiUy her dying gtoaa 
that reaches your ear. Perhaps nature is spent in die 
hard travail; her son is bom, and with Jacob's wifie^ 
she closes her languid eye and expires. Perhaps the instca* 
ments of death are upon her : The keen steel mang^ her 
delicate frame : As Cesar's mother ; she generously sof* 
fers her body to be opened, that her unborn duld maynot 
be torn from her in pieces ; and the fertile tree is »ityt^y, 
rally cut down that its fruits may be safely gathered. 

Perhaps neither mother nor child can be saved, and one 
grave is going to deprive a distracted mortal of a beloved 
Rachel, and a long expected Benjamin. If this is the 
case, O earth, earth, earth, conceal these slain, cover their 
blood, and detain in thy dark bosom, the fearful curse that 
brought them there. Vain wish ! Too active to be con- 
fined in thy deepest vaults, it ranges through the world : 
With unrelenting fierceness it pursues trembling mothers, 
and forces them to lift up their voice for speedy relief: 
Though varied according to the accents of an hun- 
dred languages, it is the same voice — ^that of the bitterest 
anguish ; — And while it is reverberated from ham- 
let to hamlet, from city to city, it strikes the unprejudiced 
inquirer, and makes him confess, that these clouds of un- 
bribed witnesses, by their loud^ consentaneous evidence^ 
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impeach Sin, the tormentor of the woman^ and murderer 
of her offspring. 

But suppose the case is not so fatal, and she is at last 
delivered ; her labour may be over, yet not her pKin and 
danger ; a lingering weakness may carry her slowly to het 
grave. If she recovers, she may be a mother, and yet 
unable to act a mother^s part. Her pining child sucks her 
disordered breast in vain : Either the springs of his balmy 
food are dried up^ or they overflow with a putrid loathe- 
some fluid, and excruciating ulcers cause the soft lips of 
the infant, to appear terrible as the edge of the sword. 

If she happily escapes this common kind of distress^ 
yet she may date the beginning of some chronical disease, 
from her dangerous lying-in ; and in consequence of her 
hard wrestling for the blessing of a child, may with the 
patriarch go halting all -her days. How sensible are the 
marks of divine indignation, in all these scenes of sorrow ! 
And consequently how visible our sinfulness and guilt. 

Nor can the justness of the inference be denied, under 
pretence that the females of other animals, which neither 
do nor can sin, bring forth their young with pain, as well as 
women. For, if we take a view of the whole earth, we 
shall not see any females, except the daughters of Eve, who 
groan under a periodical disorder, that intails langour and 
pain, weakness and mortal diseases, on their most bloom- 
ing days. Nor do we in general find any, that are deliver- 
ed of their offspring with half the sorrow and danger of 
women. These two remarkable circumstances loudly call 
upon us, to look for the cause of the sorrow, which attends 
the delivery of female animals, where that sorrow is most 
sensibly felt; and to admire the perfect agreement that 
subsists between the observations of natural philosophers, 
and the assertion of the most ancient historian. Gen. iii. IGt 
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IV. ARGUMENT. 

If we advert to mankind, even before they burst the 
womb of their tortured mothers, they aiford us anew proof 
of their total degeneracy. For reason dictates^ that if they 
were not conceived in sin, the Father of mercies could not, 
consistendy with his goodness and justice, command the 
cold hand of death to nip them in the unopened^ or just 
opened bud. This nevertheless happens every hour. Who 
can number the earliest miscarriages of the womb ? How 
many millions of miserable embryos feel the pangs of death 
before those of birth, and preposterously turn the fruitful 
womb into a living grave f And how many millions more 
of wretched infants, escape the dangers of their birth-day, 
and salute the troublesome light, only to take their ultimate 
leave of it, after languishing a few days on the rack of a 
convulsive, or torturing disorder i I ask again, would a 
good and righteous God seal the death-warrant of such 
multitudes of his unborn or newly born creatures, if their 
natural depravity did not render them proper subjects of 
dissolution ? 

It is true, the young of beasts suffer and die as well as 
infants ; but it is only because they are involved in our 
misery. They partake of it, as the attendants of a noble 
traitor share in his deserved ruin. Sin, that inconceivable, 
virulent, and powerful evil, drew down God's righteous 
curse upon all that was created for man's use, as well as 
upon man himself. Hence only springs the degeneracy 
and death, that turn beasts to one promiscuous dust with 
mankind. Compare Gen. iii. 17. Rom. v. 12. and viii. 22. 
Wc may then justly infer, from the sufferings and death of 
still-bom or new-born children, that man is totally de- 
generate, and liable to destruction, even from his moUier's 
womb. 
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V. ARGUMENT. 
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But take your leave of the infant corpse, already burie4 
in the womb, or deposited in a coiSn of a span long ; fix 
your attention on the healthy, sucking child. See him stu- 
pidly staring in his nurse^s lap, or awkwardly passing 
through childhood to manhood* How visible is his de- - 
generacy in every stage ! 

Part of the divine image, in which he was made in 
Adam, consisted in purity, power, and knowledge: but 
now he is naturally the least cleanly, as well as the most 
helpless and ignorant of all animals. Yes, if the reader 
could forgive the indelicacy of the assertion, for the sake 
of its truth, I would venture to shew, that there is no com«>/ 
parison between the cleanliness of the little active anim^, ^.v.. \ 
which suck the filthy swine, and of helpless infantsyieho "^m! 
suck the purer breasts of their tender mothers. But cast-' '' 

ing a veil over the dribbling, loathsome litde creatures ; ^ 

without fear of being coi^adicted, I aver, that the young \^ 
of those bcutes, which are atupid to a proverb, know their V? ^* 
dams, and follow them as soon as they are dropped ; whilst 
infants are months ?nthout taking any particular notice of 
their parents, and without being able, I shall not say to 
follow them, but even to bear the weight of their swaddled 
body, or stand upon their tottering legs. 

With reference to the knowledge necessary for the sup- 
port of animal life, it is undeniable that brutes have great- 
ly the advantage of mankind. Fowls and fishes, immedi- 
ately^ and with amazing sagacity, single out their proper 
nourishment, among a thousand useless and noxious things : 
But infants put indifferently to their mouth all that comes 
to their hand, whether it be food or poison, a coral or a 
knife : And, what is more astonishing still, grown-up per- 
sons scarce ever attain to the knovtrledgeof the quantity or 
quality of the meat and drink, which are most suitable to 
their consdtutions. 
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All disordered dogs fix at once upon the salutary vege- 
table, that can (in some cases) relieve their distress : But 
many physicians, even after several years study and prac* 
tice, hurt, and sometimes kill, their patients by improper 
medicines. Birds of passage, by mere instinct, find the 
north and south more readily than mariners by the com* 
pass. Untaught spiders weave their websf and uninstruct* 
ed bees make their combs to the gn atest perfection : But 
fallen man must serve a tedious apprenticeship to learn 
his own business ; and with all the help of masters, toolsf 
and patterns, seldom proves an ingenious artist. 

Again, other animals are provided with a natural covers 
ing, that answers the double end of usefulness and orna- 
ment : But indigent man is obliged to borrow from plants, 
beastSy and worms, the materials with which he hides his 
nakedness, or defends his feebleness : and a great part of 
his short life is spent in providing, or puf^g on and off 
garments, the gaudy tokens of his shame, or ragged badgn 
of his fall. 
•;r Are not these plain proofs^ that man, who accor^ng to 

his superior rank, and primitive excellency, should in all 
things have the pre-eminence, is now a degraded being, 
cursed for his apostacy with his native uncleanlincss, help- 
lessness, ignorance, and nakedness, above all other ani- 
mals I 

VI. ARGUMENT. 

Man's natural ignorance, great as it is, might neverthe- 
less be overlooked, if he had but the right knowledge of 
his Creator. But alas ! The holy and righteous God judi- 
cially withdraws himself from his unholy apostate creature. 
Man is not properly acquainted with him in whom he ihes, 
and moves^ and hath his being'. Tliis humbling truth may 
be demonstrated by the following obser^'ations. 

God is infinitely perfect; all the perfection which is 
found in the most exalted creatures, is but the reflection of 
the transcendent effulgence, belonging to that glorious Sun 
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of spiritual beauty ; it is but the 8ur£Eu:e of the unfathom- 
able depths of goodness and loveliness, which regenerate 
souls discover in that boundless ocean of all excellence* 
If therefore men saw God, they could far less help being 
struck with holy awe, overwhelmed with pleasing wonder, 
and ravished with delightful admiration, than a man bom 
blind, and restored to sight in the blaze of a summer's day, 
could help being transported at the g^ory of the new and 
unexpected scene.* Could we hit see virtue in all her 
beautij^ said an heathen, ^he would ravish our hearts : How 
much greater would our ravishments be, if we were in- 
dulged with a clear, immediate discovery of the divine 
beauty, the eternal original of all virtue, the^ exuberant 
fountain of all perfection and delight f But, alas! how 
few thus behold, know, and admire God, may easily be 
seen by the impious or vain conduct of mankind. 

If a multitude of men ingenuously confess, they know 
not the king; if they take his statue, or one of his atten- 
dants for him ; or if they doubt whether there be a king ; 
or sport with his name and laws in his presence; we rea- 
sonably conclude that the]! neitheir see nor knoiv the royal 
person. A:..d is not this the case of the superstitious, who, 
like the Athenians, worship an unknown God? Of idola- 
tors, who bow to favourite mortals, or lifeless images, as 
to the true God f Of infidels, who doubt the very bring 
of a God ? And of open sinners, the bulk of mankind, 
who live every where as if there was none \ 

Our natural ignorance of God, manifests itself still more 
evidently, by the confessions both of real and nominal 
christians. The former, before they knew God, and were 
admitted to behold his glory shining in the face of Jestus 
Christy bitterly complained as Isaiah, Verily thou art a God 
that hidest thyself; or mournfully asked with David, How 
long wilt thou hide thy face from me ? It is plain then, 
that, by nature, they were as others, without Cod (practi- 

* Si rirtos conipiceretur ooolis, mirabilct ankores excitaret fuL Ctt. 
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c«l atheists) m <&e worlds and have as much reason as St 
Paul to declare, that the world by wisdom inew not God. 

As for nominal christians, though they daily pray that 
the feUowahip of the Holy Ghost may be with us all^ it b 
evident they are utter strangers to ccHnmunion with God 
by his Holy Spirit. For if we affirm that he blesses his 
children with a spiritual discovery of his presence, and 
manifests himself to them as he doth not to the worlds they 
say we are mad* or call us enthusiasts. This behaviour 
•hews beyond all confessions, that they are totaUy unac- 
quainted with the light of God*s countenance: For whut 
greater proof can a blind man give, that be has no know- 
ledge of the sun, tlum to suspect his neighbour of kmacy, 
£ar affirming that sunshine is a delightful reality i 

From this moral demonstration of our natural ignorance 
of God, I draw the following conclusion. If the Lotd^ 
who is a mild and condescending king to all his loyal sub- 
jects, a father full of endearing and tender love to all Us 
dutiful children, hides his face from mankind in a natural 
state ; and if what little they know of him, is only by con- 
jecture, hear-say, or * inference ; it is a proof, that they 
are under his displeasure ; and consequently, that they are 
rebellious, fallen creatures. 

For, what but rebellion could thus separate between be- 
ings so nearly related, as an infinitely gracious Creatori 
and favourite creatures, whose soul is, according to an 
heathen, divtnce particula auroe ; and according to Moses, 
the very breath of God? We may then rationally conclude 
with the evangelical prophet, that our iniquities have sepa- 
rated between us and our God^ and that our sins have hid 
his face from us^ eclipsed the sun of righteousness, and 
brought such darkness on our souls, that, by nature, we 
know neither what we ai*e, nor what we should be ; nei- 

• This is the knoivledge of God mentioned Rom. i. 21. It is sufficient 
to leave -without excuse those who do not imjirovc it, till they attain to 
the saviiig knowledge xmentioned, John svii. 3. 1 John y. 20. 
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ther whence we come, nor whither we are going ; neither 
the grand busi Aas we have to do, nor the danger that at- 
tends our leaving it undone. 

VII. ARGUMENT. 

If by nature mankind know not the Lord to be their 
God, is it surprising that beasts should not know mankind 
to be their lords i Nevertheless, reason agrees with scrip- 
ture, in maintaining that man, by far the noblest work of 
God here below, should, according to the reason and fit- 
ness of things, bear rule over all the sublunary creation. 
But alas ! even in this respect. How is the cr^wn fallen 
from his head! Inferior animals have as little regard for 
him, as he has for his God. 

Notwithstanding his artful contrivances, greedy birds 
and mischievous beasts, eat up, trample down, or destroy 
part of the fruit of his rural labour. In wanner climes^ 
armies of locusts, more terrible than hosts of men, frequent- 
ly darken the air, or cover the ground, and equally mocli 
at human power and craft. Wherever they light, all ver* 
dure disappears, and the summer's fruitfiilness is turned 
into wintry desolation. 

If locusts do not reach this happy island ; caterpillars^ 
and a variety of other seemingly insignificant, but really 
formidable insects, make a more constant, though less 
general attack upon our trees and gardens. In vain are 
they destroyed by millions, they cannot be fully conquered; 
and the yearly returning plague forces the considerate 
spectator, to acknowledge the finger of a sin-avenging pro- 
vidence. 

Happy would it be for man, if rebellious animals were 
satisfied with the produce of his fields and orchards : But 
alas ! They thirst after his blood, and attack his person.*— 
Lions, tigers, rattle-snakes, crocodiles, and sharks, when- 
ever they have an opportunity, impetuously attack, furi- 
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6usly tear, and greedily devour him. And what is most 
astonishing, the basest reptiles are not afraid to breed in 
his stomach, to live in his very bowels, and to consume his 
inward parts : while swarms of flying, leaping, or creeping 
insects, too vile to be named, but not to humble a proud 
apostate, have the insolence to fix upon his skin ; and by 
piercing or ftirrowing his flesh, suck his blood, and feast 
upon him from his cradle to the grave. 

Domestic animals, it is true, do man excellent service i 
But is it not because he either forces, or bribes them to it, 
by continual labour and expense, with which he breaks 
and maintains them ? What business have multitudes of 
men, but to serve the drudges of mankind ? What ait 
smiths, farriers, farmers, servants, grooms, hosders, &c. 
but the slaves of brutes, washing, currying, shoeing, feed- 
ing, and wsdting upon them both by day and by night ? 

And yet, notwithstanding the prerogative granted to 
Noah's piety. Gen. ix. 2. and the care taken of domestic 
animals, do they not rebel as often as they dare ? Here, 
sheep deemed the quietest of all, run astray, or break into 
the fields of a litigious neighbour : There, the furious bull 
pursues and gores, or the raging dog sets upon the inoffen- 
sive traveller. To day you read, that an impetuous, foam* 
ing steed hath hurried away, thrown off, and dragged 
along his unfortunate master, whose blood sprinkling the 
dust, and brains dashed upon the stones, direct the search 
of his disconsolate friend : And to-morrow you may hear, 
that a vicious horse has darted his iron fenced hoof into his 
attendant's breast or forehead, and has lamed or killed 
him on the spot. 

And would the wise governor of the world, the kind 
protector of his obedient creatures, permit this rebellion, 
even of the tamest animals, and basest vermin against many 
if man himself was not a daring rebel against him ? 
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VIII. ARGUMENT. 

That a contemptible insect should dare to set upon, and 
be able to devour a proud monarch, an Herod in the midst 
of hb guards, is terrible: But the mischief stops not here. 
Numerous tribes of odier base animals are armed with poi* 
sonous tongues or stings, and use them agunst mankind 
with peculiar rage. To say nothing of mad dogs, have 
not asps* Pipers, tarantulas, scorpions, and other veno- 
mous serpents and insects, the destructive skill of extract- 
ing the quintessence of the curse which sin, our moral poi- 
son, hath brought upon the earth i when we come within 
their reach, do they not bite or sting us with the utmost 
taryi and by infusing their subde venom in our blood, 
spread they not anguish and destruction through our ago- 
nizing frame ? answer, ye thousands, who died in the wil- 
derness of the bite of fiery serpents ; and ye multitudes^ 
who in almost all countries have shared their deplorable 
late. 

Let us descend to the vegetaUe worid. How many de- 
ceitful rootSy plants, and fruits deposit their pernicious 
juices in the stomach of those, who unwarily fed upon 
them ! Did not EUsha, and the sons of the prophets nar- 
rowly escape being poisoned altogether* by one of them fa- 
tally mbtaking a pot-herb i And do not numy go quickly 
or slowly to their grave by such melancholy accidents ? 

Jttinerab and meiaU are not die last to enter into the 
general conspiracy agunst mankind. Under . inoffensive 
appearances, do not diey contain what is destructive to 
the animal frame i and have not numy fallen a sacrifice to 
their ignorance of the mischief lurkmg in «rsemc, and 

^ Some wUl say that yiper's flesh is useful in physic. I grant it; but 
is the poiion of that creature usefiil ? This must be prored before fhe 
argument can be invalidated. 

3H 
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Other ^mineral productions ? Nor arc metalic cfBuvia less 
hurtful to hundreds ; and the health of mankind is perhaps 
more injured by copper alone, than it is preserved by all 
the mineral waters in the world : It is acknowledged that 
numbers are poisoned by food prepared in utensils made 
of that dangerous metal ; and how many are insensibly 
hurt by the same means, is only known to a wise and righ- 
teous providence. 

Thus God leaves us in the world, where mischief lurks 
under a variety of things, apparently useful, without ^v- 
ing us the least intimation of destruction near. To say 
that injinite goodtiess can deal thus with innocent creatures, 
is offering violence to our reasoK, and an affront to divine 
justice. Conclude then with me, reader, that we have 
lost our original innocence, and forfeited our Creator's fa* 
vour. 

IX. ARGUMENT. 

But if the generality of mankind escape all the various 
sorts of poison, do they escape the curse of toil and sweat? 
and is not a great majority of them, reduced to such sor- 
did want, and pressing necessity, as to be obliged to do the 
greatest drudgery for a wretched maintenance ? 

When God made them to have dominion over the works 
of his hands; when he put all tliitigs in subjection under 
their feet ^ and crovmed them xuith glory and honour; they 
filled up each happy hour in evidencing their love to Wm 
and to each other : they spent their golden moments in ad- 
miring the variety and beauty of his works, finding out die 
divine signatures impressed on them, swaying their mild 
scepter over the obedient creation, and enjoying the rich, 

* It is objected, that excellent remedies are prepared with antimony 
nivl mercury. But it is well kiiown that the persons who use th«n only 
expel on.- poison with unotlur: as the decayed constitutiffti of those 
wiij have liciiucnt recourse to such violent medicines abundantly prove. 



fiECOND PART. 371 

incorruptible fruits, which the earth spontaneously produ- 
ced in the greatest perfection and abundance. Thus their 
pleasure was without idleness or pain, and their employ- 
ment without toil or weariness. 

But no sooner did disobedience open the floodgates of na- 
tural evil, than arduous labour came in, full tide, upon man- 
kind; and a thousand painful arts were« invented to miti- 
gate the manifold curse which sin had brought upon them. 

Since the fall, our bodies are become vulnerable and 
shamefully naked ; and it is the business of thousands lo 
make or sell all sorts of garments for our defence and or- 
nament. The earth has lost her original fertility ; and thou* 
sands more with iron instruments open her bosom^ to force 
her to yield us a maintenance ; or with immense labour, 
secure her precarious, decaying fruits : Immoderate rains 
deprive her of her solidity, and earthquakes or deluges de- 
stroy her evenness ; numbers therefore are painfully em- 
ployed in making or mending roads. Each country affords 
some only of the necessaries or conveniences of life ; this 
obliges the mercantile inhabitants to transport, with im- 
mense trouble and danger, the produce of one place, to sup* 
ply the wants of another. We are exposed to a variety of 
dangers: Our persons and property must be secured 
against the inclemency of the weather, the attacks of evil 
beasts, and the assaults of wicked men : Hence the fatigue 
of millions of workmen in wood and stone, metals and mi- 
nerals : and the toils and hazards of millions more, who 
live by making, wearing, or using the various instruments 
of war and slaughter. 

• Disorder and injustice give rise to government, politics^ 
and a labyrinth of laws ; and these employ myriads of offi- 
cers, lawyers, magistrates, and rulers. We are subject to 
a thousand pains and maladies ; hence myriads more pre- 
scribe and prepare remedies, or attend and nurse the sick. 
Our universal ignorance occasions the tedious labour of 
giving and receiving instruction in all the branches of human 
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and divine knowledge. And to complete the whole» die 
original tongue of mankind is confounded, and even neigh- 
bouring nations are barbarians to each other : from hence 
arises the painful lucubrations of critics and linguists, widi 
the infinite trouble of teaching and learning various lan- 
guages. 

The curse introduced by sin is the occasion of all these 
toils. They are soon mendoned, but alas ! how long, how 
grievous do they appear to those who feel their severity ! 
How many sighs have they forced from the breasts, how 
much sweat from the bodies of mankind ! Umte the far^ 
mer, a tempset might ensue : Collect the latter, it would 
swell into rivers. 

To go no further than this populous parish, with what 
hardships, and dangers do our indigent neighbours earn 
their bread ! See those who ransack the bowels of the 
earth to get the black mineral we bum : How little is their 
lot preferable to that of the Spanish felons, who work die 
golden mines f 

They take their leave of the light of the sun, and sus- 
pended by a rope, are let down many fathoms perpendi- 
cularly towards the centre of the globe : They traverse 
the rocks through which they have dug their horizon- 
tal ways : The murderer's cell is a palace, in comparison 
of the black spot to which they repair : The vagrant's pos^ 
ture in the stocks, is preferable to that in which they la- 
bour. 

Form, if you can, an idea of the misery of men kneeling, 
stooping, or lying on one side, to toil all day in a confined 
place, where a child could hardly stand ; whilst a younger 
company, with their hands and feet on the black dus^ 
ground, and a chain about their body, creep and drag 
along, like four-footed beasts, heavy loads of die dirty ni« 
neral, through ways almost impassible to the curious ob- 
server. 
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In dtese low and dreary vaults all the elements seem 
Gombuied against thenu Destructive damps, and clouds 
of noxious dust infect the air they breathe. Sometimes 
water iticessandy disdUs on their naked bodies ; or burst- 
ing upon them in streams, drowns them and deluges their 
work. At other times, pieces of detached rocks crush them 
to death, or die earth breaking in upon them, buries them 
alive. And frequendy su^ureous vapours, kindled in an 
instant by the light of their candles, form subterraneous 
thunder and lightning: What a dreadful phenomenon! 
How impetuous is die blast ! How fierce the rolling flames! 
How intolerable the noisome smell! How dreadful the 
continued roar ! How violent and fatal the explosion ! 

Wonderful providence ! Some of the unhappy men have 
dme to prostrate diemselves ; the fiery scourge grazes their 
back, the ground shields their breasts ; they escape. See 
them wound up out of the blazing dungeon^ and say if 
tkeae are not brands plucked out of the fire. A pestiferous 
steam, and clouds of sufibcating smoke pursues them.^-« 
Half dead Aemselves, they hold their dead or dying com- 
pamons in their trembUng arms. Merciful God of Sha- 
drach ! Kind protector of Meshech ! Mighty deliverer 
of Abednego ! Pftdent preserver of rebellious Jonah ! 
Win not these utter a song— 4i song of praise to thee-^ 
praise as ardent as the flames they escape— lasting as the 
life thou prokmgest !— Alas ! th^ refuse ! and some—- O 
tell it not among the Heathens, lest they for ever abhor 
the name of cArw <ja»— Some return to the very pits, where 
they have been branded with sulphureous fire by the warn- 
ing hand of providence ; and there, sporting themselves 
again with die most infernal wishes, call aloud for a fire 
that cannot be quenched, and challenge the Almighty to 
cast them into hell, that bottomless pit whence there is no 
return. 

Leave these black men at their perilous work, and see 
jonder barge-men hauling that loaded vessel against wind 
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and stream. Since the dawn of day, they have wrestled 
with the impetuous current ; and now, that it almost over^ 
powers them, how do they exert all their remainiog 
strength, and strain their every nerve ! How are they 
bathed in sweat and rain ! Fastened to their lines as hor- 
ses to their traces, wherein do they differ from the labori- 
ous brutes ? Not in an erect posture of body, for in the 
intenseness of their toil they bend forward, their head is 
foremost, and their hands upon the ground. If there is any 
difference, it consists in this : Horses are indulged with a 
collar to save their breasts ; and these, as if theirs vras not 
worth saving, draw without one : The beasts tug in pati- 
ence, silence and mutual harmony ; but the men with loud 
contention and horrible imprecations. O sin^ what hast 
thou done ! Is it not enough that these drudges should toil 
like brutes» must they also curse one another like devils? 

If you have gone beyond the hearing of their impious 
oaths, stop to consider the sons of Vulcan confined to these 
forges and furnaces. Is their lot much preferable i A sul- 
try air, and clouds of smoke and dust, are the elements in 
which they labour. The confused noise of water falling, 
steam hissing, fire-engines working, wheels turning, files 
breaking, hammers beating, ore bursting, and bellows roar- 
ing) form the dismal concert that strikes the ears ; while 
a continual eruption of flames, ascending from the mouth 
of their artificial vulcanos, dazzle their eyes with a horrible 
glare. Massy bars of hot iron are the heavy tools they 
handle, cylinders of the first magnitude, the enormous 
weights they heave, vessels full of melted metal the dan- 
gerous loads they carry, streams of the same burning fluid 
the fiery rivers, which they conduct into the deep cavities 
of their subterraneous moulds ; and millions of flying 
sparks, with a thousand drops of liquid, Jiissing irony the 
hf^rrible showers to which they are exposed. See them 
cast ; you would think them in a bath, and not in a furnace : 
They bedew the burning sand with their streaming sweat s 
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Nor are their wet garmenta dried up, Either by the fierce 
fires that they attend, or the fiery streams which they man- 
age. Certainly, of all men, these have reason to remem- 
ber the just sentence of an offended God : In the sweat of 
thy face shalt thou earn thy bread aH the days of thy life. 

AH, indeed, do not go through the same toil ; but all 
have their share of it, either in body or in mind. Behold' 
the studious son of learning ; his intense application hath 
wasted his flesh, exhausted his spirits, and almost dried 
up his radical moisture. Consider the man of fortune : 
Can his thousands a year exempt him from the curse of 
Adam ? No ; he toils perhaps harder in his sports and de- 
baucheries, than the poor ploughman that works his estate. 

View that corpulent epicure, who idles away the whole 
day, between the festal board and the dozing couch. You 
may think that he, at least, is free from the curse which I 
describe ; but you are mistaken : While he is living, as he 
thinks, a life of luxurious ease and gentle inactivity, he 
fills himself with crude humours, and makes way for the 
gnawing gout and racking gravel. See even now, how 
strongly he perspires, and with what uneasiness he draws 
his short breath, and wipes his dewy, shining face ! Surely 
he toils under the load of an undigested meal. A porter 
carries a burden upon his brawny shoulders, but thi«» 
wretch has conveyed one into his sick stomach. He will 
not work ; let him alone, and ere long, acute pains will 
bathe him in as profuse a sweat as that of the furnace- man ; 
and strong medicines will exercise him to such a degree, 
that he will envy even the coUier*s lot. 

It IS evident, therefore, that mankind are under a curse 
of "^toil and sweat, according to the divine sentence re- 

* It has been asserted that the short pleasure of eating and drinking', 
nakes amends for the severest toll. The best way to brings such idle, 
•ensuai objectors to reason, would be to make them earn every meal by 
two or three hours threshing'. Besides, what ^at pleasure can those 
have in eatin^^, who actually starve, or just stay g^wing hungfcr by foo<i 
coarser than that which their rich neighbours |pve to their doj^ ? 
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corded by Moses ; and that they are frequently condenm. 
ed by providence to as hajrd labour for life, as wneidud 
felons rowmg in the galleysy or digging in the mincs.^ 
But as it is absolutely incredible, that a good God, vlio by 4 
word can su[^ly the wants of all his creatures, abould hate 
sentenced innocent mankind to diese- inconoeivabk hard- 
shipsj to procure or enjoy the necessaries of life ; it is cvi* 
dent they are guilty, miserable offenders. 

X. ARGUMENT. 

Hard labour and sweat, make up but one oi the inna- 
merable calamities incident to the wretched inhabxtanta of 
this world. Turn your eyes which may you pleaae, and 
you will see some flying from, others groaning under, tfas 
rod of God ; and the greatest number busily making a 
scourge for the backs of their fellow creatures, or their own. 

To pass over the misery of the brute creation : To say^ 
nothing of the subtilty and rapaciousness, with which (af« 
ter the example of menf ) they lay wait for, and prey upon 
one another : To cast a veil over the agonies of millions, 
that are daily stabbed, strangled, shot, and even flead, 
boiled, or swallowed up alive, for the support of man's 
life, or the indulgence of his luxury: and not to mention 
again the almost uninterrupted cries of feeble infancy : On- 

* God's image disinherited of day. 

Here plunged in mines forgets a sun was made ; 

There, beings deathless as their haughty Lord» 

Are hammer'd to the galling oar for life, 

And plough the winter's wave, and reap despair. 

Yocsa. 
f Eager ambition's fiery chase I see ; 

I see the circling hunt of noisy men. 

Burst law's inclosure, leap the mounds of right. 

Pursuing and pursued, each others prey ; 

As wolves, for rapine ; as the fox, for wiles ; 

Till death, that mighty hunter, earths them all. 

Yowi. 
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ly take notice of the tedious confinement of childhood, the 
blasted schemes of youth, the anxious cares of riper years, 
and the deep groans of wrinkled, decrepid» tottering old 
age-— Fix your attention upon family trials : Here a prodi- 
gal father ruins his children, or undutiful children break 
the hearu of their fond parents : There, an unkind^ bus- 
band embitters the life of his wife, or an imprudent wife 
stains the honour of bet husband : a servant disobeys, a 
relation misbehaves, a son lies ill, a tenant breaks^ a neigh- 
bour provokes, a rival supplants^ a friend betrays^ or an 
enemy triumphs : Peace seldom continues one day. 

Listen to the sighs of the afflicted, the moans 9f the dis- 
consolate, the complaints of the oppressed, and shrieks of 
the tortured : Consider the deformity of the faces of some, 
and distortion or mutilation of the limbs of others : To 
awaken your compassion^ *here a beggar holds out the 
stump of a thigh or an arm: There a ragged wretch 
hops after you, upon one leg and two crutches ; and a little 
farther you meet with a poor creature, using his hands in- 
stead of feet, and dragging through the mire the cumbrous 
weight of a body without lower parts. 

Imagine, if possible, the hardships of those who are des- 
titute of one of their senses : HerCf the blind is guided by 
a dog, or gropes for his way in the blaze of noon ; There, 
the deaf lies on the brink of danger, inattentive to the loud- 
est calls : Here sits the dumb sentenced to eternal silence : 
There, dribbles the idiot doomed to perpetual childhood ; 
and yonder the paralytic shakes without intermission, or 
lies senseless, the frightful image of a living corpse. 

Leaving these wretched creatures, consider the tears of 
the disappointed, the sorrows of the captive» the anxieties 
ef the accused, the fears of the guilty, and terrors of th^ 

* Some for hard masters broken under arms. 
In battle lopp'd away, with half their limbs. 

Beg bitter bread through realms their ralor sav'd. 

Youirg. 
21 
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condemned. Take a turn through jails, inquiutiont, 
houses of correction and places of execution. Proceed to 
the mournful rooms of the languishing, and wearisome 
beds of the sick ; and let not the fear of seeing human woe, 
in some of its most deploraUe appearances, prevent joa 
from visiting hospitals, infirmaries, and bedlams: 

A place 
Before your eyes appears, sad, noisome, dark, 
A lazar-house it seems, wherein are laid 
Numbers of all diseas'd : all maladies 
Of ghastly spasm, or racking torture, qualms 
Of heart-sick agony, all fevVous kinds, 
Convukions, epilepsies, fierce catarrhs, 
Intestine stone, and ulcer, cholic-pangs. 
Demoniac phrenzy, moaping melancholy. 
And moon-struck madness, pining atrophy. 
Marasmus, and wide wasting pestilence, 
Dropsies, and astmas, and joint -racking rheums. 
Dire is the tossing ! Deep the groans ! Despair 
Attends the sick, busiest from couch to couch : 
And over them, triumphant Death his dart 
Shakes ; but delays to strike, tho^ oft invok'd 
With vows as their chief good, and final hope. 

Milton. 

To close the horrible prospect, view the ruins of cities 
and kingdoms, the calamities of wrecks and sieges, the 
horrors of sea-fights and fields of battle ; with all the crimes, 
devastations, and cruelties that accompany revenge, con- 
tention and war ; and you will be obliged to conclude with 
Job, that corrupt corrupt man is bom to trouble as the 
sparks fly upwards ; with David, that the earth is JiiU of 
darkness and cruel habitations ; and with every impartial 
enquirer, that our depravity, and God's justice, concur to 
make this world a vale of tears as well as a field of toil 
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and sweat; a vast prison for rebeb already ^^ tied with 
the chains of their sins,'' a boundless scaflbld for their 
execution, a golgotha, an acektama^ an immense field of 
torture and bhod. 

Some will probably say : ** Thb picture of the world is 
drawn with black lines, but kinder providence Mends light 
and shade together, and tempers our calamities with num- 
berless blessings.'* I answer : It cannot be too thankfully 
acl^nowledged,. that while patience suspends the stroke of 
justice, God, for Christ's sake, restores us a thousand for* 
feited blessings, that his goodness may lead us to repen* 
tance. But alas ! What is the consequence, where divine 
grace does not prove victorious over corrupt nature i To 
all our sins, do we not add the crime of either enjoying the 
favours of providence with the greatest ingratitude, or of 
abusing them with the most provoking insolence. 

Our actions are far more expressive of our real senti* 
ments, than our words. Why this variety of exquisite 
food, says the voluptuary, whose life loudly speaks what 
his lips dare not utter ? Why this abundance in delicious 
wines, but to tempt my unbridled appetite, and please my 
luxurious palate ? Would God have given softness to silks, 
brightness to colours* and lustre to diamonds, says the self- 
applauding smile of a foolish virgin* who worships herself 
in a glass ? Vir ould he have commanded the white of the 
lily thus to meet the blush of the rose, and hdghten so ele* 
gant a proportion of features, if he had not designed that 
the united powers of art» dress, and beauty, should make 
me ' share his divine honors ? Why are we blessed with 
dear children and amiable friends, says the ridicubus be* 
haviour of fond parents and raptured lovers, but that we 
should suspend our happiness on their ravishing smiles, 
and place them as favourite idols in the shrine of our 
hearts ? And why has heaven favoured me both with a 
strong constitution, and an affluent fortune, says the rich 
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slave of brutish lusts, but that I may drink deeper of 
earthly joys and sensual delights i 

Thus blessings abused or unimproved, become curses in 
our hands: God^s indulgence encourages^us to offend 
him : We have the fatal skill of extracting poison from die 
sweetest flowers ; and madly turn the gifts of providence 
into weapons, to attack our Benefactor and destroy our- 
selves. That there are then such perverted g^fts, does not 
prove that mankind are innocent, but that GoiPs patience 
endureth yet dailtff and that a Saviour ever Iroeth to mate 
intercession Jbr us» 

Should it be farther objected, that ^^ our pleasures coun*. 
ter-balance our calamities !'* I answer : The greatest pait 
of mankind are so oppressed with want and cares^ toil and 
sickness, that their intervals of ease may rather be termed 
^^ an alleviation of misery,'* than '^ an enjoyment of happi- 
ness.'* Our pains are real and lasting, our joys imaginary 
and momentary. Could we exercise all our senses upon 
the most pleasing objects, the tooth-ach would render all 
insipid and burdensome ; a fit of the gout alone damps 
every worldly joy, while all earthly delights together can* 
not give us ease under it : So vastly superior is the bitter- 
ness of one bodily pain, to the sweetness of all the plea- 
sures of sense ! 

If objectors still urge, that ^^ sufferings are needful for 
our trial:" I reply, they are necessary for our fiuntshment 
and correction^ but not for our trial. A good king can 
try the loyalty of his subjects, without putting them to the 
rack. Let Nero and Bonner try the innocent by all sorts 
of tortures, but let not their barbarity be charged upon a 
God stricdy just, and infinitely good. 

However *^ calamities prove a blessing to some.** And 
so does transportation: But who ever inferred from 
thence, that reformed felons were transported for the trial 
of their virtue, and not for the punishment of their crimes? 
I conclude therefore, that our calamities and miseries dcr 
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ttionstrate our corruption, as strongly as the punishments 
of the bastinado and pillory, appointed by an equiuble 
judge, prove the guilt of those, on whom they are fre* 
quently and severely inflicted. 

XL ARGUMENT. 

Would to God the multiplied calamities of life» were a 
sufficient punishment for our desperate wickedness ! But 
alas ! they only make way for the pangs of death. Like 
traitors, or rather like wolves and vipers^ to which the Son 
of God compares natural men, we are all devoted to de- 
struction. Yes, as we kill those mischievous creatures, so 
God destroys the sinful sons of men. 

If the reader is offended, and denies the mortifying as* 
senions, let him visit with me the mournful spot, where 
thousands are d^ly executed, and where hundreds make 
this moment their dying speech. I do not mean what some 
call *^ the bed of hoUor,'' a field of battle, but a common 
death-bed. 

Observing, as we go along, those black trophies of the 
king of terrors, those escutcheons, which preposterous va- 
nity fixes up in honor of the deceased, when kind charity 
should hang them out as a warning to the living; let us 
repair to those mournful apartments, where weeping at- 
tendants support the dying, where swooning friends em- 
brace the dead, or whence distracted relatives carry out 
the pale remains of all their joy. 

Guided by their groans and funeral lights, let us pro- 
ceed to the dreary charnel-houses and calvaries, which we 
decently cviX vaults and church^yards : And without stop- 
ping to look at the monuments of some, whom my objec- 
tor remembers as vigorous as himself; and of others, who 
were perhaps his partners in nightly revels ; let us hasten 
to see the dust of his mouldered ancestors, and to read 
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iqpoB yonder eoffios the dear name of a parent, a child, 
perhaps a wife, turned off from his bosom into the gulpb 
of eternity. 

If this sight does not convince him, I shall open one of 
the noisome repositories, and shew him the deep hollows 
of those eyes, that darted tender sensations into his soul; 
and odious reptiles fattened upon the once charming, now 
l^iastly face, he doted upon. But, methinks he turns pale 
at the very proposal, and, rather than be confronted with 
aoch witnesses, acknowledges that he is condemned to die, 
with all his dear relatives, and the whole human race. 

And is this the case? Are we then under sent&noe of 
death i How awful is the consideration ! Of all the things 
that nature dreads, is not death the most terriUe i And 19 
it not (as being the greatest of temporal evik) appointed 
by human and divine laws, for the punishment of capital 
offenders ; whether they are named fehna and trmtorSf or 
more genteelly called men and sinners ? Let matter of 
fact decide. 

Whilst earthly judges condemn murderers, and traitorSf 
to be hanged or beheaded; does not the Judge of aJI stn- 
tence sinful mankind, either to pine away with old age, or 
be wasted with consumption, burned with fevers, scalded 
with hot humours, eaten up with cancers, putrified by 
mortifications, suffocated by asthmas, strangled by quin- 
seys, poisoned by the cup of excess, stabbed with the 
knife of luxury, or racked to death by disorders as loath- 
some, and accidents as various as their sins ? 

If you consider the circumstances of their execution, 
where is the material difference between the malefactor and 
the sinner ? The jailor and the turn-key confine the one to 
his cell : The disorder and the physician confine the other 
to his bed. The one lives upon bread and water : The 
other upon draughts and boluses. The one can walk with 
his fetters : The other loaded with blisters can scarcely 
turn himself. The one enjoys freedom from pain, and has 
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the perfect use of his senses : The other complains he is 
racked all over, and is frequently delirious. The execup 
tioner does his office upon the one in a few minutes : But 
the physician and his medicines make the other linger for 
days, before he can die out of his misery. An honest she- 
riff, and constables armed with staves, wait upon one: 
while a greedy undertaker and his party, with Uke em- 
blems of authority, accompany the other : And if it is any 
advantage to have a numerous attendance, without com- 
parison the felon has the greater train. 

When the pangs of death are over, does not the difier- 
ence made between the corpses consist more in appear- 
ance than reality i The murderer is dissected in the sur^ 
geon*s hall, gratis, and the rich sinner is embowelled in his 
own apartment at great expense. The robber exposed to 
open air, wastes away in hoops of iron ; and the gende- 
men confined to a damp vault, moulders away in sheets of 
lead : And while the fowls of the ur greedily prey upon 
the one, the vermin of the earth eagerly devour the other. 

And if you consider them as launching into the world of 
spirits ; is not the advantage, in one respect, on the male- 
factor's side i He is solemnly assured he must die ; and 
when the death-warrant comes down, all about him bid 
him prepare, and make the best of his short time : But 
the physician and chapkun, friends and attendants, gene- 
rally flatter the honorable sinner to the last : And what is 
the consequence ? He either sleeps on in carnal security, 
till death puts an end to nil his delusive dreams ; or, if he 
has some notion that he must repent, for fear of discom- 
posing his spirits, he still puts it off dll to-morrow; and in 
the midst of his delays God says, Thou fool this night 
thy soul shall be required of thee* What wonder is it then, 
if when the converted thief goes from the ignominious tree 
to paradise, the impenitent rich man passes from his pur- 
ple bed^ into an awful eternity, and there lifis up his eyes in 
imexpected torments ? 
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-* If these are truths too obvious to be denied, wik thout 
Sinner, as the thoughtless vulgar^ 1 lunt their edge, by say* 
ing, with amazing unconcern, ^< Death is a debt we must 
all pay to nature ?" Alas ! This is granting the point ; for 
if all have contracted so dreadful a debt, all are in a cor- 
rupt and lost estate. Nor is this debt to be paid to nature^ 
but to justice; otherwise dying would be as easy as sleep- 
ing, or any other natural action : But it is beyond expres- 
sion terrible to thee, from whose soul the Redeemer has not 
extracted siuf the monster's stinff : And if thou dost not 
see it now in the most alarming light, it is because either 
thou imagincst it at a great distance ; or the double veil of 
rash presumpuon, and brutish stupidity, b yet upon thy 
hardened heart. 

Or wilt thou, as the poor heathens, comfort thyself with 
the cruel thought, that ^< thou shalt not die alone i^* Alas ! 
dying companions may increase^ but cannot take off the 
horror of dissolution. Besides, though we live in a 
crowd, we generally die alone : Each must drink that bit* 
ter cup, as if he were the only mortal in the universe. 

What must we do then, in such deplorable circum- 
stances ? What ! But humble ourselves in the dust, and 
bow low to the sceptre of divine justice ; confessing that 
since the righteous God has condemned us to certain death, 
and in general to a far more lingt:ring and painful death, 
than murderers and traitors are made to undergo, we are 
certainly degenerate creatures and capital offenders, who 
stand in absolute need of an Almighty Redeemer. 

Permit me now, candid reader, to make a solemn appeal 
to thy reason assisted by the fear of God. From all that 
has been advanced, does it not appear, that man is no more 
the favoured, happy, and innocent creature he was, when 
he came out of the hands of his infinitely gracious Crea- 
tor ? And is it not evident that, whether we consider him 
as born into this disordered world, or dying out of it, or 
passing from the womb to the grave, under a variety of 
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o«Umitou8 circumstances, God's providentiabdealmgs with 
him^ prove that he is b]^nati|re in a corrupt M^d lost es* 
tate? -y 

A part, how small ! of this terraqueous globe 

Is tenanted by man, the rest a Waste, 

Rocks, deserts* frozen seas, and burning sands, 

Wild haunts of monsters* poisons, stings, and death ; 

Such is earth's melancholy map; but far 

More sad, this earth is a true map of man : 

So bounded are its haughty lord's delights 

To woe*s wide empire, where deep troubles toss, 

Loud sorrows howl, invenom'd passions bite, 

Ravenous calamities our vitals seize, 

And threatening fate wide opens to devour* 

YOUNO. 
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WE have hitherto considered man as a miserable in- 
habitant of a wretched worldt We have seen him sur- 
rounded by multitudes of wants : pursued by legions of 
distresses, maladies^ and woes ; arrested by the king of 
terrors : cast into the grave ; and shut up there, the loath- 
some prey of corruption and worms. Let us now conttdar 
lum as a moral agent; and by examining his disposition, 
character, and conduct, let us see whether he is wisely pu- 
nished, according to the sentence of impartial justice ; or 
wantonly tormented, at the caprice of arbitrary power* 

We cannot help acknowledging, it is highly reasonabfei 
first, that all intelligent creatures should love, reverence, 
and obey their Creator; because he is most eminendy their 
Father, their Master^ and their King : Secondly, that they 
should assist, support, and love each other, as fellow sub- 
jects, fellow servants, and children of the same universal 
parent : and thirdly, that they should preserve their souls 
and bodies in peace and purity; by which means alone they 
can be happy in themselves, profitable to man, and accep- 
table to God. This is what we generally call natural re* 
ligion^ which is evidently founded upon eternal reason, the 
fitness of things^ and the essential relation of persons. 

The propriety' of these sanctions is so self-evident that 
the Gentiles^ who have not the written law, are a law unt§ 
themseives^ and do (but alas ! how seldom and from what 
motives !) the things contained in the law, thus shewing that 
the work, the sum and substance of the law, though much 
blotted by the fall, is still written in their heart. Nor 
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will it be erased thence in hell itself; for nothing but % 
sight of the equity of God's law, can dear his vindictive 
]ustice in the guilty breast, give a scorpion's sting to the 
worm that gnaws the stubborn offender, and arm lus up- 
braiding conscience with a whip of biting serpents. 

Since the moral law so strongly recommends itself to 
reason, let us see how universally it is observed or broken; 
So shall matter of fact decide, whether we ^ure pure and 
upright, or polluted and depraved. 

XII. ARGUMENT. 

Those who reject the scriptures, universally agree, that 
all have sinnedy and that in many thing's we offend ail* 
Hence it appears, that persons of various constitutions, 
ranks, and education ; in all nadons, re^gions» times, and 
|daces ; are bom in such a state, and with such a nature, 
that they infallibly commit numy sins in thought, word or 
deed. 

But one transgression would be sufficient, to render 
them obnoxious to God's displeasure, and to bring them 
under the fearful curse of his broken law : For, eyen ac- 
cording to the statutes of this realm, a man, who once robs 
a traveller of a small sum of money, forfeits his life ; as 
well as the bloody highwayman, who for years barbarously 
murders all those whom he stops, and accumulates im- 
mense wealth by his repeated barbarites. 

The reason is obvious : Both incur the penalty of the 
law which forbids robbery ; for both effectually break it, 
though one does it oftner, and with far more aggravating 
circumstances than the other. So sure then as one rob- 
bery deserves the gallows, one sin deserves death : for the 
sotii that sinnethy says God's law, and not the soul that 
committeth so many sins, of such or such an heinousness^ 
it shall die. Hence it is, that the first sin of the first man 
was punished both with spiritual and bodily death, and 
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with ten thousand other evils. The justice of this sanction 
will appear in a satisfactory light, if we consider the £d- 
lowing remark. 

1. In our present natural state, we are such strangers to 
God's glory, and the spirituality of his law ; and we are so 
used to drifU the deadly poison of iniquity like water ^ that 
we have no idea of the horror, which should seize upon 
us, after a breach of the divine law. We are therefore aa 
unfit judges of the atrociousness of sin, as lawless, harden- 
ed assassins, who shed human blood like water, are of the 
heinousness of murder* 

2. As every wilful sin arises from a disregard of that so- 
vereign authority, which is equally stamped upon all the 
commandments ; it hath in it the principle and nature of aQ 
possible iniquity, that is, the disregard and contempt of 
the Almighty* 

3. There is no proper merit before God, in the longest 
and most ei^act course of obedience, but infinite demerit in 
one, even the least act of wilful disobedience. When we 
have done all that is commanded us, we are still unprojltahle 
servants ; for the self-sufiicient God has no more need of 
us, than a mighty monarch, of the vilest insects that creep 
in the dust beneath his feet : And our best actions, strictly 
speaking, deserve absolutely nothing from our Creator and 
Preserver, because we owe him all we have, and are, and 
can possibly do. But if we transgress in one point, we 
ruin all our obedience, and expose ourselves to the just 
penalty of his broken law. The following example may 
illustrate this observation. 

If a rich man gives a thousatid meals to an indigent neigh- 
bour, he acts only as a man, he does nothing but his duty ; 
and the judge allows him no reward. But if he gives him 
only one dose of poison, he acts as a murderer, and must 
die a shameful death : So greatly does one act of sin out- 
weigh a thousand acts of obedience ! How exceedingly 
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absurd then is the common notion, that our good woiIls 
counter-bahince our bad ones ? Add to this, that 

4. Guilt necessarily rises in proportion to the baseness of 
Ae offender, the greatness of the favours conferred upon 
him, and the dignity of the person offended. An insulting 
behaviour to a servant is a fault, to a magistrate it is a 
crime, to a king it is treason. And what is wilful sin, but 
lan injury offered by an impotent rebel, to the infinitely 
powerful law-giver of the universe, to the kindest of bene- 
factors^ to the gracious Creator and preserver of men*— 
an insult given to the supreme Majesty of heaven and 
earth, in whose glorious presence the dignity of the great- 
est potentates and arch-angels, as truly disappears as the 
splendour of the stars in the blaze of the meridian sun t 
Sin dierefore flying into the face of such a law-giver, bene- 
£ictor, and monarch, has in it a kind of infinite demerit 
from its infinite object; and rebellious, ungrateful, wretch- 
ed man, who commits it a thousand times with a thousand 
aggravations, may, in the nervous language of our church, 
be said in some sense, to deserve a thousand hells if there 
were so many, 

XIII. ARGUMENT. 

Our natural depravity manifests itself by constant omis- 
sions of duty, as much as by flagrant commissions of sin, 
and perhaps much more. Take one instance out of many, 
that might be produced. Constant displays of preserving 
goodness, and presents undeservedly and uninterruptedly 
bestowed upon us, deserve a perpetual tribute of heart-felt 
gratitude : God demands it in his law ; and conscience, his 
agent in our souls, declares it ought in justice to be paid. 

But where shall we find a deist, properly conscious of 
what he owes the supreme being, for his '^ creation, preser- 
vation, and all the blessings of this life ?" And where a 
christian duly sensible of ^* God's inestimable love in the 
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redemption of the world by our Lord Juius ChristJ^ A 
due sense of his ever-multiplied mercies, would fill our 
souk with never-ceasing wooder^ and make our lips over- 
flow with rapturous praise. The poet's language would 
suit our grateful sensations, and without exaggeratioB 
paint the just ardor of our transports. 

« 

Bound every heart and every bosom bum. 
Praise flow for ever (if astonishment 
Will give thee leave) my^prsuse, for ever flow : 
Praise ardent^ cordial, constant, &c. 

Is not any thing short of this trankf ul frame of mindp ft 
sin of omission, a degree of ingratitude, of which all an 
naturally guilty ; and for which, it is to be feared, the beat 
owe ten thousand talents^ both to divine goodness and jus* 
tice? 

Throw only a few bones to a dog, and you win him t 
He follows you : Your word becomes his law : Upon die 
first motion of your hand he flies through land and water 
to execute your commands : Obedience is his delight, and 
your presence his paradise : He convinces you of it by 
all the demonstrations of joy, which he is capable of giving: 
And if he unhappily loses sight of you, he exerts all his sa- 
gacity to trace your footsteps ; nor will he rest, till he finds 
his benefactor again. 

Shall a brute be so thankful to a man for some oflals, 
while man himself is so full of ingratitude to God, who 
created him, preserves his life from destruction, and hour- 
ly crowns him with mercies and loving-kindness ! How 
should shame cover our guilty faces ! Surely if the royal 
prophet could say, he was as a beast before god ; may we 
not well confess, that in point of gratitude, we are worse 
than the dullest, and most stupid part of the brute crea- 
tion? For even the ox^ says the Lord, knoweth his owner ^ 
and the ass his master's crib ; but Israel doth not know me, 
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mype^k d$th not consider my daily farours. And if the 
irery heathens affirmed, that *to call a man ungrateful to 
an human benefactor woe to oay of him allposoibk toil in 
one wordf how can we express the baseness and depravi- 
ty of mankind, who are universally so ungrateful, to so 
bounteous a benefactor as God himself? 

XIV. ARGUMENT. 

But, diough we seem made of cold inattention, when the 
sight of divine mercies should kindle our heart into grati- 
tude and praise ; we soon get out of this languid frame of 
Blind : For» in the pursuit of sensual gratifications, we are 
all activity and warmth : we seem an ardent compound of 
life and fire. 

^hat can be the reason of this amazing difference I 
What but rebellious sense^ and wanton aj^tite, raised at 
the sight or idea of some forbidden object ! The b»it of 
pleasure appears, corrupt nature summons all her powers, 
«very nerve of expectation is stretched ; every pulse of de- 
sire beats high : the blood is in a general ferment ; the 
spirits are in an universal hurry ; and though the hook of 
a fatal consequence is often apparent, the alluring bait must 
be swallowed. The fear of Crod^ the most inestimable of 
all treasures, is already gone ; and if tiie ^nful gratifica- 
tion cannot faf enjoyed upon any other term, a good repu- 
tation shaU go also. Reason indeed makes remonstrances ; 
but the loud clamours of flesh and blood, soon drown her 
soft whispers. The carnal mind fteps imperiously upon 
the throne : Sense» that conquers the greatest conquerors, 
bears down all opposition : The jrielding man is led captive 
by a brutish lust ; and while angek blushy there is joy in 
hell over the actual and complete degradation of an hea- 
ven-bom spirit. 

* Ingratum sidixerU^ omnia diciSt-^Ynr. 



292 AN APPEAL, k& 

Some indeed affirm, that these conflicts suit a state o£ 
probauon and trial. But it is evident that either our 
temptations are too violent for our strength, or ourstrengdi 
too weak for our temptations ; since, notwithstanding the 
additional help of divine grace, there never was a mere 
mortal, over whom they never triumphed* 

Nor can we exculpate ourselves by pleading, that these 
triumphs of sense over reason, are neither long nor fre- 
quent. Alas ! how many perpetrate an act of wickedness 
in a moment, and suffer death itself for a crime which they 
never repeated ! 

See that chrystal vessel. Its brightness and brittkness 
represent the shining, and delicate nature of true virtue* 
If I let it fall, and break it, what avaik it to say, << I never 
broke it before — I dropped it but once— -I am excessive^ 
sorry for my carelessness— ^I will set the pieces together^ 
and never break it agsun.'^ Will these excuses and reso- 
lutions prevent the vessel from being broken>-4>roken for 
ever I The reader may easily make the application. 

Even heathen moralists, by their fabulous account of the 
companions of Ulysses, turned into swine, upon drinking 
once of Circe's enchanted cup, teach us, that one fall into 
sensualily» turns a man into a brute ; just as one slip into 
unchastity or dishonesty, changes a modest woman into a 
strumpet, or an honest man into a thief. Again, 

Ought not reason to have as absolute a command over 
appetite, as a skilful rider has over a well-broken horse i 
But suppose we saw all horsemen universally mastered, one 
time or other, by their beasts ; and forced, though but for 
a few minutes, to receive the bit, and to go or stop at the 
pleasure of the wanton brutes : Should we not wonder, 
and justly infer, that man had lost the kind of superiority, 
which he still maintains over domestic animals ? And 
what then, but the commonness of the case, can prevent our 
being shocked, when we see rational creatures overcome, 
and led captive by carnal appetites i Is not thb the wan- 
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km, rebellious beast mouatmg upon his vanquished, das<» 
tardly rider i 

We may then conclude, that the universal rebellion of 
our lower faculties against cur superior powers, and die 
triumphs of sense over reason, demonstrate, that human 
nature has suffered as fatal a revolution, as these kingdoms 
did, when a degraded king was seen bleeding on the scaf« 
fold, and a base usurper lording it in the seat of mqccty. 

XV. ARGUMENT. 

Happy would it be fof us, if our fall manifested itself on* 
)y by some transient advantages of sense over reasom Bat 
alas ! the experience of the best demonstrates the truth of 
Isaiah's words, the whole head is aid* 

To say nothing of the gross stupidity, and unconquerable 
ignorance, that keep the generality of mankind just above 
the level of brutes ; how strong, how clear is the vhder^ 
aTANDiNO of men of sense in worldly affairs ! How w6ak, 
how dark in spiritual ^ings ! How few idiots are there, 
but can distinguish between the shadow and the substance, 
the cup and the liquor, the dress and the person ! But 
how many learned men, to this day, see no difference be^^ 
tween water-baptism and spiritual regeneration, between 
the means of grace and grace itself, between the form and 
the power of godliness / at our devotions, is not our mind 
generally like the roving butterfly ; and at our favourite 
diversions, and lucrative business, like the fastening leach ? 
Can it not fix itself on any thing, sooner dmn on the one 
thing needful; and find out any way, before that of peace 
and salvation ? 

What can be more extravagant than our imaCikation ? 
How often have we caught this wild power, forming and 
pursuing phantoms, building and pulling down easfles in 
the ^r ! how frequently hath it raised us into prOud con- 
ceits, and then sunk us into gloomy apprehensions ! and 

2 I. 
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t?here b the man, that it never led into such mental scenes 
of vanity and lewdness, as would have made him the ob« 
ject of universal contempt, if the v6il of a grave and mo- 
dest countenance, had not happiij conceaded him from 
puUic notice i 

And has our MemoUt escaped uidmpidred by the fall { 
Alas ! let us only consider, how easily we forget the fa- 
vours of our Creator, and recollect the injuries of our fel- 
low-creatures ; how little we retain of a good book or 
pious discourse, and how much of a play or frivolous con- 
versation : and how exacdy we remember an invitation to a 
party of pleasure, whilst the loudest caUs to turn to God 
and prepare for death, are no sooner heard than forgotten 
—Let us I say, consider these things, and we shall be 
forced to confess, that this useful power loses like a sieve 
the living water of truth, drinks in like a spunge the muddy 
streams of vanity, and is never so retentive, as when it is 
excited by revenge, or some other detestable temper. 

** A wretch that is condemned to die to-morrow cannot 
forget it, says Baxter ; yet poor sinners, who are uncertain 
to live an hour, and certain speedily to see the Majesty of 
the Lord, to their inconceivable joy or terror, can forget 
these things, for which they have their memory; and 
which, one would think, should drown the matters of this 
world, as the report of a cannon does a whisper, or as the 
sun obscures the poorest glow-worm. O wonderful stupi- 
dity of an unrcgenerate soul ! O astonishing distraction of 
the ungodly ! That ever men can forget eternal joy, eter- 
nal woe, the eternal God, and the place of their unchange- 
able abode ; when they stand even at the door, and there 
is but the thin veil of fljsh between them, and that amaz- 
ing sight, that eternal gulph, into which thousands are daily 
plunging/' 

Nor does our ^'Reason make us amends for the defects 

* By reason I mean that power, by which we pass judgment upon, 
and draw inferenMS from what the underttonding has siix^ply appre- 
hended* 
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of our other fcculdes. Its beams, it is true, wonderfully 
guide some persons through the circle of sciences, and the 
mazee of commercial or political affairs. But when it 
should lead us in the search of the truth which ia after 
godltncasy unless it is assisted from above, how are its faint 
rays obstruQted by the gross medium of flesh and blood, 
broken by that of passion, and sometimes lost in that of 
prejudice! Wise sons of reason, learned philosophers, 
your two hundred and eighty-eight opinions concerning the 
chief good^ are a multiplied proof of my sad assertion : all 
miss the mark. Not one of them makes the supreme feli- 
city to consist in the knowledge and enjoyment of God, the 
amiable and adorable parent of all good. 

True reason, alas ! is as rare as true piety. The poor 
t^ing, which, in spiritual matters, the world calls reason^ is 
only the ape of that noble faculty. How partial, how uri" 
reasonable^ is this false pretender ! If it does not altoge- 
ther overlook the awful realities of the invisible worid, 
which is too frequendy the case ! bow busy is it to reason 
away faith, and raise objections against the most evident 
truth^f even that which I now contend for? And when 

* Our earth's the bedUm of the universe. 
Where reason (undiseas'd in heaven) runs mad* 
And nurses foUy't children as her own. 
Fond of the foulest. Youvo. 

-j- A late publication in vindication of Pelagianism appears to me np. 
small instance of this. The Rev. Author takes his esthnate of human 
nature, not from universal ezpenence, but his undul^ped imagination ; 
not from St. Paul the chief of the iqiostles, but from Dr. Taylor, $0 
whom lie acknorwledget hit obligot^vnt for teveral of the bett pataaget tn 
hit temion. Passuig over the exposition of his text, where he oddly 
supposes that our Lord meant, by the drarwingt of God^ the natural 
powers of man; which is as reasonable as to suppose, that when he 
said, without xx ye can do nfithingt he meant that me should signify our* 
telvet .• Passing this over, I shall just point out h» capital mistake. Hq 
tells us, that AU ourfaeuUiet and powera ima good and heatittful in their 
fftder^ [that they were so before the fall is fully granted] and tend va- 
t\iraUy to the happinett both of the individual and the ^m^ lOd he adds^ 






Hght roasoQ has been worpted by ftenae, how ready is thr 
impostor to plead against the faculty which it personates \ 
If ow skilful in cloaking bad habits under the genteel name 
of ^^ human foibles ?" And how ingenious, in defending 

that Mow toeak soever and imperfect our inteOectual JhcuUiet may be, yef 
to opeak reproaehfulfy of them in general i» a tpecieo ofhUuphems agaiiui 
our Creator, If to expote the present weakness of our vational facu!- 
ties, and shew how greatly they are disordered and impaired by tbs 
fall, is wliat this divine calls opeaking reproachfuUxf of them^ have not 
the best men been found gpuilty of this pretended blasphemy? How &r 
the Apostles and Reformers carried it, may be deen in the first paK of 
this tr^tise. How he can clear himself of it, as a subscriber to llie 
dth, 10th« and 35th articlee of our church, I cannot see: And by iHiat 
means he will justify his conduct to the worlds in receiving himdrrds 
a year to xniuntain the doctrine of the church of England, while he pab- 
iicly exposes it as a species of blasphemj/, is still a greater mystery. Far 
ffom seeing that all the faculties and powers^ by which this is done» are 
good and beauHfuU I cannot help thinking that some of them are mate- 
rially defective ; and that though such a conduct may ytsy much tend is. 
the emolument of the individual it has little tendency to the happineos rf 
the system. For my part, were I to commence advocate for the uptight* 
ness of human nature, I would save appearances, lest Dr. Taylor him- 
self should say, ^/hn (lefffnsoribus istiSf &c,— But dropping this point, 
I appeal to common sense : Who is most g^iilty of blasphemy against our 
Creator ; he who says God made man both holy and happy, affirming 
tliat the present weakness of our rational powers, is entirely owing to 
the original apostacy of mankind : Or he, who intimates, that the grai 
cious Author of our bei^g, formed our intellectual faculties weak and 
^nperfcct as they now are ? If it is not tlie latter, my understanding is 
strangely defective.— —In vain does this learned divine tell us, that the 
candle of the Lord -which was lighted up tn man atjirst, when the insp^ra* 
Hon of the Almighty gave fiim understandings was 7iot extinguished by tho 
original apostacy, but has kept burning ever since, and that the dsrine 
fame has catched from father to eon, and fias been propagated quite down 
:o the preseiU generation. If it is reasonable to charge with a species of 
blarphemy those, who reverence their Creator too much, to father our 
present state of imperfection upon him, I must confess my reason fails : 
I Jiavc outlived the divine fame for one, or it never catched from my fa- 
ther to mc. -A fear lest some well-meaning person should mistake 

the taper of Pclagiiis, or the lamp of Dr. Taylor, for the candle of the 
Lord, and follow it in the destructive paths of error, extorts this note 
tVom my pen. See the objections that follow the xxii. Argument, 
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the mo«t irrational and dangeroua methods of losing time^ 
as ^« innocent sports, and harmkas diversipnB P* 

These observations, which must appear self-evident to 
an, who know the world or themselves, incontestably prove 
the degeneracy of all our rational powers, and conse- 
quendy the universality of our natural corruption. 

XVI. ARGUMENT. 

When the whole head is sicij is not the whole heart 
Joint f Can our will^ conscience, and affections, run paral- 
lel to the line of duty ; when our understanding, imagina* 
tion, memory, and reason are so much warped from origi- 
nal rectitude? Impossible! Experience, thou best of judges, 
I appeal to thee. Erect thy fair tribunal in the reader's 
breast, and bear an honest testimony to the truth of the 
following assertions. 

Our WILL, in general is full of obstinacy : We must 
have our own way» right or wrong. HTis pregnant with 
inconstancy: We are passionately fond of a thing one day^ 
and tired, of it the next : We form good resolutions in die 
morning, and break them before night. ^Tis impotent : 
When we see what is right, instead of doing it with all our. 
might we frequcndy remain as inactive, as if we were 
bound by invisible chains ; and we wonder by what charm, 
the wheels of duty thus stop against our apparent inclina* 
tion ; till we discover that the spring of our will is broken, 
or naturally works the wrong way : Yes, it is not only un- 
able to follow the good, that the understanding approves ; 
but full of perverseness to pursue the evil, that reason dis- 
approves : We are prone to do, contrary to our design, 
those things which breed remorse and wound conscience : 
and sooner or later, we may all say with the heathen prin- 
cess, who W£^ going to 9)urder her child, 
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; *Videb melionif prdbo que, 
Deteiiora sequor. 

Nor IS Conscience itself untaioled. Alas: how slow 
is it to reprove in some cases ! In others, how apt not to 
do it at sdl ! In one person, it is easy under mountains of 
guilt ; and in another, it is unreasonably scrupulous about 
mere trifles : It either strains out a gnat^ or swallows a 
camel: When it is alarmed, in some it shews itself ready 
to be made easy by every wrong method ; in others, it ob- 
stinately refuses to be pacified by the right. To day, you 
may with propriety compare it to a dumb dog, that does 
not bark at a thief; and to-morrow, to a snarling cur, that 
flies indifferently at a friend, a foe, or a shadow ; and then 
madly turns upon himself, and tears his own flesh* 

If conscience, the best power of the unconverted man, 
is so corrupt. Good God ! what are his Affections i Al- 
most perpetually deficient in some, and excessive in others, 
when do they attain to, or stop at, the line of moderation I 
Who can tell, how oft he has been the sport of their irre- 
gularity and violence t One hour we are hurried into rash- 
ness by their impetuosity : the next, we are bound in sloth 
by their inactivity: Sometimes every blast of foolish 
hope, or ill-grounded fear ; every gale of base desire, or 
unreasonable aversion ; every wave of idolatrous love, or 
sinful hatred ; every surge of misplaced admiration, or 
groundless horror ; every billow of noisy joy, or undue 
sorrow, tosses, raises, or sinks our soul ; as a ship in a 
storm, which has neither rudder nor ballast. At other 
times, we are totally becalmed ; all our sails are furled, 
not one breath of devout or human affection stirs in our 
stoical, frozen breast ; and we remain stupidly insensible, 
till the spark of temptation, dropping upon the combustible 
matter in our hearts, blows us up again into loud passion : 

• If the reader wants to know the En^l\sh of these words, he may 
find it, Boiii«viL 15. 
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And then, how dreadful and ridicidous together, is the 
new explosion. 

If experience pronounces that these reflections are just, 
the point is gained. Our whole heart isfnntj th]x>ugh the 
unaccountable disorders of our rvili, the lethargy or bois- 
terous fits of our conscience^ and the swooning or high fe« 
ver of our affections : And we may without hypocrisy, 
join in our daily confession, and say. There is no health 
in us. 

XVII. ARGUMENT. 

• 

The danger of these complicated maladies of our soub^ 
evidences itself by the most fatal of all symptoms, ourma* 
nifest alienation frmn God* Yes, shocking as the confes- 
sion is> we must make it, if truth has any dominion in our 
breast : unrenewed man loves not his God. That eternal 
beauty, for whose contemplation ; that supreme good, for 
whose enjoyment he was created, is generally forgotten, 
despised, or hated. If the thought of his Holy Majesty 
presents itself,* he looks upon it as an intruder: It lays him 
' under as disagreeable a restraint, as that, which the pre- 
sence of a grave, pious master puts upon a wanton idle 
servant : Nor can he quietly piursue his sinful courses, till 
he has driven away the troublesome idea ; or imagined 
with the Epicure, a careless God, who wants resolution to 
call him to an account, and justice to punish him for his 
iniquity. 

Does any one offer an indignity to his favourite friend*, 
or only speak contemptibly of the object of his esteem, he 
feels as if he was the person insulted} and reddening with 
iiidignation, directly espouses his cause : But every body, 
the meanest of his attendants not excepted, may with im- 
punity insult the King of kings in his presence, and take 
the most prophane liberties, with his name and word, his 
laws and minivers : He hears the wild plasphemy, and re- 
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gardBitnot; be sees the horrid outnig^ and resents it not ^ 
and yet, amazing infatuation ! he pretends to love God* 

If he goes to the play, he can fix his roving eyes and 
wandering mind, thi«e hours together upon the same tri* 
fling object, not only without weariness but with uncom- 
mon delight. If he has an appiHUtment with the person, 
whom he adores as a deity ; his spirits are elevated, ex- 
pectation and joy flutter in his dilated bretet : He sweedy 
anticipates the pleasing interview, or impatiently chides 
the slowly flowing minutes : His feelings are inexpressi- 
ble. But if he attends the great congpregation which he 
too often omits upon the most frivolous pretences, it is ra* 
tfaer out of fidrm and decency, than out of devotion and 
love ; rather with indifierence or reluctance, than wttfi de» 
light and transport* And when he is present there, bow 
absent are his dioughts ! How wandering his ejres ! How 
trifling, sufMne, Irreverent* his whole behaviour ! he would 
be ashamed to speak to the meanest of his serv a nts widi 
as little attention as he sometimes prays to the Majesty of 
heaven. Were he to stare about when he gives them or* 
dersf as he does when he presents his supplications to the 
Lord of lords, he would be afraid that they would think 
he was half drunk^ or had a touch of lunacy. 

Suppose he still retains a sense of outward decency, 
while the church goes through her solemn offices ; yet how 
heavy are his spirits ! How heartiess his confessions ; how 
cold his prayers ! the blessing comes at last, and he is bless- 
ed indeed — not with the grace of our Lord Jesus Christf 
snd the fellowship of the Holy Ghost, for that he gladly 

• Men homage pay to men, 
Thoughtless beneath whose dreadful eye they bow 
In mutual awe profotmd, of clay to clay. 
Of guilt to guilt, and turn their backs on Thee, 
Great Sire ! whom thrones celestial ceaseless sing^ 
To prostrate angels an amazing scene ' 

YorjTG. 
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leaves to ^^ poor enthuaiasts/' but with a release from his 
confinement and tedious work. And now that he has 
** done his duty, and served God," ^he hastes away to the 
company that suits his taste. 

See him there. Do not his very looks declare, he is in 
his own element? With what eagerness of spiritf energy 
of gesture, and volubility of tongue^ does he talk over his 
last entertiunment, chase, or bargain i Does not the oil of 
cheerfulness make all his motions as free and easy, as if 
weight and friction had no place at all in his light and airy 
frame i 

Love of God, thou sweetest, strongest of all powers^ 
didst thou ever thus metamorphose his soul, and impart 
such a sprighdy acdvity to his body i and you that con- 
verse most familiarly with him, did you ever hear him say i 
Come and IwtUteU you what the Lord has done for my 
oouh Taste J and see how good the Lord is^r^No^ never; 
for out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaketh ; 
Nor can it be expected that God, who hath no place in lus 
joyous reflecdons, should have one in his cheerful ccmver- 
sation* On the contrary, it will be matter of surprise to 
those who introduce the delightful subject of the love of 
God, if he does not wave it off as dull, melancholy, or en- 
thusiasticaL 

But as he will give you to understand^ ^ he is no hypo- 
crite, and therefore confines devodon to his closet," follow 
him there— -Alas! he scarce ever bends the knee to Him 
that sees in secret : Or, if he says his prajrers as regularly 
as he winds his watch, it is much in the same spirit: For 
suppose he does not hurry them over, or cut them as short 
as possible; yet the careless, formal manner in which he 
offers them up^ indicates as plainly as his public ccmduct, 
the aversion lurking in his heart against God : And yet he 
fancies he loves him : With a sneer that indicates self ap- 
plause, and a pharisaic contempt of others ; ^ Away with 

all your feelings and raptures, says he, This is the hve of 

2M 
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God that we keep his commandments*** But alas ! which 
of them does he keep ! Certainly not ihe^rst — for the Lord 
is not the supreme object of his hopes and fears, his confi- 
dence and joy : Nor yet the last — for discontent and wrong 
desires are still indulged in his selfish and worldly heart. 
How unfortunate, therefore, is his ^peal to the command^ 
mentSy by which his secret enmity to the law, government, 
and nature of God is brought to the clearest light ! 

XVIII. ARGUMENT. 

But as the heart- felt love of God is supposed to be down- 
right enthusiasm by some moralists, who dashing in pieces 
the first table of the law against the second, pretend that 
all our duty to God consists in the love of our neighbour; 
let us examine the unconverted man's charity, and see 
whether he bears more love to his fellow -creatures^ than 
to his Creator. 

Nothing can be more erroneous than his notions of cha* 
rity. He confounds it with the bare giving of alms : not 
considering that it is possible to do this kind of good, from 
the most selfish and uncharitable motives. Therefore, 
when the fear of being accounted covetous, the desire of 
passing for generous, the vanity of seeing his name in a list 
of noble subscribersf the shame of being outdone by his 
equals, the teazing importunity of an obstinate beggar, the 
moving address of a solicitor whom he would blush to 
deny, or the pharisaic notion of making amends for his 
sins and purchasing heaven by his alms-^when any, I say, 
of these sinister motives sets him upon assisting industri- 
ous poverty, relieving friendless old age, or supporting in- 
firm and mutilated indigence, he fancies that he gives an 
indubitable proof of his charity. 

Sometimes too he afiixes to that word, the idea of a fond 
hope, that every body is going to heaven : For if you inti- 
mate, that the rich voluptuary is not with Lazarus in Abra- 
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ham^s bosoniy and that the foolish virgins are not promis- 
cuously admitted to glory with the wise^ he wonders at 
^ your uncharitableness,'* and thanks God ^^ he never en- 
tertained such unchristian thoughts of his neighbours." 

He considers not, that charity is the fair offspring of the 
love ofGodj to which he is yet an utter stranger ; and that 
it consists in an universal, disinterested benevolence to all 
mankind, our worst enemies not accepted : a benevolence 
that sweedy evidences itself by bearing with patience the 
evil which they do to us, and kindly doing them all the 
good we possibly can, both with respect to their soul and 
body, their property and reputation. 

If this is a just definition of charity, the unrenewed man 
has not even the outside of it. To prove it, I might ap- 
peal to his impatience and ill-humour, his unkind words 
and cutting raileries (for I suppose him too moral ever to 
slander or curse any one :) I might mention his supercili- 
ous behaviour to some, who are entitled to his affability as 
men, countrymen, and neighbours : I might expatiate on 
his readiness to exculpate, enrich, or aggrandize himself 
at the expense of others j whenever he can do it without ex- 
posing himself. 

But waving all these particulars, I ask : Whom does he 
truly love ? You answer : '* Doubdess the person to whom 
he makes daily protestations of the warmest regard." But 
how does he prove this regard ? Why, perhaps by the most 
artful insinuations, and dangerous attempts to rob her of 
her virtue. Perhaps he has already gained his end— Un- 
happy Magdalen ! How much better would it have been 
for thee to have fallen into die hands of an highway-man ? 
Thou wouldst only have lost thy money, but now thou art 
despoiled of the honor of thy sex, and the peace of thy 
mind: Thou are robbed at once of virgin innocence, a fair 
reputation, and possibly a healthy constitution. If this is 
a specimen of the unconverted man^s love, what must be 
his hatred. 
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But I happily mistake : ** He is no libertbe, he has a 
virtuous wife, and amiable children, and he bves themt 
say you, with the tenderest affection." I reply, that these 
relations being immortal spirits^ confined for a few years^ 
in a tenement of clay, and condnuaDy on the remove for 
eternity ; his laudable regard for ih&r frail bodies^ and pro- 
per care of their temporal prosperity^ are not a sufficient 
proof that he loves them in a right manner. For even ac- 
cording to *wise heathens, our eoul is our better part^ our 
true self. And what tender concerns does the unrenewed 
man feel for the soul of his bosom friend I Does he re- 
gard it more than the body of his groom, or the life of 
his horse I Does he, with any degree of importunity, car- 
jy it daily in the arms of love and prayer, to the throne of 
grace for life and salvation ? Does he» by goodx^instruc- 
tions, and a virtuous example^ excite his children to secure 
an eternal inheritance \ and is he at least as desirous to see 
them wise and pious ; as well-bred, rich, handsome, and 
great I alas ! I fear it is just the reverse. He is probably 
the first to poison their tender minds with some of the dan- 
gerous maxims that vanity and ambition have invented : 
and, supposing he has a favourite dog, it is well if he is not 
more anxious for the preservation of that one domestic 
animal, than for the salvation of all their souls. 

If these observations are founded upon matter of fact, 
as daily experience demonstrates, I appeal to common 
sense, and ask : Can the natural man, with all his fondness, 
be said to have a true love even for his nearest relatives? 
and is not the regard that he manifests for their- bodies 
more like the common instinct, by which doves cleave to 
their mates, and swallows provide for their young; than 
like the generous affection which a rational creature ought 
to bear to immortal spirits, awfully hovering in a scale of 
probation, which is just going to turn for hell or heaven. 

* Nos non corporsi sumus : Corpus quidem vas est aut aliqaod aniou 
rt ceptaculum. Cic. Tusc. Quaest lib* 1. 
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XIX. ARGUMENT. 

Nor is it surprising that the unrenewed man should be 
devoid of all true love to his nearest relations : for he is 
so completely fallen, that he bears no true love even to Atm- 
^elf. Let us overlook those who cut their throats, shoot, 
drown, or hang themselves. Let ua take no notice of those 
who sacrifice a year's health for a night's revel; who en- 
flame their blood into fevers, or drive putrefaction into 
their bones, for the momentary gratification of a shameful 
appetite ; and are so hot in the pursuit of a base pleasure^ 
that they leap after it even into the jaws of an untimely 
grave ; Let us, I say, pass by those innumerable, unhappy 
victims of intemperance and debauchery, who squander 
their money upon panders and harlots, and have as litde 
regard fox their health, as for their fortune and reputation ; 
and let ua consider the case of those good-natured, decent 
persons, who profess to have a resd value for both. 
- Upon the principle laid down in the last argument, may 
I not ask* What love have these for their immortal part, 
their true self? What do they do for their souls ? Or ra- 
ther what do they not leave undone I And who can shew 
less concern for their greatest interest than they ? 

Alas ! in spiritual matters, the wisest of them seem on a 
level with the most foolish. They anxiously secure their 
tide to a few possessions in this transitory world, out of 
which the stream of time carries them with unabated im« 
petuosity, while they remain ^stupidly thoughtless of their 

* Time flies, death orges, Imells call, heaTen intiteBf 

HeU threatens ; all exerts ; m effort all ; 

More than creation laboun ! labours more ! 

And is there in creation, what, amidst 

This tumult unirersaly winged dispatch, 

And ardent energy, supinely yawns ? 

Man sleeps ; and man alone ; and manf whose fate# 

Fate irrereniUe^ intiret eztreme« 
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portioQ in the unchangeable worid, into which they are just 
going to launch : They take pardcular notice of every tri- 
vial incident in life, every idle report raised in their neigh- 
bourhood, and supinely overlook die great realities of 
death and judgment, hell and heaven. 

You see them perpetually contriving how to preserve, 
indulge, and adorn their dying bodies; and duly neglect- 
ing the safety, welfisuie, and ornament of dieir immcxtal 
souls. So great is their folly, that earthly t03rB make them 
sQght heavenly thrones ! So wilful their self-deception, that 
a point of time* hides from them a boundless eternity ! So 
perverted is their moral taste, that they nauseate the word 
of truth, the precious food of souls, and greedily run upon 
the tempter^s hook, if it is but made of solid gold, or gib 
over with the specious appearance of honour^ or only bait- 
ed with the prospect of a favourite diversion. And whilsti 
by uneasy fretful tempers, they too often impaur their bo- 
dily health ; by exorbitant affections and pungent cares, 
they frequently break their hearts, or pierce themselves 
duough with many sorrows. 

Does such a conduct deserve the n^une of well-ordered 
self-love., or preposterous self-hatred? O man, sinful roan, 
how totally art thou depraved, if thou art not only thy own 

Endless, hair-hung, breeze-shaken, o'er the gtilph 

A moment trembles ; drops ! and man, for whom 

All else is in alarm, man, the sole cause 

Of this surrounding* storm ! and yet he sleeps. 

As the storm rock'd to rest. Yorv*. 

• And is it the flight of threescore years 

To push eternity from human thought. 

And bury souls immortal in the dust ? 

A soul immortal spending all her firesy 

Wasting her streng^ in strenuous idleness ; 

Thrown into tumult, raptur'd, or alarm'd. 

At ought this scene can threaten, or indulge. 

Resembles Ocean into tempest wrought 

To waft a feather, or to drown a fly. youir^. 
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ftt dangerous enemy, but often thy most ctuel tor- 
Qtor! 

XX. ARGUMENT. 

rhis depravity is productive of the most detestable brood* 
[len it has suppressed the love of God* perverted the love 
our neighbour, and vitiated self-love; it soon gives 
th to a variety of execrable tempers, and dire afiections, 
ich should have no place but in the breast of fiends, no 
t-breaking but in the chambers of helL 
[f you ask their name : I BnswcT'-^Pridej that odious 
e, which feeds on the praises it slily procures, lives by 
I applause it has meanly courted^ and is equally stabbed 
the reproof of a friend, and the sneer of a foe. The 
rit of indeperukmce^ which cannot bear controul, is gall- 
by the easiest yoke, gnaws the slender cords of just 
liority, as if they were the heavy chains of tyrannical 
MTer ; nor ever ceases struggling till they break, and he 
I say: <^ Now I am my own master.** Ambition and 
nity, which, like Proteus, take a thousand shapes, and 
id a thousand ways, to climb up to the high seat of 
virer, shine on the tottering stage of honour, wear 
golden badge of fortune, glittering the gaudy pomp 
dress, and draw by dbtinguishing appearances, the 
miration of a gaping multitude. Sloth^ which im- 
rves the soul, infeebles the body, and makes the whole 
in deaf to the calls of duty, loath to set about his busl- 
ss, (even when want, fear, or shame, drives him to it) 
idy to postpone or omit it upon any pretence, and wil- 
g to give up even the interests of society, virtue and 
igion, so he may saunter undisturbed, doze the time 
ay in stupid inactivity, or enjoy himself in that dastardly 
lolence, which passes in the world for quietness and 
od nature. Envy^ that looks with an evil eye at the 
od things our competitors enjoy, takes a secret pleasure 
their misfortunes, under various pretexts exposes their 
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faults, slyly tries to add to our reputation what it detracts 
from theirs, and stings our heart i^hen they eclipse us by 
their greatc success or superior ex :eUencies. Covetous- 
nessy which is always dissatisfied with itB portion, watches 
it with tom.enting fears, increases it by every sordid meaoy 
and turning its own executioner, jusdy pines for want over 
the treasure, it madly saves for a prodigal heir. Impch 
ttence^ whirh frets at every thing, finds fault with every 
person, and madly tears herself under the distressing tense 
of a present evil, or the anxious expectation of an abtent 
good. Wrathj which distorts our faces, racks our breasts, 
alarms our households, threatens, curseSf stamps and 
storms even upon imaginary or trifling provocations* yta^ 
lousy y that through a fatal skill in diabolical optics, sect 
contempt in all the words of a favourable friend, discovers 
infidelity in all his actions^ lives upon the wicked su8pi« 
cions it begets, and turns the sweets of the mildest passion 
into wormwood and galL Idolatrous lovcy which preys 
upon the spirits, consumes the flesh, tears the throbbbg 
heart, and when it is disappointed, frequentiy forces its 
wretched slaves to lay violent hands upon themselves-^ 
Hatred^ of our fellow-creatures, which keeps us void of 
tender benevolence, a chief ingredient in the bliss of an- 
gels ; and fills us with some of the most unhappy sensa- 
tions belonging to accursed spirits. Malice^ which takes 
an unnatural, hellish pleasure in teazing beasts^ and hurt- 
ing men in their persons, properties, or reputation— -And 
the offspring of malice, Revengty* who always thirsts after 

• Man hard of heart to man ! Of horrid things 

Most horrid ! Midst stupendous, highly strange ! 

Yet oft his courtesies are smoother wrongs ; 

Pride brandishes the favours he confers. 

And contumelious his humanity : 

What then his vengeance? Hear it not, ye stars ! 

And thou pale moon ! turn paler at the sound, 

Man is to man the sorest, surest ilL— — 

Heav'n's Sovereign saves all beings but Himself 

That hideous sight, a naked humgn heart. Yovsro. 



THIRD PARt, 309 



it. 



tpischief or Blood ; ;^d shares the only deVght of devils, 
~ when he can repay a real or fancied injure seven-fold. 
Hypocrisy^ who b^^frows the cloak of religic « ; bids her 
flexible muscles imitate vital piety ; attends i t the sacred 
altars, to make a shei;^ df he/ fictitious devotion; there 
raises her afieeted zeal in proportion to the number of the 
spectators ; calls upon God to get the prsdse of man ; and 
lifts up adulterous eyes and thievish hands to heaven, to 
procure herself the good tilings of the earth. And hypo- 
crisy's sister, narrow-hearted Biffotry^ who pushes from, 
her civility and good-nature, stops her ears against argu* ' 
xiients and entreaties; calls huguenots ^ infidebj papists^ or 
'heretics J allwho do not directly subscribe to her absurd or 
.' impious creeds ; dogs them with a malignant eye ; throws 
stones or dirt at theni about an empty ceremony, or an in- 

* different opinion ; and at last, if she can, sets chiu-ches or 
kingdoms on fire^ about a turban, a surplice^ or a cowl. 
Perfidiousnessj who puts on the looks of true benevolence, 
speaks the language of the warmest affection ; with solemn 
protestations invites men to depend on her sincerity, while 
she lays a deep plot for their sudden destruction; and 
with repeated oaths beseeches heaven to be witness of her 
artless innocence, while she moves the centre of hell to ac- 
complish her dire designs. The fatal hour is come ; her 

* stratagem has succeeded; and she now kisses and betrays, 
drinks heakh and poisons ; offers a friendly embrace, and 
gives a deadly stab. Despair^ who scorns to be beholden 
to mercy, gives thelie to all the declarations issued from 
the throne of grace, obstinately turns . his wild eyes from 
the great expiatory sacrifice; and at last, impatient to 
drink the cup of trembling, wildly looks for some weapon 
to destroy himself. Distraction^ begotten by the shock- 
ing mixture of two, or more of these infernal passions 
raised to the highest degree of extravagance : Distractiort, 
that wrings her hands, tears her dishevelled hair, fixes het 

2N 
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ghastly eyes, turns her swiminiag brains, quenches the last 
spark of reason; and like a fierce tiger, must at last be 
chained by the hand of caution, and confined with iron bars 
in her dreary dwellbg. 

And to close the dismal train, Self-murder ^ who always 
points wretched mortab to ponds and rivers, or presents 
them with cords, razors, pistok, daggers, and poison^ and 
perpetually urges them to the choice of one of them* 
" You are guilty, miserable creatures, whispers he : The 
sun of prosperity is forever set, the deepest night of dis- 
tress is come upon you : You are in a hell of woe : The 
hell prepared for satan, cannot be worse than that which 
you feel, but it may be more tolerable : Take this, and 
boldly force your passage out of the cursed state in wluch 
3^u groan •" He persuades, and his desperate vicdms, 
tired of the company of their fellow-mortals, fly for refuge 
to that of devils : they shut tKeir eyes ; and, horrible to 
say ! But how much more horrible to do ! Deliberately 
venture from one hell into another to seek ease ; or, to 
speak with more truth, leap with all the miseries of a 
known hell, into all the horrors of one which is unknown* 
And are your hearts, O ye sons of men, the favourite 
seats of this infernal crew i Then shame on the wretch 
that m^de the first paneg)Tic on the dignity of human na- 
ture ! He proved my point : He began in pride^ and ended 
in distraction* 

Detestable as these vices and tempers are, where is the 
natural man, that is always free from them ? Where is 
even the child ten years old, who never felt most of these 
vipers, upon samt occasion or other, shooting their venom 
through hb lips, darting their baleful influence through his 
eyes, or at least stirring and h'lssing in his disturbed 
breast ? If any one never felt them, he may be pronounced 
more than mortal : But if he has, his own experience fur- 
nishes him with a sensible demonstration, that he is a fallen 
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spirit, infected with the poison that rages in the devil him- 
self. 



XXL ARGUMENT. 

Bad roots, which vigorously shoot in the spring, will 
naturally produce their dangerous fruit in summer. We 
may therefore go one step further, and ask, where is the 
man thirty years old, whose depravity has not broke out 
into the greatest variety of sinful acts i among the persons 
of that age, who never were esteemed worse than their 
neighbours, shall we find a forehead that never betrayed 
daring insolence i A cheei, that never indicated concealed 
guilt by an involuntary blush, or unnatural paleness ? A 
fiecif that never was stretched out in pride and vain con- 
fidence } An eyes that never cast a disdainful, malignant, 
or wanton look ? An ear^ that an evil curiosity never 
opened to frothy, loose or defaming discourse ? A tongue^ 
that never was tainted with unedifying, false, indecent, or 
uncharitable langoUge? A palate, that never became the 
seat of luxurious indulgence i A throaty that never was 
the channel of eltcess ? A stomach, that never felt the op- 
pressivi^Ioad of abused mercies ? Hands, that never pluck- 
ed, or touched the forbidden fruit of pleasing sin ? Feet, 
that never once moved in the broad, downward road of 
iniquity i And a bosom, that never heaved under the 
dreadful workings of some exorbitant passion ? Where, in 
short, is there a yhce ever so disagreeable that never was 
the object of self-worship in a glass ? And where a bodi/, 
however deformed, that never wai( set up as a fayourit^ 
idol, by the fallen spirit that inhabits it ? 

If iniquity thus works by all the powers, and breaks out 
through all the parts of the human body ; we may conclude 
by woful experience, not only that the plague of sin is be- 
gun, but that it rages with universal fury ; and to use again 
the evangelical prophet's words, that from the sole of the 
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foot^ even to the head of the natural man, there is no spirw 
tual soundness in him, but wounds, and bruises^ and fnih 
^f^fy^^g sores. 

XXII. ARGUMENT. 

I 

What can be said of each individual, may, with the 
same propriety, be affirmed of all the different nations of 
the earth. Let an impartial judge take four unconverted 
men, or children, from the four parts of the world : Let 
him examine their actions, and trade them back to their 
spring; and, if he makes some allowance for the accidental 
difference of their climate, constitution, taste, and educih 
tion; he will soon find their disposition as equally earthhfy 
sensual^ and dcvileshy as if they had all been cast in the 
^ame mould. Yes, as oak-trees are oaks all the worid 
over, though by particular circumstances some grow taller 
and harder, and some morp knotted and crooked than 
others: So all unregenerate men resemUe one another i 
for all are proud, self-willed, impenitent, and lovers of 
pleasure more than lovers ofGod^ 

Do not sloth, gluttony, drunkenness, and imcleanness ; 
cheating, defrauding, stealing, and oppression ; lying, per- 
jury, treachery and cruelty i stalk openly, or lurk secretiy 
every where ? Are not all these vices predominant among 
black and white people, among savage and civilized na- 
tions, among Turks and Jews, heathens and christians I 
whether they live on the banks of the Ganges or the 
Thames, the Mississippi or the Seine? Whether they 
starve in the snpws of Lapland, or bun^ in tiie sands of 
Guinea ? 

• O Sin, thou fatal pest, thou soul-destroying plague, 
would to God thy fixed abode were only in the Levant ! 
and that, like the external pestilence, thou wert chiefly con- 
fined to the Turkish dominions ! But alas ! the gross im- 
paorality and prophaneness, the various crimes and villa- 
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Bies, the desperate impiety and wild blasphemy, under 
which every kingdom and city have groaned, and stiU con* 
tinue to do night and day, over the face of the whole earth, 
are black spots so similar, and symptoms so equally terri- 
ble, that we are oUiged to confess, they must have a com* 
mon internal principle ; which can be no other than a bad 
habit of soul ; a fallen corrupted ikture. Yes, the univer- 
sality and equality of the effects, shew to an unprejudiced 
^ mind, that the cause is universal, and equally interwoven 
with the nature, which is common to all nations, and re- 
mains the same in all countries and ages. 

FIVE OBJECTIONS. 

■ I. If the self-righteous moralist answers, that ^* sin and 
wickedness are not so universal as this argument sup- 
poses:" I reply that the more we are acquainted with 
ourselves, with the history of the dead, and secret trans- 
actions of the living ; the more we are convinced, that if 
all are not guilty of outward enormitiesf all are deeply 
tainted with j/rinVua/ wickedness. 

Even those excellent persons who, like Jeremiah, have 
been in part sanctified before they came forth out of the 
womb^ can from sad experience confess with him, that the 
heart is deceitful above all things^ and say with David, My 
fieart shetveth me the wickedness of the ungodly. 

Thousands indeed boast of the goodness of their hearts: 
they flatter themselves that to be righteous, it is enough to 
avoid the gross acts of intemperance and injustice : with 
the Pharisees they shut their eyes against the destructive 
nature of the love of the world, the thirst of praise, the fear 
of men, the love of ease, sloth, sensuality, indevotion, self- 
righteousness, discontent, impatience, selfishness, carnal 
security, unbelief, hardness of heart, and a thousand other 
spiritual evils. Full of self-ignorance, like Peter, they 
imagine there is no combustible matter of wickedness in 
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their breasts^ because they are not actually fired by the 
spark of a suitable temptation. And when they hear what 
their corrupt nature may one day prompt them to* they 
cry out with Hazael, Am I a dogj that I shouU do thi» 
thing? Nevertheless by and by they do it» if not outwardly 
as he did, at least in their vain thoughts by day, or wicked 
lewd imaginations by night. So true is the wise man*! 
aaying ! He that trusteth his own heart is afooL 

IL ^^ If historians give us frequent accounts of the noto- ^ 
^^ rious wickedness of mankind (says the advocates for ha« 
^ man excellence) it is because private virtue b not die 
^ subject of history : and to judge of the moral rectitude of 
^ the world by the corruption of courts, is as absurd as to 
^' estimate the health of a people from an infirmary.'' 

And is private vice any more the subject of history dun 
private virtue ? If it were, what folios would contain the 
fulsome and black accounts of all the lies and scandal, die 
secret grudges and open qivureb, the filthy talking and 
malicious jesting, the unkiwior unjust behaviour, the gross 
or refined intemperance, which deluge both town and 
country ? 

Suppose the annals of any one numerous family were 
published, how many volumes might be filled with the de- 
tail of the undone fondness, or forbidding coldness ; the 
variance, animosity, and strife> which break out between 
husbands and wives, parents and children, brothers and 
sisters, masters and domestics, upper and lower servants, 
&c. What ridiculous, impertinent scenes would be opened 
to public view ! What fretfulness, dissimulation, envy, jea- 
lousy, tale-bearing, deceit! What concealed suspicions, 
aggravated charges, false accusations, underhand dealings, 
imaginary provocations, glaring partiality, insolent beha- 
viour, loud passions ! 

Was even the best moralist to write the memoirs of his 
own heart, and give the public a minute account of all his 
impertinent thoughts, and wild imaginations ; how many 
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psuragraphs woiJd make him bluah ! How many pages, by 
presenting the astonished reveler with a blank or a bk>tr 
would demonstrate the truth o£ St. Paul's assertion, They 
are allgtme out of the woffj there is none that doeth good^ 
none but spoils hia best works by a miicture of essential 
evil ! Far then from finding * ^^ those vasdy superior num« 
^ bers, who in safe obscurity are virtuously and innocendy 
^ employed^'' we may every where see the truth of the 
confessions which our objectors make in the church, 
^ There is no health ia us*** 

I say every wherey for is cabal confined to court, any 
more than lewdness to the army^ and prophaneness to the 
mavy ? Does not the same spirit of self-interest and in- 
trigue which influences the choice of ministers of state, 
preside also at the election of members of parliament, 
mayors of corporate towns, burgesses of boroughs, and 
petty officers in a country parish ? We may then, (notwith- 
standing the unfortunate comparison, on which this objec- 
tion is founded) conclude without absurdity, that as all 
men, sooner or later, by pain, sickness, and death, evidence 
their natural weakness and mortality ; whether they live in 
injirmariesy palaces, or cottages : So all men, sooner or 
later, by their thoughts, words and actions, demonstrate 
their natural corruption ; whether they crowd the jail-yard, 
the drawing-room, or the obscure green of a country vil- 
lage. 

III. The same objectors will probably reply : ^* If cor- 
ruption is universal^ it cannot be said to be equal ; for 
numbers lead a very harmless^ and not a few a very useful 
life." 

To this I answer, that all have naturally an evil heart of 
unbeliefs forgetful of, and departing from the living God. 
In this respects there is no dijferencey aU the world is guilty 
before God. But thanks be to the Father of mercies, all 

• See thr note [mark'd f ] p. 295. 
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do not remain so. Many cherish the seed of supernatural 
grace, which we have from the Redeemer ; they bow to his 
sceptre, become new creatures^ depart from iniquity f and 
are zealous of good works* And the same gracious pow- 
er, that has renewed them^ is at work upon thousandi •* 
more ; hourly restraining them from much evil, and daity 
exciting them to many useful actions. 

With respect to the harmlessness, for wluch some unre* 
newed persons are remarkable, it cannot spring froni a betr 
ter nature than that of their fellow-mortals ; for the nature 
of all men:^ like that of all wolves^ is the same throughout 
the whole species. It must then be owing to the restrain- 
ing grace of God, or to a happier constitution, a stricter 
education, a deeper sense of decency, or a greater regard 
for their character: perhaps only to the fear of conse- 
quences, and to the want of natural boldness, or of a suitft' . 
ble temptation and fair opportunity to sin. Nor are there 
few, who pass for temperate, merely because the diabolical 
pride lurking in their heart, scorns to stoop so low, as to 
indulge their beastly appetites : While others have the un- 
deserved reputation of good-natured, because they find 
more delight in quietly gratifying their sheepish indolence 
or brutal desires, than in yielding to the uneasy, boisterous 
tempers, which they have in common with devils. 

As to the virtues by which some of the unconverted dis^ 
tinguish themselves from others, they either spring from 
God's preventing grace, or are only vices in disguise. The 
love of praise, the desire of honour, and the thirst of gold, 
excite thousands to laudable designs, and useful actions* 
Wicked men, set on work by these powerful springs, do 
lying wonders in the moral world, as the magicians did in 
the land of Egypt. They counterfeit divine grace, and for 
a time seem even to out-do believers themselves. Hence 
it is, that we frequently see the indolent industrious, the 
coward brave, the covetous charitable, the pharisee reli- 
gious; the magdalen modest,. and the dastardly slave of his 
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lusts a bold asserter of public liberty* But the searcher of 
hearts is not deceived by fair appearances : he judges of 
fheir actions according to the motives whence they springs 
and the ends for which they are performed : Tou are^ says 
he to these all seemingly virtuous sinners^ like whited sepul- 
chres^ which indeed appear beautiful outwardly ; but within 
are full of dead men^s bones^ and of all uncleanness. 

Were I to describe these saints of the world by a com- 
parison, I would say, that some of them resemble persons^ 
who artfully conceal their ulcers, under the most agreeable 
appearance of cleanliness and health. Many that admir^ 
their faces and looks, Utde suspect what a putrid, virulent 
fluid runs out of their secret sores. Others of them» whose 
hypocrisy is not of so gross a kind, are like persons infect- 
ed with a mortal disease, who though the mass of their 
Uood is tainted, and some noble part attacked, still walk 
tf>out, do business^ and look as fresh-coloured as if they 
were the picture of health. Ye sons of iEsculapius, who, 
without feeling their pulse, and carefully weighing every 
symptom, pronounce them very well upon their look alone, 
do ye not blunder in physic, just as my objectors do in 
divinity? 

IV. But still they urge, that " It is wrong to father our 
sinfulness upon a pretended natural depravity, when it 
may be entirely owing to the force of ill example, the in- 
fluence of a bad education, or the strong ferments of 
youthful blood.** 

All these, I reply, like rich soil and rank manure^ cause 
t>riginal corruption to slioot the higher, but do not form its 
pernicious seeds. That these seeds lurk within the heart, 
before they are forced up by the heat of temptation, ap- 
pears indubitable, if iR^>onsider, (1.) That all children, 
on particular occasions^ manifest some early inclination to 
those sins, which the feebleness of their bodily organs, and 
the want of proper ferments in their blood do not permit 

them to commit : (2.) That infanH betray mvy, iU-hn<> 

SO 
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mour, impatience, selfishness, anger and obstinacy, evea 
before they can take particular notice of ill-examples, and 
understand bad counsels : And (3.) That though unclean- 
ness, fornication, and adultery, on account of the shame 
and danger attending them, are committed with so much 
secrecy, that the examples of them are seldom, if ever, given 
in public ; they are nevertheless some of the crimes which 
are most universally or eagerly committed* 

Besides, if we were not more inclined to vice than vir- 
tue, good examples would be as common, and have as 
inucb force, as bad ones. Therefore the generality of bad 
examples cannot arise but from the general sinfulness of 
man ; and to account for this general sinfulness by the ge- 
nerality of bad examples, is begging the question, and not 
proving the point. 

Add to this, that as weeds, since the curse, grow even in 
fields sown with the best wheat ; so vice since the fall^ 
grows in the midst of the best examples, and the most ex- 
cellent education : Witness the barbarous crimes conunit- 
ted by pious Jacob's children, and penitent Adam's eldest 
son. 

V. " But if Cain sinned, say our objectors, and all man- 
kind sin also, it is no more than Adam himself once did 
by his own free choice, though he was created as exempt 
from original depravity as an angeL What need is there 
then to suppose, that he communicated to his posterity an 
inbred proneness to sin?" 

To this I reply : It is not one accident or single event, 
but a continual repetition of the same event, that proves a 
proneness* If a man, who.'s perfectly in his senses, by 
some unforeseen accident falls into a fit of madness, wc 
may account for his misfortune from that accident ; and no 

I 

certain judgment can be formed of the bodily habit of his 
family. But if all his children, through an hundred gene- 
rations, are not only subject to the same mad fits, but also 
die in consequence of Uiem, in all sorts of climates, and 
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under all sorts of physicians ; common sense will not aDow 
us to doubt, that it is now a family disorder, incurable by 
human art. The man is Adam^ the family mankind, and 
the madness sin. Reader, you are desired to make the 
application. 

XXIII. ARGUMENT. 

*^ But all are not employed in sin and wickeduess, fot 
many go through a constant round of innocent diversions; 
and these, at least, must be innocent and happy *^ Let us 
then consider the amusements of mankind: Or rather, 
without stopping to look at the wise dance of the Israelil^es 
round the golden calf, and the modest, sober, and humane 
diversions of the Heathens, in the festivals of their lewd, 
drunken and bloody gods ; let us only see, how far our owfi 
pleasures demonstrate the innocence and happiness of man« 
kind. 

How excessively foolish are the plays of children ! How 
full of mischief and cruelty the sports of boys ! How v«in, 
foppish, and frothy the joys of young people ! And how 
much below the dignity of upright, pure creatures,* the 
snares that persons of different sexes perpetually lay for 
each other ! When they are together, is not this their far 
vourite amusement, till they are deservedly caught itf the 
net, which they imprudendy spread? But see them asunder. 

Here, a circle of idle women, supping a decoction of 
Indian herbs, talk or laugh aU together, like so many chirp- 
ing birds or chattering monkies, and scandal excepted, 
every way to as good purpose. And there, a club of grave 
men blow, by the hour, clouds of stinking smoke out of 
their mouth, or wash it down their throat with repeated 
draughts of intoxicating liquors. The strong fiimes have 
already reached their heads ; and while some staggtr home, 
others triumphantly keep the field of excess ; though one 
is already stamped widi the heaviness of the ox, another 
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worked up to the fierceness and roar of the lion, and a 
third brought down to the filthiness of the vomiting dog. 

Leave them at their manly sport, to follow those musical 
founds, milled with a noise of stamping ; and you will find 
others profusely perspiring, and violently fatigiung them* 
aelves, in skipping up and down a room for a whole night, 
and ridiculously turning their backs aiid faces to each other 
an hundred different ways. Would not a man of sense 
prefer running ten miles upon an useful errand, to this use- 
less manner of losing bis rest, heating his blood, exhaust* 
ing his spirits^ unfitting himself for the dudes of the fol- 
lowing day, and laying the foundation of a putrid fever or 
a consumption, by breathing the midnight air corrupted bjr 
clouds of dust, by the unwholesome fumes of candlesy and 
by the more pernicious steam, that issues from the body of 
many persons, who use a strong exercise in a confined 
place. 

In the next room indeed they are more quiet, but are 
they more rationally employed ? Why do they so earnestly 
rattle those ivory cubes; and so anxiously study those 
packs of loose and spotted leaves ? Is happiness graven 
upon the one, or stamped upon the other ? Answer, ye 
gamesters, who curse your stars, as ye go home with an 
empty purse and a heart full of rage. 

^* We hope there is no harm in taking an innocent game 
at cards," reply a ridiculous party of superannuated ladies; 
** gain is not our aim, we only play to kill time.*' You arc 
not then so well employed as the foolish Heathen emperor, 
who amused himself in killing troublesome flies and wea* 
risome time together. The delight of rational creatures^ 
much more of Christians on the brink of the grave, is to 
redeem, improve, and solidly enjoy time; but yours alas! 
consists in the bare, irreparable loss of that invaluable trea- 
sure. Oh, what account will you give of the souls yoit 
neglect^ and the talents you bury I 
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And shall we kiU each day i If trifling kill. 
Sure vice must butcher : Oh ! what heaps of ^laia 
Call out for vengeance on us ! time destroyed 
Is suicide, where more than blood is spilt« 

YoUMG* • 

And are public diversions better evidences of our inno* 
cence and happiness ? Let reason decide. In cities, some 
are lavish of the gold, which should be laid by for pay- 
ment of their debts» or the relief of the poor^ to buy an op- 
portunity of acting under a mask^ an impertinent or inuna-^ 
dest part without a blush; and others are guilty of the 
same injustice or prodigality, that they may be entided to 
the honour of waiting upon a company of idle buffoons, 
and seeing them act what would make a modest woman 
blush, or hearing them speak what persons of true piety, 
<*r pure morals, would gladly pay them never to utter. 

Are country amusements more rational and innocent ? 
What shall we say of those christian, or rather hea- 
thenish festivals called WaieSj annually kept in honour 
of the saint to whom the parish church was formerly dedi- 
cated ? are they not celebrated with the idleness, vaaity, 
and debauchery of the floralia ; with the noise, riots, and 
frantic mirth of the bacchanals ; rather than with ^the de« 
cent solenmityf pious cheerfulness, and strict temperance, 
which characterise the religion of the holy Jesus? 

The assizes are held, the judge passes an awful sentence 
of transportation or death upon guilty wretches, who stand 
]>ale and trembling before his tribunal ; and twenty couple 
of gay gentlemen and ladies, as if they rejoiced in the in- 
famy and destruction of their fellow mortals, hire on the 
occasion a band of musicians, and dance all night, perhaps 
in the very apartment, where the distracted victims of jus- 
tice a few hours before wrung their hands and rattled their 
irons. 
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The races are advertised, all the country is In motion, 
neither business, rain, nor storm, can prevent thousands, 
from running for mites, and sometimes through the worst 
of roadsf to feast their eyes upon the. danger of their fellbw 
creatures, and divert themselves with the misery of 'the 
most useful animals. Daring mortals hazard their necks 
upon swift coursers, which are tortured by Ae severest 

"^ lashes of the whip, and incessant pricks or tearing gashes 
of the spur, that they may exert their utmost force, strain 
every nerve, and make continued efforts even beyond the 
. powers of nature : Whence (to say nothing of fatal acci- 
dents, which yet alas ! too frequently happen) they some- 
times pant away their wretched lives in a bath of sweat 

,«. snd blood ; and all this, that they may afford a barbarous 
pleasure to their idle, wanton^ and barbarous beholders. 

In one place the inhuman sport is afforded by an unhap- 
py birdy fixed at some distance, that the sons of cruelty 
may long exercise their merciless skill, in its lingering and 
painful destruction : Or by two of them trained up, and 
high fed for the battle. The hour fixed for the ob- 
stinate engagement is come : and, as if it was not enough 
that they should pick each other's eyes out with the strong 
bills that nature has given them, human malice, or rather 
diabolical cruelty, comes to the assistance of their native 
fierceness. Silver spurs, or steel talons, sharper than those 
of the eagle, are barbarously fastened to their feet ; thus 
armed, they are excited to leap at each other, and in an 
hundred repeated onsets to tear their feathers and flesh, as 
if they were contending vultures ; and if at last one blind- 
ed, covered with blood and wounds, unable to stand any 
longer the metallic claws of his antagonist, enters into the 
agonies of death ; the numerous ring of stamping, clap- 
ping, shouting, eageriy betting, or horridly cursing specta- 
tors, is as highly delighted, as if the tortured^ dying crea- 
ture, was the common enemy of mankind. 
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In another place, a multitude of spectators is delightful- 
ly entertained by two brawny men, who unmercifully knock 
one another down, as if they were oxen appointed for the 
slaughter, and continue the savage play, till one, with his 
flesh bruised and his bones shattered, bleeding and gasping 
as in the pangs of death, yields to his antagonist^ and thus 
puts an end to the shocking sport. 

But it is perhaps a different spectacle, that recommends 
i^elf to the bloody taste of our baptised heathens. Fierce 
dogs are excited by fiercer men, with fury to fasten upon 
the nose, or tear out the eyes, of a poor confined animal^ 
which pierces the sky with his painful and lamentable bet- 
lowings, enough to force compassion from the heart of bar- 
barians, not totally lost to all sense of humanity ; whilst in 
the mean time the surrounding savage mob, rends die very 
heavens with the most horrid imprecations, and repeated 
shouts of applauding joy ; sporting themselves with that 
very misery, which human nature (were it not deplorably 
corrupted) would teach them to alleviate*"* 

These are thy favourite amusements, O England, thou 
centre of the civilized world, where reformed Christianity, 
deep-thinking wisdom, and polite learning, with all its re- 

* • * I ever thought, says judg^e Hale, in his contemplations^ that there 

< it a certain degree of justice due from man to the creatures, as from 

< man to man ; and that an excessive use of the creature's labour is an 

< injustice^ for which he must account. I have therefore always es- 

* teemed it as a part of my duty, and it has always been my practice to 
' * be merciful to my beasts ; and upon the same account I have declined 

* any cruelty to any of thy creatures, and, as much as I might, prevent- 

< cd it in others as a tyranny. I have abhorred those sports that con- 

* sist in the torturing of thy creatures ; and if any noxious creature 
' must be destroyed, or creatures for food must be taken, it lias been 

* my practice to do it in a manner that may be with tho least torture or 

* cruelty to the creature ; ever remembering, that though God has given 
' us a dominion over his creatures, yet it is under a law of justice, pru- 
' dencc, and moderation : otherwise we should become tyrant* and not 

* hrdt over God's creatures ; and therefore those things of this nature^ 

* which others hnYC practised hs recreations^ I hscf^ avwded at tim* 
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finement, have fixed their abode ! Bat, in the name of com- 
inon sense, how can we clear them from the imputation of 
absurdity, folly, and madness I And by what means can 
this be reconciled, I will not say to the religion of the meek 
Jesus, but to the philosophy of a PlatOf or calm reason of 
any thinking man 7 How perverted must be the tattOi 
how irrational, and cruel the diversions of barbarians, m 
other parts of the globe ! And how applicable to all, the wise 
man's observation ! Foolishncits is bound up in the heari 
of a childy and madness in the breasts of the sons qfmetu 

XXIV. ARGUMENT. 

The total corruption of our natiu*e appears not only in 
the inclination of mankind to pursue irrational, and cmd 
amusements; but in their general propensity to commit 
the most unprofitable^ ruRculous^ inhuman^ impious^ and 
diabolical sins. 

Ist^ The most unprofitable: For instance, that of sport* 
ing in prophane oaths and curses with the tremendous 
name of the Supreme Being. Because of swearing the land 
mournethi said a prophet thousands of years ago ; and what 
land, even in Christendom, yea, what parish in this reformed 
island mourns not, or ought not to mourn, for the same 
provoking crime ? a crime, which is the hellish offspring 
of practical atheism, and heathenish insolence, a crime that 
brings neither profit, honor, nor pleasure to the prophane 
wretch who commits it, a crime for which he may be put 
to open shame, forced to appear before a magistrate, and 
sent for ten days to the house of correction, unless he pays 
an ignominious fine ; and what is more awful still, a crime, 
which, if persisted in, will one day cause him to gnaw his 
impious tongue in the severest torments* Surely man, who 
drinks this insipid and yet destructive iniquity like water, 
must have his moral taste strangely vitiated, not to say^ 
diabolically perverted* 
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^ 2^« Thtf most rHfkiilotts sins. In wliat country, town, 
V vilUjip do not women betray their silly vanity ? 1^ it not 
lIllj'iMie foolish disposition of Ikeart, which make^ them, 
fxyf^ their ears in Europe, and slit their noses in America, 
Aaf they may unnaturally graft into their flesh pieces of 

• glass, alkiiiing pebbles, glittering gold, or trinkets of mean- 
er tnetfti f and when feiwle Hottentots fancy they add to the 
iflipcMtanQe of their filthy person, by ^me yards of the 
\jiottty intestines of a beast, twisted round their arms 
or neclcs, do they not evidence the very same spirit of the 
ladies in oi^^emisphere, who too often measure their dig- 

• nity by the 'yards of eoknired silk bands, with which they 
crown themselves, and turn the grave matron into a pitiful 

Sdly. The most inhuman sins. ** An hundred thousand 
mad Miinnds, whose heads are covered with hats, says 
^feltaire, mdvanced to kill, or to be killed, by the like num- 
ber of their fellow mortals^ covered with turbans. By this 
strange prooeduiv they want, at best, to decide whether a 
tract of land, to which none of them all lays any claim, 
shall belong^ to a certain man whom they call Sultan, or to 
another whom tbey call Ceesar, neither of whom ever saw, 
or ever will see the spot so furiously contended for : And 
very few of those creatures, who thus mutually butcher 
one another, ever beheld the animal for whom they cut 
each others throats. From time immemorial this has been 
the way of mankind almost over all the earth. What an 
excess of madness is this ! And how deservedly might a 
superior Being crush to atoms this earthly ball, the bloody 
nest of such ridiculous murderers !'* 

The same author makes elsewhere the following reflec- 
tions, on the same melancholy subject : ^^ Famine, pesti- 
lence, and war, are the three most famous ingredients of 
this lower world. The two first comes from God, but the 
last, in which all three concur, comes from the imagination 
of princes or ministers. A king fancies that he has a right 
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to a distant ) 'ovince# He raises a multinide of men, who 
have nothing to do, and anthing to lose ; gives tho^ a red 
coat, and«a laced hat, and makes them wheel to thft ri^i^ 
wheel to the 'eft, and march to glory* Five or six of theae^ 
belligerent pc-wers sometimes engage together, three agpdnsc 
three, or two against four : but whatever part thay take, 
they all agree in one point, which ia» to do their neighbour* 
all possible mischief. The most astonishing thing bekng- 
log to their infernal undertaking, is, that every ring-kildeK 
of those murderers, gets his colours consecrated, and^WF 
semnly blessed in the name of Crod, before he marchea vifr 
to the destruction of his fellow-creatures. If a chief war- 
rior has had the good fortune of getting only two or three 
thousand men slaughtered, he does not think it WBrtk hjia 
while to thank God for it : But if ten thousand fasFe been 
destroyed by fire and sword^ and if (to complete Ms good 
fortune) soipe capital city has been totally overthrd'wni a daf 
of public thanksgiving is appointed on the joyful occasion* 
Is not dtaC a fine art which carries such desolation throagh 
the earth ; and one year with another destroys forty thou- 
sand men, out of an hundred thousand !'' 

4ihiy» The most ifnpious sins ; ibr instance, that of idol* 
airy ; ^^ Before the coming of Christ, says a late Divine, 
all the polite and barbarous nations among the Heathens, 
plunged into it with equal blindness. And the Jews were 
so strongly wedded to it, that God's miraculous interposi- 
tion, both by dreadful judgments and astonishing mercies, 
could not for eight hundred years, restrain them from com- 
mitting it in the grossest manner.'' 

Nor need we look at either Heathens or Jews, to see the 
proneness of mankind to that detestable crime ; Christians 
alone can prove the charge. To this day, the greatest part 
of them pray to dead men and dead women ; bow to ima- 
ges of stone and crosses of wood ; and make, adore, and 
swallow down the wafer-god : And diose who pit>' them 
for this ridiculous idolatry, till converting grace inter- 
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puitfi, 4>l% •^'^ ¥/^ *^^^ ^^ in Jtheir. hearts^ find without 
jpiog to the plaiu of Dura, sacrifice idl to the Kiii|;'8 golden 
ftpMgc. * 

. Add Sthilfi Tbe most diabolical sio ; Persecution^ that 
itrouitle offspring of Satan tratvtfornkfd into an angel of 
Ufht. M0it€cutiort^ . $hu bloodf bypocriticri monster, 
(HJ^ck^^KfTies a bible, a lifturgy, and a bundle of canons 
m-btffc hand I with fire, faggots, and all the weapons in- 
~¥ca|pii by«rueky is the ojtber; and with sanctified looks, 
di^ctsr%facks, or murders men, either because they love 
God, or (ttfeause they cannot all think alike. 

Time would fail to teH of those, who, on religious ac« 
coQnta^4talve been stoned and sawn asunder by the Jews, 
cast to the lions and burnt by the Heathsns, strangled and 
im^ed hf the Mahometans, and butchered all manner of 
waya faf ihe Christians* 

Yea, y/ft m\ivt confess it. Christian Rome hath glutted 
herself with the blood of martyrs, which Heathenish Rome 
had but comparatively tasted : and when Protestants fled 
^Mpi^f htf b)oody pale, they brought along with them too 
aniilk of her bloody spirit* Prove the sad assertion, poor 
Servetus : When Romish inquisition had forced thee to fly 
to Geneva, what reception didst thou meet with in that re- 
. formed city I Alas ! the Papists had burned thee in effi- 
gy, the Protestants burned thee io realityt and Molock 
triumphed to see the two opposite parties, agree in offer- 
ing him^the human sacrifice. 

So imiversally restleas is the spirit of persecution, which 
inspires the unrenewed part of mankind, that when people 
of the same religion have no outward opposer to tear, they 
bark at, bite, and devour one another. Is it not the same 
bitter zeal, that made die Pharisees and€adducees among 
the Jews, and now makes the sects of Ali and Omar 
among the Mahometans, those of the Jansenists and Mo- 
linists among the Papists, and those of the Calvinists and 
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Armenians among thje Protescauu, oppose each Ali|r'4rtlh 
such acrimony and virulence ? ^ ^ " . . ^ 

But let us look around us at borne : When persecHti])^ 
Popery had almost expired in the fires, m whtfth it biimed 
our first church-m^en, how soon did those who sCrvi^ld 
them commence persecutors of tht PresbyteriibMi:? Whm 
these, forced to fly to New-England for rest, got tiMre f||^ 
' staff of power in their handy did? they not, in their tuffa YaD * 
upon, and even hang th« Quakers f and now tkat aii||Bi«f 
toleration binds the monster, and the lash of pens cotiftt* 
crated to the defence of our civil and religioOB^ libeities, 
makes him either afraid or ashaooed of roaring aloud for 
his prey ; does he not shew, by his supercilious MUn^ ma- 
licious sneers, and settled contempt of vital piety, what he 
would do, should an opportunity offer ? And does-he^ot 
still, under artful pretences, go to the utmost length of his 
chain, to wound the reputation of those, whom be cannot 
devour, and inflict at least ^academic death upon those 
whose person is happily secured from his rage. 

O ye unconverted among mankind, if all these al^mi- 
nations every where break out among you ; what cages «f 
unclean birds, what nests swarming with cruel vipers, are 
your deceitful and desperately wicked hearts ! 

XXV. ARGUMENT. 

« 

How dreadfully fallen is man, if he has not onjjy a pro- 
pensity to commit the above-mentioned sins, but to trans- 
gress the divine commands with a variety of shocking 
aggravations ! Yes, mankind are prone to sin : 

I. Immediately^ by a kind of evil instinct : as children^ 
who peevishly strike the very breast they suck ; and betray 
the rage of their litde hearts, by sobbing and swelling, 
sometimes till, by forcing their bowels out of their place, 
they bring a rupture upon themselves ; and frequently till 

* See Pietas Oxoni^nais. 
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they are htmk in the face, and almost suflfocated. II. De- 
llfffraiitly^ rii those, who having life and death clearly sec 
bifoffe them, wilfully, obstinately chuse the way that leads 
to certailffldestruction* III. Repeatedly, witness liars, who^ 
belrau^ thetr crime costs them but a breath, frequently 
commit it at every breatb* IV^ Contmuallify as rakes^ who 
%ould make their whole Ufe one uninte«''-««Dted scene of 
#«bauchcf^. If theiP.Mfrausted strength, ^r purse, did not 
Aixe th^ to intermit tkeir lewd practices ; though not 
withdiit a promise to renew them again, at the first conve- 
ni^t djl^pbrtuni^. V* Treachtrouslyj as those Christians, 
who forget divine mercies, and their own repeated resolu- 
tions, break thtough the solemn vows and promises made 
4fl their sacran#nts, and sinning with an high hand against 
'ikfiir profession^ perftdiously fly in the face of their con- 
«iience, the church, and their Saviour. VI. Daringly^ as 
►Sc who stoal under the gallows, openly insult their pa- 
rents or theh-%ing, laugh at all laws human and divine, 
and put to defiance all, that are invested with power to see 
them executed. VII. Triumphantly^ as the vast number 
of those, who glory in their shame, sound aloud the trum- 
|St of their own wickedness, and boast of their horrid, re- 
peated debaucheries, as admirable, and praise-worthy 
deeds. VIII. Proj^resshely, till they have filled up the 
measure of their iniquities, as individuals ; witness Judas, 
who from covetousness, proceeded to hypocrisy, theft, 
treason, despair and self-murder : Or, as a nation ; witness 
the Jews, who after despising and killing their prophets, 
rejected the Son of God ; affirmed he was mad ; stigma- 
tized him with the name of Deceiver ; said he was Beelze- 
bub himself; offered him all manner of indignities ; bought 
his blood ; prayed it might be on them, and their children ; 
rested not, till they had put the Prince of Ufe to the most 
Ignominious death; and horrible to say ! made sport with 
the groans, which rent the rocks around them, and threw 
the earth into convulsions under their feet. IX. Unnatu* 
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rally: (1.) By dstoniMng' barbaritie9; aa A^ wamcnr 
who murder their own childrea ; the Greeks imd IhlBUgj^ 

irho exposed them to be the living prey of wild beast»4 tljip 
savages, who knock their aged parents on the Jiead; tbt 
Cannibals, who roast and eat their prisoners of war ; ipvi 
some revengeful people, who, to taste all the sweetness of 
their devilish passion, have murdered th(eir enemy, and 
eaten up his liver and heart. (2.) By the most dlaboliui 
superstitions : As the Israelites, who, when- they had 
learned the xvorks of the Heatheiu^ sacrificed their 9om 
and their daughters to devils ; and by tlie horrible p|ac|ices 
o^ witchcraft, endeavoured to raise, and deal with infernal 
spirits : And (3.) by the most preposterous gratification 
of sense: Witness the incests ^and rapes committed inthif * 
land ; the infamous fires, which drew fire and brimsttfpe . 
down from heaven upon accursed cities ; and the horx|4 « 
lusts of the Canaanites, though alas ! not confined to ^^$f. 
naan ; which gave birth to the laws recorded. Lev. xviii. 7, « 
23. and xx. 16«f Laws that arc at once the disgrace of 
mankind, and the proof of my assertion, X. What is most 
astonishing of all Inj Apostacy : As those, wlio having be^ 
js^un in the spirit^ and tasted the bitterness of repentanice, 
the g'ood word of Gody and the powers of the world to come^ 
make shipwreck of the faith^ deny the Lord that brought 
them^ account the blood of the covenant wherewith they 
xvere sanctified an unholy thing : and so scandalously end 

• The reason, which eng^gtjH the publisher of these sheets, to preach 
to somo of tlie colliers in his neig'hbourhood, was the horrid length 
they went in immorality. One of them, whose father was hangped, upon 
rctiiniiiig" himself from transportation, in cool blood attempted to ra- 
vish his own daughter in the pi*csence of his own wife, and was just 
prevented from complcating* his crime, by the utmost exertion of the 
united streng-th of the motlier and the child. "WTien brutish ignorance, 
and heathenish wickedness break out into such unnatund enormities, 
who would not break throug-h the hedge of canonical regularity ? 

■[■ In the last century, an Irish Bishop was clearly convioted of the 
crime forbidden in tliose laws, and suffered death for it. 
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* llr JP#»//, titilt they are justly compared to trees'iaithtrcdf 
^ffick'^ up by the roots^ twice'tieadl and to raging wave* 

* J pik Hift^fktmtl^ out their own shanie, to whom is reserved 
\^mKi^aidknt§»^ of darkness Jor ewer. 

' Gdpid God ! what line cao'lithom an abyss of corrup- 
itatas fhe overflowings of which are more or less attended 
^ itfth these muldplieit and shocking aggravations i 
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* If theJbrce of a torrent may be ktiown by the height, 
9end numbfef of tbt banks, wllich4t overflows ; the strength 
of this comii^on will be rightly estimated from the high, 

Snumerooi^kes raised to stem it^ which it neverthe- 
continilf^y breaks through. 

tgaovwmk aad debauchery, injustice and impiety, in ali 
*didir shapes, still overspread the whole earth; notwith- 
sMUding innumerable means used, in all ages, to suppress 
and prevent them. 

The almost lotal extirpation of mankind by the deluge, 
the fiery showers that consumed Sodom, the ten £g}'ptian 
plagues, the entire excision of whole nations who were 
oiifee fasious for their wickedness, the captivities of the 
J«wSf the destruction of thouisands of cities and kingdoms, 
And millions of more private judgments, never fully stopped 
immorality in any one country. 

The striking miracles wrought by prophets, the alarm- 
ing sermons preached by divines^ the infinite number of 
good books published in almost all languages, and the 
founding of myriads of churches^ religious houses, schools, 
colleges and universities, have not yet caused impitfty to 
hide its brazen face any where. The making of all sorts 
of excellent laws, the appointing of magistrates and judges 
to put them in force, the forming of associations for the 
reformation of manners, the filling of thousands of prisons. 
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and erecting of millions of racks and gallows, have not f0 
suppressed one vice. * '^ *i|(j* 

And what is most amazing of all, the liif»mi(^^|pft,M4L * 
ferings, death, and heavenly doctrine of the Sob o#GbS7 
the laboui-s, writings, and mtn3rrdom of his discipleqj^ tM 
example, and intreaties of millions that kfvf^ lived ao^t 
died in the faith ; the inexpressible horrors and frightfjri 
warnings of thousands of wicked men, who have tg^jjt^ecl 
in their last moments, that they had workod eut thefr dsm- 
nation, and were just going to their own place; the Uood 
of myriads of martyrs^ the strivings of the Holy Sipirit, the 
dreadful curses of the law, and the glorious pit>mise8 of ' 
the gospel — All these means together, have ifet extirpated 
immorality and prophaneness, out of one sif^g^ tQwn^ 
village in all the world ; no, nor out of one l^igle fanj(||^ 
for any length of time. And this will probal|f|^,ccHiti0ue 
to be the desperate case of mankind, till the Lord lnyitto ' 
his powerful hand ; seconds these means by the continued 
strokes of the sword of his Spirit; pleads by Jire and swori 
with allfiesh ; and according to his promise,! causes rightt' 
ousness to cover the earthy as the waters cover the sea* 

Is not this a demonstration founded on matter of fact, 
that human corruption is not only deep as the ocean ; bat 
impetuous as an overflowing river, which breaks down all 
its banks, and leaves marks of devastation in every place ? 
This will still appear in a clearer light, if we consider the 
strong opposition, which our natural depravity makes to 
divine grace in the unconverted. 

XXVII. ARGUMENT. 

When the Lord, by the rod of affliction, the sword of the 
spirit^ and the power of his grace, attacks the hard heart 
of a sinner ; how obstinately does he resist the sharp, 
though gracious operation ! To make an honourable and 
vigorous defence, he puts on the shining robes of his for- 
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aidicy ; he stmids firm in the boasted armour of his moral 
powers ; he daubs with untempered mortar the ruinous waU 
of his conduct; with self-righteous resolutions, and phari* 
saie professions of virtue, he builds as he thinksy an im- 
pregnable tower ; musters and draws up in batde array his 
poor works, artfully putting in the front those that make 
the finest appearance, and carefully concealing the vices, 
which he can neither disguise, nor dress up in the regi- 
mentals of virtue. 

In the mean time he prepares the carnal weapons of his 
warfare^ and raises the battery of a multitude of objections 
to silence the truth that begins to gall him. He affirms, 
** the preachers of it are deceivers and mad men ,-" tillf ha 
sees the Jews and Heathens fixed even upon Christ and 
St« Paul the very same opprobrious names : He calls it a 
^ new doctrine ;^' till he is obliged to acknowledge that it 
is as old as the Reformers, the Aposdes, and the Pro* 
phets : He says ^* it is fancy, delusion, enthusiasm ;*' till the 
blessed effects of \U on true believers, constrain him to 
drop the trite and slanderous assertion : He declares, that 
^ it drives people out of their senses, or makes them me- 
lancholy,'* till he is compelled to confess^ that the fear of 
the Lord is the beginning' of wisdomf and that none are so 
happy and joyful, as those who truly love, and zealously 
serve God : He urges, that " it destroys good works ;*' till 
a sight of the readiness of believers, and of his own back* 
wardness to perform them, makes him ashamed of the 
groundless accusation : He will tell you twenty times over, 
*^ There is no need of so much ado ;" till he discovers the 
folly of being careless on the brink of eternal ruiny and ob- 
serves that the nearness of temporal danger puts him upon 
the utmost exertion of all his powers. Perhapsy to get 
himself a name among his prophane companions, he lam- 
poons the scriptures, or casts out firebrands and arrows 
against the despised disciples of Jesus, ^ they are all poor 

and illiterate/' says he, ^^ fools or knaves, cheats and hy* 

2Q 



3S4 AN APPEAL, &c 

pocrites," he. &c till the word of God stops lus moiftb^ 
and he sees himself the greatest hypocrite, with whom he 
is acqiiainted. 

When by such heavy charges, he has long kept off the 
truth from his heart, and the servants of God from his 
company, this kind of ammunition begins to fail ; and he 
barricaded himself with the fear of being undone in his cir- 
cumstances, till experience convinces him, that No good 
thing' shall God xvithhold from them that live a godly fi/r, 
and that AU things shall be added to them^ who seek first 
the kingdom of God. He then hides himself in the crowd 
of the ungodly, and says, ^* if he perishes, many will share 
the same fate ;" till he sees the glaring absurdity of gmng 
to hell for the sake of company. He shelters at last under 
the protection of the rich, the great, the learned despiaers 
of Christ and the cross ; till the mines of their wickedness 
springing on all sides around him^ makes him fly to the 
sanctuary of the Lord; and there he sees the wi^s, and 
tmderstands the end of these men. 

^^ hen all his batteries are silenced, and a breach is made 
in his conscience, he looks out for some secret way to 
leave Sodom, without being taken notice of, and derided 
by those who fight under Satan*s banner; and the fear of 
being taken for one of them that Jiy from the wrath to 
comci and openly take the part of an holy God against a 
sinful world, pierces him through with many sorrows* 

Are the outworks taken, has he been forced to part with 
his gross immoralities, he has generally recourse to a va- 
riety of stratagems : Sometimes he publicly dismisses Sa- 
tan's garrison, fleshly lusts which war against the godly, 
and keep them under the ungodly soul; but it is only to let 
them in again secretly, either one by one, or with forces 
seven times greater, so that his last state is worse than the 
frst. At other times he hoists up the white flag of truth, 
^parently yields to conviction, favours the ministers of the 
gospel, admits the language of Canaan, and warmly con- 
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tends for e?angelical doctrines : But alas ! the place has 
not surrendered, his heart is not given up to God : spiritual 
wickedness, under fair shows of zeal, still keeps possession 
for the God of this world; and the shrewd hypocrite art- 
fully imitates the behaviour of a true Israelite, just as Sa% 
ten transforms himself to an angel of light. 

Is he at last deeply convinced, that the only mean of es- 

' caping destruction, and capitulating to advantage, is to de- 
liver up the traitor 5*211 ? Yet what a loi\g parley does he 
hpld about it ! What a multitude of plausible reasons^ 
does he advance to put it off from day to day ! *^ He is 
** yet young— The Lord is merciful— All have their foi- 
^^ bles-^We are here in an imperfect state— It is a little sin 
^* ^-It may be consistent with loyalty to God — It hurts no- 
^^ body but himself — Many pious men were once guilty of 

. ** it— By Mid by he wiU repent as they did, &c. &c.** When 
louder summons and increasing fears, compel him to re- 
nounce the lusts of the fleshy how strongly does he plead for 
those of the mind! And after he has ^ven up his bosom- 
sin with his lips, how treacherously does he hide it in the 
inmost recesses of his heart. 

Never did a besieged town dispute the ground with such 
obstinacy, and hold out by such a variety of stratagems, as 
corrupt man stands it out against the repeated attacks of 
truth and grace. If he pelds at all, it is seldom before he 
is brought to the greatest extremity. Vit feeds on the dust 
of the earth ; he tries to fill his soul with the husks of va- 
nity: and fares hard on sounds, names, forms, opinions, 
withered experience, dry notions of fiuth, and empty pro- 
fessions of hope, and fawning shows of love, till the mighty 
famine arises^ and the intolerable want of substantial bread, 
forces him to surrender at discretion, and without reserve. 
Some stand it out thus, against the God of their salva- 
tion, ten or twen^ years; and others never yield, till the 
terrors of death storm their affrighted soulsf their last 
sickness batters down their tortured bodies, and the poison 
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of the arrows of the Almighty drinis up their wasted opi' 
fits. What a strong proof is this of the inveteracy, and 
obstinacy of our corruption* 

XXVIII. ARGUMENT. 

But a sdll stronger may be drawn» from llie amazbg 
struggle of God's children with their depravity ; even after 
they have, through grace, powerfully subdued, and gkiri- 
ously triumphed over it. The Redeemer himself is the 
Captain of their salvation: They are embarked with him, 
and bound for heaven : They look at the compass of God% 
word : They hold the rudder of sincerity : They CKOwd di 
the sails of their good resolutions and pious affections, to 
catch the gales of divine assistance : they exhort one anO' 
ther daily J to ply the oars of faith and prayer with watch- 
ful industry : tears of deep repentance and fervent desiiti 
often bedew their faces in the pious toil : they would la- 
iher die than draw back to perdition ; but, alas ! the stream 
of corruption is so impetuous, that it often prevents their 
making any sensible progress in their spiritual voyage : and 
if, in an unguarded hour, they drop the oar, and faint in 
the work offaith^ the patience ofhope^ or the labour oflovt^ 
they are presendy carried down into the dead sea of rdd- 
gious formality, or the whirlpools of scandalous wicked- 
ne^- Witness the lukewarmness of the Laodiceans, the 
adultery of David, the perjury of Peter, the final apostacy 
of Judas, and the shameful flight of all the disciples. 

XXIX. ARGUMENT. 

When evidences of the most opposite interest, agree in 
their deposition of a matter of fact, its truth is generally 
corroborated. To the last argument, taken from some 
sad experiences of God's people, I shall therefore add one, 
drawn from the religious rites of paganism, the confessions 
of ancient heathens, wd the testimony of modem deists. 
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When die lieathenB made their iemples stream with the 
Jblood of slaughtered hecatombt, did thejTnet often ez^ 
citly deprecate the wrath of heaven and impen^ng destruc- 
tion ? and was it not a smse of their guilt and danger ? and 
an hope, that the punishment they deserved, might be trans- 
ferred to their bleeding victims, which gave birth to their 
numerous, expiatory, and propitiatory sacrifices ? If this 
must be granted, it is plain, those sacrifices were so many 
proofsf that the considerate Heathens were no utter stran- 
gers to their corruption and danger. 

But let them speak their own sentiments. Not to men- 
lion their aUegorical fables of Prometheus, who brought a 
curse upon -earth by stealing fire out of heaven ; and of 
Pandora, whose fatid curiosity let all sorts of woes and dis- 
eases loose upon mankind : Does not Ovid in his Meta- 
morphoses pve a striking account of the fallf and its dread- 
ful consequences i Read his description of the golden age, 
and you see Adam in Paradise ; proceed to the iron age, 
nnd you behold the horrid picture of our consummate wick- 
edness. 

If the ancients had no idea of that native propensity to 
evil which we call original depravity; what did Plato 
mean by our ^Natural wickedness ? And Pythagoras by 
^The fatal dtrnpanum^ the noxious strife that lurks rvithin 
usy and was bom along with us ? Did not Solon take for 
his motto the well known saying, which, though so much 
neglected now» was formerly written in golden capitals over 
the door of Apollo's temjde at Delphos, % Know thyself? 
Are we not informed by Heathen Historians, that Socra- 
tes, the Prince of the Greek sages, acknowledged he was 

• VMHtm, f» ^p^-fi. Hence tliat exceUent definition of true religion, 
Offtf^-fi* *i';c*f> The cittc of a diseased souL 

Sv^vr*^. Aur. Carm. 
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tiatutaUy prone to the grossest vices i Does not Senecat^ 
die best of the Roman philosophers, observe, *We are 
bom in such a cond&tton^ that we are not subject to fewer 
disorders of the mind than of the body P Yea, that \AU 
vices are in all men^ though they do not break out in every 
one: and that \ To confess them is the beginning of our 
cure ? and had not Cicero lamented before Seneca^ that 
JMen are brought into life by nature as a step^mother^ with 
a nakedy frailj and infirm body 9 and a stuI prone to (Gvers 
lusts P 

Even some of the sprightliest poets, bear their testimonj 
to the mournful truth I contend for. Propertius could 
aay, ^ery body has a vice, to which he is inclined by nature. 
Horace declared, that || No man is bom free from vices^ and 
that he is the best man who is oppressed with the least-^ 
That ^ Mankind rush into wickedness, and always desires 
what isfobidden-^That **youth hath the softness of wax io 
feeeive vicious impressions, and the hardness of a rock to re- 
sist virtuous admonitions^^In a word : that we are mad 
enough to attack heaven itself, and that our repeated crimes 
do not suffer that God of heaven to lay by his wrathful 
ihunder-bolis^i 

* Hac conditione nati fumos : Anlxnalia obnoxia non paucioribus ani* 
mi quam corporis inorbis. 

f Omnia in omnibus vitia sunt, sed non omnia in sin^^ulis extant* 
^ Vitia sua confiteri sanitatis principium est. 
§ Unicuique dedit vidit vitium natura creato. 
I Nam ritiis nemo sine nascitur, optimus ille ^t 

Qui minimis urgetur. 
1 Gens humana ruit per vititum nefas, } 

Nitimur in vetitum semper cupimua que negata* 
** Cereus in ritium flecti, monitoribus asper. 
jj- Cslum ipsum petimus stultitia; neque 

Per nostrum patimur scelus 

Iracunda Jorem ponere fulmina. 



And Juvenal, as if he had understood what St. Paid 
says of the carnal mind^ affirms that * Nature unchangea^ 
iiy Jixt tends, yea run9 hack to vnciednessj as bodies to 
their centre. 

Thus the very depositions of the Heathens, in their lu* 
cid intervals, as well as their sacrifices^ prove the depravi- 
ty and danger of mankind. And so does likewise the tes- 
timony of some of our modern^ deistical Philosophers. 

The ingenious author of a book, called Philosophical 
Enquiries concerning the Americans^ informs us, it is a 
custom among some Indians, that as soon as the wife is 
delivered of a child* the husband must take to his bed, 
where he is waited on by the poor woman, who should have 
been bfought there ; and that to this day, the same ridicu- 
lous custom prevails in some parts of France. ^ From 
this and other instances^ says our Enquirer, we may col" 
kct, that however men may differ in other points, there is a 
moit striking conformity among them in absurdity.^ 

The same philosopher, who is by no means tainted, with 
what some persons are pleased to call enthusiasm^ confirms 
the doctrine of our natural depravity by the following anec- 
dote, and the ironical observation with which it is closed. 
The Eskimaux (the wildest and most sottish people in all 
America) call themselves men, and all other nations barba* 
rians. *^ Human vanity, we see, thrives equally well in all 
elmates; in Labrador as in Asia* Beneficent nature has 
dealt out as much of this comfortable quality to a Green* 
lander, as to the most consummate French petit maitre.^ 

The following testimony is so much the more striking, 
as it comes from one of the greatest poets, philosophers, 
and deists, of this present free-thinking age. * Who can, 
^ without horror, consider the whole earth, as the Empire 
* of destruction ! It abounds in wonder* it abounds also in 

* Ad mores natora recurrlt 
Baittnatos, fiia et muUri nescis. 
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* vicdtns ; it IB a vast field of carnage and contagion. 
^ Every species is without pity, pursued and torn to pieces 
« through the earthy and air, and water. In man there is 
^ more wretchedness than in a// other animals put together: 
^ he smarts continually under two scourges, which other 
^ animals never feel; anxiety, and a listlessness in appetence^ 

< which make him weary of himself. He bves life, and 

* yet he knows that he must die. If he enjoys some tran- 
^ sient good, for which he is thankful to heaven, he sufiera 

< various evils, ^nd is at last devoured by worms. Thii 

* knowledge is his fatal prerogative : other animals- have it 
' not. He feels it every moment, rankling and corroding 
^ in his breast. Yet he spends the transient moment o£ 

* his /existence in diffusing the misery that he suflGBrs ; ia 
^ cutting the throats of his feUow-creaturea for pay ; in 

* cheating and being cheated^ in robbing and being robbcdii 
^ in serving that he may command, and in repenting ailf 
^ that he does. The bulk of mankind are nothing, more 

< than a crowd of wretches, equally criminal and.unfbrtn- 
^ nate, and the globe contains rather carcasses than men* 

< I tremble upon a review of this dreadful picture, to find 

* that it implies a complaint against providence, and I wbh 
^ that I had never been bom.' Voltaire* s Gospel of the 
Bay* 

• Wild error is often the guide, and glaring contradiction the badge 
both of those who reject revelation, like Voltaire j and of those, who 
indirectly set aside one lialf of it, like the Pharisees and anUnomiaiw 
around us. See a striking proof of it This very author, in another 
book, (O ! see what antichrittian morality comes to !) represents the hor* 
riblc sin of Sodom as an excusable mittakc of nature, and assures us, that 
" M the -worst of times, there is at most upon earth, one man in a thousand, 
that can be called -wiched." Now for the proof! *• Hardly tlo toe see one mf 
those enormous crimes, tJiat s/tock human nature, committed in ten yeara at 
Rome, Paris, or London, those cities -where the thirst of gain, -which is the 
parent of alt crimes, is carried to the tughest pitch. If men -were essential- 
ly wicked, Ttr should find e^'ery morning husbands murdered by their vdves^ 
^c. as loe do hens killed by foxes.'*, According to this apostle of the dc- 
istical world, it geem» that tlie most intense thirst of gold is no de- 
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And yety O strange infatuation ! vain man will he wisei 
and wicked man pretends to be righteous ! Far from re- 
penting in the dust ; he pleads his innocence, and chums 
the rewards of imaginary merit ! Incredible as the asser- 
tion is, a thousand witnesses are ready to confirm it* 

Come forth, ye natural sons of virtue^ who with scorn* 
ful boasts attack the doctrine of man's depravity. To 
drown the whispers of reason and experience, sound eacb 
your own trumpet— Thank God, you <* are not as other 
men"— Inform us, you ** have a good heart,"— and " a 
clear conscience :" Assure us, you *' do your duty, your 
endeavours, your best endeavours" to please the author of 
your lives — Vow, you never were guilty of any crime, ne- 
ver did any harm :"— .And tell us, you hope to mount to 
heaven, on the strong pinions of your *^ good works and 
pious resolutions." 

grce of wickedness ; that a woman, U> be very good, needs only not cut 
her husband's throat while he is asleep ; and that it even little matters 
whether she omits the dire murder out of rc^rd to his life, or her own^ 
What moral philosophy is here ! Why if the sin of Sodom is a peccadil- 
lo, a froUcksome mistake ; and nothing is wickedness but a treacherous 
cutting of an husband's or a parent's throat ; I extend my charity four 
times beyond thee, O Voltaire, and do maintain, tlut there is not 009 
wicked m n in Jive thousand. 

I mscrt this note, to obviate the charges of severe critics, who accuse 
me of dealing in ** gross misrepresentations, false quotatioiis, and forge- 
rics»" because I quote some authors, when they speak as the oracles of 
CUxl ; and do not swell my book with their inconsistencies, when they 
contradict the scriptures, reason, and the truths, which they themselven 
have advanced in some happy moments ; and because I cannot force my^ 
reason to maintain with them, both sides of a glaring contradiction. 

O ye deistical moralists, let me meet with more candor, justice^ and 

mercy from you, than I have dome frofn the warm opppsers of the second), 

gospel-axiom. It is enough that you discard scripture, do not like them, 

make it a part of your grtbodoxy, to murder rfASQDi «aA iM^ ^tmmw 

ftoseoutof di^rst 

^ R 
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When you have thus acted the Pharisee's part before 
jour fellow-creatures ; go to your Creator, and assume the 
character of the publican. G>nfe88 with your Ups, you are 
miserable sinnersf who have done what you aught not to 
have done, and left undone what you ought to have done : 
Protest there is no health in you : Complain that the re- 
membrance of your sins is grievous unto you, and the bur- 
then of them intolerable : But remember, O ye self-righte- 
Qus formalists, that by this glaring inconsistency, you give 
the strongest proof of your unrighteousness. You are ne- 
vertheless modest, when compared with your brethem of 
the Romish church. 

These, far from thinking themselves unprofitable ser* 
vants^ fancy they are literally righteous overmuch. Be« 
coming merit- mongers, they make a stock of their works 
of supererogation, set up shop with the righteousness they 
can spare to others, and expose to sale indulgencies and 
pardons, out of their pretended treasury. Nor are there 
wanting sons of Simon, who with ready-money purchasCf 
as they thinks not livings in the church below ; but which 
is far preferable, seats in the church above, and good places 
at the heavenly court. 

Was ever a robe of righteousness (I had almost said a 
fooPs coat) so coarsely woven by the slaves of imposture 
and avarice ! and so dearly bought by the sons of supersd- 
tion and credulity ! 

O ye spiritual Ethiopians, who paint yourselves all over 
with the corroding white of hypocricy, and after all, are 
artful enough to lay on red paint, and imiute the blush of 
humble modesty. Ye that borrow virtue's robes to procure 
admiration, and put oa religion's cloak to hide your shame- 
ful deformity : Ye that deal in external righteousness, to car- 
ry on with better success the most sordid of all trades, that 
of sin ; of the worst of sins, pride ; of the worst of pride, 
which is spiritual : Ye numerous followers of those, whom 
ihe prophet of christians called crafty serpenls^ and soft 
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brood of vipers : Ye, to whom he declared that publicans 
and harlots shall enter into the kingdom 0/ heaven before 
you : if I call you in lasty to prove the desperate wicked* 
ness of the human heart, it is not because I esteem you the 
weakest advocates of the truth I contend for, but because 
you really are the strongest of my witnesses. 

And now, candid reader, forget not plain matter of fact ; 
recollect the evidence given by reason ; pass sentence upon 
these last arguments which I have offered to thy conside- 
ration ; and say whether man^s disposition and conduct to- 
wards his Creator, his fellow-creatures, and himself^ do not 
abundantly prove, that he is by nature in a fallen and lost 
estate* 
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The preceding arguments rtcommead tliemsdye^ t^ "^ 
the common sense of thinlung hesthenS) snd the consoence 
'of reasojDsble deists; as being all taken from thoietiTD 
■mazing volumes, which are opened to, and legiUe by aUi, 
di€tiwr£/and man. The foDowingare taken froma third 
▼olnmet the Ubk^ despised by the wits of the age, merefy ^ 
because they study and understand it, even less than tlie , 
other two. ^ The Uble,^' says one of them with a smikp^.' 
^ save yourself the trouble of producing arguments drawn.*^ 
£nom diat old legend, unless you first demonstrate its aij^ - 
jbeadcity by the noble faculty, to which you appeal in Aese 
pages."* For the sake of such objectors, I here prenuse, by 
way of dUgression, a few rational arguments to evince, as 
tu: as my contracted plan will allow, the divine authority 
of the scriptures. 

1. The sacred pen-men, the prophets and Apostles, were 
holy, ezoellent men, and ivotild not; ardess illiterate men^ 
and therefore could not, lay the horrible scheme of deluding 
iBiankind. The hope of gain did not influence them> for 
they were self-denying men, and left all to follow a master 
who had not where to lay his head; and whose grand ini« 
tiating maxim was. Except a m<m forsake all that lie hathy 
he cannot be my disciple. They were so disinterested, that 
Ihey secured nothing on earth but hunger and nakedness, 
atocks and prisons, racks and tortures ; which indeed was 
all that they could, or did expect in consequence of Christ's 
ezpressjdtdarations* Neither was a desire of honour the 
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motive of their actions ; for their Lord himself was treated 
with the utmost contempt, and had more than once assured 
them, that they should certainly share the same fate : Be- 
sides, they were humble men, not above working as me- 
chanics for a coarse maintenance, and so little desirous of 
human regard, that they exposed to the world the mean- 
ness of their birth and occupations, their great ignorance 
and scandalous falls* 

Add to this, that they were so many, and lived at such 
distance of time and place from each other, that had they 
been impostors, it would have been impracticable for them 
to contrive, and carry on a forgery without being detected. 
And as they neither would, nor could deceive the world ; 
so they neither could nor would be deceived themselves: 
For they were days, months, and years, eye and eor-wit- 
nesses of the things which they relate : and when they had 
not the fullest evidence of important facts, they insisted 
upon new proofs, and even upon sensible demonstrations ; 
as for instance Thomas, in the matter of our Lord's resur- 
rection, yohn XX. 25. And to leave us no room to ques- 
tion their sincerity, most of them joyfully sealed the truth 
of their doctrines with their own blood. Did so many and 
such marks of veracity, ever meet in any other audiors I 

2. But even while they lived, they confirmed their testi- 
mony by a variety of miracles, wrought in divers places, 
«nd for a number of years : sometimes before thousands of 
their enemies, as the miracles of Christ and his disciples ; 
sometimes before hundreds of thousands, as those of 
Moses. These miracles were so well known and attested^ 
that when both Christ and Moses appealed to their au- 
thenticity, before their bitterest opposers, mentioning the 
persons upon whom, as well as the particular times when, 
and the places where, they had been performed ; the facts 
were never denied, but passed over in silence, or malici- 
ously attributed to the prince of the devils. By such a pi^ 
tiful slander as this, Porphyry, Hierocles, Celsus, and Ju- 
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Kan the aposute, those learned and inveterate enemies of 
Christianity, endeavoured (as the phariseea had done before 
them) to sap the argument founded upon the miracles oC 
Christ and his disciples. So sure then as God would ne» 
▼er have displayed his arm, in the most ^astonishing man- 
ner for the support of imposture, the sacred pen-men had 
their commission from the Almighty, and their writings 
are his lively oracles. 

S. Reason itself dictates, that nothing but the plainest 
ptatter of foci, could induce so many thousands of preju- 
diced and persecuting Jews, to embrace the humbling, setf* 
denying doctrine of the cross, which they so much des- 
pised and abhorred* Nothing but the clearest evidence, 
arising from undoubted truth, could make multitudes of 
lawless, luxurious heathens receive, follow, and transmit ta 
posterity the doctrine and writings of the Apostles ; espe* 
cially at a time when the vanity of their pretensions to mi* 
racles, and the gift of tongues, could be so easily disco- 
vered, had they been impostors— at a time when the 
profession of Christianity exposed persons of all ranks to 
the greatest contempt, and most imminent danger. In this 
respect the case of the primitive christians, widely difiered 
from that of Mahomet's followers ; For those, who ad- 
hered to the warlike, violent impostor, saved their lives and 
properties, or attained to honour, by their new, easy, and 
flesh-pleasing religion : but those, who devoted themselves 
to the meek, self-denying, crucified Jesus, were frequendy 
spoiled of their goods, and cruelly put to death, or if they 
escaped with their lives, were looked upon as the very dregs 
of mankind* 

* Once indeed the Lord permitted the magicians of Egypt so to use 
their art, as to counterfeit for a time some of Moses' miracles ; but it 
was only to make the authenticity of others more conspicuous ; this 
being the happy effect of the contest, when those ministers of Satan 
withdrew confounded, and forced to acknowledge, that the finger of 
God was evidently displayed through the rod of their antagonist. 
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Add to diis, that some of the most profound parts of the 
scriptures, were addressed to the inhabitants of polite 
Greece, and triumphant Rome^ among *ifhom philosophy 
and literature, with the fine arts and the sciences, were in 
the highest perfection ; and who, consequendy, were less 
liable to be the dupes of forgery and imposture. On the 
contrary, gross ignorance overspread those countries, where 
Mahomet first broached his absurd opinions, and propa- 
gated them with the sword : A sure sign this, that the sa» 
cred writers did not, like that impostor, avail themselves 
of the ignorance, weakness, and helplessness of their fol- 
lowers, to impose falsehood upon them. 

When the authenticity of the miracles was attested by 
thousands of living witnesses, religious rites were instituted, 
and performed by hundreds of thousands, agreeable Cor 
scripture injunctions, in order to perpetuate that authenti- 
city. And these solemn ceremonies have ever since been 
kept up in all parts of the world ; the passover by the Jews, 
in remembrance of Moses' miracles in Egypt ; and the eU'- 
charut by christians, as a memorial of Christ's death, and 
the miracles that accompanied it, some of which are re- 
corded by Phlegon the Trallian, an heathen historian* 

* JV>r mang noble^ ruijf mamf vnn are caUed, sajrs the Apostle ; never- 
theless some of both, eren at the rise of Christianity, openly stood up 
lor its truth. Among the noble we find Joseph, a member of the g^reat 
Jewish council, Dionysius one of the judges at Athens, and Flai-ius Cle- 
nens a Roman senator: and among the vise, Quadratus, Aristides, and 
Athenagoras, Athenian philosophers ; Clemens, Amobius, Ammomius, 
Annatolius, &c. men of great learning at Alexandria ; and at Rome^ 
Justin Martyr and Tertidlian, both famous apologists for the religion 
•f Jesus, the latter of whom, in the second century, told the Roman 
governors, that their corporations, councils, and armies, and the en^c- 
ror's palace, were full of christians : Nor is this improbable, smce so 
early as St. Paul's days the tainf of Catai't household taUtted those of 
the Roman provinces. Phil. iv. 22. How credulous are they who can 
believe that persons of such rank and learning could be deluded })y 
Jewish fishermen into the worship of a crucified impostor. 
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5. The scriptures have not only the external sanction of 
miracles, but the internal stamp of the omniscient God^ by 
a variety of prophecies, some of which have already been 
most exactly confirmed by the event predicted; witness 
the rise and fall of the four grand monarchies according to 
Daniefs prophecy, chap. ii« and vii. and the destruction of 
the city and temple of Jerusalem, foretold by Christ, Matt, 
xxiv. 2. while others are every day fulfilled in the face of 
infidels, particularly the persecution of the real disciples of 
Christ in our times, as well as in all ages, (See Matt. x. 23, 
35, John XV. 20, and GaL iv. 29.) and the present mise- 
rable state of the Jews, so exactly described by Moses 
above three thousand years ago. See Deut. xxviii. 65* 

6* Sometimes the plainest prophecies^ the most public 
mirachsy and the annals of kingdoms, well known wheft 
those books were first received, wonderfully concur to de- 
monstrate their authenticity. Take one instance out of 
many. A prophet out of Judahy above 300 years before 
the event, thus foretold the pollution of Jeroboam^s altar at 
Bethel, before Jeroboam himself, who was attended by his 
priests, his courtiers, and no doubt, a vast number of ido- 
hitrous worshippers : altar^ altar, thus says the Lordy 
behold a child shall be bam unto the house of David, jfo* 
siah by name, who shall bum meris bones upon thee : and 
this is the sign : Behold^ this very day, the altar shall be 
rent, and the ashes that are upon it scattered* King Je- 
roboam, enflamed with anger, stretched forth his hand 
against the man of God, saying to his guards, Lay hold on 
him ; but his extended hand was dried up so that he could 
not pull it in again to him ; the rending of the altar, and 
scattering of the fire, instantly took place : and the capital 
prophecy was exacdy fulfilled by pious king Josiah^ as you 
may see by comparing 1 King xiii. 1. &c. with 2 Kings 
xxiii. 15. &c. Can we reasonably suppose, that books^ 
containing accounts of such public events, would have been 
received as dtvirj^e by a divided people, if their authenticity 



FOURTH PART. 349 

had not been confirmed b^ indubitabk matter of fact? 
Nay, is it not as absurd to assert itf as it would be to af- 
firm, that the offices for the 5th of November^ and the 30th 
of January, were forged by crafty priests ; and that the 
papists, puritans, and royalists of the last century, agreed 
to impose upon the world the history of the gun-powder 
plot, and of King Charleses decollation, with which those 
parts of our liturgy are so inseparably connected i 

7m This scattered, despised people, the irreconcileable 
enemies of the christianSf keep, with amazing care* the 
old testament, full of the prophetic history of Jesus Christ, 
and by that means afford the world a striking proof that 
die new testament is true ; and christians in their turn 
show, that the old testament is abundantly confirmed, and 
explained by the new. The Earl of Rochester,' the great 
irit of die last century, was so struck with this proofs that 
upon reading the 53d chapter of Isaiah, with floods of 
penitential tears he lamented his former infidelity, and 
warmly embraced the fiudi, wluch he had so publicly ridi- 
culed* 



* ff the liistorxes ooitaiiied in the oid testtfneat, were In general fbt 
the credit of the Jews, the tooc of praUe might indeed have engagc4 
some of them to join in a public forgery. But that book of which they ' 
have always been so tenacious, presents the world chiefly with an ac- 
count of their monstrous ingratitude, unparalleled obstinacy, perpetual 
febettbos, abominable idolatries 1 and of the fearful judgpnents, which 
their wickedness Ippought iqma them. Moses, who leads the van of 
their sacred authors, sums up his history of the Israelites and draws 
up their character in these disgraceful words, which he spake to their 
dee : You have been rebeUioua agaimt the Lord, from the day that I knew 
gon, Beut ix. £4. And even David and Solomon, their greatest kings, 
Stt rppzcsented in those books as gpuilty of the greatest enormities. O 
ye deists, I appeal to your reason, and ask. Would you die for, would 
ypu even cnmive at a notorious forgery, supposing the design of it 
were merely to impose upon the world as divine, a book that shotdd 
pefpetoally stigmatise your ancestors, and fix horrid blots upon Ulf 
ttsmss, for whioh yon htte the greatest teneratfon? 

3S 
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8. To 8^1 ipthing of tu4. venerable antiquityy and vrCOf 
derful pre. (ation of those books, some of which are by 
far the idol .ncient in the woiid : To pass over the inimi- 
table simpli^ cy, or true sublimity of their stile ; they cany 
with them such characters of truth, as command the res- 
pect of every unprejudiced reader. 

They open to us the mystery of the creation^ the nature 
of God, angckf and mao, the immortality *of the soul, the 
end for which we were made, the origin and connection of 
moral and natural evil, the vanity of this world and the 
glory of the next* There we see inspired shepherds, 
tradesmen and fishermeuy surpassing as much the greatest 
philosophers, as these did the herd of mankind, both in 
meekness of wisdom and sublimity of doctrine : There we 
admire the purest morality in the world, agreeable to the 
dictates of sound reason, confirmed by the witness which 
God has placed for himself in our breast, and exempUfied 
in the lives of men of like passions with ourselves : There 
we discover a vein of ecdesiasdcal history and theological 
truth, consistendy running through a collection of sixty-six 
different books, written by various authors, in different 
languages, during the space of above 1500 years: There 
we find, as in a deep and pure spring, all the genuine drops 
and streams of spiritual knowledge, which can possibly be 
met with in the largest libraries : There the workings of 
the human heart are described, in a manner that demon- 
strates the inspiration of the Searcher of hearts : There we 
have a particular account of all our spiritual maladies, with 
their various symptoms, and the method of a certain cure; 
a cure that has been witnessed by millions of martyrs and 
departed saints, and is now enjoyed by thousands of good 

* It is remarkable that the wisest heathens with all their philosophy, 
seldom attained to a full assurance of the immortality of the soul. Ci- 
cero himself says : Neacio quodomo duin lego asseotior ; cum posui 
librum, ct mecum ipse de immortalitate animonun coepi cof^tare asr* 
^ntio omnia ilia elabitur. Tusc Quest, lib. 1. 
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men, who would account it an nonour to 8C^' truth of 
the scriptures with their own blood : There y \neet with 
the noblest strains of penitential and joyo •' devotion, 
adapted to the dispositions and states of all travellers to 
Sion: and there yoa read those awful threatnings and 
cheering promises, which are daily fulfilling in the consci- 
ences of men, to the admiration of believerSf fmd the asto- 
nishment of attentive infidels. 

9. The wonderful efficacy of the Scriptures is another 
proof that they are of God. When they are faithfully 
opened by his ministers, and powerfully applied by his 
Spirit, they wound and heal, they iiil and mate alivcy they 
alarm the careless, turn or enrage the wicked, direct the 
lost, support the tempted, strengthen the weak, comfort 
mourners, and nourish pious souls. As the woman of Sa- 
maria said of Jesus, Come see a man that told me all 
that er>er I did: Is not this the Christ f a good man 
can say of the Bible, ^ Come see a book that told me all 
that was in my heart, and acqusunted me with the vari- 
ous trials and dangers I have met with in my spiritual 
travels ; a book where I have found those truths, which, 
like a divinely tempered sword, have cut my way through 
all the snares and forces of my spiritual adversaries ; and 
by whose directions my soul has happily entered the para- 
disic of divine and brotherly love. Is not this the book of 
God?" 

10. To conclude : It is exceedingly remarkable, that the 
more humble and holy people are ; the more they read, ad- 
mire, and value the scriptures : and on the contrary, the 
more self-conceited, worldly-minded, and wicked; the 
more they neglect, despise, and asperse them. 

As for the objections which are raised against their 
perspicuity and consistency, those who are both pious and 
learned know, that they are generally founded on prepos- 
session, and the want of understanding in spiritual things ; 
or on our ignorance of several customs, idioms^ and cir- 
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cumstancea, Vfhkh were perfectly known when those bocdcs 
were written* Frequently also the immaterial error arises 
merely from a wrong punctuation, or a mbtake of copiers, 
printers or translators ; as the daily discoveries of pious 
critics, and ingenuous confessions of unprejudiced inquirers^ 
abundantly prove* 

To the preceding arguments, I beg leave to add the fol- 
lowing queries* Do not disbelievers, by supposing thai 
the scriptures are a forged book, and consequendy that 
Christianity is a false religion, run upon the very rocks, 
which they seem so afraid of? And may diey not be char- 
ged with indirectly setting their seal to opinions, £sr more 
incredible than those which they reject i 

(1*) O ye Diaputera of this worlds if ye believe that 
Moses and Jesus Christ, St* Peter and St* Paul, puUidif 
worked aham miracles for years, in various cities and coun- 
tries, before thousands of their sharp-sighted opposeiSi 
without being ever detected in any of their tricks ; might yKXL 
pot as reasonably believe, that thousands of shrewd meii| 
were once turned into stupid asses i 

(2.) If you believe, that the gospel is the production of 
human deceit ; and yety that in the prodigious number oJT 
apostates once concerned in carrying on the amazing vil* 
lainy, such as Judas, Demas, Simon Magus, Alexander the 
Coppersmith^ who did St, Paul much evil^ &c. not one was 
ever found« that would prove the forgery : might you not 
as reasonably believe, that if Mr* Wilkes and all his friends 
knew of a gross villainy, carried on by the ministry, in or- 
der to turn the kingdom upside down ; neither he nor any 
one of them, could ever be prevailed upon to disclose and 
prove it to the world ?* 

* Pliny, a learned and pnidcnt Roman governor, who was employ* 
ed by tlie emperor Trajan in stopping the progress of christianitj-, 
wrote to him, that the apostates affirmed, the whole of their crime had 
been to meet before day and sing an lij-mn to Christ as to their God. 
His own words are, « Affirmabsnt hsac fuisse sumam ?el culpx sux v^l 
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• ip.) Ycm i>elieve that^ th« mirades and resumeciion of 
Cluist, together with the gifts of the Holy Ghosts were no* 
llnng but enthusiastical or knavish pretensions ': and yet 
3^ou are fiirced to grant, that thousandb of Jews, strongly 
attadied 10 dieir religion, amazingly averse to diat of Je- 
sus, and guilQr of persecuting him unto deadi, took him 
openly for their Saviour, a few weeks after they had seen 
him publicly scourged ; and in the very city, in sight of 
which he had just been crucified between two thieves. 
N0W9 is not this as absurd as to believe, that if a few fisher- 
men cried up the last person liaaged in London for a notori- 
ous forgery; and if they affirmed that be was the Son of God, 
appealii^ to a great number of mkracles, supposed to have 
been wrought by him in the squares and hospitals of die 
metropolis, and especially in St. Paul's diurch'-jrard : and 
mamtaining that some of them had been acknowledged 
genuine by the ^great council of the nation ; diey could by 
such notorious lies, engage thousasids of citizens and some 
aldermen, to put all their trust » the villain hanged at tkeir 
9peczal'rtquest? 

(4.) Yott1>eUeve 4iat<:hristianity is a|;ros8 imposture; 
and yet you cannot deny, that thousands of kamed Ro- 
mans and wise Greeks, who agreed xo despise the Jews 

*< errorisy quod essent soliti stato die ante lucem coQTenire, carmimque 
•* Chri^to quasi Deo diccre." 

* Some remarkable instances of this we have in the sacred books, 
published when the facts mentioned therein were notorious, and when 
aome of the p er s a n a named were probably yet alive. After the resur- 
rection of Lazarus, <Ae chUfpriettM atui the phaiitet jpaihered n cwncU^ 
and taid, What do we? for thie wan deet manjf Oracle*. If-aelet /mm 
ahfie, all men vtlf believe on Turn, Johnxi. 47. — And after Peter and John 
had publicly cured tiie crippAe, who used to beg at the gate of the tem- 
ple ; the nderoy €mi eldero^ mtd tcribetf and *^mM«, the high pneet^ and 
Cmii^ha9,4md Johfif amd Akxander, and a* memf car veir of the kmdnd-^f 
the high priest, -were gathered together at Jeruoalem, ^Jfit^g v^uU ehail vie 
do to theoe men ? for that indeed a jtotable miraglb has been done by thcm^ 
it mamfeal to jil tkem that dwell in Jerusaiem, and ve cannot deny tX Acts 
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above all other men, took for their Saviour that veiy Je** 
sixsy of whom his own countrymen had been ashamedy and 
whom they had crucified as an impostor* Is net this as 
absurd as to beUeve, that thousands of wise Eng^iahmenf 
and sensible Frenchmen, could be induced by the absurd 
tale of two or three Hottentots, to worship a certun Hot- 
tentoty whom the whole nation of Hottentots had con- 
demned to be hanged, as being more worthy of an igno- 
minious death than the bloody ringleader of a seditious 

mob? 

(5.) If you believe with one of the popes, that the lus- 
tory of Christ is ^^ a mere fable," and that there never was 
such an extraordinary person, you believe that the hear 
thens, the Jews, and the Mahometans, have agreed with 
the Christians, their sworn enemies, to carry on the moA 
amazing imposture. For Pliny, Tacitus, Ducian and Sue- 
toniusf heathen authors, who lived soon after Christ, make 
express mention of him : as do also Mahomet, many of the 
rabbies, and Julian the Emperor, that powerful and crafty 
apostate, who not only never denied Christ's existence, but 
openly acknowledged that Paul, Mark, Matthew, and Pe- 
ter, were the authors of the Gospels and Epistles, which 
bear their name. Now is not this as ridiculous as to be- 
lieve, that the pope, the muft}', and the inquisitors, have 
laid their heads with Messrs. Voltaire, Hume, and Rous- 
seau, to favour a forgery subversive of popery, mahometa- 
nism, and infidelity f 

(6«) If you deny the authenticity of the four gospeb, 
which are the only ancient histories, that we have of our 
Saviour ; and yet believe, that there was such a personage 
as Jesus Christ, whose fame so spread through the Roman 
empire, that in less than 330 years, he was not only reck- 
oned superior to the Roman Emperor, but to Jupiter him- 
self; and that nevertheless not one historian, during all that 
time, gave the world a particular account of him : [which 
must be the case, if the four gospels are a forgery :] Might 
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you not as reasonably suppose^ that if a blazing meteor ap- 
peared in our day, and eclipsed the stars^ die moon, and 
tht sun itself; no astronomer fior aeveral centuries would 
take particular notice of so wonderful a pbenomienon i 

(7.) If the gospel is a delusion, you believe that St« Paul^ 
who was a man of sense, learning, and intrepidity, was 
^seduced by^-no body, to preach for near 30 years, with 
astonishing zeal and matchless hardships, an imposture, 
against the abettors of which, he just before breathed no- 
thing but threatnings and slaughter. Would it be half so 
absurd to believe, that Mr. Wilkes ;has suddenly com- 
menced the minister*s advocate, goes through the kingdom 
to recommend the present administration, and accounts it 
an honour to be mobbed, whipt, or stoned in every borough, 
£or his excessive attachment to the king ? 

(8«) The instantaneous conversion of thousands, was 
wrought by means of public appeals to notorious matter of 
fatt. Hear the language of the Aposdes to the Jews. This 
ye yourselves know, Ac^ ii. 24. Te know the thing done 
through ALL Judea^ Acts x. 37, 38. The king knoweth 
these things. This thing was not done in a corner^ Acts 
xxvi* 26* Now if Christianity is not founded upon indu- 
bitable facts, might you not as well believe, that twelve men 
broke loose from bedlam, brought last year thousands of 
deists over to Christianity, by saying to them, ^ Te knovf'^ 
—what you are perfect strangers to; that is, ^^ Te knoruf^ — 
that we are a pack of bedlamites? 

(9.) If the gospel is forged, you believe that the Coria- 
thiansy &c. handed down to posterity, as a sacred treasure-, 
episUes where St. Paul mentions their amazing conversion 
from gross immoralities; congratulates them about the 
spiritual or miraculous gijisj in which they abounded, 1 
Cor. xii. 1. and gives them particular directions^ how to 
use the gift 0/ tongues to edification ; when yet they were 
totally unacquainted with any such things. Might you not 
with equal wisdom believe, that, if Mr. "Wilkes wrote to | 
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the house of commons, a congnitiilalory epistle about tiidf 
having received by the layn^ on ofhi% hands the power of 
speaking Turkish, Arabic and Chinese, diey would care* 
fully transmit his letter to the next generation, as a divine 
performance; and that none of Mr* AVilkes's enemies 
would ever expose the impudence of so absurd a prcteii« 
sion? 

(lOO If you say that die Aj)ostles were fools, you must 
believe, xi^axfooUsh fishermen laid a scheme with ao much 
•unsdonif ai^ d carried it on with so much art as to deceive 
muldtudes of Greeks noted for their acutenesSf and num* 
bers of Romans famous for their prudence. Might jfm 
not as well believe that twelve poor, unarmed idiotsr once 
combined to take the strongest towns in Eun^, and ac- 
complished their strange design by means, that strike the 
profoundest politicians widi astonishment? 

(11.) If you aflbm that the Aposdes were cheaU ami 
Izarsy you run into as great a difficulty, for you must be- 
lieve that the greatest inavea that ever existed, contnoy to 
their own principles and advantage, went dirough die worid, 
exposing themselves to the greatest hardships and severest 
tortures unto death, to recommend both by their exampk 
and precepts f the strictest piety towards God, and the most 
scrupulous honesty towards man ; perpetually denouncing 
eternal destruction to cheats and hypocrites, and the tor« 
ments of a lake that burneth with fire and brimstone to every 
one who loveth or maketh a lie. Would it be more absurd 
to believe, that the twelve greatest epicures in England, 
have for a course of years, fulfilled a mutuad agreement of 
preaching night and day, abstinence and fasting through 
the three kingdoms, merely to have the pleasure of starv- 
ing to death for their.pains ? 

(12,) To conclude : If the gospel (and consequently Ae 
scripture) is an imposture, you suppose that some poor 
Galilean fishermen, only by means of an absurd liej which 
they told without wit, and wrote without elegance, foiled 
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the multitude of the Jewish and pagan priests, who had 
prejudice, custom, possession, learning, orator}', wealth, 
laws, governors, and emperors on their side; yea, and 
truth also, upon your principles, at least when they decried 
the gospel as a cheat. Would it be more ridiculous to 
believe, that David killed Goliah with a grain of sand, and 
cut off his head with a spire of grass : or that our sailors 
sink men of war with a puff of breath, while our soldiers 
batter down ramparts with snow-balls i 

O ye sons of worldly wisdom^ drop your unjust prejur 
dices ; candidly weigh both sides of the question, and you 
will soon see, that in rejecting the gospel as an imposture, 
you display a far greater degree of credulitijy than we do 
in cordially receiving it. 

After this short defence of the oracles of God, and this 
little attack upon the persons who suspect their authenticity, 
I hope I may (consistently with the plan of an appeal to 
reason) produce from the scriptures, a few more argu- 
ments to prove the original depravity and lost estate of man- 
kind. 

r 

XXXI. ARGUMENT. 



ThflSspiritual life of the soul consists in its union with 
God, as the natural life of the body does in its union with 
the soul : and as poison and the sword kill the latter, so un- 
belief and sin destroy the former. 

The first man was endued with this two-fold life ; Gody 
says the divine historiany breathed into' him the breath of 
liveSy and he became a living' body and a living «o»/: be ', 
had both an animal life in common with beasts, and m ^i- - 
ritual life in common with angels. St. PauU who odls this 
angelical life the life of God, intimates that it coifti^ted both 
in that experimental knowledge of our Creatoil wherein, 
says our church, " dtandeth our eternal life,** and in righ- 
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ieausness and true holiness, the moral and most glorious 
image of the supreme Being* 

To suppose man was created void of this essential kntnu' 
tedffe and holy love, is to suppose he came very wicked out 
of the hands of Ae parent of all good : For what is a 
rational creature^ that neither knows nor loves his Creator, 
but a monster of stupidity and ingratitude, a wretch actu- 
ally dead to God, and deserving present destruction ? 

When the Lord therefore said to man^ in the day that 
thou eatest thereof, that is, in the day that thou sinnest, 
thou shalt surely die, it was as if he had said ; *' In that 
very day, sin shall assuredly separate between thee and the 
God of thy Ufe: Thou shalt certainly lose the glorious 
view, which thou hast of my boundless goodness and in- 
finite perfections : Thou shalt infallibly quench the spirit of 
ardent love^ and stop the breath of delightful praise, by 
which thou livest both to my glory and thy comfort : And 
thy soul dead in trespasses and sins, shall remain in the 
filthy prison of a mortal body, till death breaks it open, to 
remove thee to thy own place." 

And was not this Adam*s case after his fall ? Did he not 
inotv that he was naied, stript of the glorious image of his 
Creator ? Did not guilty shame immediately prompt him 
tb hide and protect, as well as he could^ his degenerate and 
infeebled body ? Devoid of the ardent love he felt for God 
before, and of the pure delight he enjoyed in him, was not 
he left the wretched prey of tormentingy^flr* ? Did he not 
evidence his hatred of his heavenly Benefactor, by dreading 
his voice, and flying from him as hastily as he should have 
fled from the infernal serpent ? 

Was he not deprived of the knowledge by which at first 
sight, he discovered the nature of Eve, and gave to all liv- 
ing creatures names expressive of their respective proper- 
ties ?— Was he not I say, deprived of that intuitive know- 
ledge and excellent wbdom, when he foolishly hid himself 
among the trees from his all-^eeingy omnipresent Creator? 

a' 
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And is it not evident that he was lost to all sense of filial 
fear towards God, and conjugal love towards Eve, whenf 
instead of self-accusations, penitential confession^, and 
earnest pleas for mercy, he shewed nothing at his trial but 
stubbornness, malice, and insolence i 

Such was the state of corruption into which Adam had 
deplorably fallen, before he multiplied the human species* 
Now, according to the invariable laws of providence, an 
upright, holy nature can no more proceed from a fallen, 
sinful one, than gentle lambs can be begotten by fierce 
tygers, or harmless doves by venomous serpents : Common 
sense therefore, and natural philosophy dictates, that our 
first parents could not communicate the angelical life which 
they had lostf nor impart to their children a better nature 
than their own : and that their depravity is as much ours 
by nature, as the fierceness of the first lion, is the natural 
property of all the lions in the world* 

FOUR OBJECTIONS. 

1. Should it be said, that *^ This doctrine reflects on the 
attributes of God, who, as the wise and gracious Gover* 
nor of the world, should have foreseen and prevented the 
fall of Adam ;'' 

I answer : (!•) God made man in his intake, part of 
which consists in free agency, or a power to determine his 
own actions. And if creating a free agent is not repugnant 
to divine wisdom and goodness ; the wrong choice or sin 
of a free agent, can be no impeachment of those perfections 
in the Deity.* 

* God answers thus for himself in Miltoit. 

Man will fall. 
He and his faithless progpeny. Whose fault ? 
\Vhose but his own ? Ingrate ! he had of me 
All he could have : I made Iiim just and right, 
i^ufficient to have stood, though free to &11. 
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^2.) Suppose man had not been endued with freedom of 
choice, he would only have ranked among admirable ma- 
chines, and nothing could have been more absurd than to 
place him in a state of probation* And suppose, when he 
was in that state, divine power had irresistibly turned the 
scale of his will to obedience, the trial would have been 

Such I created all th' ethereal pow'ps ; 
Freely they stood who stood, and fell who fell. 
Not fi'ce, what proof could they have giy^n sincere 
Of true allegiance, constant faith or love, 
AVhere only what they needs nrntt do, appeared ; 
Not what tliey tsould ? What praise could they 

receive ? 
What pleasure I from such obedience paid. 
When will and reason (reason also is choice) 
Useless and vain, of freedom both despoil'd^ 
Made passive both, had serv'd meceantyj 
Not me ? They therefore, as to right belong'd^ 
So were created, nor can justly accuse 
Their Maker, or their making, or their fate : 
As if predestination over-rul'd 
Their will, dispos'd by absolute decree. 
Or high fore-knowlcdgfe. They themselves decreed 
Tlieir own revolt, not I ; if I fore-knew, 
Fore-knowledge had no influence on their fault. 
Which had no lesss prov'd certain unforeknown. 
Youxo expresses the saraje sentiment with his peculiar bold- 
pess and energy. 
Blame not the bowels of the Deity : 
Man shall be bless'd as far as man permits. 
Not man alone, all rationalsj Heav'n arms 
With an Uluatrious, but tremendous, pow*r 
To counter-act its own most gracious ends ; 
And this of strict necessitv, not choice : 
That pow'r deny*d, man, angels were no more. 
But passive engines, void of praise or blame, 
Hcav'n vriUt our happiness, cUloioa our doom : 
Invites us ardently, but not compels ; 
Hcav'n but persuades, almighty man decrees ; 
Man is the maker of immortal fates, 
Man fulls by man, if finally he falls. 



FOURTH PART. 351 

prevented, and the council of divine wisdom foolisUly de- 
feated. 

. (3.) God did all, that a wise and good Ruler of rational 
and free creatures, could do to prevent sin. He placed in 
Adam's heart, a vigorous principle of holiness : He granted 
him sufficient strength to continue in obedience : He indul- 
ged him with his blessed presence and converse, to encoil^ 
rage him in the way of duty : He stricdy forbad him to sin : 
He enforced the prohibition by the fearful threatning of 
death ; He promised to crown his continuance in holiness, 
with a glorious immortality ; and gave him the tree of Itfcj, 
as a pledge of this inestimable blessing. To have gone 
farther, would have been entirely inconsistent with his 
wisdom : an absolute restraint being as contrary to the li- 
berty of a moral agent, and the nature of the divine law ; 
as chaining down an harmless man that he may not com- 
mit murder, is contrary to the freedom of Englishmen^ 
and the laws of this realm. Nor can we, either with rea- 
son or decency^ complain that God did not make u^ abso* 
lutely immutable and perfect like himself: This is charg- 
ing him with folly, for not enduing us with infinite wis- 
dom, and knowledge every way boundless ; that is, for not 
making us gods instead of men. 

(4.) In case men fell, divine mercy had decreed his re- 
covery by Jesus Christ : And when the Almighty Re- 
deemer shall have brought life out of death, and light out 
of darkness, the mysterious drama of creation and re- 
demption, of which we see but one or two acts, will ^ 
pear, even to our objectors, every way worthy of its 
infinitely wise and gracious Author. 

11. In the mean time they will still urge, that " Adam's 
posterity (then unborn) could not justly partake of the con- 
sequences of his transgression." But, shall cavils over- 
throw matter of fact ? Do not we see in every unrenewed 
person, the unbelief, pride, sinful curiosity, sensuality, and 
alienation from God, to which our first parents were sub- 



352 ^^ APPRAJU 9w. 

jected M; their fall ? Do DOt women bear children with Bor« 
row as well as Eve I Is the ground less cursed for us than 
for Adam? And do not we toil, suffer, and die aa he did? 
If this order of things were itnju9t^ would the rightemu 
God have permitted it^ continuance to the present time I 
Besides, 

Adam contained in himself, as in miniature, all his pos« 
terity. The; various nations of men, are nothing but dif- 
ferent branches growing from the original root. They are 
Adam^ or man^ exisUng at large; as the branches of a 
spreading oak, with all the acorns that have grown uponi 
and dropped from them, during a long succession of sum- 
mers, are nothing but the original acorn, unfolding and 
multiplying^ itself with all its essential properties. It is 
then as ridiculous to wonder, that the sons of depraved 
Adam should naturally^ be depraved, as that an aconi 
should naturally produce an oak ; and a poisonous root, a 
malignant plant. Again, 

Adam was the general head representative, and father 
of mankind ; and we suffer for his rebellion legally ; as the 
children of those who have sold themselves for slaves, are 
born in a state of wretched slavery ; and as the descendents 
of a noble traitor, lose the title by their ancestor's crime : 
Naturally^ as the sons of a bankrupt suffer poverty for their 
father's extravagance, or as Gehazi's leprosy clave to him 
and his seed for ever : And unavoidably^ as an unborn child 
shares the fate of his unhappy mother, when she inadvert- ^ 
cntly poisons, or desperately stabs herself. 

III. " But/' say the same objectors, '* supposing it be 
granted, that we are naturally depraved ; yet if our depra- 
vity is natural^ it is necessary ; and we are no more blame- 
able for it, than lions for their fierceness, or Ethiopians for 
their black complexion." 

(1.) Our objectors would not, I presume, be understood 
to insinuate by " blameable," that our depravity does not 
render us detestable in the eyes of an holy God, or that it is 
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not in itself blame-worthy. Do they less dislike the com- 
plexion of the Ethiopians^ or less detest the destructive rage 
of lions, because it is natural to them i If moral disposi- 
tions ceased to be worthy of praise or dispraise, as soon as 
diey are rooted, morally necessary ^ and, in that sense, na^ 
tural; what absurd consequences would follow! Sinners 
would become guiltless by arriving at complete impeni- 
tency ; and God could not be praised for his holiness, nor 
Satan dispraised ibr his sinfulness ; holiness being as essen- 
tial to God) by the absolute perfection of his nature, as sin 
is morally necessary to the devil, by the unconquerable hs^ 
bit which he has wilfully contracted, and in which he ob- 
stinately remains. 

(2.) Should they mean, that ^^ we are not answerable or 
accountable for our depravity :'* I reply, Though I should 
grant (which I am very far from doing*) that we are no 
way accountable for our moral infection, yet it cannot be 
denied that we are answerable for our obstinate refusal of 
relief, and for the wilfiil neglect of the means found out by 
divine mercy for our cure. Can we justly charge God 
with either our misfortune, or our guilt ? Do not parents, 
by the law of nature, represent their unborn posterity ? If 
Adam ruined us by a common transgression; has not 
Christ, the second Adam, provided for us a common salvo* 
tion? JudeS. Heb.ii. 3. Khythe offence of one ^(^A^ABm^ 
judgment came upon all men to condemnation ; by the rightC" 
outness of one (Christ,) is not the free gift come upon ali 
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* MzLTox introduces Adam speaking thus ; 
Ah why should all mankind. 
For one man's fault, thus guiltless be condemnM, 
If guiltless ? but from me what can proceed, 
But aU corrupt, botli mind and will depravM, 
Not to fh only, but to vfill the same 
\N'ith mp ? How can they tlien acquitted 8tai|^ 
In sight of God ? Him af\cr all disputes 
ForcM labsohe*. 
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men to justification of life? Rom. v. 18. And since God 
has declared, that the son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father beyond the short period of this transitory life, if any 
suffer after death, is it not entirely for their own unbelief, 
and pecuhar sins?* Compare John iii. 18, 10. and Mark 
xvi. 16* But what follows compleatly vindicates our 
Creator's goodness. 

(3.) Do sin and misery abound by our fall in Adam I 
^Grace and glory abound much more by our redemption in 
Je&rus Christ, Rohk v. 20. And ^< it must be owing to our 
'* own perverseness, or our own negligence," (says the 
ingenious Hervey with great truth) " if we do not levy 
'*' a tax upon our loss, and rise even by our fall.'*f This 
leaves us not the least shadow of reason, to complain of the 
divine proceedings respecting us. 

* MiLT^x introduces God speaking thus to the Mcssiali. 
Man shall not quite be lost, but sav'd who will^ 
Yet not of will in him, but grace in me 
Freely vouchsaf'd : once more I will renew 
His lapsed pow'rs — ynt once more he shall stand 
l)n even ground against his mortal '^oc. 
By me upheld — Re thou in Adam's voom 
The head of all mankind, though Adam's sou. 
As in him perish all men, so in tlieo, 
As from a second root, shall be restored 
As many as ai*c restor'd, witliout thee none. 
His crimes make guilty all his sons ; thy merit 
Imputed shall absolve them, who renounce 
Their own both righteous, and unrighteous deeds j 
And live in thee transplanted, and from thee 
Kcccive new life. 



Creation's great superior, man, is thine ; 

Thine is Jicc/emption. How should this great truth 

liaise man o'er man, and kindle seraphs here ! 

Redemption ! 'Twas Creation moix.* sublime ; 

Redemption / 'Twas the labour of the skies ; 

Far moit! than labour — ^It was death in heav'n. 

A truth so strange ! 'Twere bold to think it true ; 

li' not far bolder stiU to disbelieve. 



4 



XIiniB PART. 365 

We may then conclude, that a moral depravity, which 
comes upon us by the wilful choice of a parent, in whom 
we seminally and federally existed — a depravity which 
cleaves to us by an obstinate neglect of the infinitely pre- 
cious means provided to remove it — a depravity which 
works now by our own personal choice^ and to which we 
daily give our assent by the free commission of sins that 
are avoidable, leaves us not only accountable, but tnexcu^ 
sable before God. 

IV. However the advocates for the natural purity of the 
human race, (endeavouring to clog with difficulties, what 
they cannot disprove to be matter of fact) still assert, *^ As 
we hslve our souls immediately from God, if we are born 
sinful he must either create sinful souls, which cannot be 
supposed without impiety ; or send sinless souls into sinful 
bodies, to be defiled by the unhappy union, which is as in- 
consistent with his goodness as his justice. Add to this, 
say the objectors, that nothing can be more unphilosophi- 
cal than to suppose, that a body, a mere lump of organised 
matter, is able to communicate to a pure spirit that moral 
pollution, of which itself, is as incapable, as the murderer's 
sword is incapable of cruelty.'' 

This specious objection, which Dr. Watts acknowledges 
to be " the very chief point of difficulty, in all the contro- 
versies about original sin," is wholly founded upon the 
vulgar notion, that we have our souls immediately from 
God by infusioa: It will therefore intirely fall to the 
ground, if we can prove, that we receive them, as well as 
our bodies, by traduction from Adam : and that this is 
fact, appears, if I am not mistaken, by the following argu-* 
ments. 

(1.) We have no ground from scripture or reason to 

think, that adulterers can, when they please, put God upon 

creating" new souls to animate the spurious fruit of their 

crime. On the contrary, it is said, that God rested on t/i^ 

seventh day from ML his work of creation. 

2U 
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(2.) Eve herself was not created but in Adam ; God 
breathed no breath of life into her, as he did into her hus- 
band to make him a living souL Therefore when Adam 
saw her, he said ; she shall be called woman^ because she 
her whole self, not her body only [her whole self, not her 
body only] was taken out of man. If then the soul of the 
first woman sprang from Adam's soul, as her body from his 
body ; what reason have we to believe, that the souls of her 
posterity are immediately infused, as Adam's was when 
God created him I 

(3.) All agree, that under God we receive life from our 
parents ; and if life^ then certainly our souly which is the 
principle of life. 

(4.) Other animals have power to propagate their own 
species after its kind; they can generate animated bodies : 
Why should man be but halfz father ? When did God stint 
him to propagate the mere shell of his person, the body 
without the soul ? Was it when he blessed him^ and saidy 
Be fruitful and multiply ? When he spoke thus, did he 
not address himself to the soul^ as well as to the body? 
Can the body alone either understand or execute a com- 
mand ? Is it not on the contrary highly reasonable to con- 
clude, that by virtue of the divine appointment and bless- 
mg, the whole man can be fruitfxd and multiply; and the 
soul, under proper circumstances, can generate a soul, as 
a thought begets a thought ; and can kindle the flame of 
life, as one taper lights another, without weakening its im- 
mortal substance, any more than God the Father (if I may 
be allowed the comparison) impairs the divine essence by 
the eternal generation of his only begotten Son. 

(5.) Does not fnatter of fact corroborate the preceding 
argument ? A sprightly race-horse generally begets a met- 
tlesome colt ; while a heavy cart-horse begets a colt, that 
bears the stamp of its sire's dulness* And is it not so with 
mankind in general ? The children of the Hottentots and 
Eskimaux are commonly as stupid; while those of the 
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English and French, are usually as sharps as their parents. 
You seldom see a wit springing from two half-witted people, 
or a fool descended from very sensiUe parents. The chil- 
dren of men of genius, are frequendy as remarkable for 
some branch of hereditary genius ; as those of blockheads^ 
for their native stupidity. Nothing is more common, than 
to see very passionate and flighty parents have very pas- 
sionate and flighty children. And I have an hundred times 
discovered, not only the features, look, and complexion of 
a father or a mother in a child's face ; but seen a congenial 
soul looking out [if I may so speak] at those windows of 
the body which we call the eyes. Hence I conclude that 
the advice frequendy given to those, who are about to 
chuse a companion for life, ^* Take care of the breed^'* is 
not absolutely without foundation ; although some lay too 
much stress upon it, forgetting that a thousand unknown 
accidents may form exceptions to the general rule ; and not 
considering that the pecuUarity of the father's breed may 
be happily corrected by that of the mother, [and vice ver- 
sa :] and that as the grace of God yielded to, may snveeten 
the worst temper, so sin persisted in, may sour the best, 

(6.) Agdn, Moses informs us, that fallen Adam begat 
a son in his own likeness and after his image : But had he 
generated a body without a,soul» he would not have begot' 
ten a son in his own likeness^ since he was not a mere mor- 
tal body, but a fallen embodied spirit. Compare Gen. v. 
3. with xlvi. 26. 

« But upon this scheme, will objectors say if Adam was 
converted when he begat a son, he begat a converted souL" 
This does by no means follow ; for if he was bom of God 
after his fall ; it was by grace through faith, and not by 
nature through generation : he could not therefore com- 
municate his spiritual regeneration by natural generation, 
any more than a great scholar can propagate his learning 
together with his species. 
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Should it be again objected, that ^ the soul is not gene- 
rated, because the scriptures declare, The Lord is the FO" 
iher of the spirit ofallflesk, and the spirit returns to God 
who gave it:** I answer, It is also written, that Job and 
David were fearfully made and fashioned by the hands of 
God in the womb; that he formed Jeremiah in the belly i 
and that we are the offspring of him, who made of one 
blood all nations of men. Now if the latter scriptures do 
not exclude tbe interposition of parents, in the formation 
of their children's bodies; by what rule of criticism or di- 
vinity can we prove, that the former exclude that interpo- 
sition in the production of their souls. 

Nor can materialists, who have no ideas of generatioii, 
but such as are gross and carnal like their own sjrstem, 
with any shadow of reason infer, that ^ if the soul is ge- 
nerated with the body, it will also perish with it :" For 
dissolution is so far from being a necessary consequence 
of the spiritual generation of souls, that it would not so 
much as have followed the generation of our bodies, if 
Adam had not brought sin into the worlds and death by 
siiu Again, if wheat, a material seed which grows out of 
the same earthly clod with the chaff that encloses it can 
subsist umm paired, when that mean cover is destroyed: 
liow much more can the soul (that spiritual, vital heavenly 
power, which is of a nature so vasdy superior to the body 
in which it is confined) continue to exist, when flesh and 
blood are returned to their native dust ! 

Should some persons reject what I say of the traduction 
of souls, in order to illustrate the derivation of original 
sin : and should they say, that they have no more idea of 
the generation^ than honest Nicodemus had of the regene- 
ration of a spirit: I beg leave to observe two things. 

First, If such objectors are converted, they will not deny 
the regeneration of souls by the Spirit of God, since they 
experience it, and our Lord speaks of it as a blessed rea- 
lity, even while he represents it as a mystery unknown as 
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to the manner of it, John iii. 8 — 13. Now if pious aoub 
have been regenerated from the beginning of the world^ 
without exactly knowing how; is it reasonable to deny that 
souls are generated^ merely because we cannot exactly ac- 
count for the manner, in which that wonder takes place. 

Secondly, Should my objectors be versed in natural phi- 
losophy, they need not be told, that even the kind of gene- 
ration, which they allow, is as much a mystery to man, as 
the movement of a watch is to a child, that just sees the 
case and the glass. If they will not believe me, let them 
believe him, who gave his heart to search out hy wisdom^ 
concerning all things that are done under heaven, and who^ 
touching upon our question, says : As thou knowest not 
what is the way of the spirit^ nor how the bones do grow 
in the womb of her that is with child: even so<, thou know* 
est not the works ofGod^ who maketh alL £ccl. xi. 5. 

For my part, I do not see, why the same Almighty 
Preserver of men, who (as St. Paul telb us) nuide of one 
BLOOD the bodies of all nations of men, might not of one 
ACTIVE THOUGHT, and ARDENT DESIRE, kavc made the 
souls of all nations of men also. Have not thought and 
desire as great affinity to the nature of the soul, as blood has 
to that of the body f and consequently are not our ideas of 
the traduction of the saulj as clear as those, which we can 
form of the generation of the body. 

Having dwelt so long upon the manner in which man- 
kind naturally propagate original corruption, together with 
their whole species, I hope, I may reasonably resume the 
conclusion of my argument, and affirm, that, if Adam cor- 
rupted the fountain of human nature in himself, we^ the 
streams cannot but be naturally corrupted. 

XXXII. ARGUMENT. 

God being a Spirit, reason and revelation jointly inform 
us, that his law is spiritual^ and extends to our thoughts 
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and tempera, as well as to our words and actions. At til 
times, and in all places, it forbids every thing that is sinfiily 
or has the least tendency to sin ; it commands all that b ex* 
cellent, and enjoins it to be done in the utmost perfection 
of our dispensation. 

Therefore, if we have not always trusted and delighted 
in God, more than in all things and persons : if for one in* 
stant we have loved^ or feared the creeUure mare than ike 
Crtatw ; we have had another Gad besides the Lard* CoL 
iii. 5. PhiL iii. 19. Have we once omitted to adore him 
in spirit and in truth inwardly, or at any time worshipped 
him without becoming veneration outwardly; we have 
transgressed as if we had bawed to a graven imager John 
iv. 24. Though perjury and imprecations should never 
have defiled our lips : yet, if ever we mentioned God's 
tremendous name thoughdessly, or irreverentiy in prayeri 
reading, or conversation, we have taken it in tMim, and the 
Searcher of hearts will not hold us guiltless^ PhiL ii» lO.*-* 
And if it had not been our constant practice and deligfat^ 
to enter his courts vsith praise^ and spend the whole Sab- 
bath in his blessed service, we have polluted that sacred 
day, and the guilt of prophaneness may jusUy be charged 
upon us. Isai. Iviii. 13. 

Did we ever shew any disrespect to our superiors, or 
unkindness to our equals and inferiors ; we have violated 
the precept that commands us to honor all men, and be 
punctual in the discharge of all social and relative duties. 
1 Pet. ii. 1 7. Did we ever weaken our constitution by 
excess, strike our neighbour in anger, wound his character 
with an injurious word, or only suffer hatred to rise in our 
breast against him ; we have committed a species of mur^ 
der; for. Whosoever shall say to his brother^ Thou fool^ 
shall be in danger of hell-fire ; and Whosoever hateth his 
brother is a murderer^ Matt. v. 22. 1 John iii. 15. Are 
we the friends of the world, an apostle brands us with the 
name of adulterersf because we are false to our heavenly 
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bridegroom, James iv. 4. And if we have only looked on 
a woman to lusi after her, Christ declares that we have 
committed adultery toith her already in our hearty Matt. v. 
38. Have we overcharged our customers, exacted upon 
any one in our bargains, insisted on a fiill salary for work 
done by halves, defrauded the king of any part of his taxes, 
or taken advantage of the necessity and ignorance of others 
to get by their loss : we swell the numerous tribe of repu- 
table thieves and genteel robbers. Matt. xxii. 21. Ne- 
glecting to keep our word and baptismal vow, or speaking 
an untruth, is bearing false witness against our neighbour, 
ourselves, or Christ who stiles himself the truthf Rev. 
xxii. 15. And giving place to a fretful, discontented 
thought, or an irregular, envious desire, is a breach of that 
spiritual precept, which made St. Paul say, / had not 
known Itist^ or a wrong desire to be «n, except the law had 
saidt Thou shalt not covet^ Rom. vii. 7. 

Such being the extreme spirituality of the law, who can 
plead that he never was guilty of breaking one, or even all 
of the ten commandments f 

And if we have broken them all, either in their literal 
or spiritual meaning, and are threatened for every trans- 
gressiony with a curse suitable to the Lawgiver's infinite 
majes^, who can conceive the greatness of our guilt and 
danger ? Till we find a sanctuary under the shadow of a 
Saviour's wings, are we not as liable to the strokes of di- 
vine vengeance, as a felon, guilty of breaking all the sta- 
tutes of his country, is liable to the penalty of human laws? 

If this is not the case, there is no justice in the court 
of heaven, and the laws given with so much terror from 
the Almighty*s throne, like the statutes of children, or the 
pope's bulls, are only bruta fulmina^ words without effect, 
and thunders without lightnings. 

Some indeed flatter themselves, that " the law, since the 
gospel-dispensation, abates much of its demands of perfect 
lore." But their hope is equally unsupported by reason 
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and scripture. The law is the eternal rule of right, die 
moral picture of the God of holiness and love. It can no 
more vary« than its eternal, unchangeable originaL The 
Lord will not alter the thing that is gone out of his mouth* 
He must cease to be what he is, before his law can lose its 
power to bind either men or angels ; and all creatures shall 
break sooner than it shall bend ; for if it commands us only 
to love God with all our heart, and our neighbour as our" 
selves^ what just abatement can be made in so equitable a 
precept? Therefore man, who breaks the righteous* law of 
God as naturally as he breathes, is and must continue, un- 
der its fearful curse, till he has secured the pardon and 
help offered him in the gospel. 

XXXIIL ARGUMENT. 

Nor is the gospel itself without its threatnings ; for if 
the Lord, on the one hand, ^^ opens the kingdom of hear 
ven to all believers ;" he declares, on the other, that theg 
shall all be damned who believe not the truths when it is 
proposed to them with sufficient evidence ; and that he who 
believeth not is condemned already^ because he hath not 
believed on the name of the only begotten Son of God. 2 
Thess. ii* 12. John iii. 18. From these awful declara- 
tions, I draw the following argument. 

If faith is so essential a virtue, how depraved and 
wretched is man, who is so excessively slow of heart to be' 
lieve the things that concern his salvation ! Matter of fact 
daily proves, that we readily admit the evidence of men, 
while we peremptorily reject the testimony of God. Com- 
modore Byron's extraordinaiy account of the giants in Pa- 
tagonia is or was every where received : But that of Jesus 
Christ, concerning those who walk in the broad way to de- 
structiony is and has always been too generally disregarded- 
Matt. vii. 13. 
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On reading in a news-paper an anonymous letter from 
Naples, we believe^ that rivers of liquid fire flow from the 
convulsed bowels of a mountain, and from burning lakes 
in the adjacent plains : But if we read in the scripture, that * 
Tophet, the burning lake, is prepared of old for the impe- 
nitent) we beg leave, to widi-hold our assent ; and unless 
divine grace prevents, we must fall in, and feel before we 
will assent and believe, Isa* xxx. 33. 

Who, that has seen a map of Africa, ever doubted^ whe- 
ther there is such a kingdom as that of Morocco, though he 
never saw it, or any of its natives I But who, that has pe- 
rused the gospel) never doubted) whether the kingdom of 
heaven within us, or that state of righteousness, peace^ and 
joy in the Holy Ghost, which God opens to believers upon 
earth, is not a mere imagination ? Though Christ himself 
invites us to it, and many pious persons, not only testify 
they enjoy it, but actually shew its blessed fruits in heaven- 
ly tempers, a blameless life, a triumphant death. Mark u 
14. Luke xvii. 21. Rom. xiv. 17. Rev. i. 6. 

With what readiness do we depend upon an honest man*» 
promise, especially if it is reduced into a bond ? But with 
what reluctance do we rely on the many great and precious 
promises of God, confirmed by an oath^ delivered before 
the most unexceptionable witi^esses, and sealed by the blood 
ef Jesus Christ i 2 Pet. i. 4. 2 Cor. i. 20. Heb. vi. 1 7. 
And ye, numerous tribe of patients, how do ye shame 
those who call themselves christians ! So entire is the trust 
which you repose upon a physician's advice, whom per- 
haps you have seen but once, that you immediately abstain 
from your pleasant food, and rejg;ularly take medicines, 
which for what you knoW) may be as injurious to your 
stomach, as they are offensive to your palate : But we, who 
profess Christianity, generally quarrel with Christ^s prescrip- 
tions ; and if we do not understand the nature of a remedy 
which he recommends^ we think this a sufficient reason for. 

2 W 
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lefuBitig it.die rerem Christ only, if we can help it, we wid i 
take iiothin w nmk trust ^ 

One faltn CMtnesa is often sufficient to make ua b^eve, 
that a neig ?r cptr vows to do us an injury ; but twenty mi- 
nisters of t^atfts cannot persuade us, God kaih smom mkk \ 
loratk, that f we die in our sins we shall not enter into ki§ 
restj PsaL 'jccv. 11. or that if we come to him for pardon 
and life, he will in no wise cast ue outy John vi. 3r.»-The 
most defam^^ory and improbable reports spread with un- 
common swiftness ; and pass for matter of fact : But when 
St. Paul testifies, that if any man hath not the Spirit ef 
Christ, he is none of his, Rom. viii. 9. who beUeves his 
testimony i Does not the same mind that was open to scan- 
dalous lies, prove shut against such a revealed truth i 

Isaiah asks. Who hath believed our. report 9 and Jesus 
says. When the Son of man cometh shall he Jind faith t^fem 
the earth 9 alas ! there would have been no room for these 
plaintive questions, if the word of God had not been pro* 
posed to our faith ; for the most groundless and absurd as- 
sertions of men find multitudes of believers. We see daily^ 
that an idle rumour about a peace or a war, meets with 
such credit as to raise or sink the stocks in a few hours. 

It is evident that nuin has a foolish and evil heart ofun- 
beliefs ready to strain out a gnat in divine revelation, 
while he greedily swallows up the camel of human impos- 
ture. Now if it is part of the gospel which Christ com- 
mands his ministers to preach to every creature^ that he 
wlio believeth not shall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. how great 
is the depravity, and how immment the danger of fallen 
man, who has such a strong propensity, to so destructive, 
so damnable a sin as unbelief! 

XXXIV. ARGUMENT. 

But, let us come still nearer to the point. If we arc not 
by nature conceited in sin^ and children ofwrathy millions 
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i of infints, who die without actuld si^^^^^nieed of the 

i Mood of Christ to wash their robeSf^^^/"7irit to pu- 

* Mf their hearts. The incarnation oi^^^^mal word, 

and the influences of the Holy Spirit, arelHH^cessarjr to 

them, as the visits of a physicianp and his ruV lies to per* 

sons in perfect health. Their spodess innoce ..^y is a suffi- 

- oent passport for heaven : Baptism is ridicui^us, and the 

christian religion absurd in their case. 

Nor does it appear, why it might not be as absurd with 
tegord to the rest of mankind, did they but act their part a 
little better : For if we are naturally innocent, we have a 
natural power to remain so ; and by a proper use of it, we 
nay avoid standing in need of the salvation procured by 
Christ for the lost. 

• Nay, if innocent nature, carefully improved, may be the 
way to eternal life, it is certainly the readiest way, and the 
Bon of God speaks like the grand deceiver of mankind, 
when he sa)rs, / am the way ^ no man cometh io the Father 
but BY ME. Christians, let self-conceited deists entertain 
the thought, but harbour it not for a moment ; in you it 
would be highly blasphemous. 

XXXV. ARGUMENT. 

And that you may detest it the more, consider further, 
that all the capital doctrines of Christianity are built upon 
that fundamental article of our depravity and danger. If 
all flesh hath not corrupted its tray, how severe are those 
words of Christ, Except ye repent^ ye shall all perish : and 
Except ye be converted^ ye shall not enter into the kingdim 
of heaven ^ If all are not carnal and earthly by their fint 
birth, how absurd is what he said to Nicodemus ; Except 
a man be bom again, he cannot see the kingdom of heaven f 
If there is any spiritual health in us by nature, how noto- 
riously felse are these assertions : All our sfijfficiency is of 
., Cod J Withiomt me ye cm do nothing f If every natural 



mm b HOC ^tefob^l^t die lKdinest,]i^t»liicb Admi 
ctMted; h^M^Mud these and the like aoripturesf jf 
amjf Mm ^#4w^9' ^ ** c vxw cmsATirmB : JSk CArw^ 
Jffmr iigf^MWjpRiiwtiiinii m)aOHh any lMiif» nof 
cttMctiMm, iiiro WBW crbaturk— To eondade ; If 
kind «» HOC uoiverail^ oomipty guihy, and co tid r irinffd ' i 
hownnneoeauuilf etanningisthiAdecbindon! Seikaitf^ 
Keveik not an lAe 8<m of Goiis cond&wmod q frw M ty We* 

vral4 e/ God oMrielA on Imn : and if we ere not ficKdidw ' 
anrighteoiia» unholy and endared to uni irhjr is CMH' 
mado ions of Godiriidom^ ngJUeomnou^ mme i^b MOmni 
and redmnpikmf Take away dien the doctrine-of^he firife- 
and die tower of etangdlcal trad^ Iniib by Jesn-Ciirisii 
is no more fiMmded on a rock, hot upon the sand: Or »• 
dier, the alatdy fidnic is Instandy thrown down^-snd leaves' 
nondna bdisnd it^ but the dry morality of Epietecoa^co^ ' 
vered with the rubbish of the WiUest metaphors^ and hiK 
lied in the most imperdnent oeremomes. 

XXXVL ARGUMENT. 

One more absurdity sdll remidns. If man is not in die 
most immioent danger of destrucdon, nothing can be more 
extravagfuit than the great article of the chrisdan fiddt 
thus expressed in the Nicene creed: Jesus Christy very 
God of very God, by whom alt things were made^for nsmenf 
and for onr salvation came down from heaven, was made 
man, and was cmcified roa us. 

Is it not astomstung, that there should be people so inp 
\ ^Jlttuated as to join every Lord's day in this solemn con- 
^l^on, and to deny, the other six, the horrible dangerto 
which they are exposed, till they have an interest in Christ ? 
Is not the least gnun of common sense sufficient to make 
an attentive person see, that if he, by whom all things were 
ntade^ came from heaven for ovKsalvatUmj\£l^ was made 
mon duu he mig^ sufer and be.cr»^edb</or: vs i^hit n^wv 
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V8 giulty, condemned, lost and obnoxious to the Ammo- 
Han^ which we continually deprecate in the litany? Shall 
we charge the Son of God, in wham are hid aUthe trea* 
sures of divine vnsdomy with the unparalleled folly of com-, 
ing from heaven to atone for tfinoceni creatures, to re- 
prieve persons uncondemnedf to redeem a race of freemen, 
to deliver from the curse a people not accursed; to hang 
by exquisitely dolorous wounds, made in his sacred hands 
and feet, on a tree more ignominious than the gallows, for 
honest men and very good sort of people ; and to expire 
ander the sense of the wrath of heaven, that he might save 
from hell people in no danger of going there ? 

Reader, is it possible to entertain for a moment these 
wild notions, without offering the utmost indignity to the 
Son of God, and the greatest violence to common sense i 
And does npt reason cry, as with the sound of a thousand 
trumpets, ^^ If our Creator could not save us consistendy 
with his glorious attributes, but by becoming incarnate, 
passing through the deepest scenes of humiliation and 
temptation, distress and want, for thirty three years : and 
undergoing at last the most shameful, psdnfiil, and accurs* 
ed death in our place ; our wickedness must be desperate, 
our sins execrable, our guilt black as the shadow of death, 
and our danger dreadful as the gloom and torments of 
hell ?•' 

^* Shocking doctrine /" says the self-conceited moralist, 
as he rises from his chair full of indignation, and ready to 
throw aside the arguments he cannot answer. Reader, if 
you are the man, remember that this is an appeal to reason 
and not to passion^ to matter of fact j and not to. your vi- 
tiated taste for pleasing error. You may cry out at the 
sight of a shroud, a coflBn, a grave, *^ Shocking objects /'' 
But your loudest exclamations will not lessen the awful 
reality, by which many have happily hetn shocked into a 
timely consideration of, and preparation for, approaching 
dcfUlv 
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^ But this doctrine, you stUl urge^ drives people to des^ 
pMr/^ Yes to a despair of being saved by their own me- 
rits and righteousness ; and this is as reasonable in a sin- 
ner who comes to the Saviour, as despairing to swim across 
the sea, is rational in a passenger that takes ship* Our 
diurch, far from speaking against it^ says, that airmen 
9hmdd be Atmaytd ct GotPa rightful justice^ and sh$uU 
]>£SPAIR indeedy as touching any hope that may be in 
THEMSELVES. Hom. On falling from Grod, 2d part* 

A just despair of ourselves is widely <tifiereiit fitMS t 
despair of God's mercy^ and Christ's willingness to save 
the chief of sinners, who flies Co him for refuge* Hiis 
hwrible sin, this black crime of Judas, springs rather ftom 
a sullen, obstinate rejection of the remedy, than aa some 
Tunly suppose from a clear knowledge of the disease: 
And that none may commit it, Christ's ministers take paN 
ticular care not to preach the law witiiout the gospel, sod 
die fall without the recovery: no sooner have they opened 
the wound of sin, festering in the sinner's conscience, tiian 
they pour in the balm of divine promises, and make gra> 
cious offers of a free pardon, and full salvation by the com- 
pas^onate Redeemer, who came to justify the ungodly^ 
and to save the lost. 

And indeed those only, who see their sin and misery, 
will cordially embrace the gospel : for common sense dic- 
tates, that none care for the king's mercy, but those who 
know they are guilty, condemned criminals* How ex- 
cessively unreasonable is it then to object, that the preach- 
ing of man's corrupt and lost estate drives people to desp^ 
pair of divine mercy, when it is absolutely the only means 
of shewing them their need of it, and making them gladly 
accept it upon God's own terms. 

Leaving therefore that trite objection to the unthinking 
vulgar, once more, judicious reader, summon all your ra- 
tional powers; and, after imploring help from on high to 
yse them aright^ say^ whether these last arguments do not 
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prove^ that do christian can deny the complete fall of man- 
kind, without renouncing the capital doctrines of hb own 
religion ; overturning the very foundation of the gospel, 
which he professes to receive ; staining the glory of the 
Redeemer, whom he pretends to honor ; and impiously 
taking from his crown, wisdom, truth, and charity, the 
three jewels that are its brightest ornaments. Sum up 
then all that has been advanced concerning the afflictive 
dealings of God's providence with mankind, and the base 
conduct, or wicked temper of mankind towards God, one 
another, and themselves. Declare, if all the argument& 
laid before you, and cleared from the thickest clouds of 
objections that might obscure them, do not cast more 
light upon the black subject of our depravity, than is suf- 
ficient to shew that it is a melancholy truth. And finally 
pronounce, whether the doctrine of our corrupt and lost 
estate, stated in the words of the sacred writers, and of 
our pious reformers, is not rationally demonstrated, and 
established upon the firmest basis in the worlds Matter of 
fact, and the dictates of common sense. 
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WHEN a doctrine has been clearly demonstrated, the 
truths that necessarily spring from it, cannot reasonably 
be rejected. Let then common sense decide^ whether the 
following consequences do not necessarily result from the 
doctrine of the fall, established in the preceding parts of 
this treatise. 

I. Inference. If we are by nature in a corrupt and last 
estate, the grand business of ministers is to rouze our 
drowsy consciences, and warn us of bur imminent danger : 
It behoves them to cry alotid and spare noi^ to lift up thek 
voice like a trumpet, and shew us our transgressions and our 
sins : Nor are tliey to desist from this unpleasing part of 
their office^ till we awake to righteousness, and lay hold on 
the hope set before us. 

If preachers, under pretence of peace and good nature, 
let the wound fester in the conscience of their hearers, to 
avoid the thankless office of probing it to the bottom : If, 
for fear of giving them pain by a timely amputation, they 
let them die of a mortification : Or if they heal the hurt of 
the daughter of God's people slight ly, saying Peace I 
Peace ! when there is no peace ; they imitate those syco- 
phants of old, who, for fear of displeasing the rich and of- 
fending the great preached smooth things, and prophesied 
deceit. 

This cruel gentleness, this soft barbarity is attended with 
the most pernicious consequences, and will deservedly 
meet with the most dreadful punishment* Give sinners 
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warning from me, says the Lord to every minister : When 
I say to the wicked^ the unconverted. Thou shalt surely 
die ; and thou givest him not warning, he shall die in his 
iniquity f in his unconverted state ; but his blood will I re^ 
quire at thy hand* See Matt, xviii. 3. Ezek. iii. 18. and 
xiiu 10. 

II. Infer. If we are naturally depraved and Con- 
-demaed creatures ; self-righteousness and pride^ are the 
most absurd and monstrous of all our sins. The deepest 
repentance and profoundest humility become us : To ne^ 
gleet them, is to stumble at the very threshold of true re- 
ligion ; and to ridicule them, is to pour contempt upon 
reason, revelation^ and the first operations of divine grace 
on a sinner's heart. 

III. Infer. If the corruption of mankind is universal, 
inveterate, and amazingly powerful, no mere creature can 
deliver them from it. They must remain unrestored ; or 
they must have an almighty, omniscient, omnipresent, un- 
wearied, infinitely patient Saviour ; willing day and night 
to attend to the wants, and public or secret applications of 
millions of wretched souls ; and able to give them imme- 
diate assistance throughout the world ; in all their various 
trials, temptations, and conflicts, both in life and in death. 
Is the most exalted creature sufficient for these things ? 

When such a vast body as mankind, spread over all the 
earth for thousands of years, made up of numerous nations, 
all of which consist of multitudes of individuals, each of 
whom has the springs of all his faculties and powers en- 
feebled, disordered, or broken : When such an immense 
body as this, is to be restored to the image of the infinitely 
holy, glorious and blessed God, common sense dictates, 
that the amazing task can be performed by no other than 
the original Artist, the great Searcher of hearts, the omni- 
potent Creator of mankind. 

Hence it appears, that notwithstanding the cavils of 

Arius, the Saviour is God over all blessed for ever^ all 

2 X 
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thing's were made by him^ he upholds all things by the 
word of his power^ and every believer may adore him, 
and say, with the wondering apostk, when the light of 
faith shone into his benighted soul. My Lordj and my God! 

IV. Infer. If our guilt is immense, it cannot be ex- 
piated without a sacrifice of an infinite dignity : Hence we 
discover the mistake of heathens and carnal Jews, who 
trusted in the sacrifices of beasts : the error of deists^ Ma- 
hometans, and Sociniansy who see no need of any expiatory 
sacrifice ; and the amazing presumption of too many chris- 
tians, who repose a considerable part of their confidence 
11) the proper merit of their works ; instead of placing it 
entirely in the infinitely meritorious sacrifice of the imma- 
culate Lamb of God humbly acknowledging that all the 
gracious rewardableness of the best works of faith, is de- 
rived from his precious blood and original merit. , 

V. Infer. If our spiritual maladies are both numerous 
and mortal, it is evident, we cannot recover the spiritual 
health that we enjoyed in our first parents, but by the pow- 
erful help of our heavenly Physician^ the second Adam* 
How absurd is it then to say» that we are saved, or reco* 
vered by doing good works, without the quickening grace 
of a Saviour I 

A wretched beggar is lame both in his hands and feet: 
An officious man, instead of taking him to a person famous 
for his skill in relieving such objects of distress, assures 
him that the only way of getting well, is to run of errands 
for his prince, and work for his fellow-beggars. You 
justly wonder at the cruelty and folly of such a director : 
But you have much more reason to be astonished at the 
conduct of those miserable empirics, who direct poor, 
blind, lame sinners, labouring under a compilatioh of spi- 
ritual disorders, and sick even unto eternal death, to save 
themselves merely by serving God, and doing good to their 
neighbours ; as if they needed neither repentance towards 
God, nor faith in our Lord Jesus Christ, nor yet free grace 
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to enable them to repent, believe, and serve God accept- 
ably. 

How much more rational is the evangelical method of 
salvation ! we are saved^ says the apostle, we are restored 
to saivng' healths and a spiritual activity to serve God and 
our neighbour, notofwords^ not of ourselves ; but by grace ^ 
by mere favour ; through fatth^ through such an entire 
confidence in our Physician, as makes us gladly take his 
powerful remedies, abstain from the pleasing poison of sin, 
and feed on those divine truths which communicate ange- 
Kcal vigor and happiness to our souls. Eph. ii. 8. 

VI. Inf£R. if our nature is so completely fallen and 
totally helpless, that in spiritual things we are not sujfficient 
of ourselves to think any t/nng truly good as of ourselves^ 
hut our sufficiency is of God; it is plain we stand in abso- 
lute need of his Spirit's assistance, to enable us to pray, 
repent, believe, love and obey aright. Consequently, those 
who ridicule the Holy Spirit, and his sacred influence^ des- 
pise the great helper of our infirmities^ and act a most ir- 
rational, wicked, and desperate part. Rom. viii. 26. 

VII. Infer. If by nature we are really and truly bom 
in sin, our regeneration cannot be a mere metaphor, or a 
vain ceremony ; our spiritual birth must be real and posi' 
ttve. How fatal therefore is the mistake of those, who 
suppose that the new birth is only a figurative expression 
for a decent behaviour ! How dreadful the error of those, 
who imagine that all, whose faces have been t}'pically 
washed with material water in baptism, are now effectually 
born again o/* living 7vater and the Holy Spirit I And how 
inexcusable the case of the multitudes, who, in the church 
of England, are under this dangerous mistake, so pru- 
dently guarded against by our pious' reformers ! 

In our catechism, they cleariy distinguish between the 
outward visible sign or form in baptism^ and the inward^ 
spiritual grace : And by defining the latter, a death unto 
sin^ and a new birth unto righteousness^ they declare that 
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whosoever is not dead or dying to sin and alive to riffhU 
eausness^ is not truly regenerate, and has nothing of bap- 
tism but the outxvard and visible sign. In the 27th of our 
articles they mention, that baptism is not the new birth, but 
a tiON (ff regeneration or new birth whereby y as by cm in" 
strumenty they who receive baptism rightly are grafted 
into the church. And if our church returns thanks for 
^ regeneration of the infants, whom she has admitted to 
baptism, it is chiefly* upon a charitable supposition, that 
they have received it rightly, and will, for their pctrt faiths 
fully perform the promises made for them by their sureties* 
If they refuse to do it when they come of age, far from 
treating them as her regenerate children, she denounces a 
^neral excommunication against them^ and charges them 
itol to come to her holy table, lest Satan brings ihem, as 
he did Judas^ to destruction both of body and soul* 

VIII* Infer. If the fall of mankind in Adam, does not 
consist in a capricious imputation of his personal guilt, hat 
in a real, present participation of his depravity, impotence 
and misery ; the salvation that believers have in Christji 
is not a capricious imputation of his personal righteous- 
ness ; but a real present participation of his purity, power 
and blessedness, together with pardon ^d acceptance. 

Unspeakably dangerous then is the delusion of those, 
whose brains and mouths are filled with the notions and 
expressions of imputed righteousness ; while their poor, 
carnal, unregenerate hearts remain perfect strangers to thq 
Lord our righteousness* 

* I say cMefy, because our ohurch gives thanks also for Christ'% 
general grace and mercy to children, declaring herself j>er«t/a4/«(/ o/'lAc. 
good toiU of our Heavenly Father torwards thU [unbaptised] in/anit 
through Christ, who said, that of little children ia the kingdom of Hea* 
ven. The truth lies betveen the error of the pelagiana, who suppose 
that unbaptised infants are tinleaa like angels ; and that of tbf papiott* 
irho a&m that they are graceleta ss devils. 
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IX. Infer. If the corrupt nature which sinners derive 
*from Adam, spontaneously produces all the wickedness 
th^it overspreads the earth ; the holy nature which believ- 
ers receive from Christ, is also spontaneously productive 
of all the fruits of righteousness, described in the oracles 
of God: Good works springing 01/r* necessarily of a 
true and lively faith. 

Such ministers, therefore, as clearly preach our fall in 
Adam, and that faith in Christf which is productive of 
genuine holiness and active love, will infallibly promote 
good works and pure morality : When those who insist 
only upon works and moral duties^ will neither be zealous 
of good works themselves, nor instrumental in turning sin* 
ners from their gross immoralities* The reason is obvi- 
ous : Evangelical preachers follow their Lord's wise di- 
rection : Maie the tree good^ and the fruit shall be good 
also, but moralists will have corrupt trees bring forth good 
fruit, which in the nature of things is impossible. Matt. 
xii. 33. Luke vi. 43. Therefore, as nothing but faith 
maies the tree goody and as without faith it is impossible to 
please God: the christian, that will come to him with good 
works, must not only believe [as heatheni] that he is, and 
that he is a rewarder of those who diligently seek him ; but 
also that he was in Christy reconciling the world unto him^ 
§elf &f c. 

X. Infer. If corruption and sin work so powerfully 
and sensibly^ in the hearts of the unregenerate, we mayy 
without deserving the name of enthusiasts, affirm that the 
regenerate are sensible of the powerful eifects of divine 

' grace in their souls ; or to use the words of our 17th ar- 
ticle, we may say, They feel in themselves the workings of 
the Spirit of Christ : For where the poison of sin hath 
abounded^ and has been of course abundandy felt ; grace^ 

* This is to be understood of a moral, and not of an absolute, irrc< 
sistible nepessity, for faith never wimans the believer. 
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the powerfal antidote that expels it, does much more 
aiownff aad contequently may be much more perceived. 

Therefore the knowledge ofsalvMion by the forgiveness 
of iins^ the assurance of faiths and the peace of God pass* 
imgoU tmderstanding, are the E2:periencsd blessings of 
the converted i as certainly asf a guilty conscience, the 
gnawing of worldly cares, the working of evil tempers, the 
tumults of uirinidled appetites, tfnd the uproars of rebel- 
lious passions, are the bxperibnced curses of the uncon- 
verted. 

Reader, if these inferences are justly drawn, is it not 
evident, that the * principles generally exploded among us^ 
as entbusiastical or methodisucal, flow from the doctriiMl 
demonstrated in this treatise, as naturally as light from the 
aun } These consequences lead you perhaps farther than 
yoa could wish ; but let them not make you either afraid 
or ashamed of the gospel. Prejudices, like clouds, wiD 
vanish away ; but truth, which they obscure for a time, 
like tho sun, will shine for ever. A great man in the law 
said. Fiat yustitia^ ruai mundus. Improve the noble sen- 
timent, and say with equal fortitude, Stet Veritas^ ruai 
mundus : Let truth stand, though the universe shoidd sink 
into ruins. 

But happily for us, the danger is all on the side of the 
opposite doctriue ; and that you may be convinced of it, I 
present you next with a view of the 

* Those doctrines, pointed out in the ten abovementioned inferencet, 
are — 1. The alarming severity of the kw.— 2. The need of a deep, 
heart-felt repentance. — 3. The divinity of Christ.— 4. The infinite merit 
of his sacrifice. — 5. Salvation by faith in hinu — 6. The influences of his 
Holy Spirit — 7* The reality of the new-birth. — 8. The necessity of a 
present sadvation.— 9. The zeal of believers for good works, and 10 
ItiiC comfortable assurance which they have of their regeneration. 
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DREADFUL CONSEQUENCES 

Necessarily resulting from the ignorance of our depravity 

and danger. 

1. As the tempter caused the fall of our first parentSi 
by inducing them to believCf that they should not surely 
iie^ if they broke the divine law : So now we are foUeoy he 
prevents our recovery by suggesting, ^^ the bittemets of 
death is past," and *^ we are in a state of safety«**-«*Hence 
it is, that you sleep on in carnal security, O ye deluded 
sons of men, and even dream, ye are safe and righteous. 
Nor can ye escape for your lives, till the veil of unbelief is 
taken away^ and ye awake to a sight of your corrupt and 
lost estate s For there is no guarding against, nor flying 
from, an unseen, unsuspected evil : Here, as in a oonspira- 
cy, the danger continually increases, till it is happily dia* 
covered. 

2. If we are not sensible of our natural corruptiOD, and 
the justice of the curse entailed upon us on that account; 
can we help thinking God a tyrant, when he threatens un- 
converted moralists with the severest of his judgments, or 
causes the black storms of his providence to overtake na 
and our dearest relatives ? 

Answer, ye self-righteous pharisees, that ao bitterly ex- 
claim against the ministers, who declare by the audiority 
of scripture, that, except ye repent^ ye shall all perish* An- 
swer, fond mother, whose tears of distraaion, mix with the 
cold sweat of the convulsed, dying infant on the lap. Dost 
thou not secretly impeach divine justice and accuse heaven 
of barbarity ? Ah ! if thou didst but know the evil nalore, 
which thou and thy Isaac have brought into the world ; if ^ 
thou sawest the root of bitterness, which the hand i^ a gxm- . 
cioua Providence even now extracts from hia heart; far 
from being ready to curse God, and cRe vnA thy child, thou 
wouldst p^iently acquiesce in the kindly^^evcro dis^nsa* 
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lion : Thou wouldst clear him when he is judged by such 
as thyself, and even glorify him in the evU day q/* this pain- 
ful visitation* 

3. Though man's heart is hardened as steel, it does ndt 
frequently emit the hellish sparks of such murmurings 
against God, because It can seldom be struck by the flint 
of such severe afflictions ; yet the mischief is there, and 
will break out, if not by blasphemous despaifj at least by 
its contrary, presumptuotis madness* Yes, reader, unless 
thou art happily made acquainted with the strength of thy 
inbred depravity thou wilt rashly venture among the sparks 
of temptation: With carnal confidence thou wilt ask, 
** What harm can they do me?" And thou wilt continue 
the hazardous sport, till sin tod wrath consume thee to* 
gethen Nor will this be more surprising, than that one, 
who carries a bag of gun-powder, and knows not the dan- 
gerous nature of his load, should fearlessly rush through 
the midst of flames or sparks, uU he is blown up and de* 
stroyed* 

4. This fatal rashness is generally accompanied with a 
glaring inconsistency. Do not you make the assertion 
good, ye saints of the present age, who pretend to have 
found the secret of loving both God and the world ? Do 
not we hear you deny to men, that you are condemned; 
and yet cry to God to have mercy upon you ? But if you 
are not condemned, what need have you of mercy ? And 
if you are, why do you deny your lost estate ? Thou too, 
reader, wilt fall into this absurdity, unless thou knowest 
thy just condemnation. But the mischief will not stop 
here; for, , 

5. Ignorance of the mystery of iniquity within you» 
must, in the nature of things, cause you to neglect prayer, 
or to pray out of character. As unhumbled moralists, in- 
stead of approaching the throne of grace, with the self- 
abasement of the penitent publican, saying, God be merci* 
ful unio me a sinner : you will provoke the Most High, by 
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the open prophaneness of the aadducee ; or insult him by 
die sdf-conceited services of the pharisee, boasting *^ ye do 
no harm,^ and thanking God ye are not as other men. On 
these rocks your formal devotion will split, till you knowy 
that, as the impenitent and prayerless shall perish, so the 
Lord accepts no penitential prayer, but that of the man^ 
who knows the plague of his own heart ; because he alone 
prays in his own character^ and without hypocrisy. 1 Pet* 
V« 5» 1 Kings viii. 38. 

6. And as you cannot approach the throne of grace aright 
while you remain insensible of your corruption ; so the 
reading or preaching of God's word, till it answers the end 
of comiiction, is of no service to you, but rather proves, to 
use St. Paul's nervous expression, the savour of death unto 
death* For when the terrors of the law only suit your 
case, you vainly catch at the comforts of the gospel ; or 
rather you remain as unaffected vmder the threatnings of 
the oncf aa under the promises of the other : You look on 
mount Sinai and on mount Sion, with equal indiflference^ 
and the warmth of the preacher who invites you to fly from 
the wrath to come^ appears to you an instance of retipous 
madness* Nor is it a wonder it should, while you conti* 
tinue unacquainted with your danger: When a mortal 
disease is neither felt nor suspected, a pathetic address 
upon its consequences and cure, must be received by any 
reasonable man, with the greatest unconcern ; and the per- 
son that makes it in earnest, must appear exceedingly ri« 
diculous* Again, 

^« My people are destroyed for lack ofknowledge^ sajrs 

the Lord. This is true particularly with regard to the 

knowledge of our depravity. Reader, if thou remsdnest a 

stranger to it, thou wilt look upon slight confessions of 

ou^nTard sins as true repentance ; and the g'odly sorrow 

that worketh repentance to sahation^ will appear to thee a 

symptom of melancholy. Taking an external reformauoa 

of manners, or a change of ceremonies and opinionsi fot 

2Y 
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true conversion, thou wilt think thyself in a safe state, wluk 
thy heart continues habitually wandering from God, and 
under the dominion of a worldly spirit. In a word, some 
of the branches of the tree of corruption thou mayst possi- 
bly lop off, but the root will still remain and gather 
strength. For it is plain, that a bad root, supposed not 
to exist, can neither be heartily lamented, nor eamesdy 
struck at with the ax of self-denial. 

Even an Heathen could say ;* " the knowledge of sin, 
is the first step towards salvation from it : For he who 
knows not that he sins, will not submit to be set right: 
Thou must find out what thou art, before thou canst mend 
thyself. Therefore when thou discoverest thy vices, to 
which thou wast before a stranger, it is a sign that thy soul 
is in a better state." 

8. It is owing to the want of this discovery, O ye pre- 
tended sons of reason, that thinking }rour8elve8 bom pure, 
or supposing the disease of your nature to be inconsidera- 
ble, you imagine it possible to be your own phjrsicians, 
when you are only your own destroyers. Hence it is, that 
while you give to Jesus the titular honour of Saviour^ you 
speak perpetually of being " saved merely by your duties 
and be3t endeavours.** Hear him warning you against 
this common delusion ; O Israely says he, thou hast de- 
stToyed thyself but in me is thy help found. The vhole 
need not a physician, but they that are sick^ beyond all 
hopes of recovering themselves. 

9. The prescriptions of this wise physician, are exces- 
sively severe to flesh and blood, and some of his remedies 
as violent as our disease. Therefore, except we see the 
greatness of our danger, we shall beg to be excused from 

♦ Initiura est salutis notitia peccati, nam qui peccire se nescit cor- 
rigi non vult: Dcprehendas te opportet antequam emendes. Sen. Bp- 
xxviii. Et hoc ipsum argumentum est in melius translati animi, quod 
vitia «ua, qux adhuc ignorabat, ndet Ep.vi, 
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taking the bitter potion. Who can have resolution enough 
to cut off a right handy to pluck out a right eye, to take up 
his cross daily, to deny himself, and lose even his own life, 
or what is often dearer, his fair reputation i Who, I say, 
can do this, tiH a sight of imminent ruin on the one handf 
and of redeeming love on the other, makes him submit to 
the painful injunctions ? Thou lovely youths noted in the 
gospel for thy harmlessness, I appeal to thy wretched ex* 
perience. When the physician of souls, at whose feet thou 
wast prostrate^ commanded thee to sell ail and follow him^ 
what made thee go away sorrowful and undone ? Not 
barely thy great possessions^ but the ignorance of thy con- 
dition .* For all that a man hath will he give for his life^ 
when he sees it in immediate danger, Matt. xix. 22. 

10. If it is a desperate step to turn away from the Prince 
of life, it is a daring one to approach him with a mere 
compliment. Of this nevertheless you are guil^, ye un- 
awakened sinners, who daily appear before the throne of 
grace, with thanks and praises to God, for his inestimable 
love in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus 
Christ, Alas ! When you deny the state of sin and mise- 
ry, in which you are by nature, and yet presume to thank 
God for redemption from it, do you not mock him as so- 
lemnly as you would the king, were you to present him 
every day an address of thanks, for redeeming you from 
Turkish slavery^ when you never knew yourselves slaves 
in Turkey ? O how provoking^ to God must these unmean- 
ing thanksgivings be ! Surely one day they will be ranked 
among the indigmtiesy offered by earthly worms to the Ma- 
jesty on high. 

11. Some indeed, more consistent than you, openly 
throw off the mask. Seeing neither the unfathomable 
depth of their misery by the fall, nor the immense height 
of their aggravated iniquitieSf they do not trifle with, but 
at once deny the Lord that bought them. Yes, far from 
admiring the established method of a salvation, procured 
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at so immeme a price, as the incarnation and cmcifinoQ 
of the Son of God, they are not afraid to intimate it is ir- 
rational: and upon their principle they may well do it; for 
if our ruin is not immense, what need is there for an im* 
mensely glorious Redeemer? And if our guilt reaches not 
up to heaven, why should the Son of God have come 
down from thence, to pui away sin by the sacrifice of Unh 

selff 

12. As we slight or reject the Saviour^ till we are truty 
convinced of the evil and danger of sin ; so we worship a 
false God, a mere idol. For instead of adoring Jehovahi 
infinite in his holiness and hatred of sin> inviolable in the 
truth of his threatnings against it, and impartial in his strict 
justice— -a God in whose presence unhumbled sinners are 
not able to stand, and with whom evU cannot dwell; we bow 
to a strange God, whom pious men never knew--« God 
formed by our own fancy, so unholy as to cotinive at sin, 
io unjust as to set aside his most righteous law, and so 
false as to break his solemn word, that we must turn or 
die, £z. xxnii. 11. Is not this worshipping a God of our 
own making ; or as David describes him, a God altogether 
such as Qursehes ? To adore an idol of paste, made by the 
baker and the priest, may be indeed more foolish, but can- 
not be more wicked, than to adore one made by our wild 
imagination, and impious unbelief, 

13. We may go one step farther still and affim, that till 
we are deeply convinced of sin, far from worshipping the 
true God [which implies knowing, loving and admiring 
him in all his perfections] we hate and oppose him in his 
infinite holiness Md justice. The proof is obvious : Two 
things diametrically opposite in their nature, can never be 
approved of at once. If we do not side with divine holi- 
ness and justice, abhor our corruption, and condemn our- 
selves as hell-deserving sinners ; far from approving, we 
shall rise against the holy and righteous God, who sen- 
tences us to eternal death for our sin ; We shall at least 
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wiah he were less pure and just than he is; which amount^ 
to wishing him to be no God. While proud fiends betray 
this horrid disposition, by loud blasphemies in hell ; ye do 
ity O ye unconvinced sons of men, by your aversion to 
godliness upon earth. Haters of God is then the proper 
Barney and enmity against him^ the setded temper of all un« 
humbled, unconverted sinners. Rom. i. 30^ and viil. 7* 

14. When the nature of God is mistaken, what wonder 
if his law is misapprehended i The law is good, says St. 
Paul, if a man use it lawfully; but if we make an impro- 
per use of it, the consequence is fataL Since the fally the 
law of God, as contra-disdnguished from the gospel of 
Christ, points out to us the spodess holiness, and inflexible 
justice of its divine Author. It teaches us with what ar« 
dour and constancy we should love both our Creator and 
our fellow-creatures. As a bank cast against the stream 
of our iniquity, it accidentally serves to msUce it rise the 
higher, and to discover its impetuosity ; for by the law is 
the knowledge of sin. It demonstrates man^s weakness, 
who cofi^en^^ indeed to the law that it is goodp but finds 
not how to fulfil it J Rom. vii. 16, 19. As a battery erect- 
ed against our pride, when it has its due eifect, it silences 
all our self-righteous pleasf and convinces us that a return- 
ing sinner is not justified by the works of the law, but by 
the faith of Christ : a broken law, a law which worketh 
wrath^ being absolutely unable to absolve its violator. In 
a word, it is our school-master to bring us to Christy and 
drives us with the rod of threatened punishments, to make 
U8 touch the sceptre of mercy, held out to us from the 
throne of grace. 

But while we remain strangers to our helpless and hope- 
less state by nature, far from making this proper use of the 
law, we trust in it and fancy that the merit of our unsprin- 
kled obedience to it is the way of salvadon. Thus we go 
about to establish our own righteousness^ making' light of 
the atoning bloody which marks the new and living way to 
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Heaven. This very mistake ruined the pharisees of old, 
and destroys their numerous followers in all ages. Rom. 
ix. 31* 

15. And when we form such wrong apprehensions of 
/aw, is it possible that we should have right views of the 
gospeli and receive it with cordial affection i Reason and 
experience answer in the negative. What sajrs the gospel 
to sinners ? Tou are saved bt grace, through mere fa* 
vour and mercy, not by the covenant of uoorks^ lest any 
man should boast like the pharisee. £ph. ii. 8. Now, ye 
decent formalists, ye fond admirers of your own virtue^ 
are you not utterly disqualified to seek and accept a par* 
don in a gospel way i For your seeking it upon the foot* 
ing of mere mercy j implies an acknowledgment, that you 
deserve the ruin threatened against sinners. And suppose 
a pardon were granted you, before you had a consciotls- 

■ 

ness of your sad deserts, you could not receive it as an act 
of mere grace^ but only as a reward justly bestowed upon 
you for the merit of your works. It is plain then, that 
according to the gospel plan, none can be fit subjects of 
salvation, but those who are truly sensible of their con- 
demnation. 

16. But as the grace of God in Christ, is the original 
and properly meritorious cause of our salvation : So the 
grand instrumental cause of it is faith on our part. Through 

faith are ye savedy says St. Paul. Now if to have faidi 
in Christ, is habitually to lift up our hearts to him, with 
an humble and yet cheerful confidence^ seeking in him all 
our wisdom^ righteousness y and strength^ as being our in- 
structing prophet, atoning priest, and protecting king; 
it is evident that till we awake to a sight of our fall- 
en state, we cannot believe, nor consequently be saved.— 
O ye that never were sensible of your spiritual blind- 
ness, can you with sincerity take Jesus for your guide, 
and desire his Spirit to lead you into all truth ? Does not 
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Davfd's prayer. Open thou mine eyes^ that 1 may see the. 
wonderful things of thy law ; appear to you needless^ if 
not fanatical i And is not the Redeemer's prophetic office 
thrown away upon such sons of wisdom as you are ? 

Hare you a greater value for Jesus than they, O ytjust 
men^ who have no sensible need of heart-felt repentance^ 
and whose breasts were never dilated by one sigh, under a 
due sense of your guilt and condenmation ? Can yoUf 
without hypocrisy, apply to him as the High Priest of the 
guilty J claim him as the advocate of the condemned^ or fly 
to him as the Saviour of the lost ? Impossible ! Ye fond- 
ly hope ye never were lost, ye were always " good livers, 
good believers, good churchmen ;" ye ^^ need not make so 
much ado" about an interest in the blood of the new cove- 
vant. 

And ye, who flushed with the conceit of your native 
strength, wonder at the weakness of those^ that continually 
bow to the sceptre of Jesus's grace for protection and pow« 
er ; can you without a smile of pity hear him say, With^ 
out me ye can do nothing. Is it possible that you should 
sincerely implore the exertion of his royal power, for vic- 
tory over sins, which yoxi suppose yourselves able to con- 
quer : and for the restoration of a nature, with the good- 
ness of which you are already so well satisfied i Your 
reason loudly ^answers. No : Therefore, till you see your- 
selves corrupt, impotent creatures, you will openly neglect 
the Redeemer, give to your aggravated sins the name of 
^^ human frailties,** and trust to your baffled, and yet 
boasted endeavours. Self-deception ! Art thou not of all 
impostors the most common and dangerous, because the 
least suspected I , 

To sum up and close these important remarks : Look at 
those who, in mystic Babylon, are not truly sensible of 
their total fall from God, and you will see them setting 
their own reason above the holy scriptures; and their 



mwJa- in cump e tid c m ' wkh die iofinitdf mettoriouft Mdf- 
fi^ of Cbrist. Inquire into thcdr principtei, andymi tiiir 
dbtcorer that they cither openly expk>de tt eiullndbiticidt 
or 8ligfadyiiecoi?e an nmrcfimy, die doctrines of saTvn- 
tfon byfidth in Christ, and' regenenuion hy the %>irit of 
God; Exauine their epnduct, and yon wilt fiiod tlie]^ df 
ebmmitsin^ and reoeive the mark of tht beast secredy m 
ilieit tiglu hmu^ or openly in their foteheade. Iter. iSSu 
td^ Sort them, and yon wiK have two bandi^ the one of 
seepdcs and die odierof formaUsts, who^tlumg^ aiwt 
peat enmty between themaeh>ee^ as Plhte and Herodt ate 
like diem made JHende together by joindy deridhig, and 
Condemning' Jesus in Ms Bving members. 

And if with die eandk of' die Lord you search die Jera- 
salem of professing cbristianSf you will perceive that* die' 
wtait of an hean-fdt, humUing knowledge of their natund 
depravity, pves birth to the douUe-mindedhess of hgrpo- 
erities, and die miscarriages or apostacy of those, who once 
disdnguished themselves in die evangelical' race : Vou wiV 
easily trace back to die same corrupt source, the seemingly 
<qypo8ite errors of die loose antinomiany and thepharisak 
l^alistf those spiritual thieves, by whom the sincere chiis- 
dan is perpetually reviled : and in short, you will be con- 
vinced, that if you set j^ur eyes upon a man, who is not 
yet deeply conscious of his corrupt and lost estate, or 
whose consciousness of it has worn away, you behold 
either a trifler in religion, a dead-hearted pharisee, a sly 
hypocrite^ a loose antinomian, a self-conceited formalisf, a 
scoffing infidel, or a wretched apostate. 

Tou see, reader^ what a train of fatal consequences, re« 
sults from rejecting, or not properly receiving, the doc* 
trine demonstrated in these sheets : and now 3rou may cor^ 
dially embrace it, permit me to enumerate the 
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UNSPEAKABLE ADVANTAGES, 

Springing from an affecting knowledge of our fallen and 

lost estate. 

No sooner is the disease rightly known^ than the ne- 
£^ected Jesus, who is both our gracious physician and pow- 
erful remedy, is properly valued, and ardently sought ; 
AU that thus seek, find ; and all that find him^ find saving 
health, eternal life, and heaven. 

Bear your testimony with me, ye children of Abraham 
and of God, who see the brightness of a gospel day and 
rejoice* Say, what made you first wishfully look to the 
hilb^ whence your salvation is come^ and fervently desire 
to behold the sin-dispelling beams of the Sun of Right" 
eousness f Was it not the deep, dismal night of our fallen 
nature, which you happily discovered, when awaking from 
the sleep of sin, you first saw the delusive dreams of life, 
as they appear to the dying ? What was the desire of no* 
tions to you till you felt yourselves lost sinners i Alas ! 
Nothing : Perhaps less than nothing ; an object of disgust 
or scorn. When the pearl of great price was presented to 
youy did you regard it more, than the vilest of brutes, an 
oriental pearl ? And, as if it had not been enough to look 
at it with disdain, were not some of you ready to turn 
again and rendj after the example of snarling animals^ 
those who affectionately made you the invaluable offer i 
Matt. vii. 6. 

But when the storm that shook mount Sinai, overtook 
your careless souls, and ye saw yourselves sinking into an 
abyss of misery ; did ye not cry out, and say as the alarm- 
ed disciples, with an unknown energy of desire, save Lord 
or we perish ? And when conscious of your lost estate, 
ye began to believe, that he came to seek and to save that 

which was lost ; how dear, how precious was he to you in 

2 Z 
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all his offices ? How glad were you to take, gtiilty, weep* 
ing Magdalen's place, and wait for a pardon at your High 
Priesfs feet ? How importunate in saying to your king^ 
as the helpless widow ; Lord, avenge me of mine adversa- 
ry , my evil heart of unbelief / How earnest, how im- 
wearied in your applications to your prophet^ for heavenly 
light a4^d wisdom ! The incessant prayer of blind Bard- 
meus was then yours, and so was the gracious answer 
which the Lord returned to him : You received your spi- 
ritual sight. And Oh ! what saw you then ? The sacred 
book unsealed ! Your sins blotted out as a cloud ! The 
glory of God shining in the face of Jesus Christ / and 
^' the kingdom of heaven opened to all believers !** 

Then, and not till then, you could say from the hearty 
this is a faithful sayings and worthy of all cu^ceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 
wltom lam the chiefs 1 Tim. i. 15. Then you could cry 
out with his first disciples : Behold what manner of love 
the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be caUei 
the sons of God! 1 John iii. 1. We are all the children 
of God by faith in Christ Jesiis^ whom having not seen we 
love ; in whom^ though now we see him not^ yet believing, 
tee rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory, receiving 
the end of our faith^ the salvation of our souls. Gal. iii. 
26. 1 Pet. i. 8. We trusted in him and are helped : There- 
fore our heart danceth for joy^ and in our song will we 
praise him. Psal, xxviii. 8. To him that hath loved us, 
and washed us from our sins in his own bloody and hath 
made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to 
Him be glory and dominion for ever and ever* Rev. i. 5. 

And this will also be your triumphant song, attentive 
reader, if deeply conscious of your lost estate, you spread 
your guilt and misery before him, who came to bind up 
the broken-hearted^ to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
the opening of the prison to them that are bound ; and to 
comfort all that mourn, by giving them beauty for ashes, 
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the oil of joy for mournings and the garment of praise for 
the spirit of heaviness, Isa. Ixi. 1. Your sorrow it is true 
may endure for a nighty but joy will come in the morning, 
the joy of God*s salvation, and the pardon of your sins.^— 
Having much forgiven youy you will then love much and 
admire in proportion the riches of divine wisdom, good- 
ness, justice, and power, that so graciously contrived, and 
so wonderfully executed the plan of your redemption.— 
You will be ravished in experiencing, that a condemned 
dinner can, not only escape impending ruin, but enter into 
present possession of a spiritual paradise^ where peace and 
joy bkMBom together, and whence welcome death, will ere 
long, translate your triumphant soul to those unseen, un- 
heardof, inconceivable glories, which God hath prepared 
for them that love him. 1 Cor. ii. 9. 

Nor will the blossoms of heavenly peace and joy^ only 
diffuse their divine fragrancy in your soul ; all the fruits 
of holiness will grow together with them^ to the glory of 
Gody and the profit of mankind. And thou wilt not be the 
last, thou fair, thou blushing humility^ to bend alLthe 
spreading bratiches of the tree of righteousness. No, we 
cannot be vain, or despisers of others, when we see that 
we are all corrupted, dying shoots of the same corrupted, 
dead stock : We cannot be self-righteous, when we are 
persuaded, that the best fruit which we can naturally pro- 
duce is only splendid sin, or vice coloured over with the 
specious appearance of virtue : We must lie prostrate in 
the dust, when we consider the ignominious crossy where 
our divine surety hvuig, bled, and died to ransom our 
guilty souls* 

A genuine conviction of our corruption and demerit 
thus striking at the very root of our pride, necessarily fiUs 
our hearts with inexpressible gratitude for every favour 
we receive, gives an exquisite relish to the least blessing 
we enjoy, and teaches us to say with the thankful patri- 
arch, I am not worthy of the least of all thy mercies: and 
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as it renders us grateful to God, and all our benefactors, 
so it makes us patient under the greatest injuries, resigned 
in the heaviest trials, glad to be repfoired, willing to for- 
give the faults of others, open to acknowledge our crnnjf 
disposed to sympathise with the guilty; tender-hearted 
towards the miserable, incapable of being offended at any 
one, and ready to do every oflSce of kindness, even to die 
meanest of mankind. 

Again, no sooner are we properly acqusdoted wiA our 
helplessness, than we give over leaning on an arm of flestaf 
and the bfoken reed of our own resolutions. Reposing 
our entire confidence in the living God, we fervently hb« 
plore his continual assistance, carefully avoid temptatioiis, 
gladly acknowledge, that the help which is done upon the 
earthy the Lord doth it himself j and humbly give htm the 
glory of all the good that appears in ourselves and others. 

Once more, as soon as we can discover our spiritual 
blindness, we mistrust our own judgment, feel the need of 
instruction, modestly repair to the experienced for advice, 
carefully search the scriptures, readily follow their blessed 
directions, and fervently pray, that no false light may mis- 
lead us out of the way of salvation. 

To conclude : a right knowledge, that the crown is fall- 
en from our hcad^ will make us abominate sin, the cause 
of our ruin, and raise in us a noble ambition of regaining 
our original state of blissful and glorious righteousness.— 
It will set us upon an earnest enquiry into, and a proper 
use of, all the means conducive to our recovery. Even 
the sense of our guilt will prove useful, by helping to break 
our obdurate hearts, by imbittering the baits of worldly 
vanities, and filling our souls with penitential sorrow. Be- 
fore honor is humility. This happy humiliation makes 
way for the greatest exaltation : For thus saith the high 
and lofty oncy that inhabiteth eternity. I dwell in the high 
and holy place^ with him also that is of a contrite and hum- 
ble spirit^ to revive the spirit of the humble^ and the heart 
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of the contrite^ to ^U the hungry tuith good things^ and 
beautify the meet with salvation. Isaiah Ivii* 15. 

If these advantages, which exceed the worth of earthly- 
crowns, necessarily result from the proper knowledge of 
our corrupt and lost estate ; who but an infatuated enemy 
of hb own soul> would be afraid of that self-science ? Who 
but an obstinate pharisee, would not esteem it next to the 
knowledge of Christ, the greatest blessing which heaven 
can bestow upon the self-destroyed, and yet self-conceited 
children of men ? 

Careless reader, if thou art the person, if remaining un- 
shaken in thy carnal confidence, and supposing thyself 
toiser than seven men that can render a reason^ thou not 
only despisest the testimony of the sacred writers and our 
pious reformers, laid before thee in the first part of this 
treatise, but disregardest the numerous arguments of mat- 
ter of fact and common sense^ and remainest unaffected by 
the most dreadful consequences of self-ignorance on the 
one hand, and by the greatest advantages of self-knowledge 
on the other; I have done, and must take my leave of thee» 

May the merciful and holy God, whose laws thou dost 
daily violate, whose word thou hourly opposest or forget- 
testy whose salvation thou dost every moment neglect, 
whose vengeance thou continually provokest^ and whose 
cause I have attempted to plead, bear with thee and thy 
insults a litde longer ! May his infinite patience yet afford 
thee some means of conviction, more effectual than that 
which is at present in thy hands ! Or shouldest thou look 
into this labour of love once more, may it then answer a 
better purpose than to aggravate thy guilt, and enhance thy 
condemnation, by rendering the folly of thy unbelief more 
glaring, and consequently more inexcusable ! 

END OF THE APPEAL. 
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HAVING taken my leave of the thoughtless and gay, 
who regard an appeal to their reason, as little as they do 
the warnings of their conscience ; I return to thee, "(^serious 
and well-disposed reader. I am too much concerned for 
thy soul's welfare, to lay down my pen, without shewing 
thee more perfecdy the way to the kingdom of heaven, by 
testifying to thee, repentance towards God, and faith in 
our Lord Jesus Christ* 

Thou art happily weary of feeding upon the husks of 
earthly vanides. I have a right therefore, as a steward of 
the mysteries of God, to bring out of the divine treasury, 
the pearis of evangelical truth ; and I gladly cast them be* 
fore thee^ persuaded, that far from awakening thy anger, 
they will excite thy desires, and animate thy languid hopes* 

* This address is only calculated for serious persons^ who cordially 
assent to the doctrine established in the rational demonstration of our 
fallen and lost estate. As other readers hare been dismissed with the 
portion of truth that belong^ to them, they are desired not to meddle 
with tfdSf lest their cavils confirm St Paul's observation. We preach 
Christ crucified to the self-righteous jexos a stumbKng-block, and to the 
self-coDoeited Greeks foolishness. 
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Instead of ridiculing, or dreading an heartfelt convic* 
tion of thy lost estate, thou now seest it is a desirable pri- 
vilege, an invaluable blessing* Ready to mourn, because 
thou canst not mourn, thou complainest, that thou hast 
onty a confused view of thy total depravity* Thou want^ 
est the feelings of the royal peiute&tf when he said. Behold 
Jxvas shapen in iniquity j &c« / acknawled^ my tranB^ 
gressions, and my sin is ever before me ; but consdous 
thou canst not ndse them in thy heart by natural powers, 
thou desirest some scriptural cUrections suitable to thy 
case* Give me leave to introduce them by a few 

FRJSUMIKART REFLECTIONS 

On the nature and depth of penitential sorrow^ 

I. Thou knowest, that except thou truly repentesi, thou 
^halt surely perish^ and that there is no true repentancci 
where there is not true sorrow for sin, /ryoiccj says St. 
Paul to the Corinthians, that ye were made sorry cfier a 
godly manner; For godly sorrow worieth repentance to 
salvation, not to be repented qf; tut the sorrow of the 
auorld worieth death. Hence it appears, that there are 
two sorts of sorrow springing from opposite sources ; God 
and the world,- the one a godly sorrow^ and the other the 
sorrow of the world* Learn then to distinguish them by 
their various causes and effects, so shalt thou avoid the 
danger of mistaking the one for the other* 

The sorrow of the world, which many cover with the 
cloak of religion, arises from fear of contempt, dread of 
poverty, secret jealousy, reveoge dissatisfied, love disap- 
pointed, baffled schemes, losses in business, unkindness of 
friends, provocation of enemies, or the death of some ido- 
lized relative. Nay, this sorrow may sometimes spring 
f^m a mixture of self-righteous pride and slavish fear* 
Some cannot bear to be robbed of their fond hopes of me* 
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tiUDg heaven by their imaginary good isirorks : They lose 
all patieace^ when they see their best righteousness brought 
to lig^t, and exposed as jftUAy rtigs : They are cut to the 
heart, when they hear, that their apparent good deeds de* 
serve punishment as well as their black enormiues : (H* 
like condemned malefactors, they dread the consequences 
of their crimes, while they feel little or no horror for the 
crimes themselves. 

Exceedingly fatal are the effects of this sorrow in the 
persons whom it overcomes : Their indignant hearts, una- 
ble to bear ^ther disappointment, contradiction or con- 
demnation, rise against second causes, or against the de- 
crees of Providence ; fret at the strictness of the law, or 
holiness of the Lawgiver ; and pine away with uninter- 
rupted discontent. Hence, spuming at advice, direction, 
and consolation, they wring their hands, or gnaw their 
tongve^ with anguish; impatience works them up into 
stupid sullenness or noisy murmuring; they complain, that 
their pwmhmmt is greater than they can bear ; and, ima- 
gining they are more severely dealt with than others^ they 
hastily ooodudef Behold^ this evil is from the Lord^ why 
should I wait for him any longer P Thus black despair 
seizes upon their spirits, and if grace does not interpose, 
they either live on to fiU i^ the measure of dieir iniquities, 
as Cain, Pharaoh and Haman, or madly lay violent hands 
upon themselves, as Ahkophel, and Judas. 

This sorrow camiot be too much guarded against, as it 
not only destroys many persons, but does immense hurt to 
jreligion. For those who are glad of any pretence to pour 
contempt upon godliness, taking occasion from the in- 
stances of diis sorrow, harden their own hearts, and pre- 
judice all around them against die blessed, godly sorrow, 
which every minister of the gospel endeavours to excite ; 
maliciously representiiig it as one and the same with the 
mischievous sorrow of the world. 
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Their mistake will be evident, if we trace godly sorrow 
back to its source. It does not spring merely from fear 
of punishment ; but chiefly from humbling views of God's 
holiness, the impurity of the human nature, the exceeding 
sinfulness of sin, and the transcendant excellency of the 
law, which condemns the sinner. 

And this happy sorrow differs not 1q3s from the other 
in its effects, than it does in its cause. The persons who 
are blessed with it, far from murmuring, or fretting at the 
divine commandment, see it to be holy^ jtist and goodj 
both in its preceptive and penal part. They so absolutely 
acquiesce in it, that they would not alter it, if they could. 
They clear God, accuse themselves, subscribe their gwn 
sentence, and acknowledge. It is of the Lor<Ps mercies that 
we are not consumed^ Each of them can say ** Wherefore 
should a living man complain, a man for the punishment 
of sins ? It is good that he should both hope, and quiedy 
wmt for God's salvation : I will therefore watch to see 
what he will say unto me, for he will speak peace unto 
his people." Thus in a constant use of all the ordinances 
of God, they meekly wait, wrestling with their unbelieving 
fears, till victorious faith comes by hearing of the match- 
less love of Jesus Christ; and then, fearing the Lord and 
his goodness^ they sing the song of the Lamby and run upon 
his delightful errands. 

As thou seest, serious reader, the nature, necessity, and 
excellence of godiy sorrow, thou art probably desirous of 
being informed, how deep thine must be, to constitute thee 
a true penitent. Know then, that it must be deep enough 
to imbitter thy most pleasing, profitable, and habitual sins, 
and to prevent thy resting without a clear sense of thy pe- 
culiar interest in Christ. It must be profound enough to 
make him and his gospel infinitely precious to thee, and to 
produce, under God, the blessed effects mentioned in the 
fifth part of the preceding treatise. 
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To be more particular, a true penitent may certainly 
without despair or madness, go as far in godly sorrow, as 
David does in his penitential psalms, or our church in the 
first part of the homily on fasting. <' When good men, 
*^ says she, feel in themselves the heavy burden of sin, see 
" damnation to be the reward of it, and behold with the eye 
" of their mind the horror of hell^ they tremble, they quake, 
" they are inwardly touched with sorrowfulness of hearts 
^* for their offences, and cannot but accuse themselves, and 
f^ open their grief unto Almighty God, and call on him for 
'^ mercy. This being doive seriously, their mind is so oc- 
^^ cupied^ partly with sorrow and heaviness, partly with an 
*' earnest desire to be delivered from this danger of hell 
^^ and damnation, that all desire of meat and drink is laid 
^^ aside, and loathing of all worldly things and pleasures 
^^ comes in place, so that they like nothing better than to 
^^ weep, to lament, to mourn, and both with words and 
*^ behaviour of body, to shew themselves weary of this 
" life/' 

Nevertheless it must be observed, that godly sorrow 
needs not be equal, either in degree or duration, in all pe- 
nitents. Those, whose hearts, through divine grace, open 
as readily and gently as that of Lydia, happily avoid many 
of David's pangs and Job's terrors. The powerful and 
instantaneous, or the gende and gradual manner, in which 
souls are awakened ; the difference of constitutions ; the 
peculiar services that a few are called to, and for which 
they are prepared by peculiar exercises ; the horrid aggra- 
vations that have attended the sins of some ; and the se- 
vere correction, which the Lord is obliged to give others, 
for their stout resistance against his grace— -all this. may 
help us to account for the various depths of distress^ 
through which different penitents pass in their way to 
Christ and salvation. 

The Lord does not needlessly afflict the children of men, 
any more than a tender father, unnecessarily corrects his 
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disobedient childreii: He ody wtntt in to ftinske our 
tbs, renounce our own irnggjiwiy rightedmnoss^ imd 001116 
to Christ to be made pamkers oiF Ins merits, hoii a e as aai 
felicity. The sorrow which amwers these ends, h fuiie 
sufficient; though it should be ever so light, andof everso 
short a duration. On the contimiy, a distress as besny as 
that of Judas is unavutaUe^ if instead of driving us fiion 
sin to Jesus Christ, it only drives us Croni pfophaneness 
to hypocrisy, or from presumption to despair. 

If still perplexed, thou askest what thou must do, to get 
a sense of thy depravity, produedve of true repematne 1 1 
answer, that an afiecdng discovery of die guilt, nacare, ahd 
danger of sin, is only attained by the assistuoe of CSod's 
Spirit, who alone effectual^ cormnces the wortd of Htu 
J(din xvL 8. But the Lord has gradonsly a p poi n te d 
means, in die right use of which he never denies a ttttier 
the convincing and converting power of his blessed S^riC^ 
and what they are thou art informed in the fi)Uairiqg 
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Proper for an half awakened sinner ^ desirous of being duly 
convinced of his corrupt and lost estate* 

11. Beware of fools^ that nude a mock at sorrow for sin, 
and at sin itself. Beware of those blinJ leaders of the 
blinds who having a form qf godliness, deny the poxoet 
thereof: Instead of pointing thee to the throne of grace, and 
bidding thee behold the Lamb of Godj that taketh away the 
sin of the world, they will only direct thee to the church* 
walls and communion-table ; and perhaps, if they see thee 
under dejection of spirit for thy sins, they will recommend 
the play-house, the card-table, or what they call '^ a cheerful 
glass.'' From such turn away^ or they will persuade thee 
that repentance is melancholy ; conviction of sin, despair ; 
and the love of God, enthuuasm^ 2 Hm. iii« 5. 
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That they may not be able to laugh, or frown thee out 
of the way of salvation, dwell in thy thoughts on God's 
awful perfections, yustice and judgment are the habita* 
tton of his throne* The unspotted, resplendent holiness 
beaming forth from him, as from an immensely glorious 
Sun of righteousness, will shew thee thy sins as innumera" 
ble as the flying motes discovered in a dusty room, where 
the natural sun can penetrate* Consider that they are 
committed by a worm of earth, against the majesty of hca^* 
ven ; and they will all appear to thee infinitely great : espe- 
cially if thou measurest them and thyself by the true rule, 
the oracles of God ; casting away the three false standards 
which self-deceivers measure themselves by, namely, the 
good opinion of their worldly minded neighbours, the dc'* 
fective examples of their fcUow-sinners, and the flattering 
suggestions of their own blind self-love* 

Follow the example of the noble Bereans : search the 
scriptures dailuy whether these things are so^ Acts xvii. 
11. View in that faithful mirror, the picture both of the 
natural and of the regenerate man, and ask thy conscience 
which thou resemblest most. If, imitating the godly man 
described in the first psalm, thou medttatest in the law of 
the Lord day and night; the straitness of the heavenly 
rule, will soon shew thee how very far gone thy thoughts, 
words, actions, tempers^ and nature, are from original 
righteousness. 

To this meditation, add a frequent survey of the follies 
of thy childhood, the vanity of thy youth, the worldly- 
mindedness of thy riper years, the capital transgressions 
which conscience accuses thee of, and the hardness^ of 
hearty and alienation from the life of Gody that the scrip* 
tures charge thee with. Confess all to the Lord as thou 
art able, remembering that the wages of sin is deaths who 
flies fast upon thee with the wings of time— ->/)raf A, who 
often gives no warning, and ushers in judgment^ with all 

t)ie horrors of hell^ or the joys of heaven s and pray that 

3B 
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these awful realities may afiect thee now, as they will in, 
thy last moments. 

Frequently reflect, how total must be our loss of spin* 
tual life, which cannot be repaired but by a resurrection^ a 
nexjU'birthy or a new creation^ Col. iii. 1. John iii. 7* GaL 
vi. 5. and how desperate the disease of our fallen naturCf 
which cannot be healed but with the blood of a divine 
physician. Cofisider^ attentively consider hinij whose pierc- 
ing look softened the obdurate heart of cursing Peter^ 
whose amazing sufferings brought an hardened thief under 
the deepest concern for his salvation, and whose djmsg 
groans rent the rocka^ shook the earthy and opened the 
graves. The tender flower of evangelical sorrow grows 
best in the shade of his cross : A believing view of him as 
suffering for thee, will melt thee into penitential tears, and 
seal upon thy relenting heart the gracious promise. They 
shall look upon him whom they have pierced^ and mourn. 
Zech. xii. 10. 

In the mean time improve the daily opportunities^ which 
thou hast of studying human corruption in the life and 
tempers of all around thee, but chiefly in thy own careless 
and deceitful heart : Take notice of its pride and self- 
seeking, of its risings and secret workings, especially when 
unexpected temptations trouble thy imaginary peace of 
mind : For, at such a time, thy corruption, like the sedi- 
ment in the bottom of a vial that is shaken, will shew its 
loathsomeness and strength. 

Converse frequently, if thou canst, with persons deeply 
convinced of sin. Attend a plain, heart-searching minis- 
try as often as possible ; and when the sword of the Spirit* 
the word of God, pierces thy soul, beware of fretful impa- 
tience. Instead of rising with indignation against the 
preacher, and saying, as proud Ahab did to the man of 
God, Hast thou found mcy O mine enemy ? account him 
thy best friend, that wounds thee deepest, provided he 
brings thee to Christ for a cure : and when the arrows of 
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Che word fly abroad, drop the shield of unbelief, make bare 
thy breast, welcome the blessed shaft, and remember, that 
the only way of conquering sin, is to fall wounded and 
helpless at the Redeemer's feet. 

Nevertheless^ the impressions of the word will soon 
wear off, if thou dost not importunately intreat the Search- 
er of hearts, to light the candle of his grace in thy soul, 
that thou mayest clearly see whether thy inward parts are 
holiness to the Lord as thou fondly supposedst ; or very 
wickedness^ as the scripture tesdfies. It is only in God's 
light, that we can clearly discover our blindness. 

This lights it is true, shineth in darkness^ but frequently 
the darkness comprehendeth it not. That this be not thy 
dreadful case, do not grieve and quench the convincing 
Spirit by persisting in the wilful omission of any duty, or 
deliberate commission of any sin : Nothing but obstinate 
unbelief darkens the mind, and hardens the hearty more 
than this. Therefore instead of burying thy one talent 
with the slothful servant^ earnestly pray the Lord to make 
thee faithful to thy convictions, and to deepen them daily 
till they end in a sound conversion. 

In order to this, do not slighdy heal the wound in thy 
conscience : It is better to keep it open than to skin it over 
by improper means : Many, through a natural forward* 
ness and impatience, have recourse to them ; and ruin is 
the consequence of their mistake. That thou mayest 
avoid it, serious reader, I intreat thee to pay a due regard 
to the following 

CAUTIONS, 

Proper for a penitent^ who desires to make his calling and 

election suae. 

III. When thou hast affecting views of thy lost estate, 
beware of resting Hke Felix in some pangs of fear, fits of 
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trembling, and resoludons of turning to God by and by^ 
xvhen thou shalt have a convenient season. Neither pve 
|dace to desponding thoughts, as if there was no appeal 
from the tribunal of justice to th^ throne of grace. 

Run not for ease to vain company, bodily indulgence, 
entangling affections, immoderate sleep, excessive drinking 
or hurry of business. Ccm built a city to divert his trou- 
ble of mind, and multitudes like him, by the cares of this 
worlds the deceitfulness of riches, or the desire of other 
thing's^ daily choQk the good seed, the precious word of 
conviction. Mark iv. 19* 

Be not satisfied with faint desires of living the life of 
the righteous^ or idle wishes of dying their death. Ke« 
member that the desire of the slothful kills him : and if 
thou hast experienced some drawings of grace, meltings of 
heart, or breathings after God ; sit not down at last, as the 
Laodiceans, in a careless state, neither hot nor cobL It is 
far better to go on thy way weeping, and seeking the pearl 
of great price till thou really find it, than to rest content- 
ed with an hasty conceit that thou art possessed of it, when 
thou art not. 

Stop not in an outward reformation, and a form of god- 
liness, like many, who mistake the means or doctrine of 
grace for grace itself; and because they say their heart- 
less prayers both in public and private^ or go far and often 
to hear the gospel preached in its purityy fondly hope, that 
they are the favourites of God, and in the highway to 
heaven. 

Under pretence of increasing thy convictions, do not 
bury them in heaps of religious books. Some read till 
their heads are confused, or their hearts past feeling^^^ 
Thus, though ever learnings they are never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth* Hear then, as well as read 
the word of life ; but think not thyself converted when 
thou hast received it with Joy .• The stony- ground hearers 
wea( as far as this : Herod himself heard John gladly % ho- 
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mured hm, did niany things, but left the most important 
undone ; for he never dismissed the incestuous woman he 
lived with ; and at last sacrificed to her revenge, the hon- 
est preacher he once admired. 

Do not confound the covenant of works made with inno^ 
cent Adam before the fall, and the covenant of grace made 
with sinful Adam after the falL Gen. ii. If. and iii. 15. 
and Rom. v. \ l.-»21. They are excellent in their place, 
but when they are mixed together, they destroy each oth- 
er*8 efficacy* The dreadful thunders, heard in paradise 
lost ; and the melodious songs uttered in paradise regain- 
ed, do not strike at once the same spiritual ear. The gal- 
ling yoke of the law of works, and the iieavy load of its 
condemnation are dropt ; when we take upon us Christ^s 
easy yoke, and submit to his light burden. In a word, the 
first Adam gives place to the second when we find rest 
unto our souls* Let then the curse of the law of inn6- 
cence, be swallowed by the blessing of the gospel : or rath- 
er, let it make way for the grace of Christ in thy soul, as 
an emetic makes way for a cordial in a disordered sto- 
mach. If thou takest them together, their respective use 
is prevented. The first covenant loses its humbling efficacyf 
and the second its restorative power. Therefore, if thou 
hast really received the sentence of death in thyself; leave 
the curse of the first covenant in the grave of Christ, cftt- 
cijied for thy sins; and welcome the pardoning, renovating 
grace of Christ; risen again for thy justification* 

On the other hand, rtst contented with speculative 
knowledge, and unaffecting^ though clear ideas of the gos- 
pel-way of salvation. Light in an unrenewed understand- 
ing, mistaken for the mystery of faith in a pure heart, 
like an ignis fatuus, or false light, leads thousands through 
the bogs of sin, into the pit of destruction. Acts viii. 13. 
Pacify not thy conscience by activity in outward ser- 
vicesy and a warmth in God's cause : Party spirit or natu- 
ral steadiness in carrying on a favourite scheme, yea, or 
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seeking tliy own glory, may be the springs that set thee on 
work* Jehu fiuthfully destroyed Baal and Jezebel, but 
his zeal for the Lord covered the secret desire of a crown. 
Take care also, not to mistake gifts for graces ; fluency 
of speech for converting power ; the warmth of natural 
affection for divine love ; or an impulse of God's Spirit, 
on some particular occasion, for an evidence of spiritual 
regeneration. Balaam spoke and prophesied like a child 
of God, and many will one day say to Christ, Lordf have 
we not prophesied^ spoke all mysteries^ cast out devilsy and 
done many wonderful 'Works in thy name ; to whom he 
will answer, Depart from me, / know you noU 

Avoid the self-conceit of many, who feed on the cor- 
rupted manna of their past experiences^ and confidendy 
appeal to the wasted streams of those consolations, which 
once refreshed their hearts ; when alas ! it is evident they 
have now forsaken the fountain of living water^ and 
hewn to themselves broken cisterns that hold no water; 
unless the mire of evil tempers, selfish views, and heart- 
less professions of faith, may pass for the streams which 
gladden the city of God* 

Neither do thou heal thyself by touches of sorrow, by 
tears, good desires, or outward marks of humiliation for 
sin, as king Ahab. Nor by excessive fasting, retiring 
from business, or hard usage of the body, as many Ro- 
man catholics : Nor yet by misapplying the doctrine of 
predestination, and setting down notions of election for 
evidences of salvation, as many protestants : No, nor by 
doting about questions^ strifes of xvords^ and perverse dis- 
puttngSy which eat as a canker^ as some in St. Paul's days, 
and too many in ours. 1. Tim. vi« 4. 

To conclude, think not thou art absolutely made whole 
when the power of outward sin is weakened or suspended^ 
when thou hast learned the language of Canaan, canst 
speak or write well on spiritual subjects, art intimately 
acqusunted with the best ministers of Christ, and hast cast 
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thy lot among the despised children of God, taken their 
part, shared in their reproach^ and secured their e»teenL 
and prayers. Judas did so for years : Saul xuas once abo 
among' the prophets : Ananias and Sapphira were supposed 
to be good believers for a time, the foolish virgins joined 
in society with the wise, and were perhaps unsuspected, 
to the last; and Peter himself stood in nted of conversion^ 
long after he had outwardly ieji all to follow Christ. Luke 
xxii. 32. So important is that charge of our Lord ! 
Strive to enter in at the strait gate^ for many will seek to 
enter in and shall not be able* 

To these cautions against the various ways, by which 
the generality of penitents skin over the wound of sin in 
their conscience, permit me to add an 

EVANGEUCAL EXHORTATION 

Pointing out the divine method of a sound cure^ whkhj 
though least regarded, and last tried, by most sinners, is 
not only effectual in some, but infallible in all casesm 

IV. Wouldst thou serious reader, be made whole in an 
evangelical manner ? To thy convictions of original and 
actual sin must be added, a conviction of unbelief. Feel 
then, that thou hast neglected Chrisfs great salvation: 
Own thou didst never ask, or never persevere in asking 
the unfeigned^ saving, powerful faith by which the atone* 
ment is received and enjoyed, Rom. 5. 11. Acknowledge^ 
that the faith thou hast hitherto rested in was not that gift 
of God^ that grace of his own operation^ wrought in thee 
according to the working of his mighty power^ and men- 
tioned Eph. ii. 8. Col. ii. 12. Eph. 1. 19. And confess, 
it was not the right christian faith; because it chiefly grew 
from the seed of prejudice and education, as the faith of 
Jews and Turks ; and not from the seed of divine grace 
and power, as the faith of St. Paul, GaL i. 15. and because 
it never yielded the heavenly fruits which gospel-faith in- 
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fallibly produces: Such aa— a vUcU union with Christy GaL 
ii. 20. The pardon of sins. CoL i. 14. Acts xiii. 30« 
Peace with God^ Rom. v. 1. Dominion over n'ti, Rom* 
vi. 14. Victory over the worlds 1 John v* 4w The cruet' 
fixion of thefleshf GaL v. Power to quench the fiery darts 
of the wicked^ Eph. vi. 15. Joy unspeakable^ 1 Pet. L 8. 
And the salvation of thy soul, 1 Pet. i. 9. Heb. z. 39. 

Be not afraid of this conviction of unbelief; for it ge* 
nerally goes before divine faith, as the fermentation of a 
grain of com in the earth, is previous to its ahoodng its 
stalk towards heaven. God concludesp shuts us up in un* 
belief ^^ St. Paul, that he may have mercy upon us. Rom. 
xi. 32. When the comforter is comcy says our Lord, he 
will convince the world of stn^ because they believe not in 
me* This is the transgression which peculiarly deserves 
the name of sin^ aa being the damning sin according to the 
gospel^ Mark xvi. 16. the sin that binds upon us the guilt 
of all our other iniquities, and keeps up the power of all 
our corruptions. Its immediate effect is to harden the 
hearty Mark xvi. 14. and make it depart from the living 
God^ Heb. iii. 12. and this hardness and departure are the 
genuine parents of all our actual sins* the number and 
blackness of which increases or decreases, as the strengtti 
of unbelief grows or decays. 

A conviction of this sin is of the utmost importance, aa 
nothing but an affecting sense of its heinousness.and pow< 
er, can make us entirely weary of ourselves— nothing but 
a sight of its destructive nature can prevent our resting 
without a complete cure. 

But when thou art once convinced of unbelief, do not 
encrease the difficulty of believing by imagining true 
faith at an immense distance. Consider it as very near 
thy heart. That which convinces thee of sin and un- 
belief can in a moment, and with the greatest ease con- 
vince thee of righteousness, and reveal in thee Christ the 
hope of glory. How quickly can the Spirit take of the 
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things that belong to him, and show them unto thee ! «%y 
not then in thy heart, who shall ascend into heaven, ot 
descend into the deep to get me the seed of faith f But let 
St. Paul shew thee the new and living way. The word is 
nigh thee tays he, even in thy mouth and in thy hearty that 
is the word of faith which we preach ; that if thou shalt con^ 
fess with thy mouth the LordJesuSy and shalt believe in thy 
heart that God hath raised him from the deady thou shalt 
be saved; for we are saved byfaith^ faith cometh by hear'- 
ing^ and hearing by the word of God. Hear then the word 
of the Lord. 

Are thy sins really ^ievous to thee i Is the burden of 
them intolerable ? wouidst thou part with it at any rate ? 
fiost thou fully renounce thy speculative and barren faith i 
Hast thou received the sentence of eternal death in thy 
conscience, acknowledging thy case (for any thing thou 
canst do without Christ) helpless, hopeless, desperate f and 
art thou truly brought to the grand inquiry, what must I 
do to be saved? See, feel, confess, that thou standest in 
absolute need of a divine physician, an Almighty Redeem- 
er; and, that the God-man Jesus Christy joins both those 
extraordinary characters in his wonderful person. Submit 
to be saved by graccj by free grace, through his infinite 
merits, and not thy wretched deserts ; and instead of op- 
posing, continually study God's wonderful method of sav* 
ing sinners, the worst of sinners, by faith in his blood. 

There is no name but his under heaven^ whereby we must 
be saved; neither is there cure, or salvation in any other^ 
Acts iv. 12. As by him all things were created^ so by Kim 
they subsist^ and by him they must be restored* The 
power of his word and breathy made man a living soul; 
and now that we are dead to God, the same powf r, ap- 
plying his blood and righteousness, must create in us clean 
hearts, and renew right spirits within us. This and this 
only, heals wounded consciences^ washes polluted souls^ 

and raises the dead in trespasses and sins. 

3C 
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Wouldst thou then be made whole ? Deierminef as Su 
Paul, to know nothing but Christy and him crucified : aim 
at believing, realizing^ applicatory views of what he is^ axKl 
what he has done and suffered for thee. Through all the 
clouds of thy guilt and unbelief, which will vanish belbre 
our Sun of righteousness^ as mists before the material sim, 
behold him as the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin 
of the worlds and thine. See the immense dignity of his 
person: he is God over all blessed for ever; and yet he 
condescends to be Emmanuel^ God with tu, flesh of our 
flesh f and bone of our bone. Consider the inexpressible 
value, and inconceivable efficacy of his precious, all-aton- 
ing blood. It is the blood of the sacred body, assumed 
. by the eternal Logos^ when he appeared in the likeness of 
sinful fleshy both as a victim and a priest, to suffer the pe- 
nalty of his own righteous law for us, and to put away sin 
by the sacrifice of himself^-^^t blood of the lamb of God, 
slain to sprinkle many nations-^-^tht blood of that myste- 
rious Being, who fills the bosom of the Father^ and the 
everlasting throne, at whose feet all the heavenlj*^ powers 
cast their crowns ; and to whom^ in the midst of the ac- 
clamations and adorations of an innumerable company of 
angelsy in the midst of sounding trumpets^ thunderings^ 
lightnings^ and voices^ the spirits of just men made per- 
fect ascribe salvation^ free, full, immensely dear bought 
salvation : and to say all in one word, it is the blood of God 
manifest in the flesh. Acts xx. 28. 1 Tim. iii. 16. For 
Jehovah our righteousness is the seed of the woman and 
the Son of man : The God-head and the manhood are 
wonderfully joined in him : and in consequence of this 
mysterious union, he is not only a proper mediator between 
God and man^ but the sole medium of reconciliation and 
union, between the offended Majesty of heaven and the 
rebellious sons of Adam. As the brazen serpent lifttd up 
in the wilderness, when viewed by the wounded Israelites 
was the only means by which the poison of the fiery ser- 
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peats could be expelled, and health restored to their tor- 
tured, dying bodies : So Jesus lifted up on the cross, when 
beheld by the eye of faith, as bleeding and dying in our 
stead, is the only way by which sin, the sting of death can 
be extracted out of our guilty, perishing souls : the only 
antidote that can restore us to saving health and etema} 
life. John iii. 14. Apply whatever we will, besides this 
sovereign remedy ; we may poison, but can never heal the 
envenomed and mortal wound. 

But remembery Sinner, that faith alone can make the 
blessed application. Adam fell by rejecting in unbelief 
(he word of threatening, and thou canst never rbe, but by 
receiving in faith the word of reconciliation^ Gen. ii. 17. 
2 Cor. v. 19. Instead then of confusing thy thoughtSy 
and scattering thy desires by the pursuit of a variety of ob« 
jects ; remember that one thing is needful for thee — Christ 
and his salvation received by faith : for^ to as many as re* 
ceive hinif he gives power to become the sons of God^ even 
to them that believe on his name. Beseech him, there- 
fore to manifest himself to thee by his word and Spirit. 
He is the author and finisher of faith, the giver of every 
good and perfect gift ; ask of him, an heart-felt confidence, 
that God so loved thee, as to give his only begotten SoUy that 
thou shouldest not perish but have everlasting life, a firm 
confidence, that as the first Adam wilfully ruined thee ; so 
he, the second Adam, freely loved thee, and gave himself 
for thee: and that thou hast redemption through his bloody 
the forgiveness of sins, not according to thy merits, but 
the riches of his grace. 

The least degree of this divinely-wrought confidence, 
will begin to attract and unite thy soul to him, who is our 
life and peace, our strength and righteousness. The ever- 
lasting gospel will then be music in thine ears, and power 
in thy heart. Its cheerful, solemn sound, will raise thy 
drooping spirits, and make thee fix the eye of thy mind on 
the sign of the Son of many the uplifted banner of the 
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cross : And oh ! while the self-righteous see nothing thero 
but the despised^ rejected man of sorrow, what wilt thou 
discover? God in Christ reconciling' the world unto him^ 
9elf! God manifest in the flesh to destroy the works of the 
devil ! Jehovah Jesus^ the captain of our solvation^ tread- 
ing' the Tvine-press of the fierceness and wrath of the Al^ 
mighty ! Of the people there was none with him^ therefore 
his own arm brought salvation unto him* 

While the gospel trumpet is bhum in Sion^ and the self- 
hardened, scoffing infidel, hears it with disdain and ridi- 
cule, what joy will the awfu) declarations convey to thy 
penitent and listening soul ! With what rapturous delight 
w^t thou hang upon the lips of the messengers of peace, 
the sons of consolation ; who preach free salvation by the 
blood of Jesus ! While he himself, confirming the word 
of his servants, says to the melting heart, with his stUlf 
smatty and yet powerful renovating voice : Behold^ I sit 
upon my throne making all things new-^The words that I 
speak are spirit and life — / do not condemn thee, thy sins 
are forgiven — Be thou clean — Thy faith hath saved thee — 
Go in peace and sin no more. Rev. xxi. 5. John vi. 63. 
Luke vii. 48, 50. Matt. viii. 3. John viii. 11. 

And oh ! what will thy believing, enlarged heart expe- 
rience in that day of God's power^ and thy spiritual birth ! 
Christ the true light of the worlds the eternal life of men, 
coming suddenly to his temple^ and filling it with the light 
of his countenance, and the power of his resurrection ! 
Christ shedding abroad in thy ravished soul, the love of 
thy heavenly Father^ thy bitterest enemies, and all man- 
kind ! In a word, the Holy Ghost given unto thee / Or, 
Christ dwelling in thy heart by faith ! John i. 4. 1 John 
V. 12. Rom. 8. 15. and v. 5. Gal. i. 16. £ph. i. 13. and 
HI. 17. 

Being thus made partakers of Christ, and of the Holy 
Ghosty Heb. iii. 14, and vi. 4. thy loving heart, thy prais- 
ing lips, thy blameless life will agree to testify, that <^ 
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Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins^ and that 
if any man is in Christy he is a new creature : old things 
are passed away ; behold, all things are become new. Matt. 
ix* 6. 2 Cor. V. 17« 

Till this is thy happy experience^ pray (as the drawings 
of the Father, and convictions of the Spirit will enable 
thee) earnestly pray for living faith, for a fhith that may 
be to thee the substance of the pardon thou hopestfor^ and 
the evidence of the great sacrifice thou dost not see, but 
which our divine surety really offered upon the cross for 
thee. Consider how deplorable a thing it is, that thou 
shouldest be prevented from claming, receiving, enjoying 
the delightful knowledge of thy interest in the Redeemer's 
death ; when his pardoning love, and the word of his grace j 
c|Ser it thee without money and without price^ and abso- 
lutely nothing but infatuating unbelief or spiritual sloth, 
keeps thee from the invaluable blessing. Be not satisfied 
idly to wait in the divine ordinances, till thou seest the 
kingdom of God come with power i but as the violent do, 
take it by force. 

Prisoner of hope, be strong, be bold. 
Cast off thy doubts, disdain to fear. 

Dare to believe, of Christ lay hold ; 
Wrestle with Christ in mighty prayer : 

Tell him, I will not let thee gOf 

Till I thy name, thy nature know. 

Be attentive to the calls of the Spirit, and follow the 
drawing of the Father, till they bring thee to the Son ; and 
keep thine eye upon the dawning light of the gospel, till 
the morning star arise in thy heart. Venture, confidently 
venture upon the boundless mercy of God in Jesus Christ. 
If a spirit of infirmity bows thee down, yield not to it, 
seventy times seven times, try to arise and look up, calling 
aloud for help agsunst it. Say, if possible with tears^ as 
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the distressed father in the gospel, Lard I believe^ or^ Lord 
I would believe, help thou my unbelief: Or with tempted 
Joby though thou slay me^ yet will J trust in thee. 

In this manner knock with the earnestness of the imp<n'- 
lunate widow, till the door of faith open, and thou be^a 
to see th^ salvation of God^ but stop not here at the thres- 
hold of chrisdanity. Have boldness to enter into the hoUest 
by the blood of Jesus. Go on from faith tofaithy till thy 
day of pentecost is fully come, till thou art indued wUh 
power from on tUgh^ baptized with the Holy Ghost and with 
fire^ and sealed with tfuit holy Spirit of promise^ which 
Christ received of the Father^ and abundantly shed an his 
servants and handmaids, when he was glorified. Compare 
Matt* iii. 11. £ph. i. 13. John vii. 39« Acts U 5, 8, and 
ii. 33, 39, and viii. 15, and xix« 3. John vii. 39. Tit. iii. 6» 

In the mean time, use all the means of grace with an 
eye to their end ; stir up the gifi of hope tkaS is in thee ; 
and to raise thy drooping expectation, receive the encour- 
aging testimony of God*s redeemed, praising peopk, 
whose hearts and tongues are ready to testify to thy ears 
what the following lines declare to thine eyes. 

V. That which we have seen and heard declare we unto 
yoUf that you also may have fellowship with u*, and truly 
our fellowship is with the Father and with his Soth Jesus 
Christ. For the life was manifested^ and we have seen it, 
and bear witness^ and shew unto you that eternal life^ 
which was with the Father, and is manifested unto w^.— 
Yes, xve have found him^ of whom Moses and the prophets 
did write. From blessed experience we declare, that the 
Messiah is come^ that his essence is Love incarnate^ his 
name free Salvation, and his delight the eternal happiness 
of the children of men. He is the chief among' ten thou- 
sand prophets, priests, kings and saviours ; he is altogeth- 
er lovely. We staked our souls upon his eternal truth, 
and it was done to us^ both according to his word and our 
faith : Therefore with humble joy we declare, that he an* 
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swen the prayers, and delivers the souls of perishing sin* 
nersy as graciously as he did in the days of his flesh. 

Upon trialsf a thousand tim^ successfully repeated, we 
proclaim bim the help of the helpless, the hope of the 
hopeless, the health of th^e sick, the strength of the weaky 
the riches of the poor, the peace of the disquieted, the 
comfort of the afflicted, the light of those that sit in dark* 
ness, the cpmpanion of the desolate, the friend of the 
friendless, the way of the bewildered, the wisdom of the 
foolish, the righteousness of the ungodly, the sanctificatton 
of the unholy^ the redemption of captives, Ae joy of 
mourners, the glory of- the infamous, and in a word, the 
salvation of the lost. 

Though he was the Creator of men and angels, he 
vouchsafed to be bom of a woman^ that we, the wretched 
offsprings of degenerate Adam^ might be bom again, bom 
of God. Though he had stretched forth the heavens like 
a curtain^ and bespangled them with stars innumerable ; 
he wrapped himself in the scanty, fading garment of our 
flesh, and put on the vail of our miserable humanity, that 
we might be invested with the glory, and communicable 
perfections of the divine nature. Though he was the 
King of kings, and Lord of lords, he did not disdain to 
take upon him the form and office of a servant^ that we 
might be delivered from the slavery of satan, and that an-* 
gels might be sent forth to minister for us, who are the 
heirs of salvation. Though he was the fulness of him 
who Jills all in all^ he worked, that we might not want ; 
toiled, that we might rest; endured hunger and thirsty 
that we might taste the hidden manna, eat the bread of 
life, and drink with him the mystic wine of his Father's 
kingdom. His omnipotent word covers a thousand hills 
with verdure, and clothes millions of creatures with rich 
furrs, glittering scales, and shining plumage ; but O infi- 
nite condescension ! he submitted to be stript of his plain 
raiment, that our shame might oof appear; he became 
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nakedi that .we might be adorned widi roboi of ri|^ it )eg ii »^ 
nesSf and gaimeots of salvitimi. Tbougfi hit ridwft weai 
immeiiie and unacarrJiahle Uke .himself, though iheamen 
^ras his throne, and earth Us fimMobl, he became poofk 
was destitute of a pkce where to ky his head, tbat ps 
might be rich in faith here, and heiim of the kingdoi» 
hereafter* Though he .was, is mw, and eyer shaU be ^ 
jpy of die heavenly powers, and the object of dieir deepest 
adoration ; he was voluntmily despised of meiif that we 
might be honoured of God : He was acquwted too widi 
griefs, that we might rejoice with joy um^ieakaUe, and 
full of gioiy* Though supreme Lawgiver and Judge of 
all, matchless love mkde him ^eld to be judged, and un- 
jusdy omdemned at Pilate's bar that we might be hooosa- 
Wy acquitted, and gloriously rewarded before his awfiil 
tribunaL Though archangels hud their crowns at his feet, 
and seraphim veiled their £eu:es before him, unabk to stand 
the dazzling effulgence of his glory, he suflfered tuassclf 
to be derided, scoffed, spit upon, scourged, and crowned 
with thorns ; that we might be acknowledged, applauded, 
embraced, and presented with never-fading crowns of 
righteousness and glory. The Lord of Hosts is his name ; 
he is deservedly called Wonderful Counsellor, the everkut" 
ing Father, the mighty God, the prince of peace; cherubic 
legions fly at his nod ; and yet, astonishing humiliation ! 
His shoulders, on which he laid the government of the 
world, felt the infamous load of a malefactor's cross ; and 
barbarous soldiers followed by an enraged mob, led him 
as a lamb to the slaughter, that we might be delivered 
from the heavy curse of the law, and gently conveyed by 
celestial powers into Abraham's bosom« Let all the an* 
gels of God worship him, is the great decree, to which the 
heavenly hierarchy submits with incessant transports of 
the most ardent devotion : and yet, he was crucified as an 
execrable wretch, guilty of treason and blasphemy ; that 
we, daring rebels and abominable sinners, might be made 
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UnffB and priests unto God, partaking of his highest glory, 
as he partook of our deepest shame : Ajid, to crown his 
loving-kindness, he expired in the midst of rending rocks, 
and a supernatural darkness ; that we might fed his ten- 
der mercies, and be indulged with the light of heaven# 
when we go through the dreary valley of the shadow of 
ileath, to reap the joys of eternal life. 

Survey this wond^rous cure : 
And at each step let higher wonder rise ! 
Pardon for infinite offence ! and pardon 
Through means that speak its value infinite ! 
A pardon bought with blood ! with blood divine ! 
With blood divine of him, we made our foe ! 
Persisted to provoke ! though wooM and awM^ 
Bless'd and chastisM, bold flagrant rebels still! 
Bold rebels 'midst the thunders of his throne ! 
Nor we akme ! a rebel universe ! 
Yet for the foulest of the foul he diesu 

But this b Bot all ! Having through the grace of God 
tasted death for every man^ and perfumed the grave for 
ifaelievers, 

He rote ! He rose ! He broke the bars of death. 
Oh the burst gates, crusVd sting, demolished throne. 
Last gasp of vanquish^ death ! Shout, earth and heav'n, 
This sum of good to man; whose nature^ then, 
Took wing, and mounted with him from the tomb ! 
Then, then, we rose ; then first humanity 
"triumphant, pass'd the crystal gates of Gght. YovvG. 

O the depth of the mystery of faith ! O the breadth, the 

length, the height of the love of Christ ! All his stupendous 

humiliation from his Father^s bosom, through the virgia's 

womb« to the accursed tree ; all his astonishing exaltation, 

3 D 
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ftmdKdutftrftfiegnive, and tfie 'Mm«i of 1i^ 
joys of heaven* and the lugbeat tfnone oC gloiy ; al! d& 
iinniciite progreaB of mcaniahi luiiW aTT/an b'dbiilf Iffit 
myatcnooa incarnadoo reonit^ ailld''£^^ tii.tb Gid'l 
liis namiral Urdi procura dor ipli^ild Jej^^ 
unspotted life restores us to i bDssfbl UhmdmB^l lib 
lutter agcmjr gives us calm n^^KMet Us ^kMidy riMit 
vrashes away our manifold pblbtions; ISm d^ #bttSds 
distil tbe Indm diat beak buremrttdtted aoi^ i lA pMect 
obedience is oar filM title to ^^ndlesii fifidty ; "Im ftffl 
atcmemem purchates oiir free Josdficatkm j Ids iMeldeadi 
is the spring of immortal fifie ; his grave the gate it hea- 
ven ; his r e sili Tie cli oiii dieidedge of g^ory i his ascension* 
ibt triumph of our souli ; hit dtdng it the rig^liand of 
)ikt Majesty on hi^ the' emtiest of our fuCiire tomnlion 
land ezahM fUItityt and his prevmKng i at erci ^si dh* the 
Inexhau^t^de fbunlain of an our UessingStf 

Gome then, conscious sinners,^ coiiiie to die* feast of 
pardoning love ; taste with tis, that die Lord is gnidons. 
Let not a false humility detain thee* under pretence, that 
*^ thou art not yet humbled and broken enough for sin." 
Alas ! who can humble thee but Jesus» that says, xvithout 
me ye can do nothing ? and how cast thou be broken^ but 
hy falling upon this chief corner-stone ? If humiliation and 
contrition are parts of the salvation which he merited for 
thee, is it not the quintessence of self- righteousness, to at- 
tempt to obtain them without him ? away then, for ever 
away with such a dangerous excuse ! 

Nor let the remembrance of thy sins keep thee from the 
speediest application to Jesus for grace and pardon. What! 
though thy crimes are of the deepest dye, and most enor- 
mous magnitude ; though they are innumerable as the sand 
on the sea shore^ and aggravated by the most uncommon 
and horrid circumstances ; yet thou needest not despair: 
he has opened a fountain for sin of every kind, and un- 
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cleanness of cv^iy degree; his blood cleanses from all 

sin* 

He is a Redeemer nu>st eminently fittedf a Saviour most 
completely qualified to restore corrupt, guilty, apostate 
undone mankind ; the vilest of the vile, the foulest of tlie 
foul not excepted. He is almighty y and therefore per- 
fectly able to restore lapsed powers, root up inveterate 
habits, and implant heavenly tempers. He is love itself, 
compassionate, merciful, pardoning lovCf become incarnate 
for thee. And shall he, that spared not his own life, but 
delivered himself up for us all — shall he not with his own 
blood, also freely give us all things ? 

Behold, oh behold him with the eye of thy faith : cru* 
elly torn with various instruments of torture, he hangs 
aloft on the accursed tree, between two of the most ex- 
ecrable malefactors ; and there, insulted more than they, 
he bears our infamous load of guilt. He knows n9 sin^ 
and yet he is made sin for us : he becomes a curse ^ to re- 
deem us from the curse of the law : his own self bears our 
sins in his own body on the tree : he is wounded for our 
transgressions^ and bruised for our iniguities; the chastise^ 
ment of our peace is upon him, God hath laid upon him 
the iniquity of us cUl, and with his stripes we are healed. 

See, Pardon for lost sinners is written with pointed 
steel and streaming blood, on his pierced hands and feet : 
The double flood issuing from his wounded side, more 
than seals the dear-bought blessing: The hand -writing 
against us is nailed to his cross, and blotted out with his 
precious blood : his open arms invite, draw, and welcome 
returning prodigals: and there encircled, the worst of 
sinners may find a safe and delightful retreat, a real and 
present heaven. 

O sinner, let thy heart fly thither on the wings of eager 
expectadon and impetuous desire. By all that is near, 
dear, and sacred to thee, fly~fly from eternal death — fly 
for eternal life. The laiVy violated by ten thousand trans- 
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gressions, pursues thee with ten thousand cunes : tbt 
sword of divine vengeance flames over thy devoted head: 
Sin^ the sting of death, has been a thousand times shot 
into thy wretched breast ; its subtle and dire poison cond* 
nually works in thy hardened^ or distressed heart : Gmlt^ 
the sting of sin->^e never dying worm, pcrpetiially be- 
numbs thy stupid soul, or gnaws thy restless oooscieace: 
Raging hists^ those sparks of the fire of hell, which no* 
thing but the blood of the cross can quench : or fierce fm' 
sione^ those flashes of infernal lightning, that portend sa 
impending storm, frequently break out in thy beiugfated 
soul; an heart-felt pledge of tormenting flames: Sakm^ 
whom thou hast perhaps invoked by horrid imprecations, 
goes about as a roaring lion, seeking to ensnare his care* 
less votary, or devour his desperate worshipper : Deaih 
levels his pointed spear, at thy thoughtless or thiobbing 
heart i Ifell itself is moved from beneath, to meet thee at 
thy coming ; and the grave gapes at thy feet, ready to close 
her hideous mouth upon her accursed prey* 

Fly then, miserable sinnerw-if thy flesh is not brass, and 
thou canst not dwell with everlasting burnings, fly for 
shelter to the bloody cross of Jesus. There thou wilt meet 
him, who was, and is^ and is to come ; Emmanuel God 
with uSf who appeared as the son of man, to make his soul 
an offering for sin^ for thy sin ; and saved thy life from 
destruction, by losing his own in pangs, which made the 
8un turn pale, shook the earth, and caused the shattered 
graves to give up their dead. 

He is even now near to thy heart ; he stands at the door, 
and gently knocks by the word of his grace. If thou 
hearest his voice, and openest by believing, he will come 
in : the word of reconciliation shall be powerfully ingraft- 
ed into thy heart ; thou shalt know, experimentally know 
the truths and the trxiih shall make thee free. Assured 
that he hath by himself purged thy sine, abolished deaths 
and brought life and immortality to light through the gos*- 
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pelf thou shalt sup with him and he with diee ; thou tkdt 
eat the bread of God, which came down firom heaven, to 
give life to a periahmg world. Evangelical truth received 
by faith, will heal, nourbb, comfort and sanctify thy souL 

But perhaps thy guilty heart receives no consdalion 
from these Enea» Thou stiU considerest Christ only as a 
severe Lawgiver, or as an infiexible Judge ; and not as 
the propitiation /or thy sins^ and thy gracious, all-prevail- 
ing Advocate with die Father. Oh! how dost thou 
wrong both him, and thyself, by such false conception ! 
And how soon would thy gloomy fears give place to tri- 
umphant joy, if thy thoughts of him corresponded with 
his gracious designs concerning thee ! 

Wouldst thou know him better ; behold him through 
the glass of his word, and not through the mist of thy 
fears ; and thou wik see that, far from watching over thee 
for evil, he fixes upon thee the piercing eye of his redeem* 
ing love ; waits, that he may be gracious to thy soul, and 
calls, continually caUs for thee. Oh ! if thou hast an ear 
listen, and as thou listenest wonder at the kind, reviving 
words, which proceed out of his mouth. 

VL * « Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, says the 
* Lord ; speak ye comfortably to Jerusalem, and cry unto 

* This part of the address is almost literally transcribed from the 
8cripture» and it is designed for none but mourners in Sion, dejected 
sinners, who are backward to come to Christ, that they may have life. 
These want Une upon Uncj and invitation upon invitation; and it is well 
if, after all, they are encouraged to come. As for full souls, I know 
they will loath this honey<comb. But while they comphun *' it has too 
many cells» and they, are filled with the some thing ;" some poor hun« 
gry hearts will say, ** One thing it needful for us. We cannot have too 
much virgin honey; its sweetness makes amends for the want of varie- 
ty. If the manna fidls abundantly round our tents, it will stir us up to 
praise, add not to murmur. Fulness of the bread of life will not lAake 
us wax fat and kick like Jeshunm, but bless God for,his rich profu- 
sion, and witli the disciples, we shall ev^ gather the fragmente thai 
nothing be lott/* 
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her, that her warfare is accomplished, and her iniquity is 
pardoned; for, in me* she hath received of the Lord's 
hand, double for all her sins : He b well pleased for 
my righteousness sake^ I have magnified the law and 
made it honourable ; I have been lifted up, and now I 
draw all men unto ine. My delights are with the sons 
of men, and therefore am I exalted, that I may have 
mercy upon them. Behold, I come with a strong hand, 
my reward is with me, and my work before me* Eveiy 
vaJley shall be exalted, every mountain and hill shall be 
made low ; the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough places plain ; my glory shall be revealed^ and all 
flesh shall see it together.' 

^ Hearken unto me, ye stout-hearted, that are far from 
righteousness ; I bring near my righteousness, it shaH 
not be far off, and my salvation shall not tarry. Seek ye 
me while I may be found, call upon me while I am near : 
Return unto me^ and I will have mercy upon you : and 
though ye have only done evil before me from your 
youth, I will abundantly pardon : For my thoughts are 
not revengeful as your thoughts, nor my ways unloving 
as your ways : In me you shall be saved with an everlast- 
ing salvation.' 

* Come therefore upto me, all ye that travail and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest : My yoke is easv, 
my burden is light, and my rest glorious. Ho ! every 
one that thirsteth come ye to the waters, and he that 
hath no money ; come ye buy and eat all that can revive, 
strengthen, and delight your souls ; yea, come, buy wine 
and milk without money and without price. Wherefore 
do ye spend your money for that which is not bread, and 
your labour for that which satisfieth not ? Hearken dili- 
gently unto me, eat that which is good, and let your soul 
delight itself in fatness. Incline your ear, and come un- 
to me ; hear, and your soul shall live : I will make an 
everlasting covenant with you, even the sure mercies of 
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Davidy and you shall all know me, from the least to the 
greatest ; for I will fqrgive your iniquity ; and remem- 
ber your sin no more*' 

^ Oh, if thou kneweat the gifts of God, wretched sinner, 
and who it is that saith unto thee. If any man thirsty M 
htm come to me and driniy thou wouldst have asked of 
him, and he would have given thee living water ; a well, 
a fountain of it would have sprung up in thee unto ever- 
lasting life ; yea, out of thy belly, thy inmost 90ul, rivers 
of living water, the greatest abundance of the purest joy, 
would have flowed forever. I, even I, am he that blot- 
teth out thy transgressions for my own sake, and will 
not remember thy sins : I will guide thee continually, 
and satisfy thy soul in drought ; and thou shalt be like a 
watered garden, or like a spring of water, whose waters 
do not faiL' 

^ O how often would I have gathered thee in years past, 
as a hen gathers her brood imder her wings ! How often 
would I have led thee, as an eagle fluttereth over her 
youngy spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, and 
beareth them ! but thou wouldst not. Nevertheless, this 
is still the day of my power, mercy, and love : I pardoqy; 
those whom I reserve, and I will yet be pacified towards 
thee, for all that thou hast done. I was angry with thee, 
but mine anger is turned away, my thoughts towards 
thee are thoughts of peace^ and I am become thy salva- 
tion, Conie then, let us now reason together, and though 
thy sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow ; 
though they be red like crimson^ they shall be as wooL* 

Why does not thy drooping heart, O sinner, leap for 
joy, or melt with gratitude, at these tender invitations of 
thy Saviour ? Thinkest thou, they do not belong to thee ? 
'Dost thou suppose that Jesus, who is all purity and holi- 
ness, must turn away with abhorrence from such a guilty, 
polluted and abominable creature as thou art i One so 
void of aU good, so full of all evil, so completely lost and 
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undone as thou seeat thyself? Art dxxi afrud that Af 
relapses into sin have been so frequenty and diy backslid* 
ings so multiplied, that hope, which comes to all, can no 
more come to thee ? Or does the enemy of dqr soul sug- 
gest thou art careless^ hardened and aunk into stupid un- 
belief i Does he insinuate, thou bast ao long' titfed 'With 
divine grace, art gone such lengdis an horrid wickedness, 
or hast contracted such unconquerable habits of indidging 
thy carnal mind, or following thy vain imaginations, that 
infinite mercy can no longer pardon thy sins, or infinite 
power change thy nature ? Art thou even templed to be- 
lieve, thou hast committed die sin against die Hcdy Ghost, 
and art almost, if not altogether, g^ven up to a r^robate 
mind ? O check those gloomy, despairing thoughts ; resist 
the devil ; and give place to more true and ^honorable sen- 
timents of Jesus. 

Wherefore dost thou doubt, O ibaa of litde faith ! Is 
any thing too hard for the Lord ! Are not all thmgs pos- 
sible with God ? Can the almighty, who became incar- 
nate to die, as man, in thy place, want either ability or 
willingness to help thee, be thy case ever so deplorable 
and desperate ? Are not darkness or light, sickness or 
death, all one to him, who is the light of the world and 
the Prince of life ; and who, with a word or a touch rais- 
ed the dead, whether they were yet warm on a bed, cold 
in a coffin, or already putrefied in a grave i 

Confine not then, poor dejected sinner, thy Saviour's 
boundless mercy within the narrow limits of thy unbeliev- 
ing thoughts. Get scriptural views of his pardoning love, 
and true discoveries of his redeeming power. To guess 
aright at the prodigious extent of his mercy, lift up the 
dim eyes of thy struggling faith, and behold a great mul- 
titude, which no man can number, standing before the 
throne, with their robes washed, and made white in the 
blood of the Lamb* 
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Among those countless monuments of divine mercy, 
Aose illustrious trophies of free grace^ see David, who, 
after having been admitted to close communion, with God» 
plunged for ten months in the horrible guilt of adultery, 
treachery, hypocrisy, and murder! See Paul, once so 
fierce an enemy to the truth, so fiery a blasphemer of Je- 
sus, so raging a persecutor of the saints, that his very 
breath was threatnings and slaughter against tliem ! — See 
Peter, who, after a great profession of faithfulness and 
upon an apparently slight temptation, denied three times 
his Master, his Saviour, and his God, in his very pre- 
sence—Peter guilty of lying, cursing, and perjury ; im- 
mediately after he had been apprised of the imminent 
temptation, and armed against it, both by receiving the 
holy sacrament at our Lord's own hand, and being admit- 
ted to see his wonderful agony, and glorious miracles,— 
These, and thousands more agree to tell thee. For this 
cause we obtained merci/j that in us Jirst^ Jesus Christ 
might shew forth all long sufferings for a pattern to them^ 
which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting. 

If all these witnesses do not silence thy doubts, and en- 
courage thy hopes ; Jesus himself, the faithful and true 
witness, will yet plead the cause of his dying love, against 
thy unbelieving fears : Thy gracious Advocate with God, 
will yet be God's condescending Advocate with thee. O 
let thy clamorous conscience keep silence, while he preach- 
es to thee the everlasting gospel of his grace* And if to- 
day thou hearest his voice, harden not thy heart, come out 
of the cave of unbelief, wrap thyself in the mantle of di- 
vine mercy, and worship the pardoning God> the God of 
never-failing truth and everlasting love* 

Gracious Saviour ! make thine own words, spirit and 
life, to the soul thou hast formed by thy breath and pur- 
chased with thy blood. Blessed comforter! While thy 
precious sayings strike the eyes of this hopeless reader, let 

the love which thou sheddest abroad, soften, melt and x^* 

3 E 
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vive his poor, oppressed heart, and let salvation come this 
day to the house of a son or daughter of Abraham ! a 
touch, a breath from thee will break the bars of iroBf 
burst the gates of brass, and make the everlasting doors 
lift up their heads, that the King of glory may come in. 

Who is the Kins' of glory ? Who is this, that cometh 
from Edonij with dyed garments from Bozrahf This, thai 
isghrious in his'apparel, travelling in the greatness of his 
strength ? 

* I, that speak in righteousness, mighty to save, I have 
< trodden the wine-press alone, mine own arm hath brought 
^ salvation unto me, salvation for the lost : It is gone 
^ forth ; my righteousness is near : the isles shall wait on 

* me, and on my arm shall they trust. The Spirit of the 

* Lord God is upon* me : He hath anointed me to preach 
^ good tidings to the meek ; he hath sent me to bind up 

* the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
^ and the opening of the prison to them that are bound, 

* to comfort all that mourn, and by the blood of the cove- 

* nam, to send forth the prisoners out of the pit where 

* there is no water.* 

* Fear not therefore, thou worm Jacob, I am the first 
^ apd the last, he that liveth and was dead, and behold, I 
5 am alive for evermore. Yes, I ever live to make inter- 

* cession for thee ; and because I live, thou shalt live also. 

* All power is given, all judgment is committed to me in 

* heaven and earth : I have the keys of death and hell : A 

* Jonah, who cries to me out of the very belly of hell, is 

* not out of the reach of my gracious and omnipotent arm.' 

* Who art thou that hast feared continually every day, 

* because of the fury of the oppressor, as if he were ready 

* to destroy ? I, even I am he that comforteth thee. I 

* bring glad tidings of great joy, which shall be to all pco- 

* pie. I have triumphed over all thine enemies on the 
y cross. I have led captivity captive, and received pfts 
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^ for men^ even the promise of the Father, that the Lord 

< God the Spirit may dwell in them. At my command 
^ the great, the evangelical trumpet is blown, and they that 

* are ready to perish in the land of Assyria, and the out« 
^ casts in the land of Egypt do come, and are welcome to 

* mount Sion. Hasten with them, thou captive exile^ 
*' hasten to me, that thou mayest be loosed, and that thou 

< shouldest not die in the horrible pit of thy natural state.* 

^ Thy helplessness is no hindrance to my loving-kind- 
' ness: I break not the bruised reed, I quench, not the 

* smoaking flax : I uphold all that fall, I raise up all those 
^ that are bowed down : I say to the prisoners. Go forth ; 
^ and to them that are in darkness, shew yourselves : I 
^ strengthen the weak hands, and confirm the feeble knees : 

< I say to them that are of a fearful heart, be strong, fear 
^not; behold, I will come with vengeance and a recoA* 

* pense, I will come and save you.' 

« My tender mercies are over all my works. When the 
^ poor and needy seek water, and there is notie, and their 
' tongue faileth for thirst; I the Lord, will hear them ; I, 

* the God of Israel, will not forsake them. I will open 

< rivers in high places, I will make the wilderness a pool^ 

* and the dry land springs of water.' 

^ It is true, thou hast sinned with an high hand, both 
^ against thy light, and against my love ; but how shall I 

* give thee up, Ephraim ? How shall I deliver thee, sin- 

< ner ? How shall I make thee as Admah, and set thee as 

< Zeboim, those rebellious cities, on which I poured my 
^ flaming vengeance i My heart is turned within me, my 

* repentings are kindled together ; I will not destroy thee ; 

< for I am God and not man. I have seen thy ways, and 
^ will heal and lead thee, and restore comfort to thee ; for 

* I create the fruit of the Hps, Peace ! Peace to him that is 
^ sJar off, and to him that is near, I will heal him.' 

^ Thou hast not chosen me, but I have chosen thee ; thou 

* art my servant, fear not, for I am with thee ; be not dis- 
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mayed, for I am thy God. My strength is sufScicnt fo/ 
thee ; I will help thee ; yea, I will uphold thee with the 
right hand of my righteousness. They that war against 
thee shall be as nothings for I the Lord thy God will 
hold thy right hand, and make my strength perfect in 
thy weakness. I will bring thee by a way thou hast not 
known. I will make darkness light before thee, and. 
crooked paths straight : When thou passest through the 
waters, I will be with thee, and when thou walkest 
through the fire, thou shalt not be burnt, neither shall the 
flame kindle upon thee, for I am the Lord, thy Saviour 
and thy God. I have carried thee from the womb, and 
even to hoary hairs will I bear and deliver thee.' 

^ Therefore hear now thisy thou sdHicted and drunken, 
but not with wine : I will not contend for ever, neither 
will I be always wroth ; for the spirit would fail before 
me, and the soul which I have made. I turn the water 
of affliction into the wine of consolation. Behold^ I take 
oat of thy hand the cup of trembling, even the dregs of 
the cup of my fury : thou shalt no more drink it again ; I 
will put it into the hand of them that afflict thy soul : and 
in the room of it, I give thee the cup of the New Testa- 
ment in my blood, shed for the remission of sins : It is 
now ready, draw near, drink thou of it, and taste that I 
am gracious.' 

' Come near, that I may speak a word in season to thy 
weary spirit. Why standest thou afar off? Come near, 
I say, that my soul may bless thee. Let me shew thee 
my glor}', and proclaim my soul-reviving name : The 
Lord I The Lord God! merciful and gracious, long'-suf" 
Jerin^y and abundant in goodness and truthy keeping 
mercy for thousands^ and forgiving iniquity ^ transgres-' 
siony and sin I Let me wash thy heart from iniquity, 
guilty sinner ; for, unless I wash thee, thou hast no part 
with me. Unless thou art born again of water and of the 
Spirit, thou canst not see the kingdom of God. But tJbis 
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ti the covenant of promise which I make with thee : I will 
sprinkle clean water upon thee, and thou shalt be clean; 
a new heart will I give thee, and a new spirit, even my 
own Spirit, will I put within thee, and thou shalt be com- 
pletely born of God ; and at that day thou shalt know 
that I am in the Father^ and thou in me^ and I in thee.' 
. ^ Who is he that condemneth ? It is I, who died for thy 
sins, yearatherf who rose again for thy justification^who 
am even at the right hand of God, who also make inter- 
cession for thee. The same compassionate love, that 
made me weep over imgrateful Jerusalem, and groan over 
dead Lazarus, made me bleed and die for thee. O that 
in this thy day, thou mayest know the things tihat belong 
unto thy peace, and the efficacy of that sacrifice, by which 
I have for ever perfected them that are sanctified ! O 
that unbelief, so injurious to me^ and so pernicious to 
thee, may no longer hide my love from thine eyes I* 

^ What ! afraid of my purity, art thou ready to cry out 
as my apostle. Depart from mcy O Lor d^ for lam a sinful 
man ? And dost thou tremble at my words as a criminal 
at the sentence of hb judge i O be of good cheer, it is I, 
be not afraid. Am not I thy light and strength, thy 
shield and buckler, thy tower and resting place, thy 
strong hold whereimto thou mayest always resort, thy cas- 
tle and fortress, the horn also of thy salvation, and thy 
refuge ? as for thy sins, if thou desirest to part with them, 
they will no more hinder me from visiting thee, than the 
sickness of a patient prevents a physician from giving him 
his attendance.' 

* I know thou art a sinner, a great sinner ; For this 
cause came I down from heaven to Bethlehem—^ Geth- 
semane— ^o Calvary. I know thine iniquities are more 
in number than the hairs of thy head ; like a sore burden, 
they are too heavy for thee to bear ; and therefore have I 
borne them for thee in my own body on the tree. I 
came not to call the righteoui, but sionors to repentance : 
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I am the min that receiveth sinncfB, and eateth whH 
them ; I am the friend of returning publicans and har- 
lots ; all manner of ains and blasphemies shall be foz;give9 
them through faith in my blood : God was in me recon* 
ciling the world unto himself^ not imputing their tres- 
passes unto them : and now, I beseech thee^ be thou (for 
one) reconciled to God ; for in me God is reconciled to 
thee^ thy sin is covered, and thine iniquity forgiven*' 

^ Great as thy crimes are, poor mourner in Zion^ I up- 
braid thee not with them ; my infinitely meritorious sa- 
crificCf hath long ago atoned for their heineousnesSf and 
now I cast the mantle of my pardoning love over their 
multitude : Thou art ashamed of them, and shall I be 
ashamed of thee ? Far be the thought from thee— I gloty 
in extending my boundless mercy to such miserable ob- 
jects as thou art* This is a faithful saying, and worthy 
of all men to be i*eceived, that I came into the world to 
save sinners : and if with my servant Paul, thou seesi 
thyself the chief oi them, let me do the chief part of the 
errand, on which I came ; look unto me— partake with 
him of my richest salvation — loose thy cares in the bosom 
of my mercy— <ind receive the atonement I made for thee, 
but receive it now ; for I have beard thee in a time ac- 
cepted, and in the day of salvation have I succoured 
thee : Behold, noio is the accepted time : Behold, now is 
the day of salvation, the day in which I bind up the 
breach of my people, and heal the stroke of their wound.' 

' Whence arise, O poor sinner, thy backwardness and 
misgivings ? I have ransomed thee from the power of the 
grave, and thou art mine : I come to heal thee, and re- 
veal to ihee the abundance of peace and truth : I bring 
thee a cure for thy wounded conscience, and saving 
health for thy sin-distempered soul !' 

^ In a litde wrath, and for a small moment, I have hid 
my face from thee ; but with everlasting kindness will I 
have mercy on thee ; for I am the Lord thy Redeemer. 
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Believe it^ and faith will work by love, and love will cast 
out fear : ThuB shalt thou take hold of my stKngth, that 
thou mayest make peace with me, and thou shalt make 
peace with me ; for I am a strength to the needy in hi« 
distress, an hiding place from the wind, a covert from the 
tempest, as rivers of water in a dry place, and as the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land** 

* Come, then, be not of them diat draw back from me 
to perdition, but of them who believe to the saving of the 
souL Far from casting away thy little confidence, which 
hath great recompence of reward, hold it fast; resist even 
unto blood, striving against the damning sin of unbelief; 
trust in me for ever, for in me Jehovah thy righteousness^ 
is everlasting strength ; and let me no longer complain 
that thou, (one of my oppressed people in spirited 
£g3rpt) wilt have none of me, and wilt not even come to 
me, that thou mightest have life more abundantly.* 

^ Not by works of righteousness which thou hast done, 
but according to my mercy I saved thee. I am the 
Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. What my 
gracious purpose planned before time^ I have executed 
in time. My life and death have completed the wonder- 
ful bridge, by which thou canst go over the great deep 
fixed between an holy God, and thy sinful soul. Con«« 
ceming a main arch of this mighty work, with one of my 
last breaths, I said lit is Jlnished; and I now confirm the 
glad tidings with regard to the whole. With my right 
handy and with my holy arm, I have gotten myself the 
victory, and parted for thee, not the waves of the red sea, 
but the dreadful billows of the fiery gulph. And now I 
return to see thee safe over. Leave only the world and 
sin behind, and walking by faith, follow me through the 
regeneration to a throne of glory.' — 

* Whence arises, sinner^ this backwardness to trust in 
my promise, and venture after me ? Dost thou suspect 
the sincerity of my te^^ers of grace ? And by thinking. 
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that I stettHj except thee from my mercy, when I offer 
it thee openly, dost thou sull make me a dissembler, a 
lyar i O wrong me not so far* I am the truth itself: I 
abhor dissimulation in my creatures : and I, that say, a 
man should not use deceit# shall I use deceit ? Shall I 
have concord with Belial i Shall there be an agreement 
between the faithful Wimess, and the father of lies i Shall 
I sentence him, that loveth a lie, to the lake that bumedi 
with fire and brimstone, and be guilty of making one my- 
self? Horrible to suppose! Reject the blaaphemoui 
thought, Sinner, it wounds me in the tenderest part.' 

< No, no, I do not put on a mask of pretended love, to 
hide a rancorous, unforgiving temper : The general invi- 
tation that formerly passed my lips, is still the very lan- 
guage of my heart. Whosoever willy let him come and take 
of the water of life freely ; and the promise, which I for- 
merly made, is still firmer than the pillars of heaven. 
Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out. Let 
these words, like incorruptible seed, beget thee again to 
a lively hope, and help thee to stir thyself up to lay hold 
on me, and my great salvation/ 

* I grant that no man cometh unto me^ except the Father 
draw him : But does he not say ; I have loved thee with 
an everlasting love, therefore with loving-kindness^ with 
the cords of a man, with hands of love have I drawn 
thee ? Does he not draw thee even now ? Who stirs 
thee up to repentance ? Who raises in thee a desire of 
coming unto me by prayer ? Who indulges thee at times 
with sweet hopes and alluring joys, to encourage thee to 
come ? Is it not my Father, and thine, thou poor starv- 
ing prodigal ? And that nothing may be wanting on his 
part to make thee come, to drawing does he not add driv- 
ing ? Does he not obstruct all thy prospects of creature- 
happiness, and blast all thy worldly, yea and all thy self- 
righteous schemes ? And while he touches thy heart 
with the rod of distress, does he not lay the scourge of 
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^ afflicdon on thy back, and put this gracious invitation iii 
thy hand? Away then with thy hard thoughts of my 
Father : He and I are a flame of eternal love : I and the 
Father are one.' 

^ Neither say thou in thy hearty This is a day of trou- 
ble, rebuke^ and blasphemy ; the children are come to 
the birth^ and there is not strength to bring forth. Shall 
I bring to thee birth^ and not give strength according to 
the day i Dost thou fear that my zeal, my strength, and 
the sounding of my bowels towards thee are restrained i 
Am not I Jesus still f Is my love waxed cold that it 
cannot pity i Is my hand shortened at all that it cannot 
save I Is mine ear heavy that it cannot heCu* i Or have 
I 00 power to deliver i Behold^ at my rebuke I dry up 
the sea, I clothe the heaven with blackness ; and if in 
the greatest storm, I say to the raging billows. Be stilU 
There is a great calm : Fear not then, the 2eal of the 
Lord of hosts.— .my zeal will do this, and more for thy 
soul ; yea, I will do for thee exceeding abundandy above 
all that thoti canst ask or think.^ 

* I see what passes in thy heart, O thou unwise and 
slow, of heart to believe, all that I and my prophets have 
spoken: I read thy new excuses. Thou sayest thou 
dost not suspect me, my faithfulness and my power : but 
thyself, thy helplessness and the treachery of thy own 
desperately wicked heart. What, shall thb sore evil hin- 
der thee from coming to me, who alone can f emedy it ? 
Wilt thou pray to be excused, frotn believing on such an 
account as this ? Oh drop this last, this most absurd 
plea ; and walk in the steps of the faith of thy faiher 
Abraham, Rom. iv. 16. Consider not the deadness and 
hardness of thy heart, but the reviving softening love of 
mine ; not thy want of power, but my omnipotence ; not 
the suggestion of satan, but the declarations of my gos^^ 
peL Wrestle not only against flesh and blood, but 

against the powers of eternal darkness, an4 the spiritual 
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* wickedoMV c^ M unbelieviiig thougbt StriiPer €0 emer 
^ in at the strait gate of fiudu Againet kope tielieve in 

* hope, that I qaickcA the dead) and tdl ihe ttungt wluch 
' wre ]K>t as though tfiey were. Stagger no more at any 

< promises, through unbdiefy but be strong In £urii, abd 
^ give glorjr to God, by being folly persuaded, that what I 
^ promise, I am aUe and willing to jfettomn/ 

^ In me thou mayest find the richest and reaififcst sidp- 

* pty of aU thy wants s I am both the Remirrectioii of Ae 

* deadf and the life of the livbg : he Aat bdieveth in me, 
^ though he were dead, yet shall he live ; and he tint 

* £veth and bdieveth in me^ shall never He. Bdieve Aen, 
^ and thou shalt not come into condemnado n ** Believe^ 

< and thou dudt receiiw power ; thou shalt see the g^oiy of 

* God 9 thou shalt be est^btished ; yea, and seakd whb 
'the holy Spirit of promiso-^Believe and thon hast ever- 

* lasdng life, and shalt not come into oondemnadon— Be* 

* Ueve, and a grain of &ith will remove moantrasa of gmlt 

* and unbelief— Believe with aU thy heart— AU thmgs are 

* possible to him that believeth, and he shaK inherit aO 
^ promises : For to lum that overcometh (and Jaith is the 
^ victory] will I give to eat of die hidden manna, and to sit 

* with me on my throne ; as I also overcame, and am set 

* down with my Father on his throne — Oidy beReve dien, 

* and through faith thou shalt subdue the kingdom of 

* darkness, work righteousness, obtain promises, stop the 
' mouth of the roaring lion, quench the violence of temp- 

< tation's fire, escape the flaming point of Satan's darts, out 
^ of weakness be made strong, wax valiant in fight, turn 
' to flight the armies of thy spiritual adversaries, and re- 

* ceive thy dead soul raised to life again.' 

* Thou hast plajred with the fiery serpents, Aey have 

* bitten thy heart, but I have already sucked the worst of 

* the mortal poison. In the perilous attempt my soul was 

* seized with sorrow even unto death, and an unheard-of 

* agony, attended widi a bloody sweat, caine upon my bo- 
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' dy* A rackiag crow was the bed I was stretched upon i 

* sharp thorns proved the pillow on which I rested my 

* fainting head* The bitterest sarcasms were my consola* 
^ tions ; vinegar and gall my cordials ; a band of bloody 
^ soldiers the cruel wretches appointed to tear open my 
' veins ; whips, nails, hammers, and a spear, the instru- 
' ments allowed them to do the dreadful operation. For 
^ hours I bled under their merciless hands : and thy fear- 

* ful curse, O sinner, flowed together with my blood. In 

* the mean time, noon-day light was turned into the gloom 
^ of night, a dire emblem of the darkness that overspread 

* my agonizing soul: and at last, while earthquakes rock* 

* ed me into the sleep of death, I gave up the ghost, with 
^ cries that astonished my bitterest enemies, and made 
^ them smite their breasts in pangs of involuntary sympa* 

* thy. Thus, to make thee partaker of my saving health, 

* I took the shameful and painful consequences of thy 

* mortal distemper upon me. And now sinner, despise 

* no more such amazing love, requite it with a believing 
^ look. Consider my wounds, till thy conscience feels 
< their wonderful effect* Behold my atoning blood, till 
' thou can witness it heals all thy infirmities/ 

< Knowing the terrors of the Lord, J persuade, men.-— 

* Come thou poor prisoner of hope, turn by faith to the 
' strong hold of my protection. Up ! for God will destroy 
' this Sodom, the wicked world where thou lingerest.^— 
^ Up ! for the great and terrible day of the Lord ap- 
' proaches. As I live, there is but one step between thoe 

* and death, and another between death and hell.' 

' Let my love even constrain thee to arise, and to follow 
' me ; that I may receive thee unto myself, and complain 

* no longer, that, with respect to thee, I have laboured in 
' vain, and spent my strength for nought. Surely sinner, 

* I deserve t^y grateful love, for I have fought thy fiercest 

* enemies. Dreadful was the battle ! my flesh was torn, 
^ my blood spilt, my life lost in the obstinate combat : But 
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^ I have Mn the fion and the hear, I have vanqiushed 
'death and the grave, and rescued Ay poor^ he^dcM 
'soul: and now let iky good Shepherd rejoice over hk 
f lost sheep: Let gratitude compel thee to- come mtt> die 
' fold of my church, and jom the little flock of myCulfaful 
' fellowera. And if thou canst not come, do but look 
' wishfully at me, and I will lay thee on my shoulders re* 
' joicbg, and cany thee in ttiumph into the richest pas* 
' tures of my grace.* 

^ * Once more I turn supidicant i oooe mtart I stand at 
f the door and knock*-&iul I Saul ! It is hard fer thee lo 
' Idck against the sharp goads of my lovcr-Jifardia ! Vbtr* 
^ tha! one dung is needful, chuse the good part, dmse 
^ me— O Absalom, my son ! my son ! give me thy haipt ; 
' I have died for diee, do not crucify me afiresb"«l«ay 
Y down the spear of unbelief, and thine it nqr giwe^ my 
' fjbaaj, my kingdom, die kingdom of heaven** 

* Be not afiraid to surrender; rebellious as tihoa arl^ I 
' love thee still^C^ a woman forget her sucking chiU, 
^ that she should tiot have compassion on the son of her 
f womb ? Tea, she may forget, yet will I not forget 

* thee. If thou wilt not take my word, believe my oadi: 
? Because I can swear by no greater, I swear by mysdf : 
^ As Hive, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, 
' but that the wicked turn from his way and live : Tom 
f then, turn unto me, for I have redeemed thee : I have 
' cast all thy sins into the depth of die sea, and will aub- 
f due all thy iniquides.' 

^ And if thou canst not believe my oath^ credit diese 
^ scars. .See ! I have graved thee upon the pafans of my 

* hands. Longk-— too long have, I waited for thy return, 
^ thou poor, wanderiog, weary prodigaL Let me see ia 
^ thee the travail of mj soul and be satisfied. By the mys* 
^ tery of my holy incarnation and dreadful temptadcm, by 
1 my agony and bloody sweat, by my infamous death and 
\ glopotis resurrection, I beseech thee, conie to the par* 
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doning God by me. If thou hast nothing to pay, I for« 
give thee all the debt : Whether it be fifty or five hun* 
dred pence, or ten thousan.d talents, I frankly forgive 
thee all. Only let me heal thy backsliding^, and lovo^ 
thee freely ; let my left hand be under thy head^ and let 
my right hand embrace thee. See the wcunds which I 
have received for thee in the house of my friends! 
Reach hither thy finger, and behold my hands ; and reach 
hither thy hand and thrust it into my side, and be not 
faithless, but believing. Cleave to me with full puxpose 
of heart, follow me through the regeneration, and thou 
shalt not only be one of my jewels, but a crown oC glory, 
and a royal diadem in the hand of thy God : Yea, as 
the bridegroom rejoiceth over the bride, so will I re* 
joice over thee^ and give thee a name better than that of 
son and daughter-p-I, the Holy One of Israel, will be thy 
life and glory— I, thy Maker, will be thy husband, and 
thy all/ 

And are these, O sinner, the gracious sayings of God 
to thee ? The compassionate expostulations of God, be* 
come incamate^br thee ? Did God so love thee, as to set 
forth his only begotten Son, as a propitiation through faith 
in his blood, thus to declare his righteousness, for the re- 
mission of sins that are past ? May the Almighty now be 
just, and yet the justifier of him that believeth in Jesus i 
Is there no difference, no respect of persons with him i 
And is the same Lord over all, rich unto all that call upon 
him i Then shout ye heavens ! triumph thou earth ! and 
thou, happy sinner, know the day of thy visitation, bjc wise^ 
ponder these things, and thou shalt understand the loving^ 
kindness of the Lord. ^ 

Be no longer afraid, that it will be presumption in thee 
to believe, and that God will be oiFended with thee, if thou 
makest so free with Jesus, as to wash instandy in the 
fpuntain of his atoning blood. He not only gives thee 
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X£ AY jQ to bdicve, but he in vitks thee to do it freely. Nay, 
he COMMANDS thee to believe, for This is his command- 
XENTf that we should believe on the name of his Son yesus 
Christ* He even enforces the precept by a double pro* 
XIB£, that if thou believest thou shalt not perish but have 
gverlasting' life* And that nothing may be wanting to stir 
thee up to this important business, he is gracious enough 
to threaten the neglect of it with the most dreadful pu- 
msHMENT; for he that believeth noty shall not enter int0 
his resty and shall be damned; and he that to the end re- 
mains /e'ar/t^/a/ii/ unbelieving, shall be cast into the lake 
that burneth with fire and brimstone^ which is the second 
death. How canst thou doubt then, whether thou art 
welcome to receive the Son given^ by believing on his 
name? 

Come to him just as thou art, and he will make thee 
what thou shouldst be. When he counsels thee to buy of 
him the gold of faith, and the garment of salvation, take 
him at his gospel- word: Come without regarding thy 
rtuff: The poorer thou art the better: The oil of his 
grace flows most abundandy into empty vessels : His cha- 
rity is most glorified in the relief of the* most miserable 
objects : His royal bounty scorns the vile compensation of 
thy wretched merits : He sells like a king, like the King 
of kings without money and without price. Ask and have^ 
and Take freely ^ are the encouraging mottos written upon 
all the unsearchable treasures of his grace. 

Be of good comfort then, rise, he calleth thee : Stretch 
out thy withered hand, and he will restore it : Open thy 
mouth wide, and he will fill it : bring an empty vessel, a 
poor hungry heart, and he will give into thy bosom good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, and running 
over. 

And now what meanest thou. Sleeper ? Why, tarriest 
thou ? Arise, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name 
of the Lord. Lose not time in conferring with flesh and 
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blood ; much leas ia parleying with satan, or consulting thy 
unbelieving heart : Here delays lead to ruin : The Philis- 
tines are upon thee^ instantly shake thyself; if thou art not 
altogether blindbd by the god of this world, and led cap- 
tive by him at his will ; this moment, in the powerful name 
of Jesus, burst the bonds of spiritual sloth ; breaks like « 
desperate soul, out of the prison of unbelief; escape for 
thy life ; look not behind thee ; stay not in all the plain* 
This one thing do, leaving the things that are behind, Sof* 
dom and her ways, press forwards towards Zoar^ and es- 
cape to the mount of God, lest thou be consumed* By 
the new and living way consecrated for us, in full assur- 
ance of faith, fly to the Father of mercies, pass through 
the croud of Laodicean professors, press through the 
opening door of hope, take the kingdom of heaven by vio- 
lence. 

With halting, yet wresding Jacob, say to the Friend of 
sinners, I will not let thee go unless thou bless me* If he 
makes as if he would go farther ; with the two mournful 
disciples, constrain him to stay ; or rather with the dis- 
tressed woman of Canaan, follow him whithersoever he 
goeth^ take no denial, through the veil, that is to say, his 
flesh, torn from the crown of his head to the sole of hid 
feet ; through this mysterious veil, rent from the top to the 
bottom, rush into the blood-besprinkled sanctuary ; em- 
brace the horns of the golden altar, lay all thy guilt on the 
head of the sin -atoning victim ; read thy name on the 
breast of thy merciful high priest ; claim the safety, de- 
mand the blessings, receive the consolations bestowed on 
all that fly to him for refuge ; and begin a new, delightful 
life, under the healing and peaceful shadow of his wings* 

But perhaps thou art now devoid of active power, and 
broken in spirit. The hurry of thy self-righteous nature 
subsides. Wounded and half-dead, thou liest in the way 
of misery, waiting for the passing by of thy heavenly de- 
liveren Thou hadst set thy heart upon being blessed in 
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one particular manner^ and God in his wisdom thinEs it 
best to bless thee in another. Thou wouldst scale the 
new Jerusalem and storm heaven ; but he chuses it should 
come down into thy soul as a fruitful shower descends 
into a fleece of wooL Be still then, and know that he is 
God. Let him break thy self-wiH, which hides itself un- 
der godly appearances ; and let him practically teach thee^ 
that salvation is not of him that willeth, nor of him that 
runneth ; but of God who sheweth mercy. 

Meekly dive into the amazing depth of these words^ 
Jn quietness and rest shall be your stftngth. Stand stilt 
and see the salvation of God. The fire, the earthquake, 
and the rending of the rocks are over ; silence takes place ; 
the still small voice will soon follow. Thou art for a time 
taketi from the foaming billows of self^agitation, and led 
by the still waters ; a calm succeeds the impetuous storm, 
and a passive waiting thy resdess, fruitless endeavours. 
Thou art in the case of one fallen into the sea, who having 
struggled long and hard to escape drowning is obliged to 
yield at last. Yield then, weary sinner, yield to thy happy 
fate. Fully surrender to the God of thy life^ Entirely 
abandon thyself to Jesus. Freely trust him with thy pre- 
sent and eternal salvation. Whether thou swim or sink, 
let thyself go into the ocean of mercy. Catch at no broken 
reed by the way, but calmly venture into the unfathomable 
depth of redeeming love. Lose thus thy life, and thou 
shalt find it. The power of God will soon be made perfect 
in thy xveakncss ; and when thy strength is renewed, ear- 
nestly wrestle again. Thus go on, alternately striving and 
waiting, according to the leadings of the Holy Spirit, till, 
having passed through all the inferior dispensations of di- 
vine grace, thou enter by faith into the rest that remains 
for the people of God, and take possession of that kingdom 
of God, which consists in righteousness, peace, and joy in 
the Holy Ghost. 
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VIL In that kingdom, happy believer, the dmes of re* 
f reslung fully come from the presence of the Lord ; mercy 
and love embrace thee on every side ; and thy sprinUed 
conscience enjoys the peace of a sin-pardoning God. Then 
smiling justice, more than satisfied by the meritorious 
death of Christ, sheathes her flaming sword, and declares^ 
There is now no condemnation to them thdt are in Christ 
jfesus: They are justijled from all things j and freely for^ 
given all trespasses. And now thou art more than con- 
queror through him that loved thee* Standing by humble 
faith in his omnipotence, thou canst do all things, through 
his grace strengthening thee. Sin has no dominion over 
thee: The cruel and bloody tyrant, that reigned unto 
death, is dethroned ; and grace, rich grace, sweetly reigns 
through righteousness unto eternal life* Triumphing in 
Christ over thy fiercest enemies, and putting thy victorious 
foot upon the neck of the Idstj thou challengest his utmost 
rage, and shoutestf *^ O Death, where is thy sting ? O 
GravCf where b thy victory ? Thanks be to God, who 
giveth us the Victory through our Lord Jesus Christ !** 

Now thou seest and feelest that God is Lovs; Thou 
dwellest in him, and he in thee« Love^ the fulfilling of 
the law, diffusing itself through all the heart, influences 
thy looks, words and acdons, and makes thee spring after 
Jesus into the chariot of cheerful obedience : Thy heart is 
^ his heart ; and while active grace draws thy willing soul 
along, God's free Spirit pours the oil of gladness upon the 
fervid wheels of thy afiiections : Supported, and animated 
by the Lord's presence, thou i&wiftly movest, thou delight^ 
fully fliest in all the ways of duty : M ountsuns of difficult 
ties sink into plains before thee; urisdom's roughest ways 
are ways of pleasantness, and all her paths are peace. 

Now thou rejoicest to be thought worthy to suffer shame 

for Christ's name, and coimtest it all joy, when thoufallest 

into divers trials. With Him the cross loses its dreadfid 

loqpect^ and enormous wei^t : When thou findest it in that 

3G 
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high-way of holiness, instead of consulting with flesh and 
blood, how thou shalt go aside to avoid it^ thou imme- 
diately takest it up, and it proves a comforting staff, a ne* 
ver failing prop. 

Christ crucified works this miracle of grace, for Him 
thou receivest with every cross ; and the moment thou dost 
so in the power of his Spirit, God, even thy own God, 
gives thee his choicest blessing. He crowns thee with 
loving-kindness and tender mercies; and with the inex- 
pressible complacence of a Father, who receives a lost 
son ; with the triumphant joy of a Saviour, who embraces 
a raised Lazarus ; He says to the myriads that surround 
his throne ; * One more sinner repenteth unto life ! Halle- 

* lujah I He hath escaped the avenger of blood — ^he hath 
< passed the gate of the city of refuge ! Hallelujah ! Shout 

* ye sons of the morning ! My angels, strike your golden 

* harps ! Dance every heart for joy, through the realms of 

* heaven ^ Let bursts of triumphant mirth.-Jet peals of ra- 

* vishing praise roll along the transporting news. Let all 

* your exulting breasts reverberate, let all your harmonious 

* tongues echo back our glorious joy ! For this my son 
' was dead, and is alive again ! This your brother was lost, 

* and is found again ?' 

And irradiating thy soul with the light of his reconciled 
countenance, he says to thee from a throne blazing with 
grace and glory : * Penitent believer, receive the adoption 

* of a son. Because thou receivest my Son, my only be- 

* gotten Son, into thy heart, I admit thee into the family 
' of the first born : Be thou blameless and harmless, a Son 
' of God with rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and per- 

* verse generation, among whom I allow thee to shine, as 

* a burning light in a benighted world. Son, all that I 
' have is thine, be ever with me, and thou shalt inherit all 

* things. Yes, whether Paul or ApoUos or Cephas ; whe- 
' thcr my first apostles, or my choice ministers ; or the 

* world, or life or death, or things present, or things to 
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^ come ; all is thine, for thou art Christ*s, and Christ is 

* mine. As thou hast received him, so abide and walk ia 

* him worthy of me unto all pleasing; being fruitful in 
^ every good work, and increasing in his knowledge, till 

* thy faith is turned to sight, and I am all in alL* 

Start not, believing Reader, at these sayings, as if they 
were too glorious to be credited* They are the true say- 
ings of God. The Lord himself spoke them for thy com- 
fort. They are the precious pearls, which I promised thee 
out of the unsearchable treasures of Christ: If swine 
trample them under their feet, wear thou them on thy 
breast. Instead of being oflEended at their transcendant 
excellence, magnify the God of all consolation, who, hav- 
ing delivered up his own Son for us ally with him also 
freely gives us all things^ consequently the richest mines 
of gospel grace. And giving vent to the just transports 
of thy grateful heart, cry out with the beloved disciple. 
Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon 
us J that WE should be called the Sons of God! — Unto Him 
who thus loved us, and washed us from our si?is in his own 
bloody and hath made us kings and priests to God and his 
Father ; to hipt be glory and dominion for ever and ever- 
Amen. 
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APPENDIX, 

Concerning the evangelical harmony that subsists between 
living faith and loving obedience. 

THE mjstery of our salvation is thus opened by St Paul, ^y •rabb 
are ye saved, tkrovgh faith which woejkxth by love. This apostolic 
declaration subdivides itself into the following propositions, which, on 
account of their clearness and importance, may, with propriety, be caU* 
ed eosnL ▲zioxs. (1.) Te are saved by obacs. (2.) Ye are saved 
through a faith vhich wobks by love. These propositions, like two adA- 
mantine pillars, support the whole doctrine of Christ, concemin||p 
faith and worke / jroce and rewardabieneae t or mercy on God's part« 
and obedience on our own: — A doctrine, which, tliough clear as the 
day^ has nevertheless been so obscured by endless* controversies, thit 
tboosands of protestants and papists know it in its purity no more. 

According to the frst of these axioms, all that go to heaven, giv^ 
divine grace the glory of their salvation ; because they arc all saved fay 
mere favour, through the redemption that is in Jesus Christ And ac« 
cording to the second axiom, all that go to hell, are obliged to dear 
divine justice, because they are condeinned merely for their avoidable 
unbelief, and obstinate disobedience. Upon the evangelical plan, the 
righteous are graciously rewarded, and the unrighteous justly punish* 
ed : The doctrines of God's mercy, in giving grace for Christ's sake, 
and of man^s faithfidness in using it by Christ's help, sweetly coin* 
cide ; and from their blessed union springs the just proportion of evo 
ry part of the gospel. 

These axioms ute so strongly maintiuned, and so frequently alluded 
to by the sacred writers, that whoever rejects either the one or the 
other, might as well reject one half of the bible. Attentively consider 
thtin asunder, and your unprejudiced reason will perceive their eqmtg* 
Impartially compare them together, and instead of finding them incom* 
patible, (as some prepossessed persons would -persuade us they are) 
you will see, that they harmonized in so exquisite a manner, as to an-' 
swer the most elcellent ends in the world. 

To give you an idea of their working in the breast of believers, per* 
mit roe to compare them to those two opposite, and yet consentaneous 
motions of the heart, which anatomists call diastole and ^fstole. The 
one forcibly dilates, the other powerfully contracts, that noble part of 
the human body; and both together, by means seemingly contraiy^ 
cause the circulation of the blood, and diffuse vital powers through a^ 
tl^e animal fraine.-^UBt so passive /oi/A, ai|d active lovcj^Tbt one per* 
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yetually receivet favmirs from God» the other perpetually be$t9toM thea 
upon man ; and thus, by continually performing their contraiy (noi 
^bntradictory) offices, they make spiritual life circulate through the 
Jieliever^s soul, and enable him to diffuse kindness and good vorks^ 
throughout the social body of which he is a member. 

From the animal, pass we to the planetary world ; and we shall see 
another striking emblem of the harmonious opposition, which subsisti 
between the two gospel-axioms. There we eminently discoTcr the 
centripetal and the centrifu^ force. Though opposed to each other, 
they are nevertheless so admirably joined together, that from their es- 
qiiisite combination, results the harmonious dance of the spheres ; I 
mean, the circular motions of the planets around the sun, and around 
each other.-- 43uch is tlie wonderful effects of evangtlical pronute*^ and 
iegai preceptt, when tliey meet in a due proportion, in an upright heart 
The prondaet which are all wrapped up in the Jirat gospel-axiom, pow- 
erfully draxo believers to Christ, who is the Sun of Righteousness, and 
the centre of the christian system : The J»recepta, which the tecond 
axiom necessarily supposes, drive them forward in the strait line of 
duty. Being thus deli^tfuUy attracted, and powerfully impelled, like 
planets of a different magnitude, in the firmament of the church, be* 
lievers rapidly move in tlie orb of evangelical obedience, where the 
wiginal liglit of Christ ^-armly shines into their own souls, and their 
borroToed light mildly gleams upon tlieir fellow-mortals. 

If ever you saw a person, thus swiftly and evenly moving in the im- 
mense circle of a religious and social duty ; freely receiving all from 
his God, and freely imparting all to his neiglibour ; you have seen one 
•f the stars in the Jav^s ri^ht-hatid — ^you have seen one, who practical- 
ly holds the two g^sjx^l -axioms— one, who believes as a sinner, and 
works as a believer— one, in whose heart the doctnncs of ftiit/i and 
'W9rhs, free trrace and free obedience, dirine faithfulness and human 
JidtUty, are justly balanced— one, who keeps at an equal distance from 
the dreadful rocks, upon which antinomian believers, and anii-chriman 
vorkers, arc daily cast away — ^In a word, you liave seen an adult chris- 
tian, a man who adorns the doctrine of Christ oiir Saviovr in all things. 

If the two gospel-axioms are of such importance, that the health and 
\-igour of every christian flow from the proper union of their power in 
his heart ; is it not deplorable to see so many people every wlierc ris- 
ing against them ? Self conceited moralists violently attack tlie frst 
axiom ; and seffhvmbleJ solifdians will give the second no quarter.— 
Those opposed assailants have .all, I grant, a zeal for God, but not ac- 
cording to knowledge ; for the former know not, that tlicy rob God of 
bis fflory ; and the latter do not consider, that they pour upon him owr 
fhame. The one refuse to acknowledge him tlie grand aiitlior of our 
bli99 ■: the Qther, to mend the matter, represent liim as the grand con- 
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iriv^ of our ruin, Both> nevertheless, have truth on their side ; but, 
filas ! it is only a part of the truth as it is in Jesus ; and truth divided^ 
like an animal cut throug^h the middle, is dreadfully mangled, if ^if>t 
entirely destroyed. 

You are also desired to observe, judicious reader, that as a just pro* 
portion of sail and ballast, next to a favourable wind, makes a ship sail 
with speed and safety; so the just balance of the two gospel-axioBMf 
next to the Spirit of God, makes a believer run swiftly and safely ttm 
race that is set before him. He docs not properly rzm, he merely hop^ 
in tlie way of truth, who discarding one of the gospel-axioms, roonm 
only upon the other. ^intintmUan Laodicean» therefore, and anlf-cMt» 
tian phariaeet, are equally blameablc. For the piety of the forwMt 
stands only upon the Jint axiom ; and the devotion of the loiter haa' D9 
ether basis than tlie second. The one will hear of nothing but fai$hf 
the otiier will be told of nothing but roorks. But the aoimd belJeviflr is 
for a faith that works righteousness. 

Fttith mifeigned and obedient love, are of equal importance to the true 
christian. Those precious graoes, whieh answer to the g^pel-axioms» 
like a well-proportioned pair of heavenly steeds, mutually draw the 
steady chariot of his profession across the valleys of discouragement^ 
and over the hills of difficulty, which he meets with in his way to hea* 
ven. If I might carry on the allegory, I would observe, that all Uie 
advantage, which the right-hand steed has over the other, is, that it is 
Jirst put in the traces : But this is no proof of his superiority, for he 
will be taken off at the gate of heaven ; and obedient love alone, shall 
have the honour of drawing the christian's triumphal car through the 
realms of glory. 

Header, if in the theory and practice you maintain both gos^l- 
axioms ; if, instead of setting up the one in opposition to the other, 
you stand upon the scriptural line in which they harmonize ; you have 
surmounted the greatest difficulty there is in the Christian religion ; 
you hold the faith once delivered itnto the mints. And now prepare to 
contend for it : Arm yourself for the fight ; for antinoman believers will 
attack you on the left hand, and Pharisaic unbetievers on the right. «- 
But be not afraid of their number ; paUently receive their double fire. 
They may gall one mother, but they cannot hiu't yoiu Truth is great, 
and Love powerful ; if you fight under their glorious banners, though 
the arrows of contempt, and the brands of calumny, will fly thick 
aroimd you, you shall not be dxmgerously wounded. Only take the 
shield of faith with this motto, " By grace I am saved through faith /" 
and quench vrith it the fiery darts of self-conceited legpalists. Put on the 
hreast'plate of righteimsjiess, with this description, ** Fttith witrks btf 
pighteous love, the mother of good works /" This piece of celestial ar- 
mour, will keep off the hotTiest strokes of self -humbled gvspeUers. AnA 



v*^ .•#■■■- ■ ^-wifl:- .»■*».■:-,. ^ ■".>:i 



.^ ♦■ ■ . 






* 

«liiiiat6d fay the CSiptftiil ^(;f;ow 

dFUMMe idvittMriet, oi)^ yoor ^ffifl|fftnqiT1y4eg»l wfty,. till you a- 

ftriA heavenly crowiu 

ipok U the hippy nMdlum, thilthe nttiiiorof tiikbook deaimtti 
dtemtiend. SametOBe ago^ he thoiif^ hflnaelf dbfifed to oppose 
•foM mUtaken men, who, in their zeel for the/n# goepd^zioiii^ wwd^ 
«A to repceieni tfaeMtfMkfaaa ^dreadMhemy.'* And now he lets 
tteie pipeni eee the light, not only to pro^e to the ftee-thinken 
fatiriit that the fan a«kim hihjghiy raUonel; bvt to eonvince the 
«iesofthe«M«iufa^oin» thatthooghhe haaexpoied their mistafcet 
with regard to "awfa^ he recdvea the gtmti n o doctriaca of grace aacot^ 
diaHy as they ; and ia ready e cr l pt n relly, and ntiomUy, to defieiid sd» 
vatoA by yStfift, againat the moit phii^le ol^feettoiia of eelf-nghtcoo^ 



He just bega leafe to observe, thit the pieoed&kg ^ageli guard tiie 
JM€ gespel-azioin i that the JFVur dsdbt fa jfmintmUmUm, guard chiefs 
l|f the second; Hmt thg Efuai Cktek to JPkaritaim md dfttflnsarfff af is^ 
guards both at once t end that those trscts oontahi a OtOe system of 
praetieal end poleinieal dhriniqr* wbatitk it ia hoped, sti&da at an eq[osl 
Aaliiiee fram the eifors of moml disbelievers, sod In^^ 

IWsbook is chieiy reeommended to Asbdieving monliats, who do* 
iidethedoetrineofsalvs(tion by giraee iXrvti;^ jhftiinthediqrefco^A 
version, merely becisise they are not properly acquainted with onr 
fiiUen and lost estate. And the Checks are chiefly designed for disbe* 
lieving antinomians, who rise against the doctrihe of a believer's salva- 
tion by grace through the worka of faith in the great day, merely be* 
cause they do not consider the indispensible necessity of emmgelical 
obedience, and the tuiture of the day of judgment. 

In the appeal, the careless, self-conceited sinner is awakened, and 
humbled. In the Address the serious, humbled sinner, is raised up, 
and comforted. And in the Checks^ the foolish Tirgin^is re-awakened^ 
Ibe Laodicean believer reproved, the prod%al son US^ back to his 
Father's house, and the upright believer animated to mend his pace in 
the way of faith vorkkiff by love, and to perfect holiness in tKc fear of 
God. 



THE END, 



